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Inspiring Conservation Through Birding

NINTH ANNUAL YOUTH BIRDING CAMP A HOOT!

T

hanks to the Dell Foundation, who funded this year’s camp, we were able to provide more
scholarships this year for our youth campers, which also expanded our efforts to provide
more opportunities for a more diverse group of children. Twenty-one youths were joined by
fourteen mentors, twelve parent volunteers, and sixteen Travis Audubon volunteers for an
exciting and fun-filled day at Hornsby Bend.
Virginia Rose launched the day with her engaging interactive
presentation on bird identification. She hiked up the energy level
several notches before the adult leaders broke off into Bird Teams
to bird the ponds. The highlight at the ponds this year was the
sighting of the Red Phalarope, which initiated several calls to
local members who showed up to take in this rare find.
After lunch, “Spider Joe” Lapp once again entertained and
educated the campers about the amazing world of spiders. Finally,
Bill Brooks showed off his snakes to the oohs and ahhs of kids
and adults alike.
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Lucy Weber with Cook Elementary brought four Cook
Elementary children to Youth Birding Camp. Lucy wrote us to
report that “The 5th graders that rode with me all said it was the
best day of their life. We chose to walk to the ponds in the morning
and they decided that was great since we got to enjoy nature much
more and see more things. They want to go back to Hornsby Bend
and take their family members. Karen wants me to be sure to send
her the information next year when she has moved on to middle
school so she can go again. I greatly enjoyed the day also.”

TA Monthly Meetings

Karen Landaverde, Cook Elementary 5th grader wrote: “…The
thing that I mostly liked was that we found a Red Phalarope and
we mostly don’t see Red Phalarope birds in Texas.”
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TA Classes...................................14-15
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d

Thursday, Jan 21 7:00 pm
What bird is that?
Speaker: Prof. Robin Doughty

d

Thursday, Feb 18 7:00 pm
Chaetura Canyon
Speakers: Paul & Georgean Kyle
Different locations for each meeting.
Complete details on Page 8
Please note venue is subject to change
Doors open at 6:30 pm for social time

January/February 2010

Maricela Ramirez, Cook Elementary 5th grader worte: “…I loved
the part when we got to touch the snakes and we got to see the
rare Red Pahlarope. I wish my school will be like this. This Day
Rocked!”

Photo credits this page:
Nancy Manning

We thank Kevin Anderson and the Center for Environmental
Research for once again providing us the perfect place for Youth Birding Camp and Camp
Organizer, Julia Balinsky and her number one helper, Andy Balinsky, along with all the
presenters and volunteers, just too numerous to mention. We could not continue to expand and
improve our Youth Birding Camp without the devoted help of so many.
Our sponsors this year were Dell Foundation, Papa John’s, and Naturally Curious. Please show
your support by buying from our sponsors.
Nancy Manning
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M

any wonderful words start with a V – valor, value, victory, but
the most special one is “volunteer.” Audubon volunteers have
been clearing invasive species from Blair Woods, leading field
trips, speaking to groups, donating funds, planting native plants, and
working in the office.
Each person who volunteers is making a gift to the Central Texas
community and to generations to come. Great stress and danger lie ahead
for bird habitats as the people population is projected to double in Texas.
What we do now can provide places for our native wildlife, teach young
people why native habitats matter, protect water resources, and have fun
while doing it.

Valarie Bristol

Chaetura Canyon Sanctaury
Stewards

Georgean & Paul Kyle

From the Travis Audubon President

Jocelyn Taijeron is the Volunteer Coordinator for Travis Audubon. She is
excited to expand opportunities for volunteers in 2010. Whether you like
to teach, dig, file, or donate funds, you can add value to Travis Audubon
– Volunteer!

Baker Sanctuary Steward

Derik Caudill

Mission Statement

Travis Audubon promotes the enjoyment, understanding, and conservation
of native birds and their habitats.
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Newsletter Deadline

The submissions deadline is the first day of the
month preceding the first month of publication
(for example, June 1 for the July/August issue).
Submit uncopyrighted articles, announcements,
and art to Tess Sherman, tsherman1@austin.
rr.com; or mail to 210 E. Walnut Dr., Austin,
TX 78753. Submissions by email or on a CD
are preferred but not required. Call Tess at 300BIRD if you have questions.
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Hornsby Bend News
HORNSBY BEND
50 YEARS OF BIRDING CELEBRATION
As I grabbed my scope and started looking for birds, I regretted
wearing sandals. It was overcast and cold. However, I soon
forgot my freezing toes as the first of two Peregrine Falcons
came over, no more than fifty feet above our heads. It passed
again and stooped over the motley crew of coots and ducks
hiding in the marsh. We cheered and hollered as panicked teals
splashed into the water, twisting and turning as they tried to
elude the boss of the ponds. The Peregrine seized a Greenwinged Teal and made off to the northeast with its prize.
I was covering the Pond section with my Dad, Byron Stone, and
Tim Fennell for the Super Survey, part of the Hornsby Bend 50
Years of Birding Celebration. Such excitement was happening
during the whole day. A Kentucky Warbler was seen along the
river, along with the amazing sight of thousands of Swainson’s
Hawks streaming overhead. The camaraderie, story telling,
presentations, and auctions all contributed to the celebration of
the past 50 years of birding at Hornsby Bend.
The Super Survey, headed up by Eric Carpenter, was a great
success. Over 50 people separated into teams to thoroughly cover
the entire property. This intensive effort produced an incredible
total of 124 species. Quality sightings included Lesser Goldfinch,
Ringed Kingfisher, Kentucky Warbler, Virginia Rail, and Greater
Roadrunner. The most special sighting of the morning however
was the liftoff of several thousand Swainson’s Hawks. Each
group saw at least a thousand birds, and Peg Wallace, manning
the hawk watch, counted at least 3,500 in total. More than one
visitor told me how special “the hawks” were.
The Celebration wasn’t just about the birds though. Numerous
presentations and awards ceremonies were just as exciting, and
the storytelling later in the evening was particularly memorable.
Rob Fergus led the discussion about the citizen-science and
research projects that have been going on at Hornsby, as well as
speaking about the rarities found at Hornsby in the past 50 years.
Greg Lasley and John Ingram presented slideshows, giving a
unique photographic view of Hornsby’s birds and birders. In
thanksgiving for 50 years of goodwill and cooperation, awards
were presented to Bill Spelman of the City Council for the
City of Austin, Greg Meszaros of the Austin Water Utility, and
the staff of Hornsby Bend. The best part of the presentations
in my opinion, though, was the story telling after dinner. We
whiled away the hours listening to moving and sometimes
hilarious stories about the birds and especially the birders who
have made the birding community of Hornsby Bend what it is
today. I listened appreciatively to stories of swimming for Red
Phalaropes and of the birders who shaped birding at Hornsby
Bend – Pancho Oatman, John and Rose Ann Rowlett, Brush
Freeman, Victor Emmanuel, and others. I will never be able to
bird Hornsby Bend again without thinking of what I learned that
night. This experience has given me a new understanding and
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appreciation of the people who make birding there possible, what
Hornsby means to birds and birders, and the birding community
of Hornsby Bend.
I want to thank the City of Austin and the Hornsby Bend staff,
especially Kevin Anderson, for making Hornsby Bend available
for birding, and especially Julia and Andy Balinsky and the
Travis Audubon Society for planning and making this wonderful
Celebration possible.
Christian Walker

The Superbowl
I walk the pond rim. Gulls
tumble from the blue in white
whispers, loop the float across
the water, each grey bauble
a beak length apart. A masked
tern checks the birdline as
if deciding which gull to mug,
or claim for ransom.
Like creaks from oil-starved
windmills, teal voices crowd
the flow of the northwest
breeze. In a lead, a squadron
of pintail upends to grab marsh plants.
Heads under, they sail like
miniature tall-ships toward
the shore.
As I pace the bank,
snipe burp and hiccup into the air,
and land almost before they have risen.
Their coveys den in wet dead stalks.
Above the pond, an osprey curses
my approach with yelps too falsetto
to match such a big-wing raptor.
The birds mingle, jostle, glide and feint
in this end of January sun while
humans lounge with chips, dip, pretzels
and beer on this Superbowl Sunday.
I could be standing . . . on Mars.
Robin Doughty
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NATURALIST’S

