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TA Monthly Meetings
Thursday, Mar 17 7:00 pm

TA Conservation Jewels: Our Sanctuaries
 Speaker: Multiple speakers from our sanctuaries

Additional Topic: TA Annual Meeting

Thursday, Apr 21 7:00 pm
Chrsitmas Bird Counts Revealed: 

Austin and Beyond
Speaker: Shelia Hargis

Complete meeting details on Page 9

Westminster Presbyterian Church
3208 Exposition Blvd.  Austin, TX

Doors open at 6:30 pm for social time

Join us for Brunch with the 
Birds at Baker Sanctuary 

You are cordially invited to one of the most memorable mornings 
at Baker Sanctuary this Spring: Brunch with the Birds!

Date: Saturday, April 16, 2011

Time: 7 am to noon

Place: Baker Sanctuary

Join Victor Emanuel, 
founder of the acclaimed 
Victor Emanuel Nature Tours 
(VENT), retired University 
of Texas Botany professor 
Marshall Johnston and 
experienced VENT tour 
guide Barry Lyon as they 
lead participants through 
the pristine beauty of Baker 
Sanctuary. Information on the 
assemblage of habitats, which 
support Golden-cheeked Warblers and a diverse array of other wild 
life, will be featured.  

You will be serenaded by the morning songs of the birds and enjoy 
shade-grown coffee, muffins, and fresh fruit before the tour. At 
11:30 am, after working up an appetite, participants will feast on an 
exquisite gourmet brunch. 

The event is limited to 20 participants, so don’t wait too long! To 
register, contact Gail Buxton at info@travisaudubon.org or by calling 
(512) 300-2473.

Admission is $125 per person with all proceeds going into the Travis 
Audubon Baker Sanctuary fund. The fund is used for maintenance and 
ongoing conservation projects at Baker Sanctuary.

Travis Audubon Society is a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) organization

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR
We are excited to announce that Kathryn McAuley is 

our 2010 Volunteer of the Year. She started with Travis 
Audubon nearly a year ago as a PR/Media intern after seeing our 
listing online. She came to us from Chicago, where she attended 
the University of Chicago, earning a degree in psychology with 
minors in classical languages and philosophy. 

What is your volunteer/intern role?
I started as the PR/Media 
intern, and I’m now in 
the process of becoming 
the (currently unfunded) 
Communications Director.

What are your Hobbies?
Baking, volunteering, 
photography.

Why did you choose Travis 
Audubon?
I saw the listing online right 
after I moved to Austin from 
Chicago. I’ve always been 
interested in conservation 
issues, and I thought it looked 
like fun.

Nancy Manning, our Executive 
Director, says that Kathryn 
has become an invaluable asset to our organization. Kathryn 
has become responsible for managing all of our outreach efforts 
including the eBlast, website, media advisories, Facebook and 
Twitter pages. She comes into the office faithfully several times 
a week and is now embarking on developing a communications 
plan that will ensure that Travis Audubon’s programs are 
communicated consistently and effectively to our members 
and to the broader community. Such devotion, dedication, 
commitment and passion by a volunteer deserves recognition by 
our membership. Feel free to let her know that you appreciate 
what she does for Travis Audubon by contacting her at Kathryn@
travisaudubon.org.

Gail Buxton

Kathryn with her 
always-indoor cat, Callie
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Travis Audubon Committee Chairs

About Signal Smoke

Mission Statement
Travis Audubon promotes the enjoyment, understanding, 

and conservation of native birds and their habitats.

From the Travis Audubon President

 TAS Rare Bird Alert Vacant
 Habitat Conservation Laurie Foss 300-BIRD
 Education Byron Stone 970-5154
  Frances Cerbins 300-BIRD  
 Field Trips Jeff Patterson 487-2755
  Terry Banks 300-BIRD
  Hornsby Bend Julia Balinsky 300-BIRD
 Hospitality Susan Moak 925-4590
 Latin America Bob Warneke 300-BIRD
 Fundraising/Membership/Outreach Nancy Manning 300-BIRD 
 Programs Vacant 
 Property and Finance Vacant
 Publications Tess Sherman 300-BIRD
 Sanctuary Chairs Laura Zebehazy 300-BIRD
  Terri Siegenthaler 300-BIRD
 Youth Education Nancy Manning 300-BIRD 
 Urban Habitat  Jane Tillman 794-0058
 
   

Travis Audubon
3710 Cedar Street, Box 5

Austin, TX. 78705
Phone numbers listed below without 

an area code are local numbers in the 
512 area. 

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
2009-2010

President
 Valarie Bristol 300-BIRD
Vice President
 Vacant 300-BIRD
Acting Treasurer
 Kelly Logan 300-BIRD
Secretary
 Jorjanna Price 300-BIRD 
Directors
 Robin Doughty
 Sam Fason
 Ann Gardner
 Shelia Hargis
 Clif Ladd 
 Kelly Logan
 Barry Lyon
 Marsha May
 Jorjanna Price

Executive Director
 Nancy Manning 300-BIRD  

Office Administrator/Membership 
Director
 Gail Buxton 300-BIRD

Volunteer Coordinator 
 Megan Taylor 300-BIRD

BAKER SANCTUARY STEWARD
Christopher Murray 219-8425

CHAETURA CANYON SANCTAURY 
STEWARDS

    Georgean & Paul Kyle       266-3861

ACT REPRESENTATIVES
Tony Wood (interim state president)  
  210 408-1284
Bryan Hale (state treasurer) 474-5599

SIgNAl SMokE EDITOR
Tess Sherman 300-BIRD

TRAVIS AUDUBON TELEPHONE 

512-300-BIRD (2473)

www.travisaudubon.org

TRAVIS AUDUBON EMAIL
info@travisaudubon.org

Signal Smoke (ISSN 1931-9282)

Subscription Information
Signal Smoke (ISSN 1931-9282), was published 
11 times yearly through Volume 56, No.4, and 
beginning with Volume 56, No.5, is published 6 
times yearly. Subscription is a TA mem   ber ship 
bene fit. To join, use the form on the back page 
of this issue or go to www.travisaudubon.org 
for an online form. For address or subscription 
changes, please call 512.300.BIRD (2473) or e-
mail info@travisaudubon.org. The USPS does 
not forward Signal Smoke. Copyright © 2011. 
No part of this publication may be reproduced 
without permission in writing from Travis 
Audubon.

