
disposition for a couple of hours of inspiration, excitement and fun,” 
read the invitation. Attendees saw flocks of about 300 Swainson’s 
Hawks, 50-75 Sandhill Cranes, and 40 Snow Geese.

Organizers also created the “Audubon 
Screen Tours,” a film series sponsored 
by Natural Audubon that offered topics 
ranging from “Big Bend Adventures” 
and “Oddities in Nature” to “Jungle 
Journey” and “The Four Corners.” Junior 
high school student councils sponsored 
afternoon matinees at the University Junior 
High, while evening performances were 
offered to a general audience. Season 
tickets cost $2.50.

Writer and naturalist Roy Bedichek, who 
was one of Travis Audubon’s earliest 
members, spoke on “Birds of the Texas 
Coast” in January 1953.

In its first year, Travis Audubon sought 
out volunteers to find and establish 
nature trails in order “to preserve forever 
from a vanishing era a natural wildlife 
environment for posterity.” The best trail 
prospect was identified as one near the river 
in Bee Creek Park on the west side of Lake 
Austin (near Red Bud Trail). Boy Scouts 
and Girl Scouts and the Austin Public 
Library pitched in to label 100 trees, plants 
and shrubs.

With the help of the City Recreation 
Department and Beverly Sheffield, Austin 
got its first nature trail on April 25, 1954. 
Mayor C.A. McAden presided at the 

opening ceremonies, and Bedichek was principle speaker. 

Tours were conducted so Austinites could learn about trees, flowers, 
rocks, birds, and the principles of conservation.

Jorjanna Price

Note: This is the first in a series of articles on the 60th anniversary. 
Thanks to the Austin History Center for preserving Travis Audubon’s 
earliest records.
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Travis Audubon Celebrates 60 Years!

Travis Audubon  h  Celebrating 60 years  g 1952 - 2012

We have received the world as an inheritance. None of us has the right to 
damage it, and everyone has the duty to leave it in an improved condition. 
     Joseph Joubert

With those noble words from an 18th 
Century French essayist, the Travis 
Audubon Society was introduced 

to the Austin community. It was early spring 
of 1952, and Bradley Davis used the quote 
to entice prospective members to the first 
membership meeting. His letter, reproduced on 
a mimeograph machine in purple ink, opened 
as follows:

Dear Friend of the Great Out-of-Doors: 
As a person who is interested in Nature, 
you will doubtlessly also be interested 
in the forthcoming meeting of the 
“Travis Audubon Society” to be held in 
the Auditorium of the University High 
School, the 16th of April.

A month earlier, Davis and 30 others had 
gathered to discuss whether to create this 
new organization and request affiliation with 
the National Audubon Society. At Travis 
Audubon’s first membership meeting, Davis 
was elected president. Dues were offered for 
$5 a year; lifetime memberships for $200.

Travis Audubon was born at a time when life 
in the state capital was relatively slow and 
simple. In 1952, the population was just over 
130,000. The University of Texas had 15,000 
students. St. Andrew’s Episcopal School was 
founded that year, and El Patio opened its 
doors. On North Lamar, Hank Williams could 
be found playing at the Skyline Club.

Travis Audubon members moved quickly to put their organization 
in the forefront of education and conservation. Immediately the 
new officers began organizing Sunday morning “bird walks,” with a 
promise that members could see birds and return home in time to get 
ready for church. 

The first bird walk was May 11, 1952, at the Kite Field in Zilker Park. 
“Be there with your field glasses, your bird book, and your sunniest 

T r a v i s  A u d u b o n  

Above: 1954 photo of Mayor McAden cutting the 
ribbon on the Travis Audubon Nature Trail.
Below: Beverly Sheffield shows off the new nature trail.
Photos courtesy of Bradley Davis, first President of 
Travis Audubon
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Travis Audubon Committee Chairs

About Signal Smoke

Mission Statement
Travis Audubon promotes the enjoyment, understanding, 

and conservation of native birds and their habitats.

Inevitably, on Travis Audubon field trips, someone cups their hands behind 
their ears and listens closely. In seconds they are listing the various species 

they hear. Not only do they name the species, they also interpret whether the 
vocalization is a song of courtship, a defense mechanism, or a warning that 
a predator is close by.  Because that birder recognizes and understands the 
communications of those species, everyone’s field experience is enhanced.

And so it is with organizations and communities. If the members, volunteers, 
committee chairs, the board, and the staff understand the methods of 
communication that work for the group, utilize those methods effectively, 
and are open to new ways of communicating, everyone’s experience of the 
organization is richer.

As we begin our new year, I encourage each of you to reflect on your experience 
with Travis Audubon and how communication has impacted that experience. 
Whether it is in the form of the website, an announcement at a monthly meeting, 
conversations with fellow members on a field trip or social time before a 
meeting, it is important that we share information with each other. As President 
of the Board, I look forward to seeing you and to the communication and 
conversations we will have over this year. 

Caroline Jones

From the Travis Audubon President

 
 Habitat Conservation Laurie Foss 300-BIRD
 Education Byron Stone 970-5154
  Frances Cerbins 300-BIRD  
 Field Trips Jeff Patterson 487-2755
  Terry Banks 300-BIRD
  Hornsby Bend Julia & Andy Balinsky 300-BIRD
 Hospitality Susan Moak 925-4590
 Latin America Bob Warneke 300-BIRD
 Monthly Meeting Coordinators Shelia Hargis 300-BIRD
  Laurie Foss 300-BIRD 
 Publications Tess Sherman 300-BIRD
 Sanctuary Chairs Laura Zebehazy 300-BIRD
  Terri Siegenthaler 300-BIRD
 Youth Education Nancy Manning 300-BIRD 
 Urban Habitat  Jane Tillman 794-0058
 
   

Subscription Information
Signal Smoke (ISSN 1931-9282) was published 
11 times yearly through Volume 56, No.4, and 
beginning with Volume 56, No.5, is published 6 
times yearly. Subscription is a TA mem   ber ship 
bene fit. To join, use the form on the back page 
of this issue or go to www.travisaudubon.org 
for an online form. For address or subscription 
changes, please call 512.300.BIRD (2473) or e-
mail info@travisaudubon.org. The USPS does 
not forward Signal Smoke. Copyright © 2012. 
No part of this publication may be reproduced 
without permission in writing from Travis 
Audubon.

Newsletter Deadline
The submissions deadline is the first day of the 
month preceding the first month of publication 
(for example, June 1 for the July/August issue).
Sub mit uncopyright ed arti cles,  an nounce    ments, 
and art to Tess Sherman, tsherman1@austin.
rr.com; or mail to 210 E. Walnut Dr., Austin, 
TX 78753. Sub mis sions by e  mail or on a CD 
are pre ferred but not re quired. Call Tess at 300-
BIRD if you have questions.

Signal Smoke is printed  
on recycled paper with soy ink.

In honor of our 60th anniversary, this issue’s cover page masthead is reproduced 
from the May 1955 issue of Signal Smoke.



