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December 1, 2017 
 
Dear Friend, 
 
In order to reach a much larger audience, Signal Smoke transitioned to a 100% 
digital and searchable blog format. We are very excited about this change. 
However, we recognize that a downloadable version is very useful!  
 
The following pages contain a selection of blog posts from September and 
October 2016. On the last page, we have included a list of events for December 
and January. 
 
For the complete Signal Smoke blog, please visit 
http://travisaudubon.org/signal-smoke-online 
 
Happy Birding, 
Travis Audubon Staff  
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World Shorebird Day 
SEPTEMBER 9, 2016  
 
On Tuesday, Travis Audubon celebrated World Shorebird Day with two events at Hornsby 
Bend! About half of the world’s shorebird populations are in decline and the rate of habitat 
loss is worse than ever before. 
 
With this in mind World Shorebirds Day was created with the following aims: 

• To raise public awareness about the need to protect shorebirds and their habitats 
throughout their life cycles; 

• To raise public awareness about the need for ongoing shorebird research; 
• To connect people with shorebirds through important shorebird sites around the 

world; 
• To get shorebird enthusiasts to introduce shorebirds to more birdwatchers; 
• To raise awareness about the need for increased funding for shorebird research, 

monitoring and conservation. 
 
Tuesday’s events were very successful! Birders had a wonderful time observing Sanderlings, 
Wilson’s Phalaropes, Black-necked Stilts, and 16 other avian species. 
 
Shorebirds are athletes – with long and hazardous migrations. They are also world-class 
geographers. According to the Texas Ornithological Society Handbook of Texas Birds, 
Sanderlings are rare migrants inland. It is a species of high concern. 
 
Although not shorebirds, waders like the White Ibis and the White-faced Ibis were also real 
treats. The juvenile White Ibis may have been hatched on the coast and has wandered 
inland.  We don’t see White-faced Ibis all year and they are striking birds. 
 
 
Think Outside the Park Interview with Amy Belaire By Betsy Pfeil 
SEPTEMBER 13, 2016 
 
Dr. Amy Belaire is the Natural Resources Manager & Coordinator of Education and 
Research at Wild Basin. She is a landscape ecologist with a focus on urban environments. 
Amy received her Master’s in Environmental Management from Duke University and her 
Ph.D. in Biology from the University of Illinois at Chicago, where she researched bird-
species diversity in urban neighborhoods. You can hear Amy speak on Birds, Yards, and 
People at the September Meeting of Travis Audubon. 
 
Betsy Pfeil: Where did you grow up and when did you become interested in nature? 
Amy Belaire: I grew up in Rockport, Texas and counted pelicans on Aransas Bay every day 
on my way to elementary school. 
 
BP: Tell us about your early experiences with birds and birding. 
AB: My first job after college was with an environmental consulting company doing habitat 
assessments and surveys for golden-cheeked warblers here in Austin. That was my first real 
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experience studying birds, and I loved it. 
 
BP: What inspired you to pursue your career specialty? Were you interested in 
environmental conservation in general? Were you specifically interested in birds? What was 
your connection to urban ecology? 
AB: I’ve always been interested in environmental science and conservation. After I got my 
master’s degree, I worked for several years at the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center as 
the project coordinator and researcher for a project called the Sustainable Sites Initiative 
(SITES). SITES is a rating system for sustainable landscapes and is based on the premise that 
all environments, from small designed urban landscapes to large national parks, can provide 
ecological benefits. It inspired me to think more broadly about what is possible in our 
developed landscapes, especially if we put our minds to it and think about the types of 
ecological functions that can still be provided in urban areas. 
I also think that urban ecosystems have been ignored and overlooked, but recent research 
shows that these places are not “biological wastelands” at all! Peter Marra from the 
Smithsonian Migratory Bird Institute gave a talk earlier this year, and he said, “Urban areas 
are the front lines of conservation.” I believe this too. There is so much potential to re-think 
the way we design and manage urban ecosystems, especially since urban areas are going to 
continue to expand. There is also tremendous potential to re-connect people with nature, even 
if it’s the “everyday nature” in their own backyards. 
 
