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Love of Nature Had Early Roots
A

ndy Sansom has been an outdoorsman for almost as long
as he can remember.

Growing up in Lake Jackson, a small community south of
Houston and near the Texas coast, he explored the bottomlands
of the Brazos River and swam in Oyster Creek. That
devotion to all aspects of nature led to a fascinating career
in environmental conservation and eventually a long list of
achievements.
Travis Audubon will add to Sansom’s accolades by presenting
him with its Victor Emanuel Conservation Award for a lifetime
dedicated to preserving the state’s natural resources.
The award will be presented Oct. 1 at Travis Audubon’s second
annual awards luncheon and fundraiser. The award is named
after Victor Emanuel, an Austin-based ecotourism leader who
has introduced thousands of people to the thrill of viewing birds
in their natural habitats worldwide.

Sansom, like Emanuel, has been on the forefront of the conservation
movement. He is an author and recognized authority on water
quality and water supply in Texas. As executive director of the
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, he oversaw the founding of
the Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation and the addition of more
than 500,000 acres to the state parks and wildlife management areas.
During his tenure, the agency created two nationally recognized
aquatic facilities and launched nature programs aimed at children in
urban areas.
Previously he did an eight-year stint in Washington, D.C., with the
White House Conference on Youth, the Interior Department, and
the Federal Energy Administration. More recently he served as head
of the Texas Nature Conservancy. He also headed up the Nature
Conservancy of Texas.
Currently at Texas State University, Sansom is a research professor
of geography and executive director of the River Systems Institute.
At the institute, he coordinates university policy and research into
continued on page 3

Save the Date
A Tribute to Andy Sansom

Saturday, October 1, 2011
11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
InterContinental Stephen F Austin Hotel
701 Congress Ave. Austin TX
Luncheon & Live Auction
Visit www.travisaudubon.org

Andy with grandson, Alexander. Photo courtesy of Andy Sansom

TA Monthly Meetings
No general meetings in June, July, or August.

See you in September!
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A

n extreme drought focuses the mind on water. No one takes this
essential element of life for all creatures large and small for granted
in an extreme drought. Birds are under great stress since less rain
means less insects, less flowers, less caterpillars and on and on.
In the short term we can each fill bird baths daily, keep raising native
plants in our flower beds, and use no chemicals. In the long term we
need to conserve more natural areas both for birds, other wildlife, and for
water protection. Travis Audubon added two tracts of land last year to our
Chaetura Canyon Sanctuary and we have plans to add two more this year.
We have classes and field trips that place an emphasis on the relationship
between healthy springs, creeks, and rivers to healthy bird habitats. Each of
our three sanctuaries demonstrate the important relationship between water
and birds.

300-BIRD

Tony Wood (interim state president)		
		
210 408-1284
Bryan Hale (state treasurer) 474-5599
Tess Sherman

From the Travis Audubon President

We can conserve and limit our use of water, but having extensive natural
areas is absolutely vital for long-term water protection – a mission worth
continuing and expanding for Travis Audubon.
Valarie Bristol

ACT Representatives

Signal Smoke Editor

Mission Statement

Travis Audubon promotes the enjoyment, understanding,
and conservation of native birds and their habitats.
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are preferred but not required. Call Tess at 300BIRD if you have questions.
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freshwater resources and manages the headwaters of the
San Marcos River. He also supervises the training of more
than 1,000 volunteer water monitors in rivers and streams
throughout the state.
Sansom was asked to provide some background on his
personal and professional pursuits.
Travis Audubon: You were selected for our Victor Emanuel
Conservation Award based on your life-long dedication to
conservation. What motivated you to pursue this interest as a
career? What accomplishments have made you most proud?

Sansom: The rivers of our state are in peril, not only as a
result of the drought but due to the refusal of the state to take
responsibility for ensuring that after all the uses we make of
our ground and surface water our springs and rivers continue
to flow and nourish the bays and estuaries along our coast.
Most communities in Texas lose 25-30% of their water supplies
through leaking water mains and other systems. The first thing
we can all do is be less wasteful with the water we have. The
second thing is to make sure that, as often as we can, we take a
kid fishing or swimming, or kayaking or birding in a wetland,
so he or she can understand that there’s fun to be found there
but also responsibility.

Sansom: I was raised
Travis Audubon: As the owner
by parents who loved
of three wildlife sanctuaries,
history and nature and
Travis Audubon is concerned
who encouraged me to
with proper land management.
enjoy and appreciate the
Our goal is to maintain natural
rich heritage of both.
areas for birds and wildlife.
We lived alongside
How can we encourage
Oyster Creek on the
neighborhoods and even
Texas Coast and I spent
schoolchildren to join us in this
my childhood fishing,
endeavor?
swimming, canoeing its
waters, and exploring
Sansom: I think the most
the woods on the other
important thing for most people
side. I worked through
is their kids, and we should do
high school and college
everything possible to provide
in parks and camps and
opportunities at our preserves
just never grew up, I
to engage children with nature.
guess. I am still having
Not only is that good for the
fun. I share with my
children, it will encourage their
wife Nona my greatest
parents to be more supportive of
accomplishment—two
what we are doing.
fine children who
Andy and Sumo at Aquarena. Photo courtesy of Andy Sansom
Travis Audubon: What do you
are successful in their
like to do for leisure?
own lives and love to be
outdoors. They share in the responsibility for caring for the
Sansom: I believe there is almost no bad way to enjoy the
earth.
outdoors, as long as we do it responsibly. I do it all—hunt, fish,
bird, camp, hike, canoe, and scuba dive. The only thing I love
Travis Audubon: Much of Texas has been plagued by
more is to introduce these activities to children. Beyond that, I
drought; in fact, Central Texas is in the worst category of
also love to be with my grandchildren, and I love to read.
drought. What’s the state of the river systems in Texas? How
might local communities best cope with this situation?
Jorjanna Price
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NATURALIST’S

