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   Conservation Easements, Demystified 
MAY 1, 2017 
  
Although dating back to the mid-1900s when first introduced by the Nature Conservancy, 
Conservation Easements are still relatively new in Texas and there are many 
misconceptions related to their use. Romey Swanson, Conservation Project Manager at 
Hill Country Conservancy, spends much of his time educating landowners, organizations, 
and other stakeholders about the benefits of this important tool. 
 
“When driving between Austin and other cities, we see open spaces and farm lands and 
we don’t want to lose that. Conservation easements are a way to make sure these spaces 
remain open while also catering to the needs of the landowner.” 
 
With the assistance of organizations like Hill Country Conservancy, landowners can 
make sure they are doing conservation the right way, successfully stewarding their land. 
Hill Country Conservancy currently assists with ten conservation easements. Each is 
annually monitored and assisted with resources to help attain conservation goals. 
 
Swanson, a Certified Wildlife Biologist, is also a member of Travis Audubon and a birder 
himself. He got hooked eight years ago and has become increasingly involved with bird 
and wildlife conservation ever since. His technical knowledge and past experience 
advising landowners has given him the expertise needed to help landowners successfully 
harness the conservation easement tool. 
 
Bird of the Week: Northern Parula 
MAY 3, 2017 
 
The Northern Parula is a small and beautiful warbler that can be found high in the canopy 
of riparian forests, easily identified by its distinctive, buzzing song (sometimes compared 
to the sound made by running your nail along the teeth of a plastic comb). Northern 
Parulas are closely associated with epiphytes, flowering plants that grow on tree limbs 
often referred to as “air plants”. They forage in hanging moss for insects, and hollow out 
of clumps of the stuff to make their nests. This reliance on epiphytes makes the Northern 
Parula uniquely susceptible to air pollution: epiphytes, which absorb their nutrients from 
the air, can’t survive in areas with poor air quality, so Parulas, although not seriously 
harmed by air pollution, are robbed of homes by it. In central Texas, the northern Parula 
can be heard and seen throughout spring and summer in mature forests near water. 
 
Compiled by Owen Moorhead. Sources include the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and 
National Audubon Society. 
 
May Bird Forecast: New Arrivals & More Birds Heading North 
MAY 4, 2017  
 
Fledglings Take Flight  
If you hear begging sounds or strange chip notes coming from your shrubs and trees take 
a closer look. In May, all those newly fledged birds like Carolina Wrens, Northern 
Cardinals, Eastern Phoebes, Northern Mockingbirds, Blue Jays and American Robins 
might be hidden on branches while mom and dad look for food to feed them. Some 
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young birds will barely budge for several days. For example young Northern Cardinals 
fledge at 7-13 days. They can fly a very short distance and then mostly stay put for about 
11 days. After that they begin to move around a little more, but still rely on adults for 
most of their food. The adult female may re-nest after a couple of weeks, and the adult 
male will continue to feed the fledglings until the next brood hatches. At that point the 
first brood may be driven from the adults’ territory. 

 
Young birds don’t look like their parents initially. Juvenile mockingbirds have spots on 
their breasts as do young robins. Immature cardinals have dark bills rather than the 
adults’ orange ones. Baby Blue Jays have very short tails. On recently fledged birds you 
might see what looks like an outline of lipstick around their bills- that is the gape which 
is soft at first but hardens and darkens as the bill ages. 

 
With high winds that we might experience in May, some bird nests are bound to fall 
down. If you can, put the nest back in a shrub or tree close to where you found it. You 
may have to create a new nest using a strawberry basket or margarine tub lined with dry 
grass. It is an old wives’ tale that birds reject their young if humans have handled them. 
Often the parents will return to feed them. Keep watch though. If the parents don’t come 
back then contact Austin Wildlife Rescue for help. 
 
It is delightful to watch adult birds with young in tow as they practice landings and take 
offs. All young birds are very vulnerable to predation at this stage when they can’t fly 
well and are not wise to the ways of cats and other hazards. Most won’t live to celebrate 
their first birthdays. You can help by keeping cats indoors and by leaving low branches 
that provide perches for weak flyers. 

 
Birds with Bling 
Migration is in full swing and will continue at least through the third week of May. While 
colorful local summer breeders like Painted Buntings, Summer Tanagers and Scissor-
tailed Flycatchers are settling in to raise their young, many warblers are just passing 
through. One eye-catching bird is the male Canada Warbler which has a slate gray back 
and head, a black necklace on bright yellow underparts and a white eye-ring. Look for it 
low in the understory. In Canada this warbler favors moist thickets in the boreal forest 
where it is a ground nester. It spends little time on its breeding grounds, perhaps no more 
than two months, before it heads back to northwestern South America. Although its name 
reflects the 60-65% of the population that breeds there, Canada Warblers can also be 
found in the northern U.S. down through the Great Lakes and into the Appalachians. 

 
Be on the lookout for two bright yellow sprites heading north – the Yellow Warbler, aptly 
named, and Wilson’s Warbler. Both favor brushy vegetation, often near water. They 
especially like willows thickets. The male Yellow Warbler sports a red necklace, and the 
male Wilson’s looks somewhat jaunty with a black cap. 
 