BP: Why do you consider birds important in an urban center such as Austin? We have plenty 
of theaters, music venues, and restaurants. Who has time for birds? 
AB: I think that birds are an easy way for people to connect with nature—people love birds. 
One of the things we found in our research was that people who perceived more bird 
diversity around their homes were also more likely to agree that birds contribute to their 
physical and mental well-being. We also found that birds can inspire people to make more 
wildlife-friendly choices in their yard design and management. Findings like that point to the 
power that birds can have in cities! 
I work with college students at St. Edward’s University and Wild Basin, and I think it’s fun 
to watch them learn how to identify birds that they see and hear every day yet haven’t really 
“known” before. They’ll see a Carolina Wren at Wild Basin and then later they’ll see a 
Carolina Wren outside their window at home and think, “Wow, the area outside my 
apartment is also a ‘habitat’ for birds. I hadn’t really thought about this area as being a 
potential habitat!” That’s transforming the way they see the environments around them, and 
it’s a new and exciting way of thinking about urban landscapes. 
 
BP: How do you think our cities can improve their quality of natural spaces? 
AB: Most of my work has focused on the areas outside of natural areas and looked at ways 
that we can design the more developed spaces to improve habitat connectivity or even 
expand the total area of usable habitat for some species. Conservation and restoration of 
natural areas are tremendously important, but there’s also the need to “think outside the 
park.” Managing the areas between the natural spaces can be a really important conservation 
strategy in cities. 
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BP: What are the most positive examples you’ve seen of cooperation and collaboration with 
respect to bird-friendly neighborhoods? 
AB: One of the projects that I think is really exciting is a program called “Habitat Network” 
developed by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and The Nature Conservancy. The idea is to 
create social networks of neighbors sharing their ideas and strategies for wildlife-friendly 
yards, which could lead to on-the-ground networks of richer habitat in residential areas. 
They’re trying to harness the power of the crowd. So far, over 20,000 yard-owners have 
participated and mapped over 330,000 acres of yard habitats. I love this concept, and they’ve 
made it so easy to participate. 
 
BP: What changes do you hope to see in Austin and other cities like ours? 
AB: I’m very excited that over 2,000 yards in Austin are Certified Wildlife Habitats (see map 
here). This means that the social norms may shift over time such that habitat yards are cooler 
and more desirable than traditional lawn-based yards. A lot of the research on this points to 
the power of social norms in shifting environmental behavior. For example, if several of your 
neighbors have a Certified Wildlife Habitat yard, you’re more likely to start gravitating 
toward that type of design and finding that style of yard appealing. And you might just end 
up converting your own yard to a Certified Wildlife Habitat. 
 
BP: Some of your studies revealed higher numbers of non-native bird species in 
neighborhoods when outdoor cats were present. What suggestions do you have for cat 
owners? 
AB: I think that keeping cats inside is one of the easiest and most powerful things we can do 
to increase the bird-friendliness of our yards. A lot of the research on this suggests that cats 
have significant consequences for urban bird communities, especially native bird species. 
Cats obviously can have direct effects by preying on native birds, and they also have indirect 
effects that are unexpected. For example, birds will adjust nest placement or nest-defense 
behaviors in response to the mere presence of cats in the area, which can in turn attract other 
predators to the nest. 
 
 
Texas Naturalist’s Notes By Bill Reiner 
SEPTEMBER 20, 2016 
 
September and October are traveling times for many bird species. Most of the travelers are 
southbound migrants: stragglers from the shorebird migration that peaked in August; the 
songbird wave that crests during September; then the kettles of hawks and rafts of waterfowl 
that start to appear late in September and increase through October. 
 