Newsletter Deadline
The submissions deadline is the first day of the 
month preceding the first month of publication 
(for example, June 1 for the July/August issue).
Sub mit uncopyright ed arti cles,  an nounce    ments, 
and art to Tess Sherman, tsherman1@austin.
rr.com; or mail to 210 E. Walnut Dr., Austin, 
TX 78753. Sub mis sions by e  mail or on a CD 
are pre ferred but not re quired. Call Tess at 300-
BIRD if you have questions.Signal Smoke is printed  

on recycled paper with soy ink.

A “wild goose chase” means a hopeless quest in common English 
usage. To Jean Martin and her intrepid waterfowl class, it had a 
more literal meaning and one with some hope.

Birders had reported Snow Geese, Ross’s Geese and Greater White-
fronted Geese gathering into evening flocks east of Temple in fields near 
Oeneville. After studying ducks and geese, we had to go see them. With 
Jean navigating the lead car we caravanned down rural roads, searching 
the fields and sky for the signs and sounds of geese.

Just as dusk was falling and it appeared to be a “wild goose chase,” 
Janice Snow cried out, “There they are!” Hundreds of geese were white 
against the black soil. Success was at hand, but even if we had not 
found the geese on our last class trip, we had learned a great deal about 
ducks, grebes, and geese. A great class ended but the friendships are just 
beginning.

Take a Travis Audubon class and enrich your life. I did.
Valarie Bristol



On January 19th, 75 folks came out to Blair 
Woods for our volunteer day, including 
59 first-time volunteers. In four hours, 

they removed over 77 cubic yards of non-native 
plants and planted 17 native plants. We had nearly 
60 volunteers from College Forward, a local 
organization providing college access services to 
motivated, economically disadvantaged high school 
students. In addition to the wonderful work they 
did clearing away non-native plants, the College 
Forward volunteers participated in educational 
activities, answering questions about native and 
non-native plants for great Travis Audubon prizes. 
The group leaders repeatedly said that, although the 
College Forward kids volunteer regularly all over 
Austin, this was by far their favorite volunteer event.

Our next volunteer day will be on February 19th. 
For more information contact Megan at volunteer@
travisaudubon.org or by calling (512) 300-2473.

Nancy Manning
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College Forward students learn about invasive species

Norman Elementary students pitch in!
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NATURALIST’S  
CALENDAR

by Bill Reiner

photo by Robert Baumgardner 

The warmer weather of March and April brings a riot of 
colorful flowers and bright green leaves to the Central Texas 
landscape. Spring is evident in prairie and forest, from marshy 

riversides to the driest ridgetops, from exposed rock faces to deeply 
shaded canyons.  

In the last of these environments there is a particular urgency 
for plants of the forest floor and understory. As the leaves of the 
deciduous trees above them expand, sunlight will soon become 
very limited. So, many forest plants take advantage of the extra 
photosynthetic energy of early spring with a surge of growth and 
blooms.

Perhaps the best example is that of the Red Buckeye (Aesculus pavia 
var. pavia), whose tubular, scarlet flowers are such an important food 
source for returning Black-chinned Hummingbirds in March. The 
buds of this eager understory tree often break open in February, when 
they are not infrequently nipped by late frosts. By March, its broad, 
palmately-compound leaves (all leaflets radiating from one point, 

like fingers around the palm of a hand) are soaking up the sun. The 
flowers soon follow. But, by June, you may be surprised to see many 
of the buckeye’s leaves turning yellow and tan. The tree is perfectly 
healthy, but since little light filters through the canopy above, it can 
conserve resources by dropping unnecessary foliage.

Many herbaceous plants also quickly grow and flower: crimson 
Cedar Sage and brilliant Golden Groundsel, delicate Missouri Violet 
and Columbine, purple Giant Spiderwort, and cheery pink Annual 
Pennyroyal. Many of these have wide ranges. Others – and these 
are particularly interesting to ecologists – are endemic to Texas, 
meaning that they grow nowhere else in the world. For most of these 
woodland plants, Central Texas is the heart of their range. Some are 
restricted to only a few counties at the edge of the Edwards Plateau.

Ecologists use the term “endemic” to refer to a species of plant, 
animal, fungus, etc., that is limited in its range. Properly, it is always 
used in connection with a geographic area, as in “endemic to the 
Chisos Mountains.” One could stretch the definition to say humans 
are endemic to the planet Earth (as far as we know), but the term is 
used more narrowly. Carolina Chickadees, for instance, are endemic 
to the United States; they do not range beyond our nation’s borders. 
Golden-cheeked Warblers are endemic to Texas as breeding birds; 
they breed only within Texas, but migrate to Mexico and Central 
America for the winter. Some birds of the neo-tropics are endemic to 
a single mountain range or isolated peak.

Endemic species develop as a result of evolution acting on an isolated 
population – an island population, so to speak. A group of individuals 
becomes separated from the larger population of the species in such 
a way that they can no longer interbreed with them. Over very long 
periods of time, natural selection will cause the two groups to diverge 
as they adapt to their specific habitat needs. If the barrier between 
them disappears before they change too much, the two populations 
will begin interbreeding again, and the species will remain one. 
However, if only one critical behavior or physical feature changes, 
they will be unable to interbreed even if the barrier disappears. We 
then have two species instead of one.