CALENDAR

by Bill Reiner

D

photo by Robert Baumgardner

uring the long, hot summer months of July and August,
any observant wildlife-watcher will notice that backyard
birds show more interest in birdbaths and water drips than
in birdseed. If our drought continues through the summer, water
sources will become even more critical than they were last year.
Sprinklers will attract attention, as will puddles left after watering
garden plants. Any streams still flowing, and even stagnant pools,
will be magnets for wildlife.
Water is as critical for birds as it is for other animals. One of the
essential functions of water in a bird’s body, particularly in hot
weather, is as a means of cooling. Birds do not perspire as humans
do, although they do lose moisture through the skin. Rather, to
reduce their body temperature, birds pant. Air moving across the
moist linings of the mouth and respiratory tract cools the body
through evaporation, much as evaporating sweat cools the human
body. Of course, as air temperature rises, evaporation will cost a
bird more and more water, which must be replaced.
Another function of water is to transport wastes from the body.
Nitrogen compounds are byproducts of metabolism, but are toxic
to cells, and must be eliminated. In mammals, these compounds

Left: Yellow Warbler. Photo courtesy of Nancy Manning
RightL Black-crested Titmouse. Photo courtesy of Nancy Manning

are mixed with water to form urea, which is then excreted. Birds
have an advantage in this regard, because their bodies excrete
nitrogen compounds as uric acid, which requires far less water
(1/20 to 1/40 as much) in order to be eliminated.
Still, even with this efficiency, birds need to replace lost water.  
This is especially challenging in arid or drought-stressed
environments. Many mammals and reptiles of deserts can forage
at night or underground, where they are less exposed to the
desiccating heat and sunlight. Almost all birds, however, depend
upon finding food by sight, and must forage in daylight, exposing
themselves to greater evaporative loss of water.
4
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So how do birds get and replace the water that they need? The
answer sounds obvious, right? They drink it. But drinking is only
one of three ways that birds obtain water.
A source of water that may surprise you comes from the body
of the bird itself. When the cells of a bird’s body convert fats,
proteins, and carbohydrates to energy, a byproduct is a small
amount of water. The oxidation of a gram of fat, for instance,
yields 1.07 grams of what is called “metabolic water.” Oxidation
of carbohydrates and proteins produces lesser amounts. This same
process occurs in all plants and animals, including humans. The
resulting water is not enough to offset the needs of the organism,
but for animals with small bodies and high metabolic rates, such as
many birds, it can be a significant source.
Birds can also extract water from the foods that they eat. This is
particularly true for birds that eat moist vegetable matter or animal
prey (including insects and spiders). Dry seeds, though they contain
some water, are a poor source. A study of House Finches found that
the birds lost a substantial amount of body weight over the three
days that they were deprived of water, even when supplied with all
the seeds they wanted. When water was again available, the birds

immediately imbibed, and quickly regained most of their weight.
For a subsequent test, the finches were deprived of water for seven
days, but their food was supplemented with apples, celery tops,
and lettuce. This time the birds maintained a constant weight, with
only a small initial drop; when water was restored, their weight
rebounded only slightly.
Many birds in North America are apparently able to survive solely
on water they get from their food and metabolic water, though they
will drink when water is available. Hawks, owls, and shrikes, for
instance, can survive a long time on the body fluids of their prey.
Nectar actually supplies hummingbirds with more liquids than they
continued on next page
TRAVIS AUDUBON

need. Rock Wrens and Verdins can apparently sustain themselves on
the fluids in the insects that they eat. Other desert-dwelling species
may also be able to survive without drinking
water, especially if they limit their activities
during the heat of midday. Black-throated
Sparrows, however, are able to conserve
water well enough that they can be active
even on the hottest desert days.

awkward, have been observed spreading their wings and tails while
perched during a rain.

Many land birds bathe by standing in shallow water and dipping their
bodies while ruffling their feathers and flapping their wings. A bird
will lower its breast until water can run onto its back. It will then
lift its head, keeping the wings and tail raised to cup the water on
the back while ruffling the back feathers to allow the water to seep
down to the skin before shaking it off. It may need to dip several
times, dropping lower on each dip, before the skin and plumage are
satisfactorily saturated. Then, still weighted down by wet feathers, it
will fly to a nearby perch to preen.

References for this article included The Birder’s Handbook: A
Field Guide to the Natural History of North American Birds, by
Paul R. Ehrlich, David S. Dobkin, and Darryl Wheye; and “The
Water Economy of Land Birds” by George A. Bartholomew and
Tom J. Cade, from The Auk, vol. 80.

When water is not
available, birds will
dust-bathe. Dust can
remove excess oil
from the plumage,
and may also help
The need to drink water also varies
to control parasites.
depending upon the time of year, location,
When Northern
and species. Mourning Doves, for instance,
Bobwhites were
can drink large quantities of water quickly
deprived of dustwhen and where it is available, then go for a
bathing for several
day or more without drinking. Being strong
days, their plumage
fliers, doves can exploit water sources far
became oily and
from roosting or feeding areas. Studies of
matted. House
Northern Bobwhites found that, in some
Sparrows and
parts of their range – the southeastern U. S.
other species have
Golden-cheeked Warbler. Photo credit: Bill Reiner
and western Oklahoma – these birds can get
been observed dustall the water they need from their food and
bathing shortly after
metabolic water, and they rarely drink. However, in south Texas, they
bathing in water, strong evidence that the dust can control parasites.
regularly drink where water is available, possibly because the hotter
weather results in greater evaporative water loss, or the food available
Birds will also exploit dew or rainwater that collects on leaves.
contains less water.
This observer was surprised to see Golden-cheeked Warblers
hurling themselves, wings flapping, into clumps of Live Oak
The water needs of birds – and how those needs vary by species, air
foliage soon after a rainstorm; the birds then perched nearby
temperature, level of activity, and food availability – are still poorly
to preen. Many other birds have been observed to bathe in this
studied. However, by observation, we know that most birds do drink
manner: chickadees, mockingbirds, cardinals, kinglets, and several
water to meet their body’s needs. In a dry summer, water sources
species of warblers and sparrows. It may be safer for tree-dwelling
become precious, and birds will frequent any puddle, stream, or
birds to bathe in dewdrops than to risk predators on the ground.
sprinkler.
So, on your summer birding trips, or even in the yard or on trips
Birds also seek water for bathing, both to clean their feathers and
around town, pay particular attention to water wherever it pools or
to cool themselves. When weather is dry and hot, birds may bathe
flows or sprinkles. Especially on a sultry afternoon, you may well
several times a day, particularly in the afternoons.
find a “pool party” going on.