But the summer dispersal of Gulf Coast wading birds—primarily herons and egrets—
continues into the warm months of autumn, too. So, in Austin, birds can be moving westward 
rather than southward into our area. 
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And some, such as White-faced Ibises, may do both. You can often find a group of these 
dusky, long-legged, long-necked waders at Hornsby Bend early in the fall. Their odd yet 
elegant form culminates in the sickle-shaped bill that inspired the folk name of “black 
curlew.” 
 
But don’t count on seeing the “white face.” The white feathers that surround the bare facial 
skin are a feature of the breeding plumage of adults, not seen on the juvenile birds or post-
breeding adults. Autumn White-faced Ibises are also less likely to show any of the rich 
maroon-chestnut hues on the head and body feathers, though the wings and back retain their 
green and bronzy sheens. 
 
They may look like a cross between herons and curlews, but ibises are not very closely 
related to either group. From DNA analysis, their nearest relatives, despite very different bill 
shapes, appear to be the spoonbills, followed by the storks. An old family of birds, the ibises 
also have a very long history of association with humans—as their names attest. “Ibis” is the 
only North American bird name (to this writer’s knowledge) that can be traced directly to 
ancient Egyptian. (Not always pronounced correctly, the first “i” is long, so pronounced 
“EYE-biss.”) The unwieldy family name, Threskiornithidae, translates from the Greek as 
“sacred bird.” 
 
The ancient Egyptians attached great religious significance to the ibis. The origin of this 
connection is not clear, though the Greek writer Herodotus related a tale of ibises devouring a 
swarm of “winged snakes” that invaded Egypt from the mountain passes. (What these 
invaders actually were is open to question. They may have been locusts, which are frequently 
eaten by ibises.) 
 
The Egyptian god Thoth—god of the moon, wisdom, and secret knowledge—is usually 
represented by an ibis in hieroglyphics. It may be that the crescent-shaped ibis bill led to 
associations with the crescent moon, and the lunar deity. 
 
Though other ibis species are present in Egypt, the Sacred Ibis (Threskiornis aethiopicus) 
was the one linked with the deity. One might think association with a god would be a good 
thing for a bird species, and it seems that wild Sacred Ibises were protected from harm by 
pharaonic decree. However, ibises were also raised for the purpose of ritual sacrifice and 
mummification to curry favor with Thoth. Archaeologists estimate there are hundreds of 
thousands of mummified ibis remains still buried in underground Egyptian vaults. 
 
Given this history, White-faced Ibises are probably lucky that they were not so revered. 
However, human activities have not always been kind to this species, either—especially our 
penchant for draining wetlands and spraying pesticides. 
 
The bill of an ibis is well-adapted for probing mud or shallow water for the small animals 
that live there. Crayfish, aquatic insects (especially larvae of flies, beetles, and dragonflies), 
earthworms, leeches, snails and other shellfish, frogs, and small fish are all important food 
items. The tip of the bill is sensitive to touch, a particularly useful characteristic for feeding 
in murky water or mud. The long legs, paired with the long neck and bill, allow an ibis to 
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probe the bottom sediments of pools to about eight inches below the water surface without 
submerging the rest of its body. 
 
The most widespread ibis species in North America, White-faced Ibises have nested from 
Oregon to Alberta and Minnesota, south to California and Texas, and east along the Gulf of 
Mexico at least to Alabama. They also breed in parts of central Mexico. There is, 
intriguingly, also a large and completely separate population in southern South America, 
ranging from Peru to Argentina. 
 
In the winter, White-faced Ibises of the interior West migrate south to Mexico, a few 
locations in southern California and Arizona, and the Gulf of Mexico coast, especially in 
Texas and Louisiana. 
 
Though the North American breeding range is large, White-faced Ibises breeding in the 
interior West are nomadic, and do not always nest in the same place every year. Parent ibises 
need to be able to collect a lot of food quickly in order to raise a family. The shallow marshes 
and flooded fields where they forage are often rich in food resources, but those wetlands can 
disappear from one year to the next after drought or a change in land management. So the 
birds need to be flexible, and to explore widely to find a suitable breeding location. 
 