CALENDAR

by Bill Reiner

photo by Robert Baumgardner

I

n the last issue, I delved into the life history of mistletoe, a parasitic
plant conspicuous now on the bare branches of trees in central
Texas. Two other plants common in our area also live without soil
on elevated perches: Ball Moss and Spanish Moss.
They are not mosses at all, contrary to their common names, but true
flowering plants. Both are epiphytes, sometimes called “air plants,”
which, unlike mistletoe, take no sustenance from their hosts, relying
upon them only for mooring. They photosynthesize all their own food.
Both plants appear silvery gray when dry, but turn greenish when
wet. Spanish Moss (Tillandsia usneoides) has spiraling, stringy stems,
with well-spaced, narrow, alternate leaves. These streamers may grow
several yards long, though this is rarely a single plant, but more often
a string of clones, each capable of living independent of the parent.
Commonly dangling curtain-like from the horizontal branches of live
oaks, this is the plant that gives southern plantations their famously
gothic appearance.
Ball Moss (Tillandsia recurvata), by contrast, has very short stems.
The narrow leaves curl around the plant, giving it a globular shape
(and the species names – recurvata means “curved inward”). Flower
stalks, each bearing a single bloom, project conspicuously two inches
or more beyond the “ball.” A clump may include several slow-growing
individual plants, a single one of which will be less than three inches in
diameter after four years of growth.
Both plants are members of the bromeliad family. The best-known
bromeliad is the pineapple, which is not an epiphyte, but roots in soil.
Bromeliads reach their greatest diversity in the neo-tropics. There,
many epiphytic species have leaf structures that allow them to hold
large quantities of rainwater. Entire micro-communities of plants and
animals develop around these “hanging gardens.”

Spanish Moss and Ball Moss also create micro-communities, though
they are less complex than those in the tropical rainforests. Insects take
refuge in their dense foliage, and insectivorous birds often spend a lot
of time inspecting clumps of Ball Moss for food. One species of spider,
Pelegrina tillandsiae, has been found only on Spanish Moss. Bats have
been known to roost in Spanish Moss, and dense clumps are favored for
nest sites by both Northern and Tropical Parulas.
While both Tillandsia species may produce seeds, Spanish Moss rarely
does. Instead, it spreads with the help of birds or the wind. Sections of
the plant torn loose by strong winds and blown onto another branch
may attach there. Birds pluck pieces of the stringy stem to use for
nesting material, which may then attach to the supporting branch. Ball
Moss seeds with plume-like appendages are produced year-round.
Windblown, they will often lodge on rough bark, where they sprout.
Ball Moss and Spanish Moss are especially common on the limbs of
live oaks and baldcypresses, but may grow on many different trees. Ball
Moss will also frequently grow on rocks, on roofs, and, incongruously,
on power lines. They are able to survive in these seemingly inhospitable
places because they can capture enough water and minerals directly
from the air. Other plants obtain water from the soil through their
roots. Tillandsia species have no contact with soil, and few or no roots.
4
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Instead, tiny, shield-shaped scales covering the stems and leaves trap
moisture until the plant can absorb it.
Minerals come from dust particles swept from the air, or washed
from leaves of the host tree, by raindrops that are then caught
by the epiphyte. A study of Spanish Moss growing on live oaks
and baldcypresses found they had higher mineral concentrations
compared to those growing on pines. Spanish Moss was also more
abundant in forests of these trees than in pine forests. The research
found that cypresses and oaks leach from their leaves more minerals
necessary for plant growth, such as calcium, magnesium, potassium,
and, especially, phosphorus, which appeared to be the reason the
Spanish Moss was more abundant on those trees.
Both epiphytes also store heavy metals in their tissues. Since many
individual plants (those not receiving leached minerals from their
host) obtain all minerals directly from the air, they can be useful for
testing the presence of these metals in the atmosphere. Spanish Moss
has been used to monitor mercury in the air around gold workshops
in Brazil, and Ball Moss to monitor the concentration of heavy
metals and other air pollutants in Colombian cities. A young scientist
in Houston experimented with Spanish Moss’ response to various
air pollutants, and found the plant to be a good indicator of such
pollutants as carbon monoxide, sulfur dioxide, and nitrogen dioxide.
(www.amnh.org/nationalcenter/youngnaturalistawards/2006/caroline.
html)
Spanish Moss has the widest range of any bromeliad, extending
from the coastal plain of Virginia southward through the tropics
to Argentina and Chile. Ball Moss has expanded its range over
the last 80 or so years, moving from southern and central Texas
northeastward into Louisiana. Climate change is likely the reason
for the range expansion, and Ball Moss could, therefore, be a good
candidate for study of this phenomenon.
Some property owners remove Ball Moss and Spanish Moss from
their trees, under the mistaken belief that these plants are parasites,
and the tree is harmed by them. Some trees crowded with epiphytes
do appear haggard, but the decline is almost always the result of other
causes. Epiphytes could potentially shade the leaves of their host,
restricting its ability to photosynthesize, but they usually grow under
the leaves. Indeed, it is probably a benefit to an epiphyte to have
host leaves above it, to minimize desiccation by the sun, and to drip
mineral-laden rainwater.
Rather than reviling these two fascinating members of our local
flora as unsightly scourges of our prized live oaks, we would do well
to appreciate Ball Moss and Spanish Moss for providing shelter,
foraging sites, and nesting materials for wildlife, and for serving us as
barometers of the health of our environment.
A key study referenced in this article is“Mineral Cycling and the
Niche of Spanish Moss, Tillandsia usneoides,” by William H.
Schlesinger and P. L. Marks, in American Journal of Botany, vol. 64,
no. 10. Other references included Shinners & Mahler’s Illustrated
Flora of North Central Texas, and the newly published Remarkable
Plants of Texas by Matt Warnock Turner.
TRAVIS AUDUBON

THE

Dan Callaway,
photo by Robert Baumgardner

DAN CALLAWAY

REPORT

Birding to Lake Pflugerville - 10/28/09
Participants: Ethel Kutac, Ingrid Huskey, Janene Rowan, Homer
Cunningham, and Dan Callaway

male Red-winged Blackbirds and what we assumed to be newly
arriving Western Meadowlarks until we heard an Eastern sing.

Target birds: water fowl
There were so many American Coots on the lake that it was
hard to sort out the few ducks. We did see Pied-billed and
Eared Grebes, Great Blue Heron, Great Egret, Gadwall, one
Ring-billed Gull, Belted Kingfisher, Barn and Cave Swallows,
and Savannah Sparrows. We met a swimmer in a wet-suit who
had just completed four laps to the middle of the lake. He was
interested in birds and wondered what the little ducks were that
swam alongside him so close that he had to keep pushing them
out of his way. We showed him a picture and he confirmed that
they were Pied-billed Grebes. We scanned a flooded field trying
to find a Mountain Plover among the scores of Killdeer. At the
retention pond at the Black Hawk entrance off Hodde Ln, we had
two Greater Yellowlegs and a small flock of American Pipits. The
fields and roadsides near the county line revealed a large flock of

At Old Settlers Park Lake we added a Double-crested Cormorant,
and at Meadow Lake, three Ruddy Ducks and more coots. The
pond at Forest Creek Country Club contained a Great Blue Heron,
Pied-billed Grebes, and Gadwall. Feeding from the pond edge
was a Belted Kingfisher, a pair of Eastern Phoebes and a Carolina
Wren. The woods harbored our first-of-the-season Yellow-bellied
Sapsucker plus a Red-bellied and a Downy Woodpecker. We also
watched a Black-crested Titmouse and a Ruby-crowned Kinglet
coming to investigate our owl calls. We found our final ducks
for the day at the retention pond at Parmer and McCallen. Scores
of American Wigeon, a few Ring-necked Ducks and a couple of
female Lesser Scaup fed their way among many more coots.

Southeast Arizona with TAS & VENT!

In addition to hummingbirds we’ll seek out the majority of
the Arizona specialties including Montezuma Quail; Gray
Hawk; Elegant Trogon; Arizona Woodpecker; Greater Pewee;
Sulphur-bellied flycatcher;Thick-billed Kingbird; Mexican
Chickadee; Bendire’s Thrasher; Olive, Virginia’s, Lucy’s,
Grace’s, and Red-faced warblers; Painted Redstart; Hepatic
Tanager; Abert’s Towhee; Rufous-winged Sparrow; Yelloweyed Junco; Varied Bunting; and many more. Summer is also
a great time for vagrants, as this trip has recorded Short-tailed
Hawk, Rose-throated Becard, Black-capped Gnatcatcher, Aztec
Thrush, Rufous-capped Warbler, and Flame-colored Tanager in
recent years.