The Nature Conservancy is the 
leading conservation organization, 

working in more than 30 countries and 
all 50 states to protect ecologically 
important lands and waters. The 
organization also addresses the most 
pressing threats to conservation involving 
climate change, freshwater, oceans, 
and conservation lands. Conservancy 
scientist, Rich Kostecke, will talk about 
The Conservancy’s current approach 
to obtain tangible, lasting conservation 
at scale. While the Conservancy 
seeks to address global environmental 
challenges, many of their solutions and 
strategies set down at the local or regional 
level. So, The Conservancy works in our 
backyard! And, as Texans, we have a big 
backyard. Rich will provide an overview of The Conservancy’s 
work in Texas, highlighting some of the many great places they 
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Monthly Meeting Information
Travis Audubon Regular Monthly Meeting - 7:00 pm

Please note the new location for the May meeting
Location: First Presbyterian Church of Austin, 8001 Mesa Dr. 78731 

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. for social time.
Refreshments will be provided. No monthly meetings are held during June, July, August, or December.

Thursday, May 17, 2012 
The Nature Conservancy’s Research and 
Conservation Efforts
Speaker: Dr. Richard Kostecke

After Love Creek Surveys, 
Rock Chimney Track 
Photo courtesy of Tom Collins

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP 
MEETING SPONSOR
Travis Audubon thanks Worldwide 
Birding, the sponsor of our March general 
membership meeting, for their generous 
support.

protect as well as the conservation initiatives and science they are 
involved in to address environmental challenges within the state such 
as endangered species, freshwater, Gulf of Mexico, and the historic 
wildfires of 2011. 

Richard M. Kostecke is the Associate Director of Conservation 
(Research and Planning) for The Nature Conservancy. Rich 
earned his B.S. in Biology 
(Systematics and Ecology) 
in 1995, his M.S. degree in 
Zoology in 1998, and his 
doctorate in 2002 in Wildlife 
Science. Rich’s first job after 
completing his Ph.D. was as 
Publications Specialist/Project 
Scientist with The Nature 
Conservancy’s Fort Hood Program in Central Texas. In 2009, he 
became director of the Fort Hood Program, and in 2011, he assumed 
his current state-wide role as Associate Director of Conservation. 
Rich now serves as co-lead for science for the Texas Chapter of The 
Nature Conservancy. Rich is a Missouri native, but has now called 
Texas home for the past 13 years. To a large extent, his work is not 
only a vocation, but an avocation. He spends much of his free time 
traveling, exploring the outdoors, and studying and photographing 
birds and other critters. 

Summer Break – No monthly meetings in June, July, or August.
See you in September!

info@ventbird.com � Austin,Texas � 512.328.5221 � www.ventbird.com

VICTOR
EMANUEL
NATURE
TOURS

Subscribe to VENTflash
at ventbird.com for
news about tours 
& discounts. 

worldwide birdingworldwide birdingsince 1976

BLACK-CAPPED VIREO ©
GREG LASLEY �

CST2014998-50
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Travis Audubon News and Notes
Changing of the Guard

The Travis Audubon Board of Directors is undergoing a 
change in leadership as Valarie Bristol retires after three 
years as president. During that time, Travis Audubon 

made important strides. The Board of Directors and members 
want to thank Valarie for her countless hours and endless 
contributions to making Travis Audubon a stronger organization 
and a more visible member of the Austin nonprofit community. 
And they want to welcome Caroline Jones as the new president 
after her election in April. 

Caroline Jones: Incoming President

Caroline has served on the Travis Audubon Board of Directors 
for one year. Giving 
back to the community 
is important to Caroline, 
as seen by her service on 
the boards of Caritas of 
Austin, SafePlace, Austin 
Habitat for Humanity, 
Seton Cove, and the Junior 
League of Austin.

She enjoys birding and 
spending time with family, 
friends, and her miniature 
dachshund, Happy. While 
the weekends often find 
her outdoors, Caroline 
spends her workdays as 
deputy commissioner 
and general counsel of 
the Texas Department of 
Savings and Mortgage 
Lending, where she has 

worked for four years. Previously she was in-house counsel at 
several financial institutions.

Raised in San Antonio, she is a graduate of Sophie Newcomb 
College of Tulane University and St. Mary’s University School 
of Law. As an attorney, her main area of practice has been 
residential mortgage lending.

Caroline’s interest in birds began about eight years ago when 
friends invited her to go birding. Eventually she ventured out on 
her own, discovering Travis Audubon through an Internet search 
and joining a field trip to the Shield-Ayres Ranch.

One of the first things she noticed about Travis Audubon, says 
Caroline, “was that no matter if you are a beginner or an expert 
birder, everyone is welcome and has something to contribute. 
Between the committees, field trips, classes, and workdays at our 
nature sanctuaries, there really is something for everyone. I hope 
that every member will find a spot that is just right for them.”

Caroline says she wants to enlist Travis Audubon members to “help 
spread the word to others about our mission and how we are living 
into our mission. As an organization, we will benefit from having new 
members and more awareness. Most importantly, the birds and their 
habitat will benefit as well.”

Valarie Bristol: Outgoing President 
Valarie can add three years as Travis Audubon President to her long 
pedigree as a conservationist and advocate for habitat preservation. 
She joined the Travis Audubon board in 2008, bringing a wealth of 

knowledge about Central Texas 
and its environmental needs.  

While serving as a Travis 
County Commissioner from 
1991 to 1997, Valarie used 
her considerable skills and 
power of persuasion to back 
important conservation 
projects, such as restoring Pace 
Bend Park and establishing 
the Balcones Canyonlands 
Conservation Plan.

Then, as State Director for the 
Trust for Public Land, she not 
only worked on conservation 
campaigns in San Antonio but 
also oversaw purchases of over 
4,000 acres of the Edwards 
Aquifer recharge zone and 
the addition of 2,000 acres to 

Government Canyon State Natural Area.  

Valarie went on to serve as Director of External Affairs for The 
Nature Conservancy of Texas, working on campaigns to fund land 
conservation and representing TNC at the Legislature and on coalitions 
such as the Texas Land Trust Council. She also served as president of 
the Texas Land Trust Council. 

Shelia Hargis, long-time Travis Audubon member and board member, 
says Valarie’s passion for protecting habitat was evident from early 
on. Shelia recalls that when Valarie first visited Blair Woods before 
restoration had begun, her reaction was: “Look at all the invasives! 
We have to do something. We need to set a good example with our 
sanctuaries.”

“Valarie has been an amazing mentor to me and an inspiring leader for 
Travis Audubon,” says Shelia. “And she even became a birder.” 

Though no longer an officer, Valarie has been re-elected to another term 
on the Travis Audubon Board. (For a list of the Board of Directors, see 
inside the front cover.)