Forecasting Bird Migration 
The Cornell Lab of Ornithology is actively tracking bird movements across the country, 
making predictions on when and where birds will be migrating, based on weather 
conditions. You can learn more about this evolving science at Birdcast. 
COMPILED BY JANE TILLMAN, TRAVIS AUDUBON VOLUNTEER 
REPOSTED WITH PERMISSION FROM KXAN’S WEATHER BLOG 
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Rare Bird Alert: May 5, 2017 
MAY 8, 2017  
 
This is the Austin Area Rare Bird Alert and has been updated through 5/5/2017. To report 
rare or unusual bird sightings in the Austin area, provide recent sighting updates, or 
inquire about location details on birds listed below, please send an email to 
armanmorenobirds@gmail.com. If submitting a bird sighting, please include species 
name, location details, and contact information.  
 
Rarities Found This Week 
Six WHIMBRELS were photographed at Stillhouse Park on Stillhouse Hollow Lake in 
Bell County on 4/30. 
 
A BLACK-BELLIED PLOVER was photographed on Lake Travis in Lago Vista, Travis 
County, on 5/4. 
 
A RUDDY TURNSTONE was found at Hornsby Bend, Travis County on 4/29. The bird 
was observed in the far back corner of Pond 1 West, foraging along the grassy areas. It 
continued through at least 4/30. 
 
A SANDERLING was also found at Hornsby Bend, Travis, on 4/29 and was seen along 
the western edge of Pond 1 West, very close to the road at times. The bird continued 
through the morning of 4/30. 
 
A ZONE-TAILED HAWK was described flying over Lady Bird Lake in Central Austin, 
Travis County, on 4/28. 
 
A BLACK-BILLED CUCKOO was photographed at St. Edward’s Park in NW Austin, 
Travis County, on 5/1. The bird was reported from the dam area, which is the eastern 
portion of the park. From the main parking area, you would head to the left. 
 
A BROWN-CRESTED FLYCATCHER was found at Richard Moya Park just South of 
the airport in Austin, Travis County, on 5/4. The bird was reported between the restrooms 
and playground area in the eastern portion of the park. 
 
A GREAT KISKADEE was observed in a neighborhood around the Arboretum in NW 
Austin, Travis County, on 5/5. The observer heard the bird initially around the 
intersection of Mesa Dr and Jollyville Rd and was later able to get visual confirmation. 
The bird was last seen flying into a nearby backyard. 
 
A HUTTON’S VIREO was reported from the headquarters of the Balcones Canyonlands 
NWR northwest of Austin, Travis County, on 4/23. 
 
A GRAY-CHEEKED THRUSH was found at St. Edward’s Park in NW Austin on 4/28 
and continues through at least 5/2. From the parking lot area, head to the right and 
continue towards the main trail (Blue Trail) that runs along Bull Creek. Then head west 
along the main trail until you reach the intersection of the Red and Blue Trails. continue a  
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little further and you’ll come to a couple of large mulberry trees. The bird has been 
frequenting the trees. 
 
A WOOD THRUSH was well described from Mills Pond in North Austin, Travis 
County, on 4/28. The bird was in the understory to the right of the water feature at the 
bird blind. Another thrush was described from a private residence in Georgetown, 
Williamson County, on 5/1. 
 
A VEERY was also reported from Mills Pond on 5/3. The bird was reported around the 
cobblestone creek that runs behind the restrooms. 
 
Two GOLDEN-WINGED WARBLERs (male and female) were photographed at Mills 
Pond in North Austin, Travis County on 4/29. The birds were observed near the restroom 
and the bird blind area. Another bird was found at Dottie Jordan Park in North Central 
Austin, Travis County on 4/28. On 5/4, another male was found at Great Hills Park in 
NW Austin, Travis County. 
 
A female BLACKPOLL WARBLER was photographed at Commons Ford Park in West 
Austin on 5/5. The bird was reported along the River Trail in the big Pecan Trees at the 
west end of the park. 
 
A MACGILLIVRAY’S WARBLER was photographed at Warbler Woods on 4/29 at the 
water feature. Another bird was reported from St. Edward’s Park on 5/4, in the weedy 
area just NE of the dam. This area is in the eastern portion of the park. 
 
A WESTERN TANAGER was photographed at Warbler Woods, Guadalupe County, on 
5/3. 
 
Continuing Bird(s) From Previous Week 
At least one LEAST GREBE continues in Williamson County through 5/4 off Parksville 
Way and Fairweather Way. 
 
Up to three LESSER NIGHTHAWKs continue around the intersection of Anderson Lane 
& Northcross Dr in Austin, Travis County, on 5/1. This is the same location where bird 
were observed for much of last summer. 
 
A HUTTON’S VIREO continues at Warbler Woods, Guadalupe County, on 5/3. 
 
The long-staying WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCH continues at Riverview Park in 
Seguin, Guadalupe County, on 4/26. The bird was last reported near the main pavilion. 
 