Endemic species also appear when one species colonizes an isolated 
patch of habitat that none of its competitors can reach. Individuals of 
that species will eventually specialize in different ways of obtaining 
food or other behaviors. On the Galápagos, a single species of finch 
radiated into multiple species, as Darwin discovered. A similar 
process happened with the honeycreepers on Hawaii. These two 
island archipelagos have extremely high proportions of endemic plant 
and animal species.

continued on next page

Photo courtesy of Jim and Lynne Weber

Red Buckeye in early March. Photo credit: Bill Reiner

Above left: False Dayflower. Photo credit: Mark Sanders
Above right: Two-flower Anemone. Photo credit: Bill Reiner  
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Such high rates of endemism are rare on the continents. However, 
similar forces are at work wherever barriers divide a species’ habitat. 
West Texas has a high proportion of endemic species. Many of these 
species inhabit woodlands and grasslands in mountain ranges that 
are separated from each other by inhospitable desert. The Edwards 
Plateau, too, has a fairly high proportion of species endemic to Texas, 
compared to other areas of the state, with one estimate of about 60 
endemic and more than a dozen near-endemic plants.

In the next couple of months, you can find several plant species 
that are endemic to Texas blooming in the wooded canyons of 
the Balcones Escarpment. One that is usually easy to find is False 
Dayflower (Tinantia anomala). Similar to the related spiderworts and 
dayflowers, the arrangement of pistils and stamens is strikingly face-
like in front of the two big, triangular, purple-blue petals. The delicate 
blooms of Two-flower Anemone (Anemone edwardsiana) are almost 
identical to the more widespread Windflower (also known as Ten-
petal Anemone), except that the petals are almost always white, and at 
least two flower stalks grow on each plant – compared to only one for 
Windflower. The two species rarely grow together, since Windflower 
is best suited for sunny sites and Two-flower Anemone is restricted 
to shady canyons. Another woodland endemic is Roemer’s Spurge 
(Euphorbia roemeriana), whose tiny, curiously shaped yellow-green 
flowers sit in a cup formed by the upper leaves of the plant. All three 
of these plants can be found, among other places, in the upper reaches 
of the Barton Creek Greenbelt.

There are also endemic woody plants blooming now. Look for 
the bell-like white flowers of Sycamore-leaved Snowbell (Styrax 
platanifolia) dangling beneath the leaves of this small tree that grows 
in moist canyons, often on rock ledges overhanging streams. Even 
rarer is Canyon Mock-Orange (Philadelphus ernestii). This twiggy 
shrub almost always grows from the crevices of honeycombed 
limestone rocks, especially at the rims of wooded canyons. Its 
entire natural known range is contained within a mere five counties 

(including Travis and Hays) at the eastern edge of the Edwards 
Plateau. In April, the many branches can be crowded with fragrant, 
inch-wide, cross-shaped white flowers.

At least two endemic plant species are easy to find blooming during 
March and April in the Baker Sanctuary. Abundant in the canyon 
bottoms is Heller’s Marbleseed (Onosmodium helleri). Growing two 

feet tall, the stems 
sport broad leaves that 
are both shiny and 
fuzzy with long hairs. 
The creamy-white, 
tubular flowers with 
protruding pistils are 
clustered in sprays that 
curl like a scorpion’s 
tail. The name comes 
from the pinhead-sized 
seeds, which are the 
color of pure white 
marble. The species is 
known to exist in only 
about eight counties in 
central Texas. Higher 
on the slopes, often 

under junipers, you can find the short trailing vines and heart-shaped 
leaves of Plateau Milkvine (Matelea edwardsensis). If you do, be sure 
to admire the fine patterning on the petals of the yellow-green bell-
shaped flowers.

The existence of these species is evidence that the woodlands of 
the Balcones Escarpment have been isolated from other woodlands, 
leading to the evolution of the species. It also suggests these 
woodlands have been stable for a very long time. Endemic species 
having small ranges are especially vulnerable to extinction from 
rapid changes to their habitat. Fortunately, by protecting the habitat 
of Golden-cheeked Warblers, we are also protecting the entire 
community of plants and animals in which they live.

However, even when the land is set aside, threats persist. For 
instance, Bracted Twistflower (Streptanthus bracteatus), another rare 
endemic plant, which blooms late in April, is seriously threatened by 
browsing from an overpopulation of deer in its central Texas range. 
So vigilance is essential, even in sanctuaries.

References for this article included The Diversity of Life, by E. O. 
Wilson, and Rare Plants of Texas, by Jackie M. Poole, William R. 
Carr, Dana M. Price, and Jason R. Singhurst. For a checklist of 
endemic plants of Texas, see: www.botany.csdl.tamu.edu/FLORA/
endemics/endemic1.htm. 

continued on next page

Canyon Mock-Orange. Photo courtesy City of Austin archive

     Heller’s Marbleseed. Photo credit: Bill Reiner



Nestled in the shade 
of towering loblolly 
pines, oaks, and 

cherry laurels within 
the Lost Pines region of 
Bastrop County, the newly 
constructed Wild Wood 
Cabin combines “down 
home” comfort with deep 
woods charm. Outside, the 
visitor is treated to an aesthetically pleasing cabin set within acres of 
natural, un-manicured woods and a creek bottom in back; thus the name, 
Wild Wood. Inside, guests are sure to enjoy the cabin’s custom touches, 
tastefully designed and artfully decorated from front to back. 