Jorjanna Price, 
Secretary, Board of Directors

Family photo courtesy of 
Caroline Jones

Valarie Bristol
Photo credit: Laurie Foss
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Save the Date
Travis Audubon Society honors 

Carter Smith

Saturday, October 27, 2012 
Austin, Texas

Join Travis Audubon’s 60th Anniversary Celebration 
and presentation of the

Victor Emanuel Conservation Award

Carter Smith
Executive Director,  

Texas Parks & Wildlife Department

Saturday, October 27, 2012 
11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Hyatt Regency Hotel 
208 Barton Springs Road, Austin, Texas

Contact us at 512-300-2473 or info@travisaudubon.org 
for more information or to become an event sponsor.

to

Travis Audubon Society
3710 Cedar St., Box 5
Austin, Texas 78705

Pelican photo courtesy Texas Parks and Wildlife Department © 2012, (Chase A. Fountain, TPWD)

Youth Nature Camp, 2012
On a glorious spring day, Chris Murray headed up an exciting program 

of learning at Baker Sanctuary. Enjoy 
these pictures from our spring camp, 
courtesy of Nancy Manning. We thank 
our volunteer teachers, Cindy Sperry, 
Charlie Ciernia, Kristen Aaltonen, 
and Tiffany Otero, who all ensured 
an exciting and fun day for our young 
campers.
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NATURALIST’S  
CALENDAR

by Bill Reiner

photo by Robert Baumgardner 

May and June are the greenest months of the Austin year, 
when plants respond with vigorous growth to increased 
sunlight and normally abundant rainfall, and before 

summer dries things out. The verdure is a delightful respite after the 
heat and drought of last summer. But not all plants growing now 
are green. Some have no chlorophyll, and depend upon sources 
other than photosynthesis to obtain their food. Some are parasitic 
upon other plants; others have more intricate means of obtaining the 
nutrients they need to survive.

Here in Central Texas, dodders 
(Cuscuta species) are the most 
frequently encountered plants 
that lack chlorophyll. Dodders 
are parasites, and look like 
tangles of bright yellow-orange 
“spaghetti” sprawled over other 
low, herbaceous plants. Dodder 
vines are sensitive to contact, 
and quickly wrap around any 
plant they encounter, though 
not all plants are suitable hosts. 
Some dodders can parasitize 
a wide variety of herbaceous 
plants, while others are more 
host-specific – requiring, for 
instance, a host in the aster 
family.

Though it sprouts from a seed, a dodder grows no roots in the soil.  
Before it exhausts the nutrients contained within the seed, the new 
vine must attach itself to a host plant, which will then provide it 
sustenance. Once the dodder vine attaches itself to a host plant, the 
lower stem withers, and the dodder no longer maintains contact with 
the ground. Root-like tissues called “haustoria” grow into the tissue 
of the host plant, allowing the dodder to siphon off sugars and other 
nutrients.

These parasitic vines can stunt or even kill host plants. In natural 
environments, the extent of the infestation is often limited by hosts 
being separated by plant species that are inappropriate host plants 
(such as grasses). Still, a single dodder vine can infest an area up to 
10 feet in diameter.

Dodders are a greater problem in agricultural settings where one crop 
covers several acres. There, an infestation may seriously reduce crop 
yields. Alfalfa, soybeans, and other pea family plants are suitable 
host plants for dodders, as are tomatoes, potatoes, and flax. Garden 
plants such as chrysanthemums and other asters are also susceptible. 
Farmers’ battles with dodders may have led to such colorful names as 
“strangleweed,” “hellbine,” and “devil’s-gut.”

Several species of dodder occur in Texas, and they are hard to 
tell apart. Intricate details of the tiny white clustered flowers 
distinguish them. Almost all grow low to the ground over the 

herbaceous plants that serve as their hosts, but one species native to 
Texas parasitizes trees, shrubs, and woody vines.

Tree Dodder (Cuscuta exaltata) has stems that are much thicker than 
those of the other dodders (about 3 mm in diameter), and parasitizes 
such woody plants as oaks, elms, grapes, and sumacs. There is little 
reason to fear an epidemic of this plant, however; it is quite rare, and, 
in fact, if you see one, you might want to notify a botanist, for few are 
seen in our area.

The most phenomenal outbreak of Tree Dodder recalled by this 
author occurred where a late-winter prescribed burn was followed 
in the spring by unusually bountiful rainfall. Tree Dodders grew 
prolifically through the scrubby Shin Oaks that were being managed 
for Black-capped Vireo habitat. Despite the extremely large number 
of dodder vines, the oaks survived – though the growth they might 
have experienced from all the rain and fire-released nutrients could 
have been greater without the competition. Tree Dodders have not 
been seen there since that time, and the oaks continue to thrive.

Since Bastrop State Park has experienced similar conditions in the 
past year, the park may be a place to search for this rare and curious 
vine this summer.

There is, unfortunately, a similar exotic dodder that has been found 
in the United States, in particular in Houston neighborhoods. Seed of 
Giant Asian Dodder (Cuscuta japonica) may have been transported 
there in nursery soil. The plant is much more prolific than Tree 
Dodder, and quickly covers entire trees. See this website (www.new.
forestencyclopedia.net/p/p26/p39) for more information, and contact 
the Texas Forest Service office in Austin if you have seen this noxious 
weed.

Not all plants that lack chlorophyll are parasitic—at least not directly.  
Some depend upon an intricate relationship with fungi that, in turn, 
have a symbiotic (mutually-beneficial) partnership with tree roots. 
Among these are a group of rare and fascinating orchids. One, 
Wister’s Coralroot (Corallorhiza wisteriana), grows to 6 or 8 inches 
tall in oak forests and blooms early in spring.

However, another group of non-photosynthesizing orchids called the 
crested-coralroots (Hexalectris sp.) blooms from May through July.  
Dwarfing the early spring species, these plants usually grow up to 
18 inches tall, but can be as tall as 32 inches. They look like brown, 
pinkish, or purplish asparagus stalks rising from the floor of oak/
juniper forests and woodlands.

You might think a group of asparagus-sized stalks might be easy to 
find, but their color makes them difficult to spot against the brown 
leaf litter of the forest floor where they typically grow. Even the 
flowers, though stunningly-colored and -patterned, can be difficult to 
see if you are not looking for them.

None of the crested-coralroots that have been found in Central Texas 
are common, but the most frequently encountered is Spiked Crested-
Coralroot (Hexalectris spicata), which has golden-brown or pinkish 
stalks. The flowers, which measure more than an inch across, are 

Dodder in bloom  Photo credit: 
M Sanders, City of Austin BCP
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similarly-colored, but striped with brown or purple. The background 
color of the lower lip is white, but the stripes there are so dense that 

it usually looks almost 
entirely magenta.

Once considered to be 
completely saprophytic 
(drawing sustenance 
from dead organic 
material, as do fungi), 
Hexalectris orchids 
are now believed to 
be also mycotrophic, 
meaning that they have 
a symbiotic relationship 

with fungi that are adapted to grow on and within the root tissues 
of plants. These types of fungi are called “mycorrhizal,” and they 
apparently are responsible for breaking down dead organic material 
into forms that can then be used by the orchids, as well as other 
plants with which they grow.

Botanists now believe that most higher plants depend upon 
mycorrhizal fungi to assist them with obtaining water and nutrients. 
In return, the plants share some of the sugars that they have 
produced through photosynthesis. Since the coralroot orchids do 
not photosynthesize, it appears that they merely “tap into” the 
fungi that are growing on and within the roots of nearby trees. The 
relationship is still not very well known, so it is difficult to say 
whether the orchids are parasites on the fungi, or if they offer the 
fungi something in return.

The requirements of these peculiar plants do teach us, however, 
just how intricately the web of life in Central Texas woodlands is 
woven. Mycorrhizal fungi need moist, acidic conditions in which 
to thrive – which can be difficult to find where limestone (alkaline) 
soils are baked by the sun. They do best, and are more likely to 
be able to support these rare orchids, primarily in areas shaded by 
oaks and junipers that have built up a thick layer of acidic leaf litter. 
So if you are hiking in May or June through a shady oak/juniper 
forest that is old enough to have accumulated a blanket of duff, look 
closely. You may see one of these unique plants.