Reports for the Austin area RBA cover a 60-mile radius, centered on the Capitol in 
downtown Austin. Bird sightings mentioned here have been filtered and scrutinized by the 
compiler and are believed to be genuine. Photo or audio documentation for species with 
challenging IDs will be mentioned if they are known to exist.  
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Claude’s River Survey: May 6, 2017 
MAY 8, 2017  
 
Claude Morris leads ecological surveys on the Colorado River. Participants bring their 
own canoes and kayaks. On March 4th, from 9:00 AM to 1:30 PM, they surveyed 6 miles 
of the river (Howard Lane to Utley (969) Bridge, Bastrop). Claude sent us the following 
report: 
 
What a difference a few weeks make in the peak of the spring migrations! This survey we 
recorded 7 species that we did not get last month. Some of these are First-of-Season 
sightings for me. Summer Tanagers, Baltimore Orioles and Yellow-billed Cuckoo are my 
migration highlights. Other migratory birds included: Mississippi Kites, Green Heron, 
Painted Bunting, Barn Swallow and Great Crested Flycatcher.  We also found Barred 
Owl and Pileated Woodpecker.  The best of the day was a Bald Eagle. All kinds of 
Butterflies are out.  I cannot remember all the species but there were three of the 
Swallowtail variety, Hackberry Emperor, Whites…. Water temperature are still a bit 
chilly and we saw few snakes and turtles.  The turtles were coming out later in the 
morning. 
 
A Young Owl’s Passing 
MAY 9, 2017  
 
In Hyde Park, Austin, the neighbors along a wooded alley have been enthralled with the 
birth and maturation of a Great Horned Owl.  Last week, the owlet passed away and one 
of the neighbors reached out to Travis Audubon seeking guidance. 
 
The resident wrote, “Sadly the baby died yesterday and I don’t know what to do with 
him/her. Perhaps someone at UT in the biology department might want to do an autopsy 
to find out why he didn’t make it or taxidermy him. He is so magnificent even in death.” 
 
We were very sorry to hear of the loss of the owlet. 
 
The first year of life is brutal for most birds. There are a myriad of reasons why the owlet 
did not survive, but the most common natural reasons after getting through the fledgling 
phase is from starvation or an accident. Human caused reasons may have included 
electrocution and poisoning. Perhaps the owlet ate a rodent that had been poisoned. 
Another alternative could be the West Nile Virus, although we hadn’t heard of its 
presence much of late. We advised the resident to give UT Austin’s Integrative Biology 
Department a call to see if they would like to add the owlet to their collection. They may 
also have other suggestions. Another thought was to get in touch with the Texas 
Ornithological Society to see if they can point to an accepting entity. 
 
Bird of the Week: Eastern Screech Owl 
MAY 10, 2017  
 
Despite its name, the Screech Owl’s call is more of a whinny than a screech, and its soft, 
musical call can be heard in woodlands, forest edges, and suburbs throughout the eastern 
half of the country. Screech Owls are among the smallest owls found in Texas–only 
about the size of a robin–and are easily identified by their size and distinctive ear tufts. 
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Screech Owls, like most owls, are nocturnal raptors, and their eyes are uniquely adapted 
to low light conditions. In fact, an owl’s eyes are not spherical like humans’, but bell-
shaped. Held in place by two bony rings called sclerotic bones, they cannot move their 
eyes, and so must rotate their entire heads to change their field of view. Screech Owls are 
habitat generalists and can tolerate living near humans, and are particularly attracted to 
nesting boxes. Interestingly, despite their proclivity for eating small songbirds, they are 
often driven from their nests by small birds, who will take over the hole to raise their own 
young! 
 
Compiled by Owen Moorhead. Sources include the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and 
National Audubon Society. 
 
A Morning Walk at Baker Sanctuary by Mikael Behrens 
MAY 12, 2017  
 
On the morning of May 6, I spent over 3 hours covering about 2.5 miles of trails on the 
south half of Travis Audubon’s Baker Sanctuary in northwest Austin. It was a beautiful 
cool and clear morning, and when I arrived at about 8:30 the birding was great! Many 
birds were singing including Painted Buntings, Blue-gray Gnatcatchers, Northern 
Cardinals, and Yellow-billed Cuckoos. 
 
I followed a trail I hadn’t been on before that paralleled Lime Creek Road and enjoyed 
lots of bird activity. A few spring migrants I found were Magnolia Warbler, Nashville 
Warbler, and a female Rose-breasted Grosbeak. The grosbeak was especially fun to find 
because I heard its loud squeak call first, and thought it might be a rock squirrel before I 
saw the bird. 
 
Most exciting was hearing some fast high chipping, and then finding a couple fledgling 
Golden-cheeked Warblers. As I watched it through my camera, a male adult came in and 
fed it! 
 
Golden-cheeked Warblers is one of the main reasons the Baker Sanctuary exists, and I 
felt especially fortunate to be able to observe this species successfully reproducing here. 
 
By about 10:00 AM the bird activity had slowed, and I walked a trail going down to 
Baker Creek. I found a few odonates including tantalizing looks at a dark dragonfly over 
my head that never landed. I think it was some kind of darner I’ve never seen before. By 
the creek a Great Spreadwing was fun to find. 
 
A few butterflies were about as well, and I was able to photograph a Monarch and a small 
sparkly Juniper Hairstreak.  
 
What a fun morning! I need to spend more time here! 
 
Preventing Bird Building Collisions 
MAY 15, 2017  
 
A bird collision catastrophe in Galveston made national news recently when 346 
migratory birds struck a 23-story building in one night. In the wake of this tragedy, many 
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are wondering what can be done to protect our migratory birds. 
 