Flycatchers and kingfishers will often bathe by plunging into water,
then immediately flying to a perch. Vireos and chickadees will make
a quick landing in shallow water, ruffle the feathers, then fly off.  
Birds with shorter legs, like swallows and swifts, bathe by dipping
into water during flight, or possibly by flying through rain showers,
as witnessed in Common Nighthawks. Hummingbirds will bathe
by repeatedly darting through sprays of water – such as a garden
sprinkler. (The writer has also seen a hummingbird using McKinney
Falls as a shower.) Woodpeckers, whose short legs make bathing
TRAVIS AUDUBON
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Bird-a-thon 2011: “Big Days” Bring in Big Support!!!

T

his year’s Bird-a-thon was our biggest yet, with the most teams,
most participants, and most money raised! Eleven teams with a total
of 50 team members fanned out across the Austin area and as far
across the globe as Africa to conduct their 24-hour “Big Day,” searching
for as many bird species as they could find. As of June 8th, our total was
$18,572, with a few more donations anticipated to trickle in.
Dan Callaway’s report for the Aviphiliacs team conveys the delightful
sights and sounds of one of their birding sites: “Next stop was the
Wilbarger Creek greenbelt north of Pflugerville. Western Kingbirds,
Painted Buntings, and Lark Sparrows visibly and audibly maintained their
territories. Chimney Swifts twittered overhead. Carolina Wrens sang along
the creek. Two early summer resident Yellow-billed Cuckoos appeared
and clucked from the tree-tops. A lone Rock Pigeon flew over. I identified
the song of a Nashville Warbler, the first of only two warblers for the day.  
Then I heard a song I’d never heard before. A Lincoln’s Sparrow let me
know he was ready to head north to happy breeding grounds.”

City Flickers Team. Photo credit: Treye Rice

Jane Tillman, co-leader of the Legal Migrants team, reported some “notable
misses: Common Raven and would you believe Carolina Chickadee – good
grief. We also seemed to outwit the chiggers. But we did get some good
birds – Ringed Kingfisher and Olive-sided Flycatcher. Maybe my favorite
was the Eastern Wood-Pewee or the Scott’s Oriole or all the Painted
Buntings – truly the bird of the day as they were seemingly everywhere.”
Team Los Playeros leader Cullen Hanks described the last stop of their
Big Day, at 7:00 p.m. in Bolivar Flats: “We ended the day in search of
shorebirds, ‘los playeros.’ This late in the season many of the shorebirds
were in prime breeding plumage, ready to impress their mates when they
arrive at their breeding ground in the arctic in just a few days from now.
Standing on the jetty with the sun at our backs they glowed in the evening
light. Common birds that are normally drab, like the Sanderling, revealed
a strikingly rich plumage that held our attention. At 10:00 p.m. we were
heading over to celebratory beer and plate of seafood at Benno’s on the
seawall. As we drove onto the ferry we spotted a small gull energetically
foraging in the light under the ferry dock. We stopped the car to look but
the ferry workers were not impressed. We parked, jumped out and ran up
the stairs to where we could see the gull: a late season Bonaparte’s Gull,
#180 on our list!”

Legal Migrants Team. Photo credit: Nancy Manning

Jo Wilson and Carol Bennett reported that Team Africa saw 52 bird species
on their big day. They also remarked that “after seeing the results of good
(and bad) conservation policies and practices in Southern Africa, we came
home even more convinced that we must do more to educate folks and
protect our critical habitat so future generations will have birds (and other
critters) to enjoy!”
Thanks to the funds raised by Bird-a-thon, Travis Audubon will be able to
do just that: continue our mission to promote the enjoyment, understanding
and conservation of native birds and their habits. We extend our sincere
gratitude to all the team leaders, team members, supporters, and prize
donors for making our Bird-a-thon 2011 a huge success. 		
									
						
Gail Buxton
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Out of Africa
Top: Lilac-breasted Roller
Bottom: Helmeted Guinea Fowl
Photos courtesy of Team Africa
TRAVIS AUDUBON

Share your passion for wildlife
and help to Keep Austin Wild!
Become a Certified Habitat Steward and be a part of helping to
create, maintain or restore wildlife habitats in backyards,
schoolyards and in our City’s public spaces.
Your Austin Parks and Recreation Department, in partnership with the
National Wildlife Federation, is offering a specialized training
to provide you with the knowledge, tips and techniques to play a key role
in the ongoing effort to Keep Austin Wild.
m a n m a n m a n m a n m a n m a n m a n
You’ll Learn About:

Habitat Stewards Receive:

How to Create Wildlife Friendly Habitats

30+ Hours of Intensive, Hands-On Training

Native and Invasive Plants

Engaging Field Trips and Habitat Activities

Landscape Design Principles

A Comprehensive Training Manual with Local Resources

Ways to Support Habitat in the Community

Instruction from Local Conservation Professionals

Native and Local Wildlife
An important part of becoming a Habitat Steward is giving back.
We ask that each Steward commit to 30 hours of volunteer habitat work in the community.
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THIS YEAR’S SCHEDULE
Thursday, September 8, 2011 6:00pm-9:00pm
Saturday, September 10, 2011 8:45am-3:00pm
Thursday, September 15, 2011 6:00pm-9:00pm
Saturday, September 17, 2011 8:45am-3:00pm
Thursday, September 22, 2011 6:00pm-9:00pm
Saturday, September 24, 2011 8:30am-12:30pm

a

Saturday, October 1, 2011 8:30am-12:30pm
Thursday, October 6, 2011 6:00pm-8:00pm
The course fee is $40 and covers the cost of materials. Scholarships are available.
Deadline for registration is August 15, 2011

For More Information CALL 512.974.4009 or EMAIL wildlife@ci.austin.tx.us

TRAVIS AUDUBON
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Our Donors

T

HANK YOU to all who participated in and
supported our Annual Bird-a-thon; as of
6/8/2011 we have raised $18,572! We also extend
our gratitude to the Audubon Foundation of Texas
for two grants: one to conduct a 100-acre Goldencheeked Warbler survey at Baker Sanctuary and the
other to install a chimney swift tower at our Blair
Woods Sanctuary. Many thanks to all our Donors -your support is critical to the ongoing conservation
and education efforts of Travis Audubon.

Stephanie Crouch
Jackie Davis
John Davis
Leola Decker
Faye Harris
Dominick DeFlorio
Robin Dennis
Rebecca Denton
Cassandra Derrick
Jim and Karol deVries
Elizabeth Bonilla
Bird-a-thon
Claribel Diaz
(Donors as of 6/1/11 - those Mary Brennan
who donated after this date
William Dodd
will appear in our next issue) Valaire Bristol
Joe Doherty
Sandra Brown
Sheila Allee
Anne and John Donovan
Mike Bryan
Beverly Allen
Lynley Doyen
James Buchanan
Margaret Allen
Cheryl Dragel
Maggie Burnett
Richard Allen
Michelle Eckman
Carolyn Burns
Jane Anderson
Bill and Ann Edwards
Michelle Burns
Barbara Anderson
Judy and Gerald Bush Carolyn Ellis
Jim Arnold
Marilyn Espaillat
Jimma Byrd
Tom Ashbaugh
Frank Espina
Vanessa Carey
Barbara Baggett
Lucy Flanagan
Jay Carston
Judith Bailey
Cynthia Castleberry Barbara Fleming
David Bamberger
Michelle Flores
Frances Cerbins
Michael Bandy
Mary Lou Frank
Rebecca Cerda
Terry Banks
Andee Chamberlain Paula Friedman
Stephanie Barko
Michael Gagarin
Kym Chance
Madeline Barnes
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Sally Clarke
Sharon Bauer
Ann Gardner
Karen Clary
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Sarah Garrett
Ferdinand Clervi
Kera Bell
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Nancy Cochran
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Ellizabeth Coffin
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Lori Conrad
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Christine Bessent
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Leslie Covarrubias
Ann Bishop
Bryan Hale
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Gloria Blagg
Sally Hamilton
Cinda Crouch
Rosemarie Blanchard
Jack Hanks
Stephen Hanks
Business Members
Robert L. Hardgrave
Travis Audubon is delighted to
Shelia Hargis & Laurie Foss
recognize its Business Members:
Cathy Harrington
Powell, Ebert & Smolik, PC
Patrick Harris
Thomas Helms
Charles J Stephens, Prudential Texas Realty
Laurel Henderson
To learn about the benefits of supporting Travis Audubon
Estela Hernandez
as a Business Member, please go to www.travisaudubon.
org and click on Business Member, or contact Travis
Mary Hesalroad
Audubon at 512.300.BIRD (2473).
Lynn Hill
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Kim McKnight
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Julie Moore
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Laurie Najjar
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Julie O’Brien
David O’Donnell
Joanne O’Neill
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J. P. Patterson
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Richard Peterson
Maren Phillips
Nancy Podio
Michael Portman
Jorjanna Price
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Nancy Radding
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James Reed
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Andrew and Nona Sansom
Paul Santori
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Chuck Sexton
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Tess Sherman
Angela Shilling
Chula Sims
Michael Singley
John Smith
Kay (Catherine) Smith
Ron and Kay Smith
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TRAVIS AUDUBON

Volunteer of the Month
Volunteer of the Month - Lynn Hill
My husband John and I moved to Austin
from Chicago in 2004. I retired last year after
working as an actuarial consultant for over
thirty years. Although I am a mathematician
by training, I’m a naturalist in spirit. I began
birding in the Fall of 2009 - after spending a
few Two-Hour Tuesdays with Stan VanSandt
and taking Jean Martin’s wonderful Beginning
Birding class. I have enjoyed many Travis
Audubon classes, workshops, and fieldtrips, and
last summer I joined the Education and Urban
Habitat committees. I also enjoy gardening
and just spending time outdoors, and this year
I became a certified Texas Master Naturalist.  
What I’ve enjoyed best of all is the wonderful
friendships I have made.

Photo credit: Nancy Manning

Kim Soechting
David Sokolow
Dorothy Solt
Cynthia Sperry
Valerie Staats
Priska Steffen
Charles Stephens
Robin Stevens
Byron Stone
Monica Swartz
Robert Sweeney
Sal Tahiri
Jane Tillman
Ray Toburen
Nancy Townsend
Leslie Uppinghouse
Graham Waak
Debbye Wallace
Nancy Webber
Andrea Weissenbuehler
Robert Westerkom

Birdie White
Sharmein White
Michael Whitten
John & Marti Wilbur
Julie Williams
James Wilson
Evelyn Jo Wilson
Stu Wilson
Laurie Winnette
LaAunt Woods
Walter Wright
Ken Zaslow

Painted Bunting
Barbara Anderson
Judy Bohm
Debora Boyle
Cynthia Castleberry
Vanessa Chiapetta
Valerie & Sam Dunnam
Dennis & Mariela Dyer
Sally Means
Leslie Anne Morris
Nancy Podio
Marcia Simis