References for this article included Wild Orchids of Texas by Joe 
and Ann Orto Liggio; The Illustrated Flora of East Texas, vol. 
1; and websites www.texasinvasives.org/plant_database/detail.
php?symbol=CUJA, www.waynesword.palomar.edu/pljune97.htm, 
and www.fcps.edu/islandcreekes/ecology/dodder.htm.

Correction: In the previous issue we incorrectly identified a 
waterthrush species in a photo caption. One of the photographs 
accompanying the last issue’s column was mistakenly identified as 
a Northern Waterthrush (taken by Stephen Ramirez). Both photos 
were, in fact, of Louisiana Waterthrushes.

Close-up of Spiked Crested-Coralroot 
flower. Photo credit: Bill Reiner
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Notes from Chaetura Canyon

Clockwise from above: Tower workshop class 
Photo credit: Georgean Kyle. 

Bluebonnets and the Castle Companion Tower, and 
Georgean on the tower scaffold
Photo credits: Paul Kyle

Regular winter and spring rains have done wonders for 
the flora and fauna all over Central Texas, and Chaetura 
Canyon is no exception. With 10.2 inches between 

January 1st and April 1st, foliage and flowers are spectacular. Our 
first Golden-cheeked Warbler of the season sang just south of the 
residence on March 14th, Lesser Goldfinch fledglings were first 
heard begging on March 18th, and the first Chimney Swift showed 
up on March 21st.

Speaking of Chimney Swifts, 
productivity in the Chimney 
Swift towers last year was 
predictably low as a result 
of the intense heat: 49 eggs 
laid, 33 hatched and only 24 
young fledged. This contrasts 
rather sadly with the 2010 
productivity of 63 eggs 
laid, 41 eggs hatched and 
36 young fledged. We are 
hopeful that the milder and 
wetter conditions will result 
in a better year for the swifts 
and all other resident avian 
species.

The Education Committee’s Tower Workshop was well attended. 
The class constructed components for an 8-foot tower that has 
now been installed at Chaetura Canyon: tower #17. It is on the 
same level with the garden, and the only wooden tower on the 
upper canyon trails. This area is open to visitors at each event, 

so it will be a good educational feature as well as more habitat for 
the sanctuary’s flying namesake. Restoration of the 20-foot tall 
towers on the residence was completed just in time. The swifts are 
back in good numbers, and increasing daily. The towers are now 
sided with Hardie panel, and should be maintenance-free. If not, 
somebody else can build and climb around on that 30-foot tall 
scaffold – we are done with that foolishness!!

The next event at Chaetura 
Canyon, our annual 
“Chalupas and Chimney 
Swifts” Tex-Mex buffet, is 
sold out (thanks to everyone 
who is planning to attend!) 
We are already taking 
reservations for the three 
“Second Saturday Swift 
Watches” in June, July, and 
August, so check the Travis 
Audubon website or contact 
us about coming out to see 
the Chimney Swifts and the 
upper trails of your Chaetura 
Canyon Sanctuary.

Georgean and Paul Kyle
Sanctuary Stewards
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Baker Sanctuary News
On March 7th spring truly began at Baker with the detection of 

the first Golden-cheeked Warbler, freshly arrived from his 
wintering grounds far to the south. Over the next few weeks 

the males will jostle for territories and attempt to woo the females 
as they make their return, typically arriving a bit later than the 
males. How many will return is the looming question this year. The 
record-setting drought of last season undoubtedly affected not only 
productivity but may also have impacted migration success. To make 
their migration south, Golden-cheeked 
Warblers as well as other neotropical 
migrants need to pack on a substantial 
amount of fat to act as a fuel reserve 
for the journey. If food is scarce, as it 
most likely was last season, gaining the 
needed weight can be a challenge and 
may have translated into higher mortality 
during their southern migration. With 
the completion of the annual 100-acre 
survey this spring, we will know more 
about how our Golden-cheeks fared.

While Baker Sanctuary is a preserve for 
all native wildlife, the Golden-cheeked 
Warblers are arguably the stars. Last week 
I was invited into C.C. Mason Elementary 
School to present to 150 fifth grade students about the natural history 
and conservation challenges surrounding our endangered passerine. 
The presentation was part of an innovative curriculum designed by 
Mason’s Fifth Grade Instructional Team which utilizes the Golden-
cheeks as a case study to which students apply ecological concepts 
learned several weeks prior. Whenever I give a presentation to 
students, I’m always slightly amazed at how little they know about 
local plants and animals or, sometimes even more worrisome, how 
much of what they do know is incorrect. However, what invariably 
offsets those misgivings is the enthusiasm, curiosity, and wonder that 
all children possess. The kids drink it up and leave wanting to know 
more. My presentation was a half-hour and I had to struggle to finish 
on time because the students had questions upon questions, ranging 
from migration to Golden-cheek behavior to wanting to talk about the 
bird they saw in their backyard three months ago. It is experiences 
like these that remind me what a unique role Travis Audubon and 
Baker Sanctuary play as a member of the Balcones Canyonlands 
Preserve (BCP). 

Through Youth Nature Camps, school presentations, interpretive 
hikes, and other activities Travis Audubon is helping to fill the gap 
in regard to educating the public about why it is so important to set 
aside land for conservation. It is not enough to put a fence around a 
parcel of land and keep everyone out–the local community needs to 
be actively engaged and understand why. Children can be unrelenting 
ambassadors for conservation, dragging in parents, friends, and 
relatives but they need to have some sort of personal connection to 
the land first; their interest must be engaged on some level. The more 
Travis Audubon can make those connections, the stronger the BCP 
will become as a preserve and a concept.

In an attempt to add more educational potential to the Jackie 
Arnold Education Center (JAEC), its native plant garden is 
undergoing a long needed overhaul. When construction for the 
JAEC was completed in 2007, the Sanctuary Committee enlisted 
the help of Cynthia Bond to conceptualize a landscape plan for 
the Center which would showcase the native plants of Baker 
Sanctuary. Unfortunately, shortly after the garden was planted, 
Baker saw several short-term stewards before I was hired in June of 

2010. As an unintended result, I inherited a 
garden that had certainly seen better days, 
in fact one section was so overrun with 
KR Bluestem I didn’t even know it was 
part of the garden until I stumbled across 
the limestone boundary rocks. Fixing 
the garden languished on the bottom of 
the job list until I met Diane Sherrill, a 
professional landscaper and active Travis 
Audubon member, who agreed to help 
spearhead the restoration effort. Using 
Bond’s original plans as a starting point, 
the garden will be given a make-over, 
replanting native species, installing 
several flagstone paths, augmenting the 
rock boundary, and adding a deep layer 
of juniper mulch to keep weeds at bay. 

As planned, the project will not be completed until the fall of this 
year but when it is done, it will not only be visually striking but 
also a great place for students and visitors to see and learn about 
native plants. If you wish to help in the effort, keep an eye out for 
upcoming eBlasts; we welcome all assistance.