When they do find a wetland that provides enough food for one pair, it is often rich enough 
to support several ibis families for the duration of the breeding season. So White-faced Ibises 
can afford to be colonial nesters. They are often found in groups, which provide greater 
protection from predators. Like neotropical migrants that migrate from the tropics to nest in 
the forests and prairies of temperate North America, they are opportunists: reaping a harvest 
that is bountiful for a limited time. 
 
Draining natural wetlands to convert them to cropland has, of course, been detrimental to 
White-faced Ibises. Human-created rice fields have compensated for that loss in some areas, 
especially on the Texas and Louisiana coastal plain. They provide large expanses of 
shallowly-inundated wetlands, perfect for finding crayfish. Irrigated fields can also provide a 
substitute habitat for them, partially offsetting the draining of wetlands, though ibises 
abandon these when pools of water evaporate. 
 
Unfortunately, dieldrin, sprayed to control insects in the rice fields, led to the deaths of 
nestling and juvenile ibises as the birds accumulated the poison in the brain and other body 
tissues. Harry Oberholser, in his Birds of Texas account of the species, relays a report that a 
colony of more than 1000 adult White-faced Ibises at Lavaca Bay raised almost no young in 
the summer of 1970. Elsewhere, control of mosquitoes with DDT led to the same weakened 
eggshells among ibises, and subsequent nest failure, as it did for Bald Eagles and Ospreys. 
 
Between the loss of natural wetlands and the poisoning of artificial ones, White-faced Ibis 
numbers plummeted in the mid-1960s and early 1970s. Banning dieldrin, DDT, and related 
chemicals in this country has certainly helped their reproductive success. Further loss of 
wetlands from the arid West will continue to be a danger, especially as demand for water 
increases in that region. 
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As with the survival of so many animal species, ensuring that the “black curlews” continue to 
make their autumn appearance at Hornsby Bend—from whichever direction they come—will 
depend upon the decisions we make in conflicts between their needs and the wants and needs 
of our growing human population. 
 
Sources for this article included Birds and People, by Mark Cocker and David Tipling; 
Storks, Ibises, and Spoonbills of the World by James A. Hancock, James A. Kushlan, and M. 
Philip Kahl; and White-faced Ibis, by Ronald A. Ryder and David E. Manry, in the Birds of 
North America Life Histories for the 21st Century series. 
 
 
Birding on the Prairie 
SEPTEMBER 22, 2016 
 
We had our monthly field trip at Commons Ford on September 18. Sixteen individuals, 
including field trip leaders participated, and we were joined by our own Travis Audubon 
Executive Director, Joan Marshall. 
 
We birded in the increasing heat from about 6:30 AM until 11:30 AM. We had 43 species, 
plus three other taxa. The number of species was lower than expected in that we only had 
three of our dawn targets (Great Horned Owl, Eastern Screech-Owl and Rufous-crowned 
Sparrow) and only one(!) warbler (Wilson’s Warbler). Given the insect activity over the 
prairie, the number of swallows (Cave and Barn) was not surprising. Of course, the House 
Finches and Lesser Goldfinches are continuing to feed on the seeds in impressive numbers. 

 
The highlight of the day was a Peregrine Falcon swooping down after a Wood Duck. The 
exhausted falcon missed its prey but perched in the open across the lake allowing us to get 
some great scope views and photos. This gave us the opportunity to consider the battle from 
the predator’s side. This bird was very likely migrating and was low on energy. It would need 
to feed in order to continue its migration, yet it had expended so much effort, its next attempt 
to go after prey would no doubt be even more difficult. 
 