Sally Velasquez
Judy Wilbur
Dale & Becky Wood

Unrestricted

Rifeline LLC
Sara & Michael Sharp
Laura Zebehazy

Memorial Gift
in Honor of Jack Sunder

Elizabeth Cooper
Ethel Kutac
Catie Johnston
Mary Kelly & Richard Lowerre
Allen Peck & Lidia Agraz
Ruth & Gary Pelphrey
Alec Rhodes
Theodore C. Rogers

Warbler
Cliff Ladd

Special Thanks to Our Bird-a-thon Prize Donors:

Vireo

Eastside Café

Jim & Linda Hargrove
Ann Overall
Daphne & Ben Vaughan

Mike Haley: Wildwood Cabins

TRAVIS AUDUBON

Hudson’s on the Bend
Sally Crofutt: Fennessey Ranch
Diane Johnson: Crane House Retreat

Captain Tommy Moore: Rockport Adventures
Bill and Ann Edwards: Cherry Springs
Anne & John Donovan: Seven Oaks Ranch
Nancy Powell Moore: Acacia
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Notes from Chaetura Canyon

T

wo very unique snowbirds migrated to Chaetura Canyon
on April 4. After a grueling twelve-hour flight from Maine,
Ada and Frank Graham landed at our doorstep. Frank is a
distinguished writer of nature and conservation issues. He has been
a field editor for AUDUBON since 1968. He has also authored
more than a dozen books, including The Audubon Ark, a must-read
tome for all Audubon members, that brilliantly ushers the reader
through the myriad losses, triumphs, and personalities that created
the National Audubon of today. Ada is the author of numerous
prize-winning children’s books. She was also largely responsible for
developing and writing for the Audubon Adventures program. The

program newspaper was used by teachers in the classroom all
across America to educate children about natural history and the
environment. Both authors also collaborated on a variety of books
for young readers.
So, why would two such impressive individuals fly to Texas? Victor
Emanuel. Victor persistently lobbied National Audubon on behalf of
Chimney Swifts and our efforts on their behalf at Chaetura Canyon.
After his third call, National responded by sending Frank. For two
delightful days, stories were shared, hikes were taken and a few
birds were chased. The Grahams added two new life birds: Goldencheeked Warbler and Rufous-Crowned Sparrow. This was the first
time that they had added two lifers on a trip since their last visit to
the tropics. Their departure occurred all too soon as our new friends
and kindred spirits returned to cold and rainy Maine.
Frank has authored an article that is scheduled to appear in the July/
August issue of AUDUBON. He has chronicled the creation of
Travis Audubon’s Chaetura Canyon Sanctuary and the conservation
efforts on behalf of Chimney Swifts that have originated there. We
are honored and humbled by this recognition.
Heartfelt thanks to Victor, Frank, and National Audubon for bringing
attention to the plight of, and conservation possibilities for the
remarkable Chimney Swifts.
Chalupas and Chimney Swifts was a sellout again this year. This
is one of the events that helps pay for the ongoing maintenance at
Chaetura Canyon. Thanks to everyone who participated! Dinner on
the Deck is coming up in September, and we hope to see you there.
Georgean and Paul Kyle,
Chaetura Canyon Sanctuary Stewards

Frank and Ada Graham, photo credit: Paul Kyle

Date: Saturday, September 10th
Time: 6:00 - 10:00 PM
Place: The Stewards’ Residence at
The evening will begin with an optional stroll
that wanders past numerous Chimney Swift
towers, through a haven of native plants,
carefully restored wildlife habitat including an
amazing grove of sapling Spanish Oaks and
several small ponds teaming with dragonflies,
chorusing Leopard Frogs and other aquatic
critters along the easily walkable upper trails.

All New for 2011!!

Join us for
Dinner on the Deck at
Chaetura Canyon
Chimney Swift art by Georgean Kyle

Enjoy drinks and numerous delicious appetizers on the covered deck overlooking the canyon followed by other more filling entrees from
Georgean’s now famous culinary imagination. After dinner entertainment will include a brief video presentation about the canyon and its most
famous avian residents which often make an impressive appearance at sunset.
Admission is $50 per Travis Audubon member ($75 for non-members) with all proceeds going into the Chaetura Canyon maintenance fund.
This event is limited to 25 participants, so don’t wait too long! To secure your reservations, please contact:
Georgean and Paul Kyle, 14246 Hunters Pass, Austin, Texas 78734
10
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Questions? Email dwa@austin.rr.com
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Baker Sanctuary News