It’s That Time of Year Again – Bird-a-thon 2011

It’s 5:40 a.m. on May 1, 2010 and my Bird-a-thon team (Ed 
Fair, Laurie Foss and Jeff Mundy) and I are standing on 
the road into Commons Ford Park 

intently listening for birds. Numerous 
Chuck-will-widows vocalize around 
us. Ed calls out Common Poorwill and 
Laurie nods her head. I don’t hear it. 
I listen more intently. Still nothing. I 
start to feel a little desperate. Finally 
I hear a very faint Common Poorwill 
vocalization in the distance, and 
immediately, everything is alright 
again. So begins our 2010 Travis 
County Big Day Bird-a-thon!

One hundred and forty-seven species 
later, my team and I are still having 
a blast. It’s 10:00 p.m. and we’re 
standing at a retention pond near 
Palmer Event Center in downtown 
Austin. We’ve decided that this is our 
last stop. We really need one or two 
more birds to tie or better yet, beat 
last year’s record of 148 species. Ed 
plays a Virginia Rail vocalization on 
his iPod. No response. He plays a Sora 
vocalization, and a split second later, a Sora vocalizes from the 
nearby reeds. Looks of surprise quickly turn into big smiles. 
We all burst out laughing and the high fives begin. What a 
perfect way to end our Bird-a-thon. We end with 148 species 
and raise over $6,000 for Travis Audubon. From our efforts, 
three people join Travis Audubon as lifetime members. 

The opportunities of Bird-a-thon are many. For me, they are: 
to raise more money for Travis Audubon than I can personally 
give; to share my passion for birds and conservation with 
friends, family and co-workers; to test my team’s knowledge 
of birds in Travis County; to test our birding skills in a unique 
way; and to challenge ourselves each year to raise more money, 
see more birds, and have more fun. 

Those opportunities are available to everyone who participates 
in Bird-a-thon. I personally invite you to take advantage of 
them by participating this year! Bird-a-thon is scheduled for 
May 7 – May 15. You can hold yours anytime during that 
timeframe. You can also structure your Bird-a-thon any way 
you want. You can do a Big Day in Travis County – I’d love 
the competition! Or you can sit on your back porch and enjoy 
the birds coming to your feeders. However you decide to 
structure your Bird-a-thon, the main goals are to gather pledges 
of support and have fun!

Last year, Travis Audubon raised $17,890+ during Bird-a-thon. 

6     S I G N A L  S M O K E  / Mar/Apr 2011 T R A V I S  A U D U B O N

Bird-a-thon 2011
A total of ten teams and 81 team members participated. Of course, we 
want to blow those numbers out of the water this year. Our fundraising 
goal this year is $40,000. The only way we can meet that goal is for 

more birders to participate. So, how about it? 
Will you get your favorite birding buddies 
together and go birding for Travis Audubon? 
You’ll have a blast and make a significant 
contribution to Travis Audubon and the 
conservation of birds in Central Texas.

More Bird-a-thon details including prize 
information, helpful hints and required forms 
are available on our website. If you have 
any questions, feel free to call Gail at the 
Travis Audubon Office, 300-BIRD, or email 
her at membership@travisaudubon.org. If 
you need a little extra encouragement, just 
let me know. I’ll be happy to talk with you 
about how to get started or how to take your 
existing team to the next level. Laurie Foss 
and I are also available to mentor your team, 
so there really isn’t any reason for you not to 
participate! Email me at shelia.hargis@gmail.
com or call me at 294-0272. Thank you!

Shelia Hargis

SNEAK PEAK
Join the fun and competition by forming a Team for our upcoming 
Bird-a-thon. Here is a sneak peak of what you can win:

A stay at Wildwood Cabins

A Fennessey Ranch Migration Tour

For more information about how you can win these and other Bird-a-
thon prizes, go to: www.travisaudubon.org/birdathon2011.html

Left to right, Laurie Foss & Shelia Hargis
Photo credit: Larry Wilson



FENNESSEY RANCH MIGRATION TOUR

FENNESSEY RANCH LOCATED IN REFUGIO COUNTY, 
GUIDED MIGRATION TOURS. THESE TOURS ARE TIMED 
FOR EITHER THE SPRING MIGRATION OR THE FALL 
HUMMINGBIRD AND HAWK MIGRATIONS.

The seclusion of the Fennessey Ranch with over 1,100 acres 
of wetlands, nine miles of Mission River frontage and varied 
habitat make this a rare treat for bird watchers and nature lovers 
alike.

Over 95 species have been counted on a given day during 
the spring trips.Thousands of Broad-wing, Mississippi Kites, 
Merlins, White-tailed, Red-shouldered and Harriers to name 
a few have been sighted on fall trips. The American swallow- 
tail kite makes an appearance if we are lucky! Hummingbirds 
feeding on Turkscap growing wild on the banks of the Mission 
River are a special treat.

The trip includes a lunch on the Mission River and is guided by 
an experienced birder and naturalist as well as Fennessey ranch 
guides. A full day in the field makes this a true adventure.

Away from the cabin, Bastrop State Park and other stretches of Alum 
Creek lie only a quarter-mile away, where visitors may experience 

some of the best birding in 
the central Texas area. A 
diversity of ecosystems that 
includes piney and deciduous 
woods, shaded waterways, 
and grassy pastures provides 
habitat for a variety of 
species not found around 
Austin. Among the exciting 
possibilities of a spring-time 
stay are encounters with 
Pileated Woodpecker, Yellow-
throated Vireo, Hooded 

and Pine warblers, Northern 
Parula, Louisiana Waterthrush, and many others which are noted in a 
custom checklist created by Victor Emmanuel that is provided to guests 
upon request. Guests will also enjoy three major golf courses, fishing, 
kayaking, and bike routes just a stone’s throw away from the cabin.

Though only 45 minutes 
from Austin, a stay at 
this property provides a 
restorative retreat from our 
lives in the bustling city. 
Whether your pleasure is a 
walk in the woods, sipping 
a glass of vino on the back 
deck, curling up with a 
good book, or waking up to 
the serenade of cardinals, 
wrens, cuckoos, and jays, 
Wild Wood Cabin really is 
heaven in the woods! 