Christopher Murray, Baker Sanctuary Steward
512-219-8425 or christophermurra@hotmail.com

Signs of springtime at Baker Sanctuary
Photo credit: Christopher Murray
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TA Field Trips May/June  2012
Due to the large number of events and limited space in Signal Smoke, readers are asked to visit the Field Trips page at www.travisaudubon.org for 
complete trip details and possible updates. Although emails to the registrar are preferred, those who do not have email access can register for any 
field trip by contacting Jeff Patterson at jepbird@att.net or 512-487-2755.

TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY - MAY/JUNE 2012 - FIELD TRIPS AT A GLANCE 

Date Time Location/Description 
Registration 
Required ? Contact Registration 

5/1/2012 7:00 am to early 
afternoon 

Super Tuesday! in San Marcos 
led by Deb and Lee Wallace  

Yes Deb & Lee Wallace 
apeld@austin.rr.com 

apeld@austin.rr.com  

5/5/2012 7:00-9:00 am Beginner’s Bird Walk  
at Lake Creek Trail 

No Virginia Rose,  
Judith Bailey 

5/6/2012 7:00-11:30 am Balcones Canyonlands National 
Wildlife Refuge, co-sponsored 
by TA and Friends of Balcones 
Canyonlands NWR 

Yes Deb Wallace 
apeld@austin.rr.com 

www.friendsofbalcones.org    

5/6/2012 8:45-10:45 am Laguna Gloria with Sam Fason. 
REGISTRATION 
REQUIRED

Yes Sam Fason 
scfason@gmail.com 

scfason@gmail.com 

5/8/2012 7:00-11:30 am Super Tuesday! at Cedar Breaks 
Park and Booty Park,  
led by Dan Callaway 

Yes Ken Zaslow khz@att.net khz@att.net  

5/12/2012 7:00 am & 4:00 
pm 

Monthly Bird Count  
at Hornsby Bend 

No Eric Carpenter  
ecarpe@gmail.com 

5/15/2012 6:30-10:30 am Super Tuesday!  
at Commons Ford Ranch Park, 
led by Ken Zaslow 

Yes Ken Zaslow  
khz@att.net 

khz@att.net  

5/19/2012 7:30 am-12:00 
noon 

Hornsby Bend  
Monthly Bird Walk 

No Eric Stager   

5/22/2012 7:30-9:30 am Two-hour Tuesday  
at Big Webberville Park, 
led by Ken Zaslow 

No Ken Zaslow  
khz@att.net 

6/2/2012 7:30 am to 4:00 
pm 

Cameron Park Zoo in Waco Yes Jeff Whitlock 
jeff@theonlinezoo.com 

jeff@theonlinezoo.com 

6/2/2012 7:00-9:00 am Beginner’s Bird Walk  
at Big Webberville Park 

No Virginia Rose,  
Judith Bailey 

6/3/2012 8:45-10:45 am Laguna Gloria with Sam Fason. 
REGISTRATION 
REQUIRED

Yes Sam Fason 
scfason@gmail.com 

scfason@gmail.com 

6/9/2012 all day Birding the Port Aransas & 
Corpus Christi Area 
by Land & Kayak 

Yes Shelia Hargis 
shelia.hargis@gmail.com 

shelia.hargis@gmail.com  

6/9/2012 7:00 am & 4:00 
pm 

Monthly Bird Count  
at Hornsby Bend 

No Eric Carpenter  
ecarpe@gmail.com 

6/10-18/12  Great Midwest Warbler-a-thon Yes $2125/person (includes a 
donation to TA) 
Kim Risen 

Kim Risen of NatureScape 
Tours (218) 426-3293 
kimrisen@naturescapenews.com 

6/16/2012 6:30-10:00 am Bird Survey  
at Baker Sanctuary 

Yes Shelia Hargis 
shelia.hargis@gmail.com 

shelia.hargis@gmail.com  

6/16/2012 7:30 am-12:00 
noon 

Hornsby Bend  
Monthly Bird Walk 

No Eric Stager   

6/17/2012 6:30 -11:30 am Cow Creek Road by Bike, co-
sponsored by TA and Friends of 
Balcones Canyonlands NWR 

Yes Shelia Hargis 
shelia.hargis@gmail.com 

www.friendsofbalcones.org    

6/23/2012 7:00-9:30 pm Evening at the Heron Rookery  
at Murphy Park in Taylor 

Yes Jeff Whitlock 
jeff@theonlinezoo.com 

jeff@theonlinezoo.com 



T r A V i s  A U d U B O N  s i G N A L  s M O K E  /  May/Jun 2012 11

TA Classes
Introduction to Birding Apps for Smartphones
Tuesday, June 5, 5:30 – 8:30 pm
Your phone has come a long way since all it could do was make calls. 
Since the advent of smartphones, apps have been developed for birding 
that put an entire library of field guides, recordings, geographical 
information, and more right in the palm of your hand. This 3-hour 
workshop will focus on the most popular apps for smartphones and 
other electronic devices and will give participants info on pricing, 
usability, portability, and that all-important fun-factor. The class will 
be held on Tuesday evening, June 5, from 5:30 – 8:30 pm. You will be 
notified of the class location after registration.

The class will be taught by Laurie Foss, who is the chair of the Travis 
Audubon Habitat Conservation Committee. Tuition will be $20 for 
Travis Audubon members and $25 for non-members. To register, 
contact Laurie Foss at lauriefoss@gmail.com or 512 751-3677. 

Feather Identification Class
Saturday, July 7, 9:00 am – 4:00 pm 
Learn everything you need to know to master bird feather identification 
with Dave Scott, author of Bird Feathers: A Guide to North American 
Species. This class will teach participants to identify feathers that they 
find in the field through a combination of shape, size, and color. Dave 
will share all of the information necessary to unlock the mysteries 
found within a single feather. This class will not only teach you how 
to identify feathers but will help you understand an incredible amount 
about the flight, lives, and habits of the world’s bird species. Knowledge 
of wing morphology and feather identification is an amazing addition to 
your birding tool box, and this class will provide you with a great start.

Dave Scott is a skilled wildlife tracker and naturalist, who has been 
involved in environmental education since 2003. Dave’s focus as 
an educator is to help his students reconnect with the natural world 
through wildlife tracking, increased sensory awareness, wilderness 
survival skills, and the development of a strong sense of place. Dave 
is the founder of Earth Native Wilderness School in Austin, where 
he currently teaches courses on bird feather identification, wildlife 
tracking, wilderness survival, and ecology. For more information, visit 
www.EarthNativeSchool.com. Autographed copies of Bird Feathers: A 
Guide to North American Species will be available for purchase at the 
class, cash or check accepted.

The class will be half lecture/PowerPoint and half hands-on feather 
identification using field guides. Dave will be bringing feathers from 
over 50 species occurring in North America for students to identify 
in small groups during the second half of the class. The workshop is 
limited to 36 participants and will be held on Saturday, July 7, from 
9:00 am – 4:00 pm in a southeast Austin location. Plan to bring your 
lunch to eat on-site. Tuition is $45 for Travis Audubon members and 
$60 for non-members. For more information or to register for the class, 
contact Shelia Hargis at shelia.hargis@gmail.com or at 294-0272. 
Include your name, phone, email address, and whether you are a Travis 
Audubon member or not.