N

ow that I have been living at Baker for a full year, I have
had the opportunity to experience a full cycle of the seasons
as they are known in Central Texas. I grew up in western
Michigan, where the seasons are a bit more pronounced, with summer
temperatures soaring into the mid-80s, cool and crisp falls, snow
during the winters, and unpredictable springs that typically have a
mixture of sunshine and rain with the occasional hard freeze thrown in
to keep it interesting. By comparison, the seasons in Central Texas are
a bit more subtle but no less pronounced after one learns to spot the
hallmarks.
One of the hallmarks of a Central Texas spring and summer is
wildflowers, especially if we are fortunate enough to have adequate
rain, a phenomenon witnessed last year for certain. Not so much this
year. While the lack of rain has kept the wildflowers from exploding in
profusion, it has allowed the less conspicuous, more drought-tolerant
flowers to shine by comparison. Antelope-horns (Asclepias asperula)
were the first to appear, closely followed by Death Camas (Zigadenus
nuttallii), both seemingly oblivious to the
drought and adding some needed color to
the dry grassland around Baker Cabin. A
month or so later Queen’s Delight (Stillingia
texana) and Barbara’s Buttons (Marshallia
caespitosa) could be found growing in the
dry, sun-drenched slopes at the southern end
of the Baker Spring Loop. While all these
flowers must have been present last spring,
my eyes were drawn toward the more showy
blooms exhibiting their reds, blues, and
yellows and so I overlooked them, which is
a shame if only because I missed
Antelope Horn Death Camas
out on learning their rather odd
Photo credit: Christopher Murray
but enticing names. Not only did
I ponder the inspirational value of
buttons but I also got to witness a visitor from England doff his hat and
give a bow to a particularly showy clump of Queen’s Delight. Even
though I would prefer an average amount of rainfall, the drought was a
lens through which a hallmark of spring and summer could be viewed
in a different light, opening vistas to the floral landscape that could
otherwise be overlooked.
Meanwhile, the hot, dry, and windy weather continued unabated,
seemingly sapping the vitality of the forest with Ashe Junipers
browning, insects in short supply for our insectivores, and the few
remaining pools of water becoming stagnant and coated with a brown
crust of detritus. However, on May 12th, the storm clouds were
building and soon we were treated to a deluge that provided a much
needed inch of rain. The next day, beetles of various species abounded
and, in some places, a veritable carpet of Rain Lilies (Cooperia
species) were pushing through the soil to add another splash of color
and fragrance to the forest openings. While the drought may not be
over, the storm was a much needed respite that seemed to energize the
landscape and give hope for more rain to come.
Another hallmark of the season, come rain or shine, is the dedication
and support of our members who came out in April for the Baker
TRAVIS AUDUBON

Open House as well as the Brunch with the Birds events. Goldencheeked Warblers graciously allowed themselves to be viewed
on both occasions, an experience which is always guaranteed to
please both members and non-members alike. A new spring event,
the Baker Core Team Point Count, was conducted in mid-May by
six brave volunteers who fanned out over the entire sanctuary to
visually and aurally count birds at a total of 32 stations. Since all the
stations were located off-trail to some degree, participants had the
opportunity to experience new regions of the preserve, sometimes by
crawling through dense thickets of Ashe Juniper with eyes squeezed
tightly shut. With data from this annual survey as well as the eBird
trail surveys, a more accurate picture of Baker’s avifauna will be
developed over time and another piece of the puzzle of informed land
management at Baker will be in place.
				
Christopher Murray,
Baker Sanctuary Steward
512-219-8425 or christophermurra@hotmail.com

At the Baker Open House: These gals never go anywhere without their
binoculars. Photo credits: Nancy Manning

Great Horned Owl nestling
Photo credit: Christopher Murray
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TA Events - July 2011
Heads Up for Potential July Field Trip

The following is still in the works for a potential July 10th or 17th, San Antonio Zoo/Last Chance Forever Field
Trip led by Judith Bailey and Jeff Whitlock. Keep your eyes on Eblast and the TAS Field Trips webpage for further details.

Saturday, July 9 Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend
7:00 am and 4:00 pm Sponsored monthly by the Hornsby Bend Bird Conservatory. All levels of birders are welcome and no registration
is required. Contact Eric Carpenter at ecarpe@gmail.com for more information. Survey birds in the morning and/
or join the diehards in the afternoon to search for birds missed earlier.
Sunday, July 10

Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge, co-sponsored by TA and
Friends of Balcones Canyonlands NWR

We’re taking a break from our monthly Refuge field trips this month. But don’t despair! Doeskin Ranch, Shin
Oak Observation Deck, and Warbler Vista are all open to you. So feel free to explore the Refuge on your own this
month. We’ll be back with organized trips in August, and we have a fun filled rest of the year planned for you.
Saturday, July 16 Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend
7:30 am to noon Join Travis Audubon member Craig Rasmussen to explore Austin’s premier birding site. For more information go
to www.hornsbybend.org. All levels of birders are welcome and no registration is required.
Sunday, July 17 Bird Survey at Baker Sanctuary
6:30 am to noon The Conservation Committee, in collaboration with the Sanctuary Committee, holds regular bird surveys at Travis
Audubon’s Baker Sanctuary near Cedar Park. Join us for our third survey and enjoy a morning of birding while
performing an area count of all of the birds. Participants will split up into four groups to cover the entire sanctuary. All species and numbers of individuals will be counted. The results of the survey will be entered into Cornell
University’s eBird database so that the data will be available to all researchers and other interested individuals.
Specific details of the survey will be discussed on site. The species countdown will be held after the survey at the
Jackie Arnold Education Center. This is a great opportunity to get to know Baker Sanctuary and to contribute to
our knowledge about the sanctuary. Registration required by emailing Shelia Hargis at shelia.hargis@gmail.com.

STORY TIME

Please send in your stories and pictures from field trips and Travis Audubon events! We are
developing our new website and we would love to have a section devoted to member stories and
photos. Send your stories and pictures to Kathryn at kathryn@travisaudubon.org or you can post
them to our Facebook and Twitter pages. You can also send hard copies to Travis Audubon, 3710
Cedar St, Box 5, Austin, TX 78705.

Readers are encouraged to visit the Field Trips section at www.travisaudubon.org for complete trip details
and possible updates. Although emails to the registrar are preferred, those who do not have email access
can register for any field trip by phoning Jeff Patterson at 512-487-2755.

12
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TA Events - Aug 2011

Aug 11-14

Big Bend National Park Birding Adventure

Craig Rasmussen and Judith Bailey will lead this field trip for hardy hikers, early risers and avid birders! Main target
birds are Colima, Red-faced, Hermit, Townsend’s, and Painted Redstart Warblers. On the first morning the group will arrive at the trailhead at 6:00am to begin the 9-mile round trip hike to Boot Springs looking for the Colima Warbler. This
hike involves a 1600-foot elevation gain. On the second morning an early start will also be essential for the 4-mile round
trip hike to Pine Canyon. The trailhead for this hike is at the end of a 6.5-mile high clearance dirt road, and the start of
the dirt road is 13 miles from the Lodge. This hike has eastern exposure and early morning sun. Afternoons and evenings will be optional car birding to Cottonwood Campground, Sam Nail Ranch, Dugout Wells, Rio Grande Village and/
or Basin/Window trail. Sunday birding will be left open to look for other birds that have been reported in the park. It is
possible that Mexican rarities might be in the park due to fires south of the border.
Accommodations will be at the Chisos Mountain Lodge and the cost for three nights is $172.50 per person in double
room. Campsites are also available: www.nps.gov/bibe/planyourvisit/campgrounds.htm. The trip is limited to ten, including the two leaders. To register or for more information, contact Craig Rasmussen at crasmussen@austin.rr.com.