The prairie was also in very good shape for the end of summer. The rains have kept the 
prairie green and we were able to see all of the “big four” prairie grasses (little bluestem, big 
bluestem, yellow indiangrass and switchgrass). We also saw several clumps of eastern 
gamagrass. This species was specifically included in our second seed mix as it provides a 
good food source for prairie bird species. Several late-summer and fall wildflowers are 
continuing to bloom including gayfeather and both commons and Maximilian sunflower. 
 
Of course, you don’t need an invitation to visit Commons Ford Park or Prairie. Park hours 
are now 5:00 AM – 10:00 PM seven days a week. 
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Ask a Birder 
SEPTEMBER 28, 2016 
 
A new member of Travis Audubon, Scott Nowlin, spotted a flock of 4-5 birds, which he 
believed to be peregrine falcons. He contacted Travis Audubon for additional information 
about these birds. He said that the birds were soaring high above the Barton Creek Country 
Club/Omni Hotel grounds. He was wondering if this was typical behavior for this type of 
bird (to fly in a small group). 
 
Charles Stephens, September’s resident birding expert, provided us with the answer to 
Scott’s question: 
 
“Thank you for your question regarding the raptor you got to witness. One part of your 
description “flying high” did match a characteristic of a peregrine falcon, but they are very 
rare seen with another falcon unless it’s a male courting a female. They are almost always 
seen flying and hunting solo.” 
 
“The species of raptors matching your description sounds more like the Mississippi Kites 
which coincidentally are migrating through our area now & over the next few weeks.  I saw 
6-10 Kites a week ago when I was out near Lake Travis and again I saw another smaller 
group just this past Tuesday near my home at Mopac & 2222. The Kites have pointed wings 
like a falcon and when they are in a soaring position they really both have similar profiles.” 
 
“Most Kites when migrating though our area usually come down around sunset to roost for 
the night and usually start to get soaring again by around 10am when the sun has started to 
raise the temperature. The birds will find columns of rising hot air and will soar in a circular 
manner for the free ride to very high altitudes where they will then point north and continue 
on their migration.” 
 
 
Birds & Ecology Day at Hornsby Bend 
OCTOBER 3, 2016 
 
The National Wildlife Federation Habitat Steward Class of Fall 2016 had a class day at the 
Hornsby Center for Environmental Research on Saturday, October 1. Their day began with a 
short field trip to look at birds in various habitats. The walk was co-led by Travis Audubon 
volunteers Cinda Crossley and Jane Tillman. Stewards then attended morning talks on 
backyard birds and ecology, and Chimney Swift tower maintenance. The day ended with a 
fun group activity! The habitat stewards helped Purple Martin landlords Andy and Julia 
Balinsky clean their Purple Martin gourds to get them ready for next Spring. Due to cases of 
avian pox, it is particularly important to carefully clean Purple Martin gourds. The attendees 
removed nest debris, scrubbed all interior surfaces, and treated each gourd with bleach. 
 
If you want to learn more about Purple Martins, including how to start and maintain a colony, 
sign up for the next Purple Martin class! It will take place February 11, 2017 from 1-4 p.m. 
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Chaetura Canyon Sanctuary News By Georgean and Paul Kyle 
OCTOBER 10, 2016 
 
The beneficial rains that fell during the first part of the year came to a screeching halt in 
June, and we recorded less than 1” of precipitation during June and July. Despite the faucet 
being shut off, the ephemeral creek in the bottom of the Canyon continued to flow through 
June and July. Several sizable watering holes remained for the wildlife even with 
temperatures hovering around 100 degrees for most of July. 
 
The first Chimney Swift fledglings were out and about by the Fourth of July weekend. 
Youngsters are easily distinguished from the adults this time of year. While the adults are 
molting and look rather gray and ragged, the new birds are sleek and black. Both the June 
and July Second Saturday Swift Watches were full to the brim, and visitors were able to 
observe this phenomenon. 