FEATURES INCLUDE
• Sleeping accommodations for a limit of 4, comprised of a queen bed   
 and generously comfortable sofa which converts to a  queen   
 sleeper with spring  mattress
• A kitchen equipped with coffees and teas, a coffee maker, microwave   
 and small refrigerator, breakfast bar and countertops of granite
• Continental breakfast furnished in the cabin the night before, so as not  
 to be intrusive
• Bath that hosts a 3’x 7’ walk about tiled shower, lined with cedar on   
 the outside
• Central air and heating
• 19” TV with DVD, CD player (TV reception limited due to the trees)

Wild Wood Cabin
415 Alum Creek Road
Smithville, Texas 78957
713-249-6006 • www.wildwoodtx.com
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Bird-a-thon 2011
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Our Donors

Business Members
Travis Audubon is delighted to 

recognize its Business Members:

Powell, Ebert & Smolik, PC
Charles J Stephens, Prudential Texas Realty

To learn about the benefits of supporting Travis Audubon as a Business 
Member, please go to www.travisaudubon.org and click on Business 

Member, or contact Travis Audubon at 512.300.BIRD (2473).

Many thanks!A special thank you to all who 
responded to our Annual Appeal 
this year; so far we have raised 
$8,060! We extend our deepest 
gratitude to all our Donors – your 
support is critical to the ongoing 
conservation and education efforts 
of Travis Audubon.

Annual Appeal
Anonymous
Barbara Anderson
Robert & Margaret Ayres
Robert Baumgardner
Valarie Bristol
Kerry Bruns
Gail Buxton & Tom Loomis
Sue Chapman
Fred Dalbey
John & Sherry Devries
Anne & John Donovan
Robert & Patti Fowler
Michael Gibson & Holly Whitten
Beth Gross & David Wolfe
Chris & Alice Gunter
Bryan Hale
John and Dorothy Hendrick
Dudley & Mari Houghton
Donna Knapp
Ethel Kutac
Diane Laue
Bert & Louise Marcom
Chris Marcum
Julia Marsden & Family
Ron & Susan Martin
Jerry & Marie Mayfield
George and Mary McDonald

Debra Packard
Mary Thorpe Parker
Anna Faye Peterson
Jorjanna Price
Joanne Ravel
Martha Renfroe
Amy Rice
Andrew Sansome
Helen Short
Vince Shouba
Steve Sigman & Martita Lopez
Ruby Summers, Laura & 
Robert Mackey
John Sunder
Lorna & Bob Terhune
Daphne & Ben Vaughan III
Marvin Veselka
Julia Youngblood

Annual Appeal
Memorial Donations
Robin Doughty – in memory 
of Ed Kutac
Neil & Teresa Ferguson – in 
memory of Jo Ann Ferguson
Betty Hendrix – in memory of 
Marjorie Adams
Wayne & Rachel Lindsay – in 
memory of Bert W. Lindsay

Annual Appeal Tribute 
Donation 
Larry & Jane Wilson – in 
honor of Shelia Hargis

Lifetime 
Joseph Orr

Warbler
Bill & Ann Edwards

Vireo
Judith Bailey
Deborah Blackburn
Pam & Gary Gerritsen
Jill Hinckley
Barbara Kyse
Julia Marsden & Family
Nancy Marrett
Ron & Susan Martin
Guy & Eileen Thompson
Nancy Webber

Painted Bunting
Maria Person
Jorjanna Price
Michael & Virgina Smith
Lela Jane Tinstman
Jim Walker & Family
Shannon Wood
Macy Woodside

Unrestricted
Julia & Andrew Balinsky
Claire Breihan
Guy Eroncig
Byron Stone
Ray Toburen
Jon Weizenbaum

Chaetura Canyon
Jane Anderson
Sam Burnes
Don & Ann Connell
Peterson Charitable Lead Trust

Steve Janda
Nancy Johnson

Memorial Gift in honor of 
Marjorie Adams
Lew & Louis Adams
William Benham
Gloria & Bill Bennett
Dale & Pat Bulla
George Cofer
Hester Currens
Shudde Fath
Michael Gagarin & Donna Carter
Trent Miller & Meta Hunt
Barbara Tuttle & Sterling Heraty
Barbara White

Memorial Gift in honor of Lois 
Myers for Youth Education 
Programs
Seth & Lily Kaplan
Sally Long

Memorial Gift in honor of Jean 
Morris
Chula Sims

Memorial Gift in honor of 
Marvin Moring
Lou & Louise Adams

Matching Gifts
Dell Direct Giving Campaign
National Instruments

Corporate Support
Safeway

Special thanks to Austin Wood Recycling of Cedar Park 
for donating 8 cubic yards of Texas Native Hardwood 

Mulch (valued at $250) to Baker Sanctuary.
 

512-259-7430     www.austinwoodrecycling.com

Travis Audubon extends its sympathy and gratitude 
to the family of Lois Myers. Lois was a long-time 

member of Travis Audubon and, sadly, passed away at 
the age of 58 after fighting brain cancer for 14 years. 
She named Travis Audubon as a recipient of memorial 
donations for our youth education. We have been 
humbled by the many generous donations we have 
received, commemorating Lois’s commitment to youth 
environmental education.

Lily Myers Kaplan, Lois’s sister, writes: “Since Lois 
was very involved in the Austin Audubon Society 
when she was healthy and strong, perhaps you know 
her passion for environmental education. She was an 
active environmentalist and educated all those in her 
sphere about bird species in particular, but about all 
things natural, as well. Native plants filled her yard and trips to Big 
Bend National Park for annual bird counts was something Lois made a 
priority, even when the cancer threatened to limit her activities. 