Saturday, Aug 13 Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend
7:00 am and 4:00 pm Sponsored monthly by the Hornsby Bend Bird Conservatory. All levels of birders are welcome and no registration is
required. Contact Eric Carpenter at ecarpe@gmail.com for more information. Survey birds in the morning and/or join
the diehards in the afternoon to search for birds missed earlier.
Saturday, Aug 13 McNeil Bridge Bat Emergence (Round Rock, TX)
7:00 pm to 8:30 pm Better than Congress Avenue? You be the judge. See guano on the ground, bats peeking out from the bridge, streams of
flying bats, and with luck, a raptor getting a snack. Full moon rises at 8:04pm. Sun sets at 8:15pm. Bring binoculars, a
chair, and water. Please park in the parking lot for the Army Reserve Center just south of our meeting point, which is in
front of the church at the southwest corner of I-35 and McNeil Road (CR 171). We will be close to the frontage road,
and at times, crossing the road. Also, if you see a bat on the ground, do not touch it. Questions? Contact Jeff Patterson at
512-487-2755 or jepbird@att.net. Field Trip led by George Kerr.
Sunday, Aug 14
8:30 am to 11:30 am

Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge - Plant Talk Instead of Walk,
co-sponsored by TA and Friends of Balcones Canyonlands NWR

Let’s face it—it’s too hot to get out much in August in Central Texas. The birds know that. The plants know that. So this
month the Refuge Walk will be held sitting down in a shady spot. Diane Sherrill, local native plant expert and native
plant landscape designer, will be available to answer questions about native plant identification, urban and suburban
landscaping, prairie restoration, invasive plant removal, wildscaping, wildlife tax valuation planning, and anything else
that comes up about plants. The talk is limited to 15 participants and reservations are required. If you’re interested,
reserve your spot online at www.friendsofbalcones.org. After you register, you will receive more details on the trip. For
further questions, contact Diane Sherrill at nativeearthscapes@gmail.com or 259-0270.
Saturday, Aug 20 Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend
7:30 am to noon Join TAS member Kirsti Harms to explore Austin’s premier birding site. For more information go to www.hornsbybend.
org. All levels of birders are welcome and no registration is required.
Tuesday, Aug 23 Two-hour Tuesday! at Hornsby Bend led by Ken Zaslow
7:30 am to 9:30 am Shed the late summer doldrums with a search for migrant shorebirds at the Hornsby Bend ponds. Take Hwy 71 east, turn
left at the first light past the airport (FM 973), continue north about one mile and take paved left into Hornsby Bend.
Turn right after the first gate into the parking lot at the Ecological Research Center. No registration required.
Sunday, Sept 11
7:30 am to 11:30 am
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Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge,
co-sponsored by TA and Friends of Balcones Canyonlands NWR

Participants will visit the Doeskin Ranch tract of the Refuge, which has a variety of habitats including grasslands, woodlands and riparian. We’ll be looking and listening for migrants, lingering summer residents and early sparrows, as well
as the usual suspects.
The trip is moderately strenuous and will include walking for approximately four hours on rocky, hill country terrain.
The trip is limited to 15 participants and reservations are required. If you’re interested, reserve your spot online at www.
friendsofbalcones.org. After you register, you will receive more details on the trip. For further questions, contact Deb
Wallace at apeld@austin.rr.com or 312-0797.
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Travis Audubon Classes
TA Hummingbird Identification Class 2011

Central Texans have a wealth of hummingbirds visiting
us each year. From our nesting Ruby-throated and Blackchinned Hummingbirds to the elusive visitors like Broadbilled Hummingbirds and Green-breasted Mango, Central
Texas hummingbirds can be a challenge to identify. This
class will introduce the fifteen hummingbird species that
have been seen in Central Texas. Mark Klym will discuss
their ranges, habitat, and frequency of occurrence, and will
emphasize those characteristics that can be used for effective
identification, and sounds that can be used for locating and
differentiating these birds. Each species will be examined in
detail, looking at key diagnostic features, and compared to
similar, often confusing species.
Mark Klym is Coordinator of the Texas Hummingbird
Roundup and Texas Wildscapes programs for Texas Parks and
Wildlife (TPWD). He is also co-author of Hummingbirds of
Texas (Texas A&M Press, 2005).
No prior birding experience is necessary. Participants will
receive a Hummingbird Roundup kit from TPWD as well as
other handouts. Two lecture sessions will be held on Tuesday
evenings August 2 and 9 at an east Austin location. Tuition
for the class is $40 for TAS members and $55 for nonmembers. For more information or to register for the class,
contact Jane Tillman after June 1 at mljt@mail.utexas.edu.

Introduction to Shorebird Identification
Class Cancelled
The popular Shorebird Identification Class will not be held this
summer due to scheduling conflicts. We hope to offer it again next
summer.

Upcoming Classes
Trees for Birders
A new class from Travis Audubon, Trees for Birders, will be
taught by Diane Sherrill with sessions held on two Saturday
mornings in September. It will be a hands-on class with classroom
time followed by walks through the trees. Look for more details in
the September/October Signal Smoke and on the Travis Audubon
website.