 
Many other avian species are having a successful breeding season as well with fledgling 
Northern Cardinals, Bewick’s Wrens, Carolina Wrens, Canyon Wrens, Black-crested 
Titmice, Carolina Chickadees, Blue-gray Gnatcatchers, White-eyed Vireos, House Finches, 
Lesser Goldfinches, and Ladder-backed and Golden-fronted Woodpeckers all visiting the 
woods around the residence to take advantage of the thriving habitat, water features and 
supplemental feeding. 
 
The Golden-fronted woodpeckers constantly shuttled peanut butter/cornmeal mix from the 
feeder logs to their nesting cavities and hungry young. Soon the thin-necked, “whirring” 
youngsters began to arrive with their parents. This year we were able to determine that two 
separate families were taking advantage: one pair departed to the west, while the other went 
east toward the Little Beaver Hill property. A huge dead sycamore snag measuring ~ 40 feet 
in height was home to the east family. We have often observed Golden-fronted and Ladder-
backed Woodpeckers on this old icon—especially during early morning monthly Point 
Counts. 
 
On the July Point count, while making our way to “Point 3,” we noticed something missing: 
the old sycamore snag was gone. We walked up the road to investigate and found that it had 
fallen across the county road. Maintenance crews had cut the old giant and pushed the parts 
off to the sides of the road. Just two days previous we had taken the camera over to gets some 
photos of the woodpeckers at their cavities. Fortunately, by the time the tree fell, the young 
had already fledged. And fortunately as well, we were able to get some decent photos. 
 
We went back later with a chain saw and retrieved some large chunks of the pithy wood. We 
have plans to fashion a woodpecker nest box around the old pith and mount it on one of the 
corner fence posts. Woodpecker nest boxes are typically packed with sawdust for the birds to 
“excavate”. Our thought is that if they actually have old, soft wood to excavate, it may seem 
more natural to them. We will see! 
 
The resident mammals are also having a productive year and some are adding to our already 
long list of maintenance projects. Every morning the trails are full of Armadillo divots from 
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the most recent brood of armored rooters. Apparently the mulch cultivates a healthy crop of 
tasty grubs. The water features seem to be a fun place for them to spend some time as well 
and the bog area has turned into a Hoover Hog Wallow. 
 
Mischievous Raccoons roust the water features and bird feeders as well, so all feeders now 
come inside before dark. Cute but pesky Rock Squirrels and Fox Squirrels are also in 
abundance, and the Coyotes and Grey Foxes can be heard patrolling the lower canyon. 

 
Installing fencing around newly acquired property is a project that always makes us happy, 
and we have been very happy lately. All of the stabilizer posts and T-posts are now installed 
on the Little Beaver Hill property, and we have begun to run the actual fencing. This is a 
particularly delightful project because all of the materials are being salvaged from the cross-
fencing that separated “The Notch” from the rest of the canyon—The Notch being the most 
recent addition to the sanctuary. We expect to have the entire Little Beaver Hill property 
completely protected from deer browsing by summer’s end. 
 
We hope to see you in the Canyon soon! 
 
 
Baker Sanctuary News By Christopher Murray 
OCTOBER 24, 2016 
 
This season the annual 100-acre survey marked its sixth year of data collection since color-
banding of territorial males was initiated in the spring of 2011. While 100-acre surveys of 
various intensities have occurred on the 100-acre plot since its inception in 1999, the 
presence of color-banded individuals has made data collection more consistent, accurate, and 
provided the opportunity to compare results across breeding seasons. During the 2016 field 
season, three additional males were captured and banded for a total of 44 banded individuals 
over the past six years. 
 
Beginning on March 20 and continuing through May 25, one half of the study plot was 
formally surveyed by Christopher Murray and the other half by Beth Samuelson. Each week 
the surveyors would rotate which half of the plot they surveyed in an effort to reduce 
observer bias. In total, 103 hours were invested in monitoring the Baker 100-acre plot for the 
2016 season, still well above the 60 hours per season invested prior to 2011. 
 