You can take action to help prevent bird collisions! Here are ways you can contribute to 
avian conservation: 
 
1. Keep shutters and blinds closed at night and choose Dark Sky Approved lamp styles 
when replacing outdoor lighting. Light pollution disorients migrating birds and leads to 
collisions! 
2. Encourage your place of employment to switch off lights at night during migration. 
This also saves energy! 
3. Place bird feeders in the safe zone: less than 3 feet OR more than 30 feet away from 
windows. 
4. Install bird-friendly glass windows (e.g. UV reflective, frosted, or filmed glass) or 
window netting. You can also place decals or strips of tape on your windows. American 
Bird Conservancy has compiled a list of recommended products. 
 
Travis Audubon piloted a Bird Building Collision Study this year seeking to record data 
on bird-building collisions in Austin while building community and raising awareness 
about avian conservation.  
 
Rare Bird Alert: May 15, 2017 
MAY 15, 2017  
 
This is the Austin Area Rare Bird Alert and has been updated through 5/15/2017. To 
report rare or unusual bird sightings in the Austin area, provide recent sighting updates, 
or inquire about location details on birds listed below, please send an email to 
armanmorenobirds@gmail.com. If submitting a bird sighting, please include species 
name, location details, and contact information. 
 
Rarities Found This Week: 
 
A MEXICAN VIOLETEAR was reported from a private residence in West Austin, 
Travis County on 5/13. The bird reportedly visited the homeowner’s flowering plants 
several times throughout Saturday afternoon and evening but has not been seen since. 
This is a good time of year to keep an eye out for this species in Central Texas.  
 
A GLOSSY IBIS was photographed in Fayette County at the Seydler Rd gravel ponds on 
5/13. This is SE of the town of La Grange. 
 
On 5/10, a BLACK-BILLED CUCKOO was photographed at St. Edward’s Park in NW 
Austin, Travis County. The bird was reported near the dam area, which is the eastern 
portion of the park. 
 
A GREAT KISKADEE was heard in Fayette County from Plum Park on the Colorado 
River on 5/13. This is east of the town of West Point and north of Hwy 71. There may not 
be any public access as this appears to be LCRA property. 
 
A GRAY-CHEEKED THRUSH was reported from Mills Pond, Travis County, on 5/13. 
The bird was in the NW corner of the park, near the boardwalk that leads to the smaller 
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wooded pond that is drying up. 
 
A WOOD THRUSH was well described from Mills Pond in North Austin, Travis 
County, on 5/10. The bird was in the understory behind the water feature at the bird 
blind. 
 
GOLDEN-WINGED WARBLERs have been pretty numerous in our area this year. A 
male was photographed on private property in Gonzales County on 5/10. Another male 
was at Warbler Woods, Guadalupe County, on 5/14. Other birds were reported from 
Sunset Valley’s Couger Creek Trail (Travis County) on 5/8, a private residence in Central 
Austin on 5/13, from Great Hills Trail Park in NW Austin on 5/9, On Platt Lane north of 
the Hornsby Bend Complex (Travis County) on 5/13, Mills Pond in NW Austin on 5/10, 
and another private residence in NW Austin on 5/11. This species can be difficult to 
detect in our area despite the fact that we are just within the normal migration path. 
 
On the morning of 5/15, a female BLACKPOLL WARBLER was photographed at a 
private residence in Gonzales County. 
 
A male HOODED WARBLER was photographed on the Lake Creek Trail on 
Williamson County on 5/14. The bird appeared to be singing on territory. 
 
Continuing Bird(s) From Previous Week 
At least one LEAST GREBE continues in Williamson County through 5/13 off Parksville 
Way and Fairweather Way. 
 
At least two LESSER NIGHTHAWKs continue around the intersection of Anderson 
Lane & Northcross Dr in Austin, Travis County, on 5/11. This is the same location where 
bird were observed for much of last summer. 
 
A BROWN-CRESTED FLYCATCHER continues at Richard Moya Park just South of 
the airport in Austin, Travis County, on 5/12. The bird was reported between the 
restrooms and playground area in the Western portion of the park. 
 
A HUTTON’S VIREO continues at Warbler Woods, Guadalupe County, on 5/12. 
 
Reports for the Austin area RBA cover a 60-mile radius, centered on the Capitol in 
downtown Austin. Bird sightings mentioned here have been filtered and scrutinized by the 
compiler and are believed to be genuine. Photo or audio documentation for species with 
challenging IDs will be mentioned if they are known to exist.  
 
Young Birders Explore Camp Mabry 
MAY 16, 2017  
 
On Sunday, May 7, five members of the Young Birders Club had a chance to explore the 
grounds at Camp Mabry with Natural Resource Specialist, Wayne Strebe. The group 
learned about all the time, energy, effort and passion that goes into managing the 
property, removing invasive flora and restoring it back to its native state. Participants 
studied various wild flowers and plants, sampled wild onions and dewberries, studied 
(and handled) a small Texas Brown Snake and practiced their birding by ear skills. This 
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was the first visit to Camp Mabry for most participants and they are already looking 
forward to more excursions at this military installation and birding hot spot! 
 
The Young Birders Club will meet again on May 20 at Brentwood Park to see and learn 
about the resident Purple Martin colony with Purple Martin Landlord Denise Dailey! 
 