Grasses
The popular Travis Audubon Grasses class will be offered this
fall. Bill Reiner will again teach the grass identification class
at Peaceful Springs Nature Preserve. The dates of the class will
be October 8 and 15. Look for more details in the September/
October Signal Smoke and on the Travis Audubon website.

The optional field trip to Fort Davis that has been offered
with this class in the past will not be held this year because
of the wildfires in the spring. A trip will be available to class
participants at a future date.

Introduction to Birding Apps for Smartphones
Your phone has come a long way since all it could do was
make calls. Since the advent of smartphones, apps have
been developed for birding that put an entire library of field
guides, recordings, geographical information, and more right
in the palm of your hand. This workshop will focus on the
most popular apps for smartphones and will give participants
information on pricing, usability, portability and that allimportant fun-factor. The class will be held on Thursday
evening, July 28 from 6:00 – 8:30 at a central Austin
location.
The class will be taught by Laurie Foss who is the chair of the
Habitat Conservation Committee. Tuition will be $20 for TAS
members and $25 for non-members. Please contact Frances
Cerbins at taclasses@yahoo.com for more information or to
register. The first person to register wins a copy of Bird Tunes
for iPhone!
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In Memorium

J

ohn E. “Jack” Sunder was a lifetime member of Travis
Audubon. He died on April 3, 2011. We are grateful and
humbled by his bequest of $25,000 to Travis Audubon.
In this manner his passion for birding and belief in our
mission will live on. His beautiful obituary as it appeared in
the Statesman, is re-printed below, in its entirety.
“Jack Sunder was a good and decent man of the highest
moral and intellectual integrity.
Born in 1928 and raised in St. Louis, Missouri, he received
his B.A., M.A., and PhD. from Washington University, St.
Louis. After serving two years in the U.S. Army in Korea,
he came to the University of Texas in 1956 to succeed
Walter Prescott Webb in western history. Besides writing
three award-winning books on the Missouri River fur trade,
Jack authored a number of journal articles and close to
100 reviews of new books in western history. At U. T., he
designed a western history course that highlighted Arctic
and Canadian history well before they became popular and
taught the first American Indian history course offered by the
U.T. history department.
A conscientious and meticulous editor, he mentored and
guided the work of students at the University of Texas
for thirty-seven years. His teaching and students he took
seriously–the University, not so much. When asked by a
colleague in a chance hallway encounter what new things he
was working on, Jack replied, “My backyard.”

Jack took up birding as a hobby in the ‘60s and turned it
into a passion at which he excelled. He regularly birded
Central Texas, providing years of data to the Austin
checklist committee, Audubon Christmas counts, and
birding publications. He was a founding/original member
of the American Birding Association and a long time
participant in the Austin Christmas Count. He willingly
shared his knowledge with others and sought out birders
in his courses at the University of Texas. He birded
worldwide, including New Zealand, South America,
Iceland, and Finland, but valued local birding from Platt’s
Ponds and the Capitol grounds to Lake Buchanan and
High Island. Serious about birding, he never took himself
seriously. On one Austin Christmas count, he started the
day with “The first bird of the day is a dog.”
Jack was a member of a number of environmental
organizations, notably the Nature Conservancy, and in
2007 became a Life Member of the Sierra Club. He gave
several cats from the Austin Humane Society a loving,
safe home. For decades he swam close to one mile every
other day, most recently at the YWCA. After retiring he
immersed himself in genealogical research and traced his
ancestry back into the 1700s.
He will be sorely missed by friends, neighbors, and
colleagues. They don’t make them like that anymore.”

“Austin’s Nest Finder Since 1990”

Charles J Stephens, REALTOR®, GRI
3303 Northland Dr., Ste. 100
Austin, TX 78731

Direct: 512-287-9304
E-mail: Charles@CharlesJStephens.com
www.CharlesJStephens.com

Tell me you saw this ad in Signal Smoke
and I’ll donate 25% of the profits to Travis
Audubon.

TRAVIS AUDUBON
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Visit the Travis Audubon Web site:
www.travisaudubon.org

Travis

Audubon

oin your local Audubon chapter, Travis Audubon, by using the
Jconservation,
form at the right.Your dues will be put to use supporting local
education, research projects, field trips, and other
Travis Audubon activities right here in Central Texas. We seek
your support through your membership in our local chapter.

To become a member of National Audubon, please go to their
website at www.audubon.org. Don’t forget to include the
National Audubon Source Code of 79M7 and the Travis Audubon
Chapter code of W03, so Travis Audubon receives credit.

Join Travis Audubon now and support
local birds, wildlife, and their habitats.
Travis Audubon chapter members receive six issues of the Signal
Smoke newsletter, priority sign-ups on local field trips, discounts
on our educational classes, the opportunity to participate in our
e-mail group, attend our wonderful monthly lectures, access to
our three sanctuaries, and more!

To join Travis Audubon:

Make your check payable to Travis Audubon and send it with this
form to Travis Audubon, 3710 Cedar St., Box 5, Austin, TX 78705,
or join on-line using any major credit card by going to
www.travisaudubon.org and clicking on Membership.
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Travis Audubon
YES! I want to enjoy the benefits of Travis Audubon chapter
membership. Enroll me as a member of Travis Audubon.
Enclosed is my check for:
 $10

 $25
 $35
 $75
 $100
 $250
 $1,000

Youth Membership (up to age 18)
Individual Membership
Family Membership
Painted Bunting Membership (embroidered patch of
Painted Bunting)
Vireo Membership (Embroidered patch of Vireo)
Warbler Membership (Embroidered patch of Warbler,
one free class, VIP field trip)
Lifetime Membership (Special Lifetime Member
embroidered patch, T-shirt, Invitation to special events,
VIP field trip)

T-shirt size (for Lifetime memberships) ________________

 This is a gift membership from ________________________
Name___________________________Phone______________
Address___________________________________________
City_______________________ State_____ Zip_ __________
Email _____________________________________________
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