 […] we are grateful that you will continue your good work in Austin… 
educating our youth, as Lois did, so that they, too, love and care about 
the natural world.”
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Monthly Meeting Information
Travis Audubon Regular Monthly Meeting - 7:00 pm 

(doors open at 6:30 pm for social time, 7:00 pm for announcements, speaker at 7:15 pm)
NOTE: New permanent location for general membership meetings - Westminster Presbyterian Church at 

3208 Exposition Blvd. Austin TX 78703 512-459-5497
Directions: From Mopac, take the 35th street exit and go west on 35th to Exposition Blvd. Turn left on Exposition and go approximately two 
blocks to Carlton Lane. The church sits on the corner of Carlton and Exposition. Drive down Carlton past the church to the parking lot on 
your left. The Fellowship Hall is the large building just east of the parking lot. The building is identified with the words “Fellowship Hall” 
on the outside of the building. Refreshments provided. No monthly meetings during June, July, August, or December.

March 17 2011 
Travis Audubon Society’s Conservation Jewels:
Baker, Blair Woods & Chaetura Canyon
Long before the Golden-cheeked Warbler was listed as 
endangered in 1990, members of the Travis Audubon Society 
recognized the importance of investing in Central Texas’s 
conservation future when they began purchasing portions 
of the Baker Sanctuary in 1966. Currently, Travis Audubon 
protects approximately 715 acres of habitat in Travis County 
at Baker, Blair Woods, and Chaetura Canyon Sanctuaries. 
Come learn about the history of each sanctuary, past and 
current conservation programs and activities, and the volunteer 
opportunities available from the dedicated land stewards for 
each of these special places.  

Chris Murray (Baker Sanctuary Steward), Terri Siegenthaler 
(Blair Woods Restoration Team Leader), and Paul and Georgean 
Kyle (Chaetura Canyon Stewards) will be sharing the limelight 
as they present each sanctuary’s unique story.

2011 Annual Meeting
Please join us for our annual business meeting on March 17, 
2011. We’ll be reporting on our successes from the prior year as 
well as talking about where we’re going in 2011. Also, current 
TA members will vote on a slate of candidates for the Board of 
Directors. The new term will begin on April 14, 2011. 

The following Travis Audubon members make up the slate of 
nominees: Cullen Hanks, Caroline Jones, Mary Kelly, and Jo 
Wilson.

More information about the candidates is available on our 
website. Make sure your membership is current so that you 
can vote in this election and have a voice in the governance of 
Travis Audubon.

Many thanks!

2010 was the 42nd anniversary of the Austin Christmas 
Bird Count. The Austin CBC is part of a much bigger CBC 
effort that has been going on for 111 years. Audubon’s 
Christmas Bird Count is the longest running database on 
bird populations in the world and provides critical data to 
researchers studying bird populations. Join Shelia Hargis, 
one of the Austin CBC compilers, as she explains the 
overall CBC program and how the CBC data helps define 
conservation policy. Shelia will also explore what the data 
from the Austin count tells us about birds in the Austin 
area and how the Austin count compares with other CBCs. 
Come ready to learn something new about your favorite 
birds!

Shelia Hargis has been birding for 14 years and loves 
birds! She spends most of her free time birding or 
thinking about birds and enjoys sharing her love of birds 
with others. Shelia has given presentations and classes 
on numerous bird topics including bird identification, 
bird migration, birding by ear, and wildscaping your 
yard. Shelia regularly leads field trips and is currently on 
the Travis Audubon Board of Directors and the Travis 
Audubon Conservation Committee. She is also a past 
President of Travis Audubon. During her non-birding time, 
Shelia works as a crime analyst and supervisor for Austin 
Police Department.

April 21, 2011 
Christmas Bird Counts Revealed: 
Austin and Beyond
Guest Speaker: Shelia Hargis

WHY YOUTH EDUCATION MATTERS
We recently received this wonderful Facebook post from Jaci Kroupa about her son Jesse:

“I am forever grateful to TAS for helping me raise my son...he became a bird watcher at age 6 along with me. He 
attended his first TAS Young Birder Camp at age 9 and as a result became a “birder” leaving me behind! TAS has 
supported and encouraged and built confidence in this soon-to-be-20 year old kid that I could never have done on 
my own. One of his life goals is to bird Attu (and I have NO doubt that he will)…thanks TAS!”



Notes from Chaetura Canyon

Wintering warblers are typically very limited 
at Chaetura Canyon. However, 2011 will go 
down in our records as the “three-warble- 

winter.” Orange-crowned Warblers tend to be our most 
common with Myrtle Warblers being regular but in 
smaller numbers. This year they were joined by a Pine 
Warbler. This more eastern species was first recorded 
on the sanctuary in 2009 when a single individual was 
spotted briefly (and photographed) for a couple of days. 
This year’s PIWA was a daily visitor beginning in late 
December and was still regular through January.

A new protocol of conducting “point counts”was 
initiated at Chaetura Canyon on January 1 to provide a 
monthly structured “snapshot” of avian activity on the 
property. A point count involves recording birds seen 
or heard from each specific point during a limited time 
period beginning at sunrise. An imaginary circle of 25 
meters (82 feet) from the point is determined and all 
birds seen or heard within the circle or that fly over the 
circle within ten minutes are tallied. Five areas of varying 
diversity of habitat or elevation were selected to conduct 
systematic point counts. For continuity we used the 
same locations that were utilized in the 1980’s when we 
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were involved with the MAPS program (Monitoring 
Avian Productivity and Survivability). Point counts 
are traditionally utilized during the breeding season. 
However, we feel that conducting these counts 
throughout the year will provide interesting insight 
over time. 

These counts are scheduled for the first Saturday of 
each month. The January tally totaled 96 individuals of 
19 species and the February tally totaled 70 individuals 
of 16 species. The detailed results of the point counts 
will be included in future editions of the Chaetura 
Canyon Annual Report. Our Annual Reports are 
available online under the “Sanctuaries” link on the TA 
web site (www.travisaudubon.org).