Shorebird Identification Class
Thursdays  July 26, August 2, August 16
Saturday Field Trips  July 28, August 4
Field Trip to Coast August 18-19
Sandpipers and plovers are a fascinating group of birds. They 
undertake some of the most spectacular long-distance migrations 
of any animals (radio-tagged Bar-tailed Godwits have recently 
been recorded flying over 6,200 non-stop miles in six-and-a-half 
to seven-and-a-half days!) and are already moving southward 
through our area. Can you tell which of those little brown birds 
on the mudflats at Hornsby Bend are which? If not, Tim Fennell’s 
Shorebird Identification Class is a great way for intermediate birders 
to learn how to distinguish between Least, Semipalmated, and 
Western Sandpipers, Lesser and Greater Yellowlegs, and other similar 
shorebirds. Tim teaches science at the Liberal Arts and Science 
Academy High School in Austin and has been teaching the Shorebird 
Identification Class for Travis Audubon since 1998. 

Class lectures will take place from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. on Thursdays 
July 26, August 2, and August 16 at the Hornsby Bend Center for 
Environmental Research. There will be local field trips (most likely 
to Hornsby Bend, Granger Lake or Lake Buchanan) on Saturdays 
July 28 and August 4, and an optional trip to the Texas coast on the 
weekend of August 18-19. The tuition is $75 for Travis Audubon 
members and $85 for non-members. For those who go to the coast, 
there will be an additional fee to cover Tim’s expenses. This should 
range from $30 to $45, depending upon how many sign up for the 
coast trip. For more information or to register for the class, contact 
Jane Tillman at mljt@mail.utexas.edu after June 15 .

Travis Audubon Hummingbird Identification Class 2012
Tuesdays   August 7, 14
Ft. Davis Field Trip  Aug 17-19 
Central Texans have a wealth of hummingbirds visiting us each year. 
From our nesting Ruby-throated and Black-chinned Hummingbirds 
to the elusive visitors like Broad-billed Hummingbirds and Green-
breasted Mango, Central Texas hummingbirds can be a challenge to 
identify. This class will introduce the fifteen hummingbird species that 
have been seen in Central Texas. Mark Klym will discuss their ranges, 
habitat, and frequency of occurrence, and will emphasize those 
characteristics that can be used for effective identification, and sounds 
that can be used for locating and differentiating these birds. Each 
species will be examined in detail, looking at key diagnostic features, 
and compared to similar, often confusing species. 

Mark Klym is Coordinator of the Texas Hummingbird Roundup and 
Texas Wildscapes programs for Texas Parks and Wildlife (TPWD). 
He is also co-author of Hummingbirds of Texas (Texas A&M Press, 
2005). No prior birding experience is necessary. Participants will 
receive a Hummingbird Roundup kit from TPWD as well as other 
handouts. Two lecture sessions will be held on Tuesday evenings 
August 7 and 14 at a Southeast Austin location. An optional field trip 
to the Fort Davis area will be offered August 17-19. Tuition for the 
class is $40 for Travis Audubon members and $55 for non-members. 
For those who go on the field trip, there will be an additional fee to 
cover Mark’s expenses. For more information or to register for the 
class, contact Frances Cerbins after June 15 at taclasses@yahoo.com.
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Twenty Ways to Help

continued on next page

Celebrating 20 Years of 
International Migratory Bird Day

Environment for the Americas (EFTA) is a non-profit organization that 
provides information and materials about birds, bird conservation, 
and bird education from Canada to South America. The EFTA is 

best known for their signature program, International Migratory Bird 
Day (IMBD). International Migratory Bird Day is the only international 
education program 
that highlights 
and celebrates 
the migration 
of nearly 350 
species of 
migratory birds 
between nesting 
habitats in North 
America and 
non-breeding 
grounds in 
Latin America, 
Mexico, and 
the Caribbean. 
Each year IMBD 
explores a 
different aspect 
of migratory 
birds and their 
conservation. 
This year, 
International 
Migratory 
Bird Day will 
celebrate its 20th 
anniversary. As part 
of the 20th anniversary celebrations, the annual bird conservation theme 
will focus on 20 ways people may help preserve birds every day. The 
theme is highlighted in the 2012 art created by Rafael Lopez. The lively 
piece reflects the joy, curiosity, and beauty of birds, while sharing the 
importance of community in bird conservation. Below are the 20 ways 
you can make a difference for the birds along with some of our ideas 
about how to implement these actions in your life. 

20 Ways to Conserve Birds
 

It’s easy to get involved in bird conservation, and like anything, some 
of your most helpful actions begin at home. EFTA surveyed biologists, 
educators, conservationists, birdwatchers, and bird enthusiasts to get their 
best ideas for getting involved in bird conservation. Imagine how many 
birds you can help finish their migratory journey, have a successful nesting 
season, raise young, survive the winter, if you just....
 

Prevent Birds Colliding with Your Windows.1.   Collisions are one 
of the most frequent causes of bird deaths. Birds see nature reflected 
in the window or mistake houseplants inside the building for outdoor 
plants and fly into the glass. Putting up curtains or window decals 
helps make the window visible to birds.

Travis Audubon member Jean Martin brought a new product to 
our attention recently. It is a translucent adhesive tape that, when 
applied to windows, prevents birds from striking them. It has been 
developed, tested, and endorsed by American Bird Conservancy, 
which is also selling it. Read their news release at: www.abcbirds.
org/newsandreports/releases/120221.html.

Protect Birds From Pets.2.   Unleashed dogs and outdoor cats can 
harm birds by disturbing, chasing, and even killing them. Keeping 
your cat indoors and your dog from straying saves millions of birds 
each year.

American Bird Conservancy offers extensive information and rec-
ommendations regarding keeping your cat indoors. Find more infor-
mation at www.abcbirds.org/abcprograms/policy/cats/index.html.

Clean Your Bird Feeders.3.   Dirty feeders can spread disease. Dis-
infect and clean out old seed from feeders frequently and put fresh 
water in your bird bath every day.

Feeders can be sanitized with a solution of one part bleach to nine 
or ten parts hot water. Commercial birdfeeder cleaning solutions are 
also effective, and a mild solution of unscented dish detergent is ac-
ceptable as well. Step-by-step instructions can be found on websites 
such as Wild Bird Magazine and Wild Birds Unlimited.

Don’t Buy Illegally Caged Birds.4.   Selling wild-caught birds as pets 
is illegal. Buy only captive-bred birds. Make certain that the breeder 
or pet store is reputable.

Use Cloth Grocery Bags and Reusable Bottles.5.    Birds that mis-
takenly eat plastic trash can become ill or even die. Avoiding plastic 
bags and bottles reduces plastic pollution and conserves resources.

Buy a Travis Audubon water bottle and use it proudly!

Recycle.6.   Anything you recycle reduces litter and saves resources. 
Get creative! You can make a bag from used juice containers and 
bird feeders from old dishes and plastic bottles.

We’d love to see how creative you can be in using recycled materials 
to benefit the birds. Send us your photos (info@travisaudubon.org) 
or post them on our Facebook page.

Restore Natural Habitat in Your Community.7.   Birds need a place 
to live and many bird habitats are disappearing. City parks and open 
spaces are natural places for birds. Work with your community to 
recreate the habitat that once existed in your area.

Travis Audubon offers many opportunities to help us restore/
maintain our sanctuaries. Volunteer for a work-day at Baker 
Sanctuary, Blair Woods, or Chaetura Canyon. Or talk with a member 
of our Urban Habitat Committee about creating a wildscape in your 
yard or neighborhood.