Travis Audubon is excited to announce our second collaboration
with Austin-based Victor Emanuel Nature tours (VENT).
Designed especially for members of Travis Audubon, our next
field trip will be a summertime visit to the renowned birding
haven of Southeast Arizona.
This trip, Jewels of Arizona: Trogons,
Hummingbirds, Warblers & More, will be led by VENT leader
Brennan Mulrooney, July 25-August 1, 2010. A second leader will
be added as group size warrants.
Each year around mid-summer, tropical moisture flowing up
from Mexico falls over the hot Sonoran desert and sky-island
mountain ranges of Southeast Arizona in the form of regenerating
monsoon rains. Once again, the deserts turn green and water flows
in the depths of the shaded canyons. Our Jewels of Arizona tour is
timed to take advantage of this second coming of spring and all of
the avian riches it brings. On this week-long trip we will seek out
the majority of the southwestern specialty birds and rare Mexican
strays that occupy the beautiful canyons, forests, and grasslands
of southeast Arizona.
One of the greatest attractions of birding Southeast Arizona at
this time of year is the hummingbird show. The combination
of breeding residents, southbound migrants, and rare summer
visitors means that up to 15 species could be present! We expect
to see Broad-billed, Violet-crowned, Blue-throated, Magnificent,
Black-chinned, Anna’s, Broad-tailed, and Rufous hummingbirds.
Costa’s, Calliope, Allen’s, and Lucifer hummingbirds are also
very possible. Perhaps most exciting, such rare Mexican species
as Berylline and White-eared hummingbirds, and Plain-capped
Starthroat routinely appear at this time of year.
TRAVIS AUDUBON

Total species: 47
Best bird: Yellow-bellied Sapsucker
Dominant species: American Coot

The fee for this trip is $1,995 in double occupancy from Tucson,
Arizona. Limit 14. As part of our arrangement with VENT, 10%
of your tour fee will be donated to Travis Audubon. To register
for this event, or for more information, contact Edna Murray at
VENT by phone at 328-5221, or email, edna@ventbird.com.

REV UP YOUR BIRD-A-THON ENGINES!

This year we are introducing the one week Bird-a-thon. The dates
for the 2010 Bird-a-thon will be May 1 through May 9th, with May
8th as the primary Bird-a-thon date. The week long Bird-a-thon will
give you an opportunity to bird on two weekends or throughout
the week to win in your category. Last year our Bird-a-thon teams
brought in $12,980.45 to support Travis Audubon programs. This
year our goal is $20,000.
Bird-a-thon funds help to support the maintenance of our three
sanctuaries and all of our programs, including the work of 16
committees along with the infrastructure, which makes all of our
conservation and education programming possible. Save the date
and start thinking of your team name and where you will bird.
S I G N A L S M O K E / January/February 2010
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Volunteers of the Month
Spotlight on our Media Intern & Office Volunteers!

W

e would like to recognize our Media Intern, Patee Franks,
and our office volunteers, Megan Taylor and Dede
Hanley. These behind-the-scenes volunteers are hard-working
gals – and even better, they are so much fun to work with! We
always look forward to having them in the office!

Patee Franks

Photo credit: Dave Franks

Patee Franks responded to our Media
Intern ad in June and has become a valued
volunteer and friend. Her media, editing
and website skills have wowed us! Besides
adding a more functional calendar to our
website, she has given our weekly e-blast a
much-needed facelift. The new e-blast looks
wonderful! She also set up our Facebook
page and updates it weekly. In her ‘spare’
time, she is working towards earning her
Communications degree. Her hobbies
include cooking vegan food and drinking
coffee, crocheting, and sewing. She loves
Halloween and Wheatsville’s popcorn tofu,
and enjoys all that Austin has to offer!

Megan Taylor recently moved to Austin from Grand Rapids,
Michigan. She graduated from Michigan State University in
2007 with a B.A. in Political Science/Pre-law. She says that
ideally, her career goal is employment in the non-profit/public
sector, with a special interest in environmental and conservation
affairs. While she is on the job hunt, she decided to volunteer
her time here at Travis Audubon because our mission is aligned
with her goals, and she wanted to keep her skills sharp! She

Results of the Baker Sanctuary
Golden-cheeked Warbler Survey - Spring 2009

E

ach year, Travis Audubon Society (TAS) joins other
Balcones Canyonland Preserve (BCP) land managers in
conducting standardized surveys for Golden-cheeked Warbler
territories within established 100-acre plots of prime warbler
habitat. The surveys provide one indicator of the population
status of these endangered songbirds across the BCP. TAS’
100-acre plot lies in the southern end of Baker Sanctuary and
includes most of the Green Trail and the Baker Creek drainage.
Wildlife biologist and TAS member Dawn Romaine Houston
and I worked together this past spring to conduct the Baker
Sanctuary Golden-cheeked Warbler survey for 2009.
Beginning on March 22 and ending June 2, we surveyed the
full plot nine times during eleven visits for a total survey
time of 56 hours and 47 minutes. All surveys were conducted
following the protocols outlined in the Balcones Canyonland
Preserve (BCP) Land Manager’s Handbook. We mapped the
locations of individual Golden-cheeked Warblers by hand as
we surveyed, and obtained GPS coordinates of their positions
whenever possible. Male warblers are very territorial and use
their distinctive songs to announce their territorial claims, attract
females, and warn off other males. Males will frequently move
6
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certainly does that by entering our Chapter Change Reports - with
amazing quickness, too! Her hobbies include running, cooking/
baking, kayaking, traveling, and hiking.
Dede Hanley is our Monday afternoon volunteer, and battles
our paper shredder with grace! She has also been helping to
organize our history files and with organization in the office.
Her family spent 14 years overseas in
Indonesia, Oman, and Qatar before
returning to Texas and finally settling
in Austin in 2005. A graduate of
Southwest Texas State University (now
Texas State University) with a major
in Business, she currently substitute
teaches at St. Theresa’s Catholic School
and also volunteers weekly at the
Angels of Hope Food Pantry which is
Dede Hanley
sponsored by Catholic Charities. Dede
Photo credit: Mike Hanley
loves the outdoors and spends many
hours gardening, and hikes and plays tennis with her husband.
Animal lovers, they have enjoyed the companionship of their dog,
Monty, over the past 10 years. Rescued from an animal shelter
in Carrollton, TX in January 2000 when he was nine months old,
he’d had three previous owners and needed a family that could
give him lots of attention....Dede & her family met the challenge
and don’t regret a second of those first few months (years?) of
training!
Once again a huge thank you to our office volunteers! We are
busier than ever, and without your help we would never be able
to keep up with it all. Looking forward to 2010, we will be
expanding our volunteer program so please stay tuned for details!
near territory edges and counter-sing with neighboring males.
Documentation of all movements and instances of male countersinging is very helpful in distinguishing individual males
and identifying territory boundaries. We also documented all
observations of female Golden-cheeked Warblers and fledglings.
Based on our compiled observations, including patterns of
movement, counter-singing and the presence of females and
fledglings, Dawn and I estimate that at least 14 Golden-cheeked
Warbler males established territories substantially within plot
boundaries, and another four occupied territories partially within
or immediately adjacent to the plot (edge territories). We feel
this estimate is conservative as it is possible that, in one or
more instances, we may have grouped two males into a single
territory. We believe that it is preferable to risk erroneously
counting two males as one, rather than assume separate identities
in the absence of counter-singing or other clear evidence. These
results are similar to the 2008 estimate of 14 in-plot territories
and 7 edge territories.
We had significantly fewer observations of females (six) and
fledglings (seven in four territories) this year compared to 2008
(ten females and sixteen fledglings in ten territories). Females
were relatively abundant on early survey dates, but disappeared
continued on next page
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GCWR survey, continued from previous page

from view after April 19. Fledglings were detected only on
three surveys during May. Female Golden-cheeked Warblers do
not sing and are secretive when brooding or tending nestlings,
making them generally difficult to detect. However, some are
usually observed tending begging fledglings later in the season.
This year we saw no females attending fledglings. Several other
survey sites in Travis County reported low fledgling numbers
this year, particularly in the northwestern end of Travis County.
Possible causes for reduced fledgling numbers include the
continuing drought and its effect on insect availability, and the
severe hail storm that hit the area in early April.
Dawn and I detected 45 species of birds in or near the 100-acre
plot during the 2009 surveys. In addition to Golden-cheeked
Warblers, species detected on most surveys included Carolina
Chickadee, Black-crested Titmouse, Northern Cardinal,
Mourning Dove, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, White-eyed Vireo,
Bewick’s Wren, and Black-and-white Warbler. Migrants
passing through to other breeding grounds included Tennessee
Warbler, American Redstart, Nashville Warbler, and Yellowbreasted Chat. Commonly-seen birds presumed to be nesting
in or near the plot included Painted Bunting, Lesser Goldfinch,
Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Western Scrub-jay, and Ladder-backed