Kat Ross is the Travis Audubon Young Birder’s Club Coordinator. More information 
about the Young Birders Club can be found on our website. 
 
Bird of the Week: Monk Parakeet 
MAY 17, 2017 
 
If you’ve ever seen a flock of bright green parrots in downtown Austin and thought they 
looked a little out of place, you’re right. These highly social birds, which nest 
communally on light fixtures and utility poles, are originally native to Patagonia. They 
were brought to Texas in the mid-1970s as pets, and in urban areas many of these birds 
either escaped or were intentionally released. Being social animals, they eventually found 
each other, and by the 1980s had formed self-sustaining populations in cities across 
Texas, Florida, and the eastern United States. Although their foraging habits have earned 
them a reputation as agricultural pests, Monk Parakeets are mostly tolerated in the cities 
they call home, and sometimes even beloved: Austin’s population has its own Facebook 
and Yelp pages, with an average rating of 4.8 stars out of 5! 
 
Compiled by Owen Moorhead. Sources include the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and 
National Audubon Society. 
 
And the Birdathon winners are… 
MAY 22, 2017  
 
On Sunday, May 21, Travis Audubon members and supporters gathered to celebrate the 
close of a record-breaking Birdathon! This year participants raised close to $35,000, 
surpassing our goal of $30,000. 
 
The team competition was fierce! Team Gone Pishing took the award for Most Funds 
Raised with $6,588 in contributions. The award for Most Species Counted in a Long Day 
went to Birding Bristols who totaled 139 species, beating out the runner-up by just 4 
species. The Most Species Counted in a Short Day ended up in a tie: Phoebe Friends and 
Birds & Bourbon both counted 38. 
 
Congratulations to all our teams and many thanks to those who donated to our cause and 
attended the field trips. It has been an exceptional spring migration and we look forward 
to an even bigger and better Birdathon next year! Keep Austin Birding! 
 
Bird Collision Study Results 
MAY 25, 2017  
 
Travis Audubon’s first ever Bird Building Collision Study has been completed for spring 
and the initial results are in! Our incredible research team helped us collect data  
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pertaining to bird-building collisions in the Downtown Austin area and on the campus of 
the University of Texas. Here is what they found: 
 
• In total, over 45 specimens were found. This includes 26 dead birds, 16 feather piles, 2 

stunned birds, and 1 injured bird. 
• 8 different bird species were identified, including 4 cedar waxwings, 5 grackles, 1 

indigo bunting, 2 mourning doves, 1 mockingbird, 1 painted bunting, 2 sparrows, 
10 white-winged doves. Additional species are still being confirmed. 

• 31 specimens were found along the UT Campus route, most of which were found near 
the College of Liberal Arts building, the Graduate School of Business building, 
and the Perry-Castaneda Library. 

• Along the original Downtown route, 1 specimen was found. Midway through the study, 
the route was moved to include buildings closer to the river. On the new Riverside 
route, 13 specimens were found, 9 of which were located on the South side of the 
Silicon Lab offices along Cesar Chavez. 

 
This pilot study would not have been possible without the support of our dedicated 
volunteers, and we’d like to extend an enormous thanks to everyone involved in this 
study. We will continue collecting data in the Fall, and intend to use the results of this 
study to communicate with businesses and architects in Austin whose building choices 
affect the health and safety of migratory birds. We’ll post a complete report on our 
findings soon; stay tuned! 
 
Juliet Jefferson is a Travis Audubon Intern and recent graduate of University of Texas.  
 
The Family Life of Birds 
MAY 31, 2017 
 
Young fledglings and baby birds are a common sight at this time of year. At Travis 
Audubon we are frequently asked about young birds that have fallen from the nest. One 
of our Ask-a-Birder Experts shares some interesting insight on the daily lives of baby 
birds and their parents in response to a recent question we received: 
 
“We have a Purple Martin that has nested on our back patio where a pole meets the tin 
awning. My son (4 y/o) went into the back yard and saw a baby bird on the concrete. 
When I went outside to check on my son, he already had it in his hands. It wasn’t 
spreading its wings yet and was barely moving its head around. He wanted to put it back 
in the best, so we did. And we put something softer under the nest on the concrete in case 
a baby fell out again. There looks to be 2-3 other babies in the nest. Momma was flying 
around when we came back inside, and had gone to the nest, but flew off. Will momma 
bird neglect all of the babies because one was touched? And if so, what can we do to help 
the babies to survive?” 
 
Ask-a-Birder Expert Charles Stephens responds: 
“The bird you’re describing sounds like a Barn Swallow given Purple Martins only nest 
in cavities and colonies. Regardless, the swallows are very attentive parents but do not 
possess any significant sense of smell or taste so touching a bird is not going to make a 
parent abandon a nest. 
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Since your young ones are feathered, the parents will rarely stay at the nest given they are 
out foraging vigorously all day for so many mouths to feed and sometime don’t stay 
overnight. 
 
Another thing one needs to give consideration to is the natural selection part of the 
equation and the competition to survive in the nest. It is quite often that a few siblings not 
survive to fledge out of the nest due to the competition. 
 