IMBD art by Rafael Lopez
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Keep Your Distance. 8.  Birds need space for feeding, nesting, and 
other daily activities. Approaching too closely may cause them to be-
come nervous and deplete much-needed energy reserves.  During the 
nesting season, it may even result in loss of eggs or young to preda-
tors.

Practice this on all of the Travis Audubon field trips. 

Leave Fledglings Where You Find Them.9.   Fledglings may spend 
several days on the ground after they leave the nest before they are 
able to fly. You can help by keeping people and pets away, so their 
parents can continue to care for them. If you think a bird is truly an 
orphan, call a rehabilitator for instructions.

Wildlife Rescue is headquartered at Blair Woods. Call them at 472-
9453 if you find a bird that you think is an orphan.

Slow Down When Driving.10.   Cars kill millions of birds each year. 
Driving slowly gives you more time to respond if there is an animal in 
the road and gives the animal plenty of time to get out of the way.

And going slower gives you more opportunity to see great birds! Of 
course, we would never condone birding while driving. ( :

Buy Bird Friendly Products.11.   You can help preserve bird habitat 
in Mexico, Central and South America and the Caribbean by buying 
shade-grown coffee and chocolate. Shade coffee farms, which imitate 
native forests, have many more bird species than sun coffee farms.

You can likely find several different brands of shade-grown 
coffee at your favorite grocery store. If not, look for it at Central 
Market, Costco, HEB, Texas Coffee Traders, and Whole Foods. If 
online shopping is your thing, check out Birds & Beans at www.
birdsandbeans.com.  

Plant Native.12.   Native plants provide food, nest sites, and cover for 
birds.

A member of our Urban Habitat Committee would love to talk with 
you about creating a wildscape in your yard using native plants. 
Check out the plant recommendations and gardening resources on the 
committee’s webpage on our website. 

Teach Others About Birds.13.   Talk to your friends about birds and 
start a club in your community to teach people about the challenges 
birds face. The more people know, the more they can do to help.

If you like to talk about birds and are a good public speaker, join the 
newly formed Travis Audubon Speakers Bureau. If public speaking 
isn’t your forte, invite one of our speakers to give a presentation to 
your neighborhood association or other organization that you are a 
part of.

Get Outdoors and Enjoy Nature.14.   You can appreciate the bird habi-
tat near your home. Find a local park and go for a walk or just stroll 
around your neighborhood.

This one is easy! Go on a field trip. Bird our sanctuaries. Participate 
in Project Patchwork, which is an initiative of the Habitat 

Conservation Committee that encourages birders to bird their 
favorite park regularly and enter your sightings into eBird.

Take a Friend Bird Watching.15.   Invite a buddy and see if you can 
spot more birds together.
Another easy one! Invite a friend to join you on a field trip or take 
them to see our sanctuaries. They will be impressed at the number 
of birds you show them.

Support Conservation.16.   Join a bird club or other conservation 
organization to learn more and contribute to protecting birds. Vol-
unteer with organizations that preserve habitat and help birds.

If you’re not already a member of Travis Audubon, join us! If you 
are a member, thank you for your support. You are critical to our 
success. We have many volunteer opportunities. Find the one (or 
several) that match your interests and skills and get involved.

Be a Citizen Scientist.17.   Many projects need helpers to gather data 
on birds and their habitat. Contact your local Nature Center, li-
brary or conservation organization to volunteer.

Participating in the Hornsby Bend monthly survey or the Baker 
Sanctuary quarterly survey is a way to be a citizen scientist. 
Entering your bird sightings into eBird is being a citizen scientist. 
Birding your favorite patch and entering your sightings into eBird 
counts toward this too.

Reduce Energy Use.18.   Riding your bike or walking reduces your 
carbon footprint and prevents pollution of bird habitats. Switching 
off the lights in your house not only shrinks your energy bill, but 
can also help prevent birds from colliding with your windows.

Carpooling on field trips is another idea. Birding by bike is a great 
way to bird and lower your carbon footprint. Riding the bus also 
gives you an opportunity to bird while you’re walking to/from the 
bus stop and waiting for the bus.

Avoid Chemicals.19.   Birds may accidentally eat pesticide and her-
bicide pellets or prey that have been poisoned. This can kill a bird 
or have toxic effects on their own health and that of their growing 
embryos, including deformation or suppressed immune systems.

Learn the Hunting Laws.20.   Federal and local laws protect sensitive 
areas and manage the harvest of birds to ensure healthy popula-
tions. Purchase a Federal Migratory Bird Hunting and Conserva-
tion Stamp. It contributes to habitat, which benefits all birds.

International Migratory Bird Day officially takes place on the second 
Saturday in May (May 12) in the U.S. and Canada but if that date 
doesn’t work for you, choose a date and celebrate our migratory birds! 
You can find more information and activities at www.birdday.org. For 
twenty days leading up to May 12, we’ll be posting one of these ideas 
on our Facebook page and will be soliciting your ideas on how you 
implement them your life. We expect some great, innovative ideas from 
our Friends! Thank you for doing your part to conserve birds.

Shelia Hargis
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Volunteer of the Year 
Jane Tillman, National Wildlife Federation 
2011 Volunteer of the Year!

National Wildlife Federation (NWF) annually honors an 
outstanding individual who volunteers their time, talents, 
and service to support the mission of NWF and/or its 

state affiliates to protect wildlife for our children’s future and to 
build a conservation movement. Travis Audubon member and 
volunteer extraordinaire Jane Tillman was nominated by the Austin 

Habitat Steward group and 
by Travis Audubon for the 
2011 Volunteer of the Year 
award. And Jane won! Jane 
has served as a volunteer 
with NWF since 2003, 
and she has been actively 
volunteering with Travis 
Audubon since 2002. Jane 
is a dynamo! It is hard, no, 
it is impossible to be around 
her and not get excited about 
birds and the native plants 
that they depend on for food, 
shelter, and a place to raise 
their young. Here are a few 

of the things Jane has accomplished:

Jane has chaired the Travis Audubon Urban Habitat Committee for 
many years. During that time, she and her committee:

Compiled information for birders and the general public   �
 on common backyard birds of Austin, native plants   
 of Austin that attract birds, and good hummingbird plants  
 for the Austin area.

Created a display board for community events highlighting   �
 birds, native plants, and wildscaping.

Coordinated efforts to build and install numerous Chimney   �
 Swift towers, which are nesting and roosting sites for a  
 bird whose populations are declining across North   
 America.

Coordinated NWF Habitat Steward training for several   �
 years and trained many Travis Audubon members and  
 others.

Jane also accomplished many other things:

Taught wildscaping classes for Travis Audubon members   �
 and non-members.

Presented on wildscaping at Travis Audubon’s monthly   �
 meeting and many community events.

Taught “Introduction to Backyard Birding” for Travis   �

 Audubon members and non-members which highlighted  
 her certified Best of Texas Backyard Wildlife Habitat.

Held City of Austin leaders accountable for their    �
 commitment to Austin as a Community Wildlife   
 Habitat and serves on the Wildlife Austin Habitat   
 Committee. Her efforts resulted in the hiring of a dedicated  
 person to this initiative after the City had decided not fill  
 the position that was vacated by Alice Nance.