Woodpecker. Brown-headed Cowbirds were observed in the plot
during two surveys but we found no evidence of nest parasitism
on Golden-cheeked Warblers. On May 17, I flushed a Chuckwill’s-widow from a mid-plot trail and found its newly-hatched
chick huddled next to its sibling egg among the leaf litter. The
same day I flushed two separately-roosting Common Nighthawks,
the first I have seen at Baker during my four years of surveying
this plot.
Mammals seen or heard in
the survey plot included
the eastern fox squirrel,
coyote, and black-tailed
jackrabbit. Only one
unidentified snake was
seen along with a number
of unidentified lizards. On
May 23 I found a threetoed box turtle (Terrapene
carolina triunguis),
another first for me during
a Baker survey.

Three-toed box turtle

Photo credit: Cindy Sperry

Cindy Sperry

Our Donors

We thank these persons and groups who generously made recent contributions to Travis Audubon (as of press time):

W

e gratefully acknowledge
the Bamberger Charitable
Fund of the San Antonio Area
Foundation for their generous
donation to provide Audubon
Adventure Kits to more area
schools. We extend our deepest
thanks to all our donors. Your
support is critical to the ongoing
conservation and education efforts
of TAS.
Annual Appeal
Jerry Hall
Frances McNair
John E. Sunder
Nancy Webber
Unrestricted
Mary & Matt Blackstock
Olive G. Forbes
Painted Bunting
Michael & Virginia Smith
Bryan & Cynthia Sperry
TRAVIS AUDUBON

Vireo
Joseph Acosta
Thomas & Gelya Camp
Oskar & Frances Cerbins
Patrick A. Dillon
David & Virginia Fischer
Cheryl & Richard Hazeltine
Bev Hoffman & J. Paul Comola
Thomas & Elizabeth Linker
Anna Faye Peterson
Joan G. Pratt

Warbler
Bill & Ann Edwards
Sarah Heather
Memorial Gift to Baker Sanctuary
in Honor of Winfred H. Ray
Karen Danette Ray

Flock of 100
Timothy Stuart
Hornsby Bend
Ann Gardner
Chris Masey & Amy Trost
Priscilla Murr
Bob & Jean Warneke
Other Donations
Jeanette Auerbach
Val Schroeter

Business Members
Travis Audubon is delighted to
recognize its Business Members:
Powell, Ebert & Smolik, PC
To learn about the benefits of supporting Travis Audubon as a
Business Member, please go to www.travisaudubon.org and
click on Business Members, or contact Travis Audubon at
512.300.BIRD (2473).
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Monthly Meeting Information
Travis Audubon Regular Monthly Meeting - 7:00 pm

(doors open at 6:30 pm for social time, 7:00 pm for announcements, speaker at 7:30 pm)
Please note that this locaton is subject to change. Notification will be made via the webpage and email blasts.
Parking available in the adjacent lots. Refreshments provided. No monthly meetings during June, July, or August.

January 21, 2010
Location: The Redbud Center, 3601 Lake
Austin Blvd. Austin, TX
Guest Speaker: Prof. Robin Doughty
Topic: What bird is that?

To launch our monthly TAS talks in 2010, Robin Doughty will ask
a very simple question: “What bird is That?” Robin will provide
answers given by painters and poets, and illustrate and read from
art and literature that explores our relationship with birds in
unusual and interesting ways.
Robin Doughty is a faculty member in the Department Geography
and the Environment at the University of Texas, Austin. He has
written a number of books and articles about wildlife conservation,
especially related to birds, and remains committed to promoting
concerns for wildlife diversity and habitat protection both in North
America and elsewhere.

February 18, 2010
Location: The Redbud Center, 3601 Lake Austin
Blvd. Austin, TX
Guest Speakers: Paul & Georgean Kyle
Topic: Chaetura Canyon: Preserving a small but
special piece of Central Texas

Georgean and Paul Kyle grew up in Houston, met in high school
and were married in 1969. They moved to a small canyon in
northwest Travis County in 1972. Over the next three decades they
built their house with their own hands, founded Austin’s only all
wooden toy store (Rootin’ Ridge Toymakers) in 1975, rehabilitated
wildlife for 19 years, ran a U.S Fish and Wildlife Service birdbanding station for 15 years, and created the world’s only Chimney
Swift observatory. All the while they were building trails, restoring
habitat, and buying up adjacent property as it became available.
In 2006 they donated their house and property and the rest of
their lives to Travis Audubon creating the Chaetura Canyon Bird
Sanctuary. Located in a subdivision that was platted in the early
1970s long before the term “Green Belt” was coined, this deep
cleft that drains into the Colorado River just below Mansfield Dam
is home to more than 30 nesting avian species.
Today, TAS members can enjoy Chaetura Canyon by participating
in educational workshops, taking guided tours of the trail system,
watching Chimney Swifts raising their young via live video feeds,
attending various fundraising dinners and other special events.
Join the Kyles for a presentation about their remarkable 40-year
journey to their current status as Sanctuary Stewards and the
creation of this jewel in the TAS sanctuary system.
8
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NEW MEMBER WELCOME
Join us for the first bi-annual new member welcome to be
held prior to the General Membership Meeting on January
21, 2009 from 6:30 - 7:00 pm. This will be a meet and greet
for all new members who have joined since January 1, 2009.
Special snacks and beverages will be served.
If you are a long time Travis Audubon member please join us
in welcoming our new members. If you are a new member
please take this opportunity to get acquainted.

Q&A with Jane Tillman

What do you do with 11 acres to attract birds?
The main thing is to first inventory the plants you have. And
become familiar with the birds you are trying to attract. Try to
minimize mowing and grow native grasses to attract wintering
sparrows (those that come south to winter with us, not house
sparrows). Provide moving water.
If you have a brick or tile chimney, uncap it and you will attract
chimney swifts next spring. (If you have a metal chimney though,
keep it capped, as they are death traps.) See www.chimneyswifts.
org/.
Concerning nest boxes and roosting boxes – the best cavity is a
tree cavity so if you have any dead trees (and you probably lost
some in the drought) that don’t endanger your house, let them
stand, and the woodpeckers will do the work. Don’t overdo it on
nestboxes as they require more maintenance than natural cavities
do. If you do put them up on poles, be sure to use baffles or
snakes and other predators can be problems.
Texas Parks and Wildlife has good information on nestboxes, and
their wildscape program at www.tpwd.state.tx.us/huntwild/wild/
wildscapes/guidance/resources/. I am familiar with all the pdfs
that they recommend, and they are excellent.
Also, Cornell Lab of Ornithology’s All About Birds is a great
place to learn about nestboxes at www.allaboutbirds.org/
NetCommunity/page.aspx?pid=1138. You should also visit the
Audubon at Home website. And www.nrcs.usda.gov/feature/
backyard/wildhab.html is a good website that has info on bird
houses about half way down the page.
I really encourage you to visit Hornsby Bend CER (just google
search) – perhaps coming on one of our monthly walks there, to
see some nestboxes we have there.
TRAVIS AUDUBON

Travis Audubon Committee Corner
Field Trip Committee
Chair: Stan VanSandt
Co-Chair: Terry Banks

Nancy’s Super Tuesday List

J

anuary of 2010 marks the launch of highlighting our committees. This issue we
recognize the fun and education made possible by the remarkable volunteers on the
field trip committee. Stan has pleasantly surprised us with his talent in brainstorming
creative field trips such as Two-Hour Tuesdays and the upcoming Outer Limits field trips.
Field trips are often the most attractive invitation for non-members to become members.
Some of our most active volunteers on committees or at our sanctuaries were introduced
to Travis Audubon on a field trip.
I was blessed on November 24th to attend the field trip on Super Tuesday at Pedernales
State Park led by Terry Banks. Due to my work schedule, I have had few opportunities
to get out to bird and rarely have been on one of our field trips. My Super Tuesday
experience began with a delightful drive with”Whitney.” She is just getting into birding
and together we could barely contain our little squeals at the Pedernales Bird Blind at the
sight of a bird we hadn’t encountered before. That Spotted Towhee was remarkable – took
my breath away at my first look. I couldn’t contain my excitement at seeing so many birds
in one spot and found myself planning how to set up a bird blind in my backyard.