It’s also possible one got blown out of the nest due to a storm. We also must consider that 
now is about the time swallows start to leave the nest. Many birds do not just fly away 
from the nest. They “plop” to the ground quite often but gain strength and coordination 
very quickly. 
 
These are all possibilities I’ve experienced. The only thing I can say going forward is to 
leave them alone and let nature take its course and enjoy the journey.” 
 
Have a question? Email membership@travisaudubon.org! 
 
Update: Resolution for Monk Parakeets 
JUNE 6, 2017  
 
Last week, Travis Audubon drew attention to the maintenance practices impacting Monk 
Parakeets on power lines in Austin. After a flurry of responses, Austin Energy and Travis 
Audubon agreed yesterday to work together to find a solution that will minimize harm 
to nesting birds while protecting the safety of Austin’s residents and energy users. 
 
Bird of the Week: White-winged Dove 
JUNE 7, 2017  
 
The White-winged Dove is one of our most ubiquitous native birds. Closely related to the 
more cosmopolitan Mourning Dove, the White-winged Dove is most common in the 
American Southwest (though its range is expanding northward). In central Texas, White-
winged Doves are habitat and dietary generalists, living almost anywhere and eating 
almost anything. In other parts of their range, however, these birds are much pickier: in 
the Sonoran Desert of Arizona, they are so reliant on the fruit of saguaro cactus that they 
time their migration according to its fruiting cycle. The next time you see White-winged 
Doves in flight, look for a distinctive flight pattern: two doves leading a third a short 
distance behind. What you are seeing is actually an avian love triangle: the couple in 
front is being followed by a jilted male! 
 
Compiled by Owen Moorhead. Sources include the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and 
National Audubon Society. 
 
Endangered Species Alert: New Threat to Golden-cheeked Warbler 
JUNE 7, 2017  
 
The Texas General Land Office has officially filed suit against the U.S. Department of 
the Interior and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to de-list the Golden-cheeked Warbler as 
an endangered species. 
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The suit claims that warbler populations have recovered and no longer need 
protection.  However, no new evidence has been presented and Golden-cheeked Warbler 
habitat continues to diminish each year. 
 
In 2016 the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service found that, “Due to ongoing, widespread 
destruction of its habitat, the species continues to be in danger of extinction throughout 
its range.” Travis Audubon stands by the Service’s decision to uphold the listing of the 
Golden-cheeked Warbler. 
 
Board President Frances Cerbins said, “We will do whatever is necessary to ensure 
the Golden-cheeked Warbler continues on a path to recovery under the protection of the 
Endangered Species Act.” 
 
Flock with us… 
 Speak up: 
  We invite you to join Travis Audubon’s Advocacy Committee. Please  
  contact Jordan Price at membership@travisaudubon.org 
 
 Take action: 

Call or email George P. Bush at the General Land Office urging him to withdraw 
the lawsuit!  Phone: 512-463-5009   Email: gpb@glo.texas.gov 

  
 Contribute: 

In the face of repeated threats to Central Texas birds and wildlife, your help is 
needed more than ever! Help Travis Audubon to respond during these critical 
times. 

 
Rare Bird Alert: June 8, 2017 
JUNE 9, 2017 
 
This is the Austin Area Rare Bird Alert and has been updated through 6/8/2017. To report 
rare or unusual bird sightings in the Austin area, provide recent sighting updates, or 
inquire about location details on birds listed below, please send an email to 
armanmorenobirds@gmail.com. If submitting a bird sighting, please include species 
name, location details, and contact information. 
 
Rarities Found This Week: 
 
A BROWN BOOBY was spotted from Overlook Park near the Canyon Lake Dam in 
Canyon Lake, Comal County, on 6/7, continuing through today. From Interstate 35, take 
Hwy 306 west to S Access Rd, then proceed to Corps of Engineers Rd. The bird has been 
spotted perched on top of the control tower near the spillway. Mornings are apparently 
the best opportunity for viewing. Interestingly, this is the same location where a Brown 
Booby spent some time in the fall of 2012. Additionally in 2016, another bird was picked 
up from an RV Park near Wimberley, just to the north, and taken to a rehabilitation center 
where it later died. 
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A COMMON LOON was a nice late spring record, observed at Stillhouse Park on 
Stillhouse Hollow Lake, Bell County, on 6/2. 
 
A PURPLE GALLINULE was a really nice find at Hornsby Bend, Travis County, on 
5/21. The bird was seen at Pond 3, just west of the main ponds. It remained until at least 
5/24, but has not been reported since. 
 
A BUFF-BELLIED HUMMINGBIRD showed up at a private residence in Hays county 
on 6/3. 
 
A GREAT KISKADEE was photographed at Circle Acres, Travis County, on 6/5. This 
location is near Roy Guerrero Park, north of the ACC Riverside Campus. 
 
Continuing Bird(s) From Previous Week 
At least one LEAST GREBE continues in Williamson County through 6/3 off Parksville 
Way and Fairweather Way. 
 
Reports for the Austin area RBA cover a 60-mile radius, centered on the Capitol in 
downtown Austin. Bird sightings mentioned here have been filtered and scrutinized by the 
compiler and are believed to be genuine. Photo or audio documentation for species with 
challenging IDs will be mentioned if they are known to exist.  
 