Coordinated and staffed numerous Travis Audubon booths   �
 at various events at The Wildflower Center focusing on the  
 connection of birds and native plants.

Coordinated Travis Audubon’s involvement in City of   �
 Austin’s Celebrate Urban Birds events.

Coordinates and helps write the KXAN bird forecasts. �

Gets the word out about the wonders of nature in a variety   �
 of unique ways such as her Austin American Statesman  
 article titled “To me, Austin is all about the birds.”

Please help us congratulate Jane on her NWF Volunteer of the Year 
award and thank her for her many contributions to Travis Audubon 
and for all she does for the birds and birders of the Austin area. If 
you haven’t met Jane, introduce yourself to her at the next Travis 
Audubon meeting. Be prepared to be inspired! 

Shelia Hargis

Galapagos Islands Cruise Aboard Isabela II
July 5–17, 2012

Victor Emanuel Nature Tours has 
generously offered to donate $500 to 
Travis Audubon for each person who 

registers for the Galapagos Islands Cruise and 
identifies themselves as having learned about 
the trip through Travis Audubon. 

Experience the thrill of a Galapagos Islands 
cruise with Victor Emanuel Nature Tours, one of the most trusted 
names in nature tourism. We’ll visit all the major islands and 
view the iconic wildlife for which the Galapagos are so famous 
including giant tortoise, marine iguanas, lava lizards, Flightless 
Cormorants, Waved Albatross, Galapagos Penguins, and 
Darwin’s Finches. Travel will be aboard Isabela II, one of the 
most comfortable cruise ships available in the islands.

This trip will be led by Michael O’Brien and Louise Zemaitis, in 
addition to an excellent Galapagos staff. For more information, 
or to register, please visit the website of Victor Emanuel Nature 
Tours; call 800-328-VENT; or email: info@ventbird.com.

Jane Tillman
Photo credit: Mark Lyon
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Business Members
Travis Audubon is delighted to recognize its Business Members:

PMB Helin Donovan, LLP

Powell, Ebert & Smolik, PC

Charles J Stephens, Prudential Texas Realty

To learn about the benefits of supporting Travis Audubon as 
a Business Member, please go to www.travisaudubon.org 

and click on Business Member, or contact Travis Audubon at 
512.300.BIRD (2473).

Many thanks to all our donors – 
your support is critical to the ongoing conservation and education efforts of Travis Audubon.  

Our Donors
Vireo 
Jill Hinckley
Mary Kelly
Lee Kintzel
Theresa Massey
Janelle Medrano
Ann Overall
Nancy Radding
Marcia Sims
Guy Thompson
Bob Warneke

Warbler
Cliff Ladd

Spring Appeal: 
Computers 
Bonnie Anderson
Gloria Blagg
Valarie Bristol
Jon Donaldson
Patricia Gallagher
Caroline Jones
Clif Ladd
Kelly Logan
Nancy Manning
Marilyn Davis Rabkin
Rose Ann Reeser
Alec Rhodes
Jan Roberts
Sue Roberts
Stuart Shipnes
Steve Sigman
Chula Sims
Cindy Sperry
Ray Toburen
Karen Tuel
Ruth Villarreal

2012 Initiatives
Sam Burnes
George Holmgreen
Rob Westerkom

Youth Education
Christopher and Tara Lopez 

Chaetura Canyon Expansion 
Sandy Brown
Georgean and Paul Kyle
Nancy Podio
Ed Sones

Chaetura Canyon Maintenance 
Zofia and Joseph Hunt
Joy Ruth
Brush Freeman
Anne and John Donovan
Andy and Nona Sansom
Oscar and Frances Cerbins
Pat and Carolyn Powers
Liz Gushee
Steve Janda
Ann and Bill Edwards
Gloria Blagg
Linda Foss
Amelia Green
Carrie Lasseter
Michelle Acevedo
Susie Aquirre
Jen LaGrange
Birdie White
Marsha Karrass
Gail Penny-Chapmond
Joan Chapman
Loretta Dahmus

M. A. Zaffrann
Dale Evans
Karen Morrison
Cynthia Clerc
Dana Skillman
Cindy Frey

In Memory of Larry Brown
Ann Kramer

In Memory of Peter Werner
Robert Gerrie

Unrestricted
Clarie Breihan
Francisca Dodier Lugo
Kirt Kiester
Priscilla Murr
Bert Piboin
Maria Shelton

Special Thanks to 
Northwest Neighbors
for their donation.

Travis Audubon would like to thank Loretta Warner, owner of 
O’Leander Café, for donating some 
very delicious ziti for the Baker 
Sanctuary JAEC work day. 
  
1395 South Hwy. 183
Suite 140
Leander, TX 
512-259-3388

Travis Audubon would like to thank Kevin Coleman of Enviro Air & Water 
for the donation of his time and expertise in trouble-shooting the water 

softener issues 
at the steward’s 
home at Baker 
Sanctuary.

901 Westlake Drive  Austin, Texas  78746
512-328-6637 512-913-7750 cell
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Austin, Texas

Travis Audubon
YES! I want to enjoy the benefits of Travis Audubon chapter 
membership. Enroll me as a member of Travis Audubon. 
Enclosed is my check for:

 	$10 Youth Membership (up to age 18)
	 	$30	 Individual Membership
	 	$45	 Family Membership
	 	$75	 Painted Bunting Membership (embroidered patch of 

Painted Bunting)
	 	$100	 Vireo Membership (embroidered patch of Vireo, 
   bumper sticker)
	 	$250	 Warbler Membership (embroidered patch of War-

bler, one free class,  VIP field trip)
	 	$1,000	 Lifetime Membership (Special Lifetime Member em-

broidered patch, T-shirt, Invitation to special events, 
VIP field trip)

 T-shirt size (for Lifetime memberships)   ________________

 	 This is a gift membership from ________________________
  

Name __________________________Phone _____________

Address __________________________________________

city ______________________ state ____  Zip __________

Email  ___________________________________________

Visit the Travis Audubon Web site: 
www.travisaudubon.org

Travis Audubon
3710 cedar street
Box 5
Austin, TX. 78705

dated Material - dO NOT dELAY

Join your local Audubon chapter, Travis Audubon, by using 
the form at the right. Your dues will be put to use supporting 
local conservation, education, research projects, field trips, 

and other Travis Audubon activities right here in Central Texas. 
We seek your support through your membership in our local 
chapter. To become a member of National Audubon, please go 
to their website at www.audubon.org. Don’t forget to include the 
National Audubon Source Code of 79M7 and the Travis Audubon 
Chapter code of W03, so Travis Audubon receives credit.

Join Travis Audubon now and support 
local birds, wildlife, and their habitats
Travis Audubon chapter members receive six issues of the Signal 
Smoke newsletter, priority sign-ups on local field trips, discounts 
on our educational classes, the opportunity to participate in our 
e-mail group, attend our wonderful monthly lectures, access to 
our three sanctuaries, and more!

To join Travis Audubon
Make your check payable to Travis Audubon and send it with 
this form to Travis Audubon, 3710 Cedar St., Box 5, Austin, TX 
78705, or join on-line using any major credit card by going to 
www.travisaudubon.org and clicking on ‘Membership.’

T r a v i s  A u d u b o n  