At the blind in the a.m.
House Finch
Eastern Phoebe
Black Vulture
Northern Cardinal
Lincoln Sparrow
Orange-crowned Warbler
Spotted Towhee
Black-crested Titmouse
Bewick’s Wren
American Goldfinch
Carolina Chickadee
Lesser Goldfinch
Chipping Sparrow
White-throated Sparrow
Seen by others:
Rufous-crowned Sparrow
On the Horse Trail
Turkey Vulture
Ruby-crowned Kinglet
Eastern Phoebe
Red-tailed hawk
Black Vulture

When we wandered down the horse trail to a small pond, I found that inside quiet place
that so often eludes me on a daily basis. The temperature was in the 70s (in November
– eat your heart out my old South Dakota), the grasses were dancing on the waves of a
slight breeze, the sky was pastel blue, and a Red-tailed Hawk graced us with a long slow
soar right over our heads.
The thing about birders is they know nature and are willing to teach. I learned a new
native plant – a beautiful purple Verbena and discovered the nasty truth about the invasive
KR grasses. Ken Zaslow even entertained us by focusing a scope on a Red Admiral
butterfly.

The blind at lunch:
White-crowned Sparrow – juvenile
Ladder-backed Woodpecker

My Super Tuesday experience filled me with a peace that only nature affords to me and
yet an excitement that motivates me to Keep on Birding!
Nancy Manning

At the falls:
Great Blue Heron
Turkey Vulture
American Kestrel
Seen by others
Spotted Sandpiper
Double-crested Cormorant.

Left: White-throated Sparrow
Below: Spotted Towhee
Photos courtesy of Lee Wallace

Back row from left: Laurie Foss, Stan VanSandt, Jane Tillman, Jeff Patterson
Front row from left: Shelia Hargis, Terry Banks, Ken Zaslow. Not pictured: Claude
Morris, Kathy McCormick, George Kerr.
Photo credit: Nancy Manning
TRAVIS AUDUBON
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Notes from Chaetura Canyon

November - December 2009

C

haetura Canyon is entering its third year since becoming a
Sanctuary of the Travis Audubon Society. Visitors to the site
frequently inquire about the origin of the eight-acre area located
within a residential subdivision, our relationship to it and how the
transfer of the property occurred.
The saga began 38 years ago in the fall of 1972 when we signed a
contract to purchase three lots. The required deposit was $75.00,
half of which was borrowed from friends. We immediately began
hand constructing our dream home on the steep and rugged site.
Over the ensuing years, as adjacent lots became available, new
contracts were executed and payments made one lot at a time.
By 1999, twenty-seven lots had been purchased and the property
values had risen substantially. We reluctantly decided to draw the
line and began to personally fence the perimeter of the property.
Our concern about what would become of the property upon our
demise prompted us to search for conservation organizations. The
Nature Conservancy and Natural Areas Preservation Association
deemed the eight-acre site too small to add to their holdings.
Following a conservation suggestion, an amended plat was filed
with the Travis County Appraisal District to remove the interior
lot lines. This action along with very specific restrictive covenants
makes it literally impossible for further development to occur. But
there still remained a desire to protect the land in its natural state in
perpetuity as well as the flora and fauna that depend upon it.
When we first arrived in central Texas from Houston, we
determined to let nature take its course with no intervention on
our part. A Weed Feed class taught by Scooter Cheatham and
Lynn Marshall opened our eyes to the benefits of diversity and
usefulness of native plants, so we began to manage the junipers
and encourage plant diversity on the property.
As we wandered the deer trails identifying plant species we
occasionally encountered an injured wild animal. A course at the
Austin Nature Center taught by Jane Lyons immersed us in wildlife
rehabilitation and led to a nineteen year stint specializing in the
care and study of avian insectivores. Warblers, wrens, nightjars,
swallows, and Chimney Swifts filled incubators and flight cages
specially constructed onto the house. Ultimately 3,141 individuals
representing 121 species received care. Bird banding under the
auspices of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service was also conducted
during that time frame with the support and assistance of Greg
Lasley and Don Connell. Five-thousand eight hundred ninety-nine
birds of 92 species were fitted with individually numbered rings.
In all, a total of more than 150 avian species have been recorded to
date.
Because of this total immersion with birds it seemed logical to
approach Travis Audubon (TA) about accepting another sanctuary.
Bob Warneke, president at the time, and board members Brian
Hale and John Kelly toured the property. The society was
agreeable to the conveyance of the property to the organization
upon our demise, so our wills were rewritten with that intent.
Workshops and tours for TA members began to be held on site.
10
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In April of 2006 a committee was organized within TA to
formulate a contract to transfer the property to TA before our
demise. Again, Bob Warneke and John Kelly came forward
to facilitate the committee. Jeff Mundy, Anne Donovan, Ann
and Don Connell and Pat Dillon added their expertise over the
next seven months to formulate a proposal to the TA board for
the transfer as well as create restrictive covenants to insure the
proposed vision for the property into the future. Burgess Jackson
and Dan Laney worked out the legal details and the transfer
was signed with TA president Shelia Hargis on December 28.
Initial donations dedicated to the new Sanctuary were generously
offered from Craig Damuth following persistent lobbying by
Bob Warneke, from Ann and Don Connell and from the Peterson
Charitable Lead Trust. These generous supporters covered the
entire costs of acquisition of the Sanctuary.

Subsequent financial support and enthusiastic acceptance of
this Sanctuary has been amazing and personally gratifying. The
widespread support has made Chaetura Canyon a self-supporting
entity within TA. Our very sincere appreciation is extended to
everyone who has visited and supported this site over the past
three years. We are not yet retired from our “real jobs” at Rootin’
Ridge Toymakers, so our six-day-a-week work schedule limits
the amount of time we are available to host visitors. And because
Chaetura Canyon is designated and maintained as a “preserve and
not a park”, visitation is limited to create as little disturbance to
the indigenous wildlife as possible. Still, there is at least one event
nearly every month ranging from workshops to Second Saturday
Swift Watches to fundraising dinners. We hope any TA member
who has not yet visited will be able to venture into the Hills in the
coming months and years. After all: this is your Sanctuary!!
Georgean and Paul Kyle, Sanctuary Stewards

2009 Nestbox Workshop

Paul and Georgean Kyle held the 2009 Nestbox Workshop at
Chaetura Canyon on Sunday, October 4, 2009. The event was a
great success, with seven families attending, including five children
and ten adults. Ten nestboxes were built, with detailed directions
and often individual help from Paul and Georgean. After the
boxes were completed, those who were ready for a walk of the
canyon trails learned how to recognize many different kinds of nests
and heard suggestions about where to locate nestboxes and other
conservation tips. The cost of the workshop was $25 for the nestbox.
There was one additional family on the wait list.
Anne Donovan

Our workshop graduates, at work, and showing off the results.
Photos courtesy: Paul & Georgean Kyle
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Baker Sanctuary News

I

awoke my first morning at Baker Sanctuary early enough to
watch the sun appear and slowly chase away the darkness
outside. The leaves rattled softly in the wind that always
follows sunrise, and here and there the light broke through
the clouds; the forest began to take color. The dark, moist soil
retained a distinct smell, that of nature; growing and dying,
sweet and rank at once. The sanctuary unfolds before me, a
spectacle of nature, a unique jewel in Central Texas, a place
that one can come and feel a sense of peace. Baker Sanctuary is
690 acres of pristine, wild land, a faint reminder of how Central
Texas once appeared and a supreme testament to the efforts of
those who fight to keep this reminder alive. As articulated by
Henry David Thoreau “all good things are wild and free” and no
expression better exemplifies the spirit of America, the spirit that
underlies all aspects of our lives; from our love of democracy to
our love of nature. In America our national parks and wildlife
refuges define us; they are America’s collective response to the
great monuments of Europe; the Grand Canyon is our Arc de
Triomphe, Yellowstone National Park is our Colosseum and Big
Bend, our Acropolis, and Baker Sanctuary follows this tradition
of conservation and stewardship.
As a steward of the environment and the new steward of Baker
Sanctuary, I would like to applaud the efforts of those who
understood the imperative of preserving this land and I would like
to offer my help in managing it. In my mind there are few causes
more noble in current times than fighting to preserve the lands
we inherited at birth to duly bestow upon future generations.
I believe that nature, in all forms, is a gift; both fragile and
beautiful and in desperate need of care and protection; we need
and depend on
nature the same
as nature needs
and depends on
us. The problem
arises as Central
Texas witnesses
burgeoning
growth and
development,
often times in
direct conflict
with adjacent
ecosystems.
The necessary
balance that needs
to be struck is
between the forces
of economic
development and
conservation.
Fortunately,
Baker Sanctuary
and Travis