When you visit the TA web site be sure to take a look 
at the full schedule of workshops, dinners and other 
great events at Chaetura Canyon this year.

Georgean and Paul Kyle, 
Chaetura Canyon Sanctuary Stewards

Myrtle Warbler Pine WarblerOrange-crowned Warbler

Photo credits: Georgean Kyle
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Baker Sanctuary News
The cooler weather at Baker Sanctuary has produced small, 

enchanting wonders composed of ice. At the Jackie Arnold 
Center as well as along the steward’s trail, colonies of 

Frostweed (Verbesina virginica) proliferate in the shade. Blooming 
from August through November, the towering Frostweed has an 
arresting, white inflorescence that can span a full six inches in 
some plants. While the 
flower heads are striking 
in their own right, 
during the winter a hard 
freeze will cause the dry, 
brittle stems to exude 
water which freezes into 
delicate ice blossoms. 
These ice formations 
have many names, 
such as ice flowers, ice 
leaves, frost beards, or 
rabbit butter, and melt 
rapidly when exposed to 
direct sunlight. For those 
who are early risers, 
Frostweed can offer an 
ephemeral treat many 
will never know.

It is an exciting time to be part of Baker Sanctuary as Travis 
Audubon implements plans for youth education and habitat 
management. On March 12th, Baker will host its first Youth 
Nature Camp at the JAEC. Open to 4th grade students, the one-
day camp will concentrate on birding, migration, and native 
habitats. In addition to the camp, the science curriculum team for 
Leander School District has expressed an interest in developing 

a partnership with 
the sanctuary. It is 
our hope that Baker 
can become an 
outdoor classroom 
to help inspire the 
next generation 
of naturalists, 
conservationists, and 
scientists.  

The spring will 
also see a flurry 
of activity aimed 
toward gathering 
much needed baseline 
data that will be 
used to guide future 
land management 
decisions. Currently, 
two monitoring 
programs are being 
developed: sanctuary-

wide point counts for all avian species and the establishment of 
permanent, long-term vegetation plots. We anticipate that both 
will offer data and insights into species diversity and abundance, 
population trends, and formalize systematic visits to the more 
remote corners of the sanctuary. Help will be needed to achieve our 
goals, so if you are interested in plant or bird surveys, contact me 

(christophermurra@hotmail.com or 512-
219-8425) or keep an eye out for upcoming 
announcements in the weekly eBlasts. 

The early detection of invasive species 
is critical to their management. Baker 
Sanctuary, like virtually all wildlife 
preserves, will be constantly dealing 
with invasives that are already present 
as well as taking measures to prevent 
the establishment of others. Since the 
Ailanthus grove was discovered near 
Harris Creek, 269 trees, mostly small to 
mid-sized individuals, have been removed, 
roughly 75% of the population. The area 
will be monitored for many years to come 
due to the species’ propensity to re-sprout 
from root fragments as well as the need to 
exhaust their extensive seed bank. 

Not all invasives are plants; occasionally signs of feral hogs (rooting 
and tree scrapings) are discovered, usually associated with creek beds 

but in upland areas as well. In addition to disturbing the landscape, 
feral hogs (Sus scrofa) can be a danger to hikers and care should 
always be taken when hiking – never approach hogs or their piglets!  
You can help with hog management by reporting any sign of their 
activity while hiking and by avoiding hog traps if you run across 
one near a trail. Only through the efforts of dedicated volunteers will 
Baker continue to be a quality sanctuary for wildlife. Now is the time 
to get involved!
     Christopher Murray,

Baker Sanctuary Steward
  

Hog Trap at Baker Sanctuary. Photo credits: Christopher Murray

Sunrise at Baker Sanctuary. 



Super Tuesday! at Bauerle Ranch Park (formerly Slaughter Creek Greenbelt)
Led by Ken Zaslow. This will be a follow-up to the January 30th bird survey which we did in this beautiful, relatively new and unde-
veloped 306-acre park in southeast Austin. We will bird a different section of the park along the Bauerle Creek. Time permitting, we 
may go back to recheck areas visited on our previous bird survey. Limited to 10 participants and registration is required. Contact Ken 
Zaslow at khz@att.net to register.

Beginner’s Bird Walk at Longhorn Shores/Roy Guerrero Park
George Kerr will lead the Beginners walk this month at Longhorn Shores and Roy Guerrero Park. Park at Longhorn Shores, just op-
posite Kreig Field, 200 S. Pleasant Valley, north of the intersection of Riverside and Pleasant Valley Road. No registration required.

Two-hour Tuesday! at St. Edward’s Greenbelt  
Led by Stan VanStandt. Bird in this 80-acre park located at 7301 Spicewood Springs Rd on Bull Creek in northwest Austin. Sightings 
of recently arrived Golden-cheeked Warblers are possible. Take Spicewood Springs Road about 2.3 miles from Loop 360 or 3.0 miles 
from Hwy 183. Meet in main parking lot. No registration required.

Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend 
Sponsored monthly by the Hornsby Bend Bird Conservatory. All levels of birders are welcome and no registration is required. 
Contact Eric Carpenter at ecarpe@gmail.com for more information.

Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge
Co-sponsored by TA and Friends of Balcones Canyonlands NWR. This trip will focus on finding lingering winter residents and early 
migrants at the refuge. The trip is moderately strenuous and will include walking for approximately four hours on uneven terrain. The 
trip is limited to 15 participants and reservations are required. If you’re interested, reserve your spot online at www.friendsofbalcones.
org. After you register, you will receive more details on the trip. For further questions, contact Laurie at lauriefoss@flywayadventures.
com or 751-3677.