June Bird Forecast: Breeding Birds 
JUNE 12, 2017 
 
After all the excitement of migration which continued late into May, it is time to catch up 
on house and yard work and witness fledgling birds all around you. 
 
Perhaps you saw a cardinal carrying a leaf in her bill. Chances are she is starting a second 
brood. Or you have Barn Swallow nestlings just about to fledge from your underneath 
your porch eaves (and not a moment too soon.) Maybe you have witnessed a parade of 
Carolina Wrens and their young as they fuss and flit around the yard. But have you seen 
any bigger birds and their broods? Ducks come to mind. Two species breed here. 
 
Austin’s Breeding Ducks 
An eye-catching bird to watch for is the Black-bellied Whistling Duck. Austin has a 
healthy population of them, so your chances of spotting one are good. They are busy 
raising young right now, and can be seen close to retention ponds all over town. The adult 
duck is very distinctive. It has a bubblegum pink bill, a pale grayish upper neck and face, 
with a brown outline along the back of the head and neck. No surprise that it does in fact 
have a black belly, with a striking chestnut-colored breast and back. When it flies, the 
white wing patch is distinctive. The Black-bellied Whistling Duck has very long pink 
legs and can sometimes be seen perching in trees. It used to be referred to as a tree duck. 
Its long neck and legs give it a gooselike appearance. 
 
Black-bellied Whistling Ducks have a characteristic wheezy call, and often you will hear 
them before you see them. They can be gregarious birds, gathering in small flocks. One 
of the best places to look for them is the Walnut Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant at 
7113 FM 969, Austin, TX 78724 where they like to congregate at a waterfall by the 
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building. Another place that sometimes has large numbers is the retention pond on the 
south side of South Lakeshore Boulevard, east of Riverside. 
 
Black-bellied Whistling Ducks have large broods, with clutch sizes of 9 to 18 eggs. The 
ducklings don’t look at all like the adults initially, with camouflaged bodies that are a mix 
of yellow and black. Duckling is on the menu for many predators including fish, turtles, 
and bullfrogs. Even so, the good news is that Black-bellied Whistling Ducks are 
expanding their range. They seem to be adapting well to human-dominated landscapes, 
but will benefit from nest boxes and no disturbance from dogs and people when they are 
nesting on the ground. 
 
The other photogenic Austin duck with young now is the Wood Duck. Good places to 
check for recent broods are the Triangle Pond at 45th and Guadalupe and Camp Mabry’s 
pond. Wood Ducks prefer more wooded ponds than Black-bellied do, and both ponds 
mentioned fit the bill. 

 
Interestingly both Black-bellied Whistling and Wood Duck females sometimes engage in 
“egg dumping” where they all lay eggs in the same nest. It is likely that the dominant 
female broods the entire clutch. This might explain those big clutches and numerous 
offspring. More information on “egg dumping” can be found at the Wood Duck Society 
website. 
 
COMPILED BY JANE TILLMAN, TRAVIS AUDUBON VOLUNTEER 
REPOSTED WITH PERMISSION FROM KXAN’S WEATHER BLOG 
 
Bird of the Week: Chimney Swift 
JUNE 14, 2017  
 
With their streamlined bodies and long, curved wings, Chimney Swifts were built for 
flying. In fact, they spend almost all their waking hours aloft, maneuvering nimbly 
through the sky chasing insects. They even bathe in flight, smacking the water with their 
bodies and shaking it off as they fly away. When they do come back to earth, it’s only to 
roost or nest, and unlike most birds, chimney swifts’ small feet are unable to perch on 
branches (their family name, Apodidae, means “footless”). Instead, they cling vertically 
to the walls of caves, hollow trees, and especially (true to their name) chimneys. As 
chimneys have fallen out of use due to central heating, Chimney Swift populations have 
dwindled. To combat this loss of habitat, many communities have installed nesting 
towers to provide shelter for swifts. 
 
Travis Audubon’s Chaetura Canyon Sanctuary is renowned for its research and 
conservation of Chimney Swifts. You can see the Swifts and their nesting towers when 
you join us for a Morning Canyon Crawl or an evening Swift Watch this summer! 
 
Compiled by Owen Moorhead. Sources include the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and 
National Audubon Society. 
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2017 Great Texas Birding Classic Results 
JUNE 15, 2017  
 
The final results are in for the 21st annual Great Texas Birding Classic! This annual 
birding tournament sponsored by Texas Parks and Wildlife is the largest of its kind in the 
U.S. and draws birders from across the country. Travis Audubon members topped the 
charts! 
 
The Travis Audubon Young Birders Club participated in the Youth category and placed 
2nd in their region with 67 species counted. Congratulations to all our members who 
participated on teams including Scott Free Family Birders who placed 2nd in the 
Statewide Weeklong Tournament and to Gone Pishing, The Real Macaws, and the Flying 
Scotts who all placed in the Adult Regional Big Day tournament! 
 
Golden-cheeked Warbler Needs Federal Protection 
JUNE 19, 2017  
 
In today’s Austin American-Statesman, Ryan Shannon of the Center for Biological 
Diversity weighs in on the lawsuit to de-list the golden-cheeked warbler. Travis Audubon 
echoes his cautionary words. At this fragile point in their recovery and under immense 
development pressures, now is not the time to open warbler habitat to the same threats 
that landed this special bird on the endangered species list in the first place.  
 