TRAVIS AUDUBON

Audubon are blessed with the endangered Golden-cheeked
Warbler, a beautiful and unique species that certainly deserves
our protection and provides the impetus and inspiration for
the conservation efforts of the Balcones Canyonland Preserve
partners. It is an honor to take on the mission of Travis Audubon
and actively work with all the managing partners in governing
the Balcones Canyonland Preserve. We want diversity in our
ecosystems and we need wildlife sanctuaries like Baker and
organizations like Travis Audubon to achieve this diversity, and
it is my goal as Baker Steward to see this vision to realization.
My wife, Julia, and I have always been interested in the
natural world and we both pursued this interest at Texas State
University, she as a biochemist and me as an environmental
scientist. While at Texas State we both became quite enamored
with the facilities at Aquerina Springs whose management
has recently been taken over by the University. An enormous
restoration project is currently underway to return the springs to
their natural state. It was this project that inspired us to become
involved in the health of the San Marcos River and Spring Lake,
and we both received certification and training through the
Texas River Systems Institute as Texas water quality monitors.
In addition to our work in water quality monitoring, both
Julia and I worked at an Austin-based air quality monitoring
company, Air Quality Analytical (AQA). Air Quality Analytical
provided a tremendous experience in managing the environment;
climbing smokestacks, and monitoring air quality in the field
that was quite exciting. Upon graduation, however, I desperately
sought a career in managing our environment, specifically our
natural resources, in a more direct way and I was lucky enough
to get the opportunity to do so at Baker Sanctuary. My job
at the sanctuary will allow me to continue my education and
experience in managing the environment and it will allow me
to use the knowledge and experience I have gained in college
and in the industry to inform people about the mission and
importance of Travis Audubon.
Julia graduated from Texas State in 2007 with a degree in
biochemistry and began her career as a high school chemistry,
biology, and biotechnology teacher at the science academy in
LBJ high school, and she now teaches science at Hutto High
school. Julia is my best volunteer and she is very excited to use
her knowledge in biology and chemistry as well as her expertise
and love of teaching to educate visitors of the sanctuary about
the importance of proper land management practices and the
opportunities we all have to live a more sustainable life.
Julia and I love the ecosystems of Central Texas and we both
believe in the mission of the Audubon Society. Together we
can communicate this message of conservation to every visitor
and we can demonstrate how each of us can help manage the
environment by changing the way we think about our natural
resources; as finite and precious.
Derik T. Caudill,
Travis Audubon Baker Sanctuary Steward
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TA Events - Jan 2010
Tuesday, Jan 5 Two Hour Tuesday! at Southeast Metropolitan Park
8 am to 10 am Take Highway 71 east past the airport, then past the toll road intersections – at the next light turn left into the park. Inside the park
take the first right, then follow the road around to the trailhead parking lot. No registration required.

Saturday, Jan 9 Waste Management Landfill Wildlife Habitat Park with Shelia Hargis and Laurie Foss
7 am (or 8 am) Located near Hwy 290E and Giles Road, the Waste Management Wildlife Habitat Park is not what you would expect at a landfill.
to 10 am Waste Management has kept part of their land in its natural state and certified it as a wildlife habitat. They are continually working
to improve the habitat, both the natural area and the areas impacted by the landfill operations. So far they have installed trails,
nestboxes, a butterfly garden and a bee garden. Join us as we survey the gulls at the landfill and then the birds in the natural area.
Meet at the landfill office at 9708 Giles Road at 7:00 a.m. if you want to check out the gulls. If 7:00 is too early for you or you’re
not into looking at gulls, meet us at the office at 8:00 a.m. We will carpool to the habitat park from there. Contact Shelia, shargis@austin.rr.com, or 294-0272, if you need more information.

Saturday, Jan 9 Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend
7 am & 4 pm Sponsored monthly by the Hornsby Bend Bird Conservatory. Contact Eric Carpenter at ecarpe@gmail.com for more information.
Sunday, Jan 10 Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge, co-sponsored by TAS & Friends of Balcones Canyonlands
7am to 1 pm This trip will focus on finding winter residents at the refuge. Shelia Hargis and Laurie Foss will lead participants to an area of

the refuge not open to the public. The trip is moderately strenuous and will include walking for approximately four hours on
uneven terrain. The adventure will end with lunch at the Flying X ranch house where participants will be able to purchase lunch
(fundraiser for the Friends group) and learn more about the refuge and the Friends group. The trip is limited to 15 participants and
reservations are required. If you’re interested, contact Laurie, lauriefoss@flywayadventures.com or 751-3677, for more details
and to make reservations.

Jan 11 & 12 Outer Limits Bird Survey and Field Trip – Gillespie County, Texas
all day Travis Audubon is inaugurating a new series of outings to counties on the outer fringe of the Austin Area – the area defined in

the 1950’s by drawing a circle with a sixty mile radius around Austin. The TAS Bird Records Committee has collected data for
our area checklist from this huge territory over the years, but the rest of us rarely have the opportunity to bird these lightly-birded
counties like Fayette, Kendall, Milam, or Gillespie, despite the prime bird habitat to be found there. We are going to attempt to
rectify this with a series of two day outings – day one a bird count or survey with a countdown at suppertime, similar to a Christmas bird count; and day two a field trip for those who don’t want to participate in a whole-county count but would like to benefit
from the knowledge garnered the day before. Monday, Jan 11 – Gillespie County bird count. This includes Fredericksburg, The
LBJ ranch, the southern part of Enchanted Rock State Nature Area, and as much of the rest of the county as we can cover. There
will be a CBC-style countdown at the end of the day. Tuesday, Jan 12 – Gillespie County field trip (a.m. only). With day trippers
coming out from Austin (or wherever), we will probably concentrate on one area that was productive the day before. Counters
who want to stay and chase birds found in sections they haven’t worked will have that option. Registration for the field trip only
will be limited to 12. We would like to have considerably more for the survey, and all surveyors will be welcome on the field trip
if they choose to do that. Contact Stan VanSandt at empidider@yahoo.com to register and for more information. Two-day participants are strongly encouraged to plan to stay in the vicinity for at least one night, (for Gillespie County for instance, the county
seat of Fredericksburg is recommended), and because of the early start on Day Two even the day-trippers might consider spending
the night before: all these locations are more than an hour’s drive from Austin. Since this is a brand new endeavor, details are still
being worked out – please be patient and flexible!

Saturday, Jan 16 Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend
7:30 am to noon Austin’s premier birding site. Field trip leaders for January are Jeff Patterson and George Kerr. For more information go to www.
hornsbybend.org – no registration required.

Tuesday, Jan 19 Two Hour Tuesday! at Laguna Gloria/Mayfield Park
8 am to 10 am Exit Mopac at 35th Street, take 35th west about .8 mile, park in lot on left, behind fence, at Mayfield Park. No registration required.

Jan 23 & Jan 24 Outer Limits Bird Survey and Field Trip – Fayette County, Texas
all day Day One – Bird Survey: meet very early at a central rendezvous point in La Grange for section/team assignments; find as many
birds as possible in course of the day; have a CBC-style countdown at suppertime. Depending on number of participants and
teams, this activity could be continued on Day Two if necessary.