Based on compiled observations, including patterns of movement, re-sighted color banded 
individuals, counter-singing, and the presence of females and fledglings, it is estimated that 
nine GCWA males established territories primarily within plot boundaries, three males 
occupied territories partially within the plot, and one male occupied a territory directly 
adjacent to the plot, yielding an adjusted total of 10.5 territories for the 100-acre study area. 
While the presence of color banded GCWAs has eliminated some of the guesswork involved 
with attributing territories to males, some individuals remain unbanded. In the instances 
where males were not banded, territories were estimated in a conservative fashion to avoid 
overstating the number of territories associated with the plot. 
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Pairing success for 2016 was similar to that of prior seasons with all territory-holding males 
being observed with a female. A total of 17 fledglings were detected in eight of the thirteen 
territories throughout the breeding season. Since no concerted effort was made to locate and 
monitor nests, it is very likely some fledglings were not detected as they wandered outside of 
documented territories or occurred on portions of a territory not within the 100-acre plot 
boundary. 

 
 
 
Upcoming Events Calendar - - for additional details, please visit: 
www. travisaudubon.org/events-calendar 
 
Beginner’s Bird Walk at Northeast Metro Park 
Saturday, November 5, 8:00 AM – 10:00 AM 
 
Commons Ford Field Trip with Diane Sherrill 
Saturday, November 5, 7:30 AM – 11:30 AM 
 
River Monitoring Trip: Austin-Bastrop River Corridor Partnership 
Saturday, November 5, 8:00 AM 
 
Super Tuesday: Pace Bend Park with Jane Tillman & Maggie Carpenter 
Tuesday, November 8, 6:30 AM – 12:00 PM 
 
Sparrow Identification with Byron Stone 
Classroom Sessions: Wednesdays November 9, 16 and 30 and December 7, 7 – 9pm 
Field Trips: Saturdays November 12 and 19 and December 3 and 10 
  
Hornsby Bend Monthly Bird Count 
Saturday, November 12, 7:00 AM – 11:30 AM 
 
Two-hour Tuesday: Lake Creek Trail with Ray & Ginny Steelman 
Tuesday, November 15, 7:30 AM – 9:30 AM 
 
Austin Wildlands Bird Hike 
Friday, November 18, 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
 
Hornsby Bend Monthly Bird Walk 
Saturday, November 19, 7:30 AM – 11:00 AM 
 
Super Tuesday: Crescent Bend Nature Park with Deb & Lee Wallace 
Tuesday, November 22, 7:30 AM – 11:00 AM 
 
Super Tuesday: Barkley Meadows Park with Dan Callaway 
Tuesday, November 29, 7:30 AM – 10:30 AM 
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Super	  Tuesday:	  Doeskin	  Ranch	  with	  Deb	  &	  Lee	  Wallace 
Tuesday, December 6, 7:15 AM – 12:00 PM 
 
Hornsby Bend Monthly Bird Count 
Saturday, December 10, 7:00 AM – 11:30 AM 
 
Commons Ford Bird Walk 
Sunday, December 11, 7:30 AM – 11:00 AM 
 
Annual Holiday Party 
Sunday, December 11, 5:30 PM – 7:30 PM 
 
Two-hour Tuesday: Big Webberville Park with Stan VanSandt 
Tuesday, December 13, 8:30 AM – 10:30 AM 
 
Super Tuesday on the Shield Ranch 
Tuesday, December 20 7:00 AM – 1:00 PM 
 
Waterfowl Identification 
Class Sessions: Saturdays, January 14, 21 and 28 
 
Birding 102 – Rockport and Whooping Cranes 
Class Sessions: January 27-29 
 
Beginning Backyard Birding 
Class Session: Saturday February 4 
 
Birding 102 – Granger Lake Area 
Class Session: Saturday February 11 
 
Purple Martin Workshop 
Class Session: Saturday February 11 
 
Woodpecker Workshop 
Class Session: Saturday February 18 
 