Bird of the Week: Eastern Whip-poor-will 
JUNE 21, 2017  
 
Whip-poor-wills are part of a family of birds known as nightjars or goatsuckers (after the 
myth that they subsisted on milk from goats), who nest on the ground. They are superbly 
camouflaged, and you could walk within a few feet of one without noticing it. Whip-
poor-wills hunt for insects at dawn and dusk, and their huge mouths let them eat prey up 
to two inches long. During the full moon, they can hunt all night, a fact which influences 
their nesting behavior. Whip-poor-wills time their egg-laying so that the chicks hatch ten 
days before the full moon; this means that they can spend more time foraging for the 
chicks in the bright nights. 
 
Compiled by Owen Moorhead. Sources include the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and 
National Audubon Society.  
 
Hands-on Learning with St. Edward’s at Commons Ford 
JUNE 22, 2017  
 
St. Edward’s students learned plant identification skills and the value of native prairies 
while conducting the annual Commons Ford Prairie vegetation survey. Dr. Amy Concilio 
of St. Edward’s University has joined the Commons Ford team to take the lead on 
vegetation surveys.  With a group of  eight undergraduate students and two Master’s 
students, she spent a week in early May conducting the annual vegetation surveys along 
nine transects established in 2011.  Most of the undergraduate students had no previous 
experience identifying plants, so they spent a few days learning about what 
characteristics are important to make note of when identifying grasses and wildflowers, 
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how to use a dichotomous key, and how to sample vegetation using the transect method. 
 
It was a fantastic opportunity for them to get hand’s-on experience in ecological field 
sampling, and several of the students are now considering doing capstone research 
projects at the site. Most of the students had never been to Commons Ford and were 
blown away by the many different grasses and wildflowers that could be found in a 
native Texas prairie!  The students also had the opportunity to hear from Ed Fair about 
the history of the site and project. They are inspired and excited to share their new 
knowledge with friends and family, and hopefully contribute to conservation and 
restoration efforts of native Texas ecosystems! 
 
Travis Audubon and the Commons Ford Prairie Committee thank Dr. Concilio and her 
students for completing the survey. We hope the students will continue to visit Commons 
Ford Prairie and become avid birders, plant ecologists, or leaders in conservation for 
native prairies–or all three! 
 
UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS & CLASSES! 
 
July 1, 2017 – FIELD TRIP: Beginner’s Bird Walk- Big Webberville Park 
 
July 7-8, 2017 – SPECIAL EVENT: Purple Martin Party 
 
July 8, 2017 – FIELD TRIP: Hornsby Bend Monthly Bird Count 
 
July 8, 2017 – SANCTUARY EVENT: Chaetura Canyon, Morning Canyon Crawl 
 
July 8, 2017 – SANCTUARY EVENT: Chaetura Canyon, Swift Watch 
 
July 9, 2017 – MEMBERSHIP EVENT: Ruffled Feathers Book Club  
 
July 14-15, 2017 – SPECIAL EVENT: Purple Martin Party 
 
July 15, 2017 – FIELD TRIP: Hornsby Bend Monthly Bird Walk 
 
July 16, 2017 – FIELD TRIP: Commons Ford Prairie Bird Walk 
 
July 18, 2017 – CLASS: Hummingbird Identification 
 
July 21-22, 2017 – SPECIAL EVENT: Purple Martin Party 
 
July 25, 2017 – CLASS: Hummingbird Identification, Session 2 
 
July 28-29, 2017 – SPECIAL EVENT: Purple Martin Party 
 
July 29, 2017 – CLASS: Beginning Backyard Birding 
 
July 29, 2017 – SANCTUARY EVENT: Blair Woods Restoration Day 
 
July 30, 2017 – CLASS: Shorebird Identification 
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August 5, 2017 - SANCTUARY EVENT: Chaetura Canyon, Swift Watch 
 
August 6, 2017 – YOUNG BIRDERS CLUB: Learn all about herons & egrets! 
 
August 6, 2017 – CLASS: Shorebird Identification, Session 2 
 
August 11, 2017 – CLASS: Hummingbird Identification, Field Trip 
 
August 12, 2017 – FIELD TRIP: Hornsby Bend Monthly Bird Count 
 
August 13, 2017 – CLASS: Shorebird Identification, Session 3 
 
August 13, 2017 – CONTEST: Avian Ink bird-inspired tattoo contest entry deadline 
 
August 19, 2017 – CLASS: Raptor Workshop 
 
August 19, 2017 – FIELD TRIP: Commons Ford Prairie Bird Walk 
 
August 19, 2017 – FIELD TRIP: Hornsby Bend Monthly Bird Walk 
 
August 19, 2017 – FIELD TRIP: Wells Branch Bird Walks 
 
August 24, 2017 – CONTEST: Avian Ink bird-inspired tattoo award ceremony 
 
August 25, 2017 – CLASS: Shorebird Identification Coastal Field Trip 
 
August 26, 2017 – SANCTUARY EVENT: Blair Woods Restoration Day 
 
August 29, 2017 – YOUNG BIRDERS CLUB: Learn all about Chimney Swifts 
 
 
For more information about these events, please visit www.TravisAudubon.org 
 
 
 
 