Day Two – Field Trip for day-trippers. For those who would rather sample than suffer, there will be an a.m. field trip that will
either a) concentrate on one of the best birding areas in the county (for instance Lake Fayette), or b) chase around and try to find
some of the rarer birds found the day before. Those who stay for both days may choose to chase birds found in other sections
on the first day, or continue surveying areas that didn’t get coverage. Registration for the field trip only will be limited to 12. We
would like to have considerably more for the survey, and all surveyors will be welcome on the field trip if they choose to do that.
Contact Stan VanSandt at empidider@yahoo.com to register and for more information.
12
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TA Events - Jan/Feb 2010
Tuesday, Jan 26
8 am to 10 am
Saturday, Jan 30
3:30 pm to 5:45 pm

Tuesday, Feb 2
8 am to 10 am

Saturday, Feb 6
7 am to early afternoon

February 8 & 9
all day

Two Hour Tuesday at Walnut Creek Park

A large city park with 15 miles of wooded hiking trails off of North Lamar. The entrance is on the west side of Lamar between
Braker and Yeager – continue on the entrance road to large parking lot on left. No registration required.

Winter Bird Walk at Meadow Lake (Round Rock) led by Kathy McCormack

There should be plenty of ducks to scope out in the late afternoon on this suburban lake. Directions: From IH-35, take Exit 254
(FM 3406) and go east on Old Settler’s Blvd. Go straight through two traffic lights (Mays St. and Sunrise Rd.), then turn left
onto Settlement Drive. Go about a quarter mile, and park along the side of the road (the park and 65-acre lake will be on your
right) No registration is required, but you can contact Kathy McCormack (VEFL21@yahoo.com, 512-698-9880) if you need
more information.

Two Hour Tuesday! at Meadow lake

From IH-35, take Exit 254 (FM 3406) and go east on Old Settler’s Blvd. Go straight through two traffic lights (Mays St. and
Sunrise Rd.), then turn left onto Settlement Drive. Go about a quarter mile, and park along the side of the road (the park and 65acre lake will be on your right). No registration is required.

Field Trip to Seven Oaks

Spend a morning searching for winter birds on Anne and John Donovan’s property near Lampasas. Limited to twelve birders:
contact Stan at empidider@yahoo.com to register and for more information.

Outer Limits Bird Survey and Field Trip to Lee and Burleson Counties

Day One – Bird Survey: meet very early at a central rendezvous point in Giddings for section/team assignments; find as many
birds as possible in course of the day; have a CBC-style countdown at suppertime. Depending on number of participants and
teams, this activity could be continued on Day Two if necessary.
Day Two – Field Trip for day-trippers. For those who would rather sample than suffer, there will be an a.m. field trip that will
either a) concentrate on one of the best birding areas in the county (for instance Nails Creek at Lake Somerville), or b) chase
around and try to find some of the rarer birds found the day before. Those who stay for both days may choose to chase birds
found in other sections on the first day, or continue surveying areas that didn’t get coverage. Registration for the field trip only
will be limited to 12. We would like to have considerably more for the survey, and all surveyors will be welcome on the field trip
if they choose to do that. Contact Stan VanSandt at empidider@yahoo.com to register and for more information.

Saturday, Feb 13
7 am and 4 pm
Tuesday, Feb 16
8 am to 10 am
Saturday, Feb 20
7;30 am to noon
Tuesday, Feb 23
8 am to 10 am

Feb 27 & Feb 28
all day

Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend

Sponsored monthly by the Hornsby Bend Bird Conservatory. Contact Eric Carpenter at ecarpe@gmail.com for more information.

Two Hour Tuesday! at McKinney Falss State park

Located in SE Austin off McKinney Falls Parkway, south of Burleson Road. Day use fee. No registration required.

Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend

Austin’s premier birding site. Field trip leaders for January are Ingrid Huskey and Ken Zaslow. For more information go to
www.hornsbybend.org – no registration required.

Two Hour Tuesday at Dick Nichols District Park

Meet at the Hampton Branch public library and check out the ponds and marshy areas behind the library on the trail to the park
proper. From South Mo-Pac Expressway exit at William Cannon and go west. Turn left at Brush Country Road, go .5 mile and
turn right onto Convict Hill Road, then go another .5 mile or so to the library on the left. No registration required.

Outer Limits Bird Survey and Field Trip to Kendall County

Day One – Bird Survey: meet very early at a central rendezvous point in Boerne for section/team assignments; find as many
birds as possible in course of the day; have a CBC-style countdown at suppertime. Depending on number of participants and
teams, this activity could be continued on Day Two if necessary.
Day Two – For those who would rather sample than suffer, there will be an a.m. field trip that will either a) concentrate on one
of the best birding areas in the county (for instance City Park in Boerne), or b) chase around and try to find some of the rarer
birds found the day before. Those who stay for both days may choose to chase birds found in other sections on the first day, or
continue surveying areas that didn’t get coverage. Registration for the field trip only will be limited to 12. We would like to
have considerably more for the survey, and all surveyors will be welcome on the field trip if they choose to do that. Contact Stan
VanSandt at empidider@yahoo.com to register and for more information.

Saturday, Feb 27
9 am to 1 pm

Ecological Literacy Day at Hornsby Bend

Every last Saturday of the month, for more information: Julia Balinsky at jwaxwing@gmail.com or Kevin Anderson, 972-1960.

TRAVIS AUDUBON
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Travis Audubon Classes
Waterfowl Identification Class

Begin the new year by learning how to identify those ducks! If
you’ve been walking around Town Lake and wondering what
kind of ducks you see, this class will provide you with answers.
Travis Audubon is pleased to announce that Jean Martin will
again teach the Waterfowl Identification Class. Jean also teaches
the Beginning Birding Class, and has over 20 years’ birding
experience. This course will focus on ducks, grebes, geese, and
other waterfowl found in Texas, especially during the winter
months. It is well suited for birders who have completed the
Beginning Birding Class or for those who have ignored ducks
because “all those females look alike.”
The class will consist of two lecture/photo presentations and
two field trips. The lectures will be on Saturdays, Jan. 30 and
Feb. 6, from 8 to 10 a.m., each followed by a field trip, which
will last until about 2 p.m. Locations will be announced at class
time. A third optional field trip may be scheduled. Tuition is
$45 for Travis Audubon members and $60 for nonmembers.
The class will be limited to 14 participants. To register, e-mail
waterfowlclass@austin.rr.com after Jan. 2, or call Jean Martin
at 343-7053.

Beginning Birding Classes

If you enjoy seeing birds in your yard and want to learn to
identify them, or if you’ve been looking for a new nature-oriented
hobby, perhaps a birding class is just what you need to begin the
new year right. Once again Travis Audubon will sponsor both a
daytime and an evening series of classes for beginning birders.
Participants may register for either series, and each will include
four lecture/photo sessions and four field trips. Because field
trips provide the opportunity to put into practice the skills taught
in the classroom, we strongly encourage registrants to make a
commitment to attend the field trips as well as the lectures.
Jean Martin is beginning her 11th year teaching the class, which
is designed to provide new birders with the techniques and skills
to help them identify unfamiliar birds. Participants will receive a
beginning birding booklet, plus many other handouts. Among the
topics to be discussed are choosing binoculars and field guides,
identification tips, bird biology, and migration. The lecture/
photo presentations will be held at a location in northwest Austin.
Field trips will be taken to various locations in Travis and nearby
counties later in the same week as the classes. Trips begin early in
the morning and end between noon and 2 p.m.
Schedule for the Tuesday Afternoon Class
Lecture/photo presentations will be held from 1-3:30pm on
Feb. 16, Mar. 2, Mar. 9, and April 6. Field trips will be on
Wednesdays beginning about 7am. The first two field trips will
end about noon and the last two will end about 2pm; the dates are
Feb. 17, Mar. 3, Mar. 10, and April 7.
Schedule for the Thursday Evening Class
Lecture/photo presentations will be held from 7-9:30pm on Feb.
18, Mar. 4, Mar. 11, and Apr. 8. Field trips will be on Saturdays
beginning about 7am. The first two field trips will end about noon
and the last two will end about 2pm; the dates are Feb. 20, Mar.
6, Mar. 13, and Apr. 10.
14
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The class tuition is $55 for Travis Audubon members and $65 for
non-members. Class size is limited, so register early, especially
for the evening class, which always fills quickly. To register,
send e-mail to Jean Martin after Jan. 2 at begbird@austin.
rr.com or phone her at 343-7053. Be sure to specify whether
you want to attend the class with the Tuesday afternoon lectures
and Wednesday field trips or the class with the Thursday evening
lectures and Saturday field trips.

Introduction to Backyard Birdwatching

How many different species of birds can I attract to my yard?
What woodpeckers can I expect to see here? What is that song I
am hearing? Are there any plants that are bird magnets?
If you want to get acquainted with common backyard birds that
are here year round, and common winter visitors that are in the
neighborhood, this class is for you.
This class includes two sessions. The classroom session will be
held on Thursday evening, Feb. 11 from 7-9 p.m. at a NW Hills
location. The following Saturday morning, Feb. 13, from 8-11
a.m. the second class session will be held at a Best of Texas
Backyard Wildlife Habitat in the same area, where we will do
some armchair birding and investigate bird-friendly plants. You
will have fun learning Austin’s backyard birds and what it takes
to keep them happy. If time allows, we will visit a local preserve
to practice identification skills. The class will be taught by Jane
Tillman who is the chair of the Travis Audubon Urban Habitat
Committee. Tuition will be $20 for TA members, and $25 for
non-members. Class limit is 12 participants. Please contact Jane
at mljt@mail.utexas.edu for more information or to register.

Chimney Swift Tower Workshop
at Chaetura Canyon

Chimney Swifts are now listed as an endangered species in
Nova Scotia, and the future for these aerial insectivores is also
uncertain in the remainder of their breeding range. Georgean and
Paul Kyle will conduct a workshop on building and maintaining
new habitat for this declining species on Sunday, March 14th,
from 1-4 pm. The workshop will begin with an introduction to
Chimney Swifts that includes a slide presentation and video
highlights from a typical nesting season.
Participants will then construct an actual Chimney Swift Tower.
After the project is completed, participants will take a one-mile
walking tour of the Chaetura Canyon Bird Sanctuary. There
are currently 16 Chimney Swift towers on the property that
demonstrate a variety of designs and materials. One of the towers
will be opened, and the class will be shown how to evaluate the
nesting productivity of last year’s season. Refreshments will be
served on the deck overlooking the Canyon following the tour.
Chaetura Canyon has been the epicenter for Chimney Swift
conservation and research world-wide for more than 20 years.
Master Naturalists and property owners with wildlife exemptions
may find this workshop useful in their conservation efforts.
Chimney Swift Towers also make great Eagle Scout projects,

continued on next page
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Great Backyard Bird Count
so Scout Masters, Eagle candidates, and their parents should
consider taking advantage of this unique opportunity.
Registration is limited to ten builders (16 years of age and older).
The cost of this workshop is $35 for TA members and $50
for non-members. The fee includes a copy of the Kyle’s book
Chimney Swift Towers: New Habitat for America’s Mysterious
Birds. For more information or to sign up for the workshop,
please contact Anne Donovan at 472-3030 or email her at
ajdonovan@att.net.
For a preview of the walking tour, visit www.ChimneySwifts.org
and click on the “Chaetura Canyon Bird Sanctuary” link.

New Class Offering: Bird Songs and Vocalization

Travis Audubon will be offering a new class for intermediate
birders in March and April. Watch for the announcement in
the March/April Signal Smoke and on the website in February.
Learning birdsong is a difficult, but rewarding undertaking.
Highly skilled birders rely on bird vocalizations for many of
their field identifications. Some closely related species are only
distinguishable in the field by the differences in their songs.
However, with over 380 species listed on the Austin Region
checklist, even learning local birdsong can be an intimidating
proposition. Jeff Patterson will be teaching this class intended to
improve your skills at bird identification through birdsong.

TRAVIS AUDUBON JOINS NATIONAL AUDUBON IN
PROMOTING THE GREAT BACKYARD BIRD COUNT.
THE CHALLENGE IS ON!
This year’s Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) is scheduled for
Presidents Day Weekend (February 12 - 15th). Please save these
dates!
This year, National Audubon is promoting the GBBC as a great
activity for families that’s both free and educational, while also
getting kids outside. In a time when people are cutting back
expenses, the GBBC makes the perfect stay-cation. Travis
Audubon would like to support these efforts by encouraging you
to get involved. We hereby extend the following challenge:
We are asking for committees to join together and individual
members to explore some of the ideas listed below and then
contact our Executive Director, Nancy Manning, with the
activities you have chosen and are willing to coordinate. We
would like to promote your activities in the media and in our
eblasts.
Here are some ideas:
Run Special Events
 Incorporate GBBC activities in bird walks or other
weekend programs. Visit http://www.birdsource.org/
gbbc/learning/for-educator for ideas. In colder climates,
sponsor a combination winter-festival (showshoeing,
TRAVIS AUDUBON





sledding, skating) and GBBC day. Or you might hold a
family (or singles) event with hot chocolate, hot cider and
the GBBC.
Provide hiking opportunities and field guides for people
interested in the GBBC.
Host an evening potluck gathering where GBBC
participants can share their bird findings for the day, and
to tally a collective list of species seen.
Host a friendly bird watching competition! Here’s one
idea: using a whiteboard, display photos of birds you
commonly see in the area. Ask Chapter visitors to place
a check box next to the birds they spot. In the end,
update all participants about how many birds you spotted
collectively. Also, consider having a competition with
another Chapter or local group to see who can spot the
most number and/or types of birds!

Offer Workshops/Courses
 Offer courses in basic birding skills prior to and/or during
GBBC. Offer both adult and kid-oriented courses.
 Host lectures/workshops on how Audubon At Home
(AAH) can connect to GBBC. For example, discuss how
to attract more birds to your yard using AAH principles
and materials and how to use GBBC as a way to measure
the success of your efforts. For more information, visit
www.audubonathome.org.
 Host a workshop to build bird feeders to use during
GBBC.
Reach out to Young People
 Arrange for adult birders to mentor younger folks about
birding, observation skills and protocols.
 Visit your Audubon Adventures classrooms and lead
them in a one-period activity that includes getting
outdoors and participating in the GBBC.
 Conduct a bird poster or photo contest for kids. Display
winners in a heavily trafficked spot. Send us a sample
entry and we will post it on our website!
 Design a regionally specific bird-behavior scavenger
hunt. An outline of a scavenger hunt can be found at
sc.audubon.org/PDFs/bird_behavior_hunt.pdf.

Create Bird Habitat
 Host a GBBC workshop to discuss native plants and
bird habitat. Provide participants with landscaping ideas,
native plant sources, and other materials. You might offer
to collect plant and seed orders or order native seeds
ahead of time and hold a native seed sale to raise money.
You can also explore the GBBC website at www.birdcount.org.
The website has photos from last year’s count, a game, and other
materials, including a downloadable PowerPoint presentation, a
voice narrated tutorial, and regional bird lists.
Please help Travis Audubon to promote the GBBC. Think big or
small, but let us know what you are doing to promote this year’s
GBBC.
S I G N A L S M O K E / January/February 2010
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Visit the Travis Audubon Web site:
www.travisaudubon.org

Travis Audubon
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Audubon

J

oin your local Audubon chapter, Travis Audubon, by using the
form at the right.Your dues will be put to use supporting local conservation, education, research projects, field trips, and
other Travis Audubon activities right here in Central Texas.
We seek your support through your membership in our local chapter. (To become a member of the national Audubon,
please go to their Web site at www.audubon.org.)

Join Travis Audubon now and support
local birds, wildlife, and their habitats.
Travis Audubon chapter members receive six issues of this
Signal Smoke newsletter, priority sign-ups on local field trips,
discounts on our educational classes, the opportunity to participate in our e-mail group and attend our wonderful monthly
lectures, and more!

To join Travis Audubon:

Make your check payable to Travis Audubon and send it with
this form to Travis Audubon, 3710 Cedar St., Box 5, Austin, TX
78705, or join on-line using any major credit card by going to
www.travisaudubon.org and clicking on Membership.
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YES! I want to enjoy the benefits of Travis Audubon chapter membership. Enroll me as a member of Travis Audubon.
Enclosed is my check for:
 $12

 $25
 $35
 $75
 $100
 $250
 $1,000

Youth Membership (up to age 18)
Individual Membership
Family Membership
Painted Bunting Membership (bonus Travis Audubon
T-shirt)
Vireo Membership (bonus T-shirt and book)
Warbler Membership (bonus T-shirt, book, and free
workshop)
Lifetime Membership (bonus T-shirt, book,
free workshop, and listing in annual report)

T-shirt size (for premium memberships) ________________

 This is a gift membership from ________________________
Name___________________________Phone______________
Address___________________________________________
City_______________________ State_____ Zip_ __________
Email _____________________________________________

TRAVIS AUDUBON