Two-hour Tuesday! at Northeast Metropolitan Park
Led by Dan Callaway. This 350-acre County Park is located at 2703 Pecan St. in Pflugerville. Go north on 130 from Austin, left on Pe-
can St. and immediate left into the park. Park near the main pavilion and rest rooms after turning right at the circle. From Pflugerville, 
go east on Pecan St, and right into the park just prior to 130. No registration required.

Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend
Join field trip leaders Ken Zaslow and Ingrid Huskey at Austin’s premier birding site.  For more information go to www.hornsbybend.
org. No registration required.

Mitchell Lake and Tour of Last Chance Forever Facility in San Antonio 
Join Judith Bailey and our local guide Georgina Schwartz on a tour of the Mitchell Lake Audubon facility in the morning. After lunch 
the group will proceed to the raptor care and recovery facility Last Chance Forever for a tour of their facilities. The group will meet at 
7:00 am at a convenient south Austin location for car pooling to San Antonio. Contact Judith Bailey via e-mail at judithbb@austin.
rr.com to register for this field trip which is limited to 12 participants. Meet up location will be provided to registrants. Expect to be 
back in Austin by late afternoon. (NOTE: at the time of press the visit to Last Chance Forever is tentative. Please contact Judith Bailey 
as to the details of this field trip).

Super Tuesday! at Hornsby Bend
Led by Ken Zaslow. It is early Spring and during this extended Tuesday morning trip we will check out the ponds for lingering Water-
fowl and early arriving Shorebirds as well as walk the woodland trails along the Colorado River looking for early migrants and summer 
residents. Take Hwy 71 east, turn left at first light past airport (FM 973), continue north about one mile and take paved left into Horn-
sby Bend. Turn right after first gate into parking lot at Ecological Research Center. No registration required.

Super Tuesday! in Blanco County
Led by Terry Banks. Come and bird Blanco State Park with our local guide, Shirley Winslow. This is a small (105 acre) park located 
the south side of Blanco which is described in the Texas State Parks book by Laurence Parent as “typical of the Texas Hill Country 
with rolling rocky hills dotted with Live Oaks, Spanish Oaks, and Ashe Juniper.” Bald Cypress, Sycamore, and Pecans grow along the 
spring-fed Blanco river, and here we might see early migrants and lingering winter sparrows. We will have lunch at the Redbud Cafe in 
Blanco and then visit a private property where it is possible to find Golden-cheeked Warbler. We will carpool from a convenient south 
Austin location. Limited to 12 people. Contact Terry Banks at 55bluebirds@att.net to register.
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TA Events - March 2011
Tuesday, Mar 1

7:30 am to 11:00 am

Saturday, Mar 5
8:00 am to 10:00 am

Tuesday, Mar 8
7:30 am to 9:30 am

Saturday, Mar 12
7:00 am and 4:00 pm

Sunday, Mar 13
7:30 am to 11:30 am

Tuesday, Mar 15
8:00 am to 10:00 am

Saturday, Mar 19
7:30 am to noon

Sunday, Mar 20

Tuesday, Mar 22
7:30 am to 11:00 am

Tuesday, Mar 29
7:00 am to early 

afternoon

Due to limited page space and the large number of upcoming field trips, readers are encouraged to visit the Field Trips section 
at www.travisaudubon.org for complete trip details. Although emails to the registrar are preferred, those who do not have email 
access can register for any field trip by phoning Jeff Patterson at 512-487-2755.

STORY TIME
Please send in your stories and pictures from field trips and Travis Audubon events! We are developing our new website and we would love to 
have a section devoted to member stories and photos. Send your stories and pictures to Kathryn at kathryn@travisaudubon.org or you can 
post them to our Facebook and Twitter pages. You can also send hard copies to Travis Audubon, 3710 Cedar St, Box 5, Austin, TX 78705.
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TA Events - April 2011
Sunday, April 3

7:00 am to noon

Tuesday, Apr 5
7:00 am to noon

Saturday, Apr 9
8:00 am to 10:00 am

Saturday, Apr 9
7:00 am and 4:00 pm

Sunday, Apr 10
7:00 am to 11:30 am

Sunday, Apr 10

Tuesday, Apr 12
8:00 am to 10:00 am

April 13 to 17

April 16 to 20

Saturday Apr 16
7:30 am to noon

Tuesday, Apr 19
7:300 am to 9:30 am

April 22 to 24 

Acacia Property of Nancy Moore
Join other TAS members to help survey the bountiful bird life at Nancy Moore’s property known as “Acacia”. This beautiful 157-acre 
conservation easement piece of land is located near Dripping Springs with extensive frontage on the Pedernales River. Bring a lunch, 
snacks, and water. Some parts of the property have fairly steep and rugged trails, but other areas involve easier walking. Limited to 12 
birders. Contact Ken Zaslow at khz@att.net to register.

Super Tuesday at Seven Oaks Property of Anne Donovan
Spend a morning searching for spring migrants and newly arrived songbirds on Anne and John Donovan’s property near Lampasas. 
Golden-cheeked Warblers have been seen almost every year, and Black-capped Vireos should be discovering Seven Oaks soon. Bring 
a lunch, snacks, and water. Limited to 12 birders. Contact Ken Zaslow at khz@att.net to register.

Beginners’ Bird Walk at Riata Pond  
Take 183 to the Duval exit. If coming from the south, continue north on the service road past Duval for about 0.6 mile, then turn right 
onto Riata Trace Pkwy. If coming from the north, go under 183 and follow above directions on service road. The pond is about 1 
miles ahead on right. Park in the office parking lot just past (i.e east of) the pond. No registration required.

Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend 
Sponsored monthly by the Hornsby Bend Bird Conservatory. All levels of birders are welcome and no registration is required. Con-
tact Eric Carpenter at ecarpe@gmail.com for more information.

Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge
This trip will focus on finding lingering winter residents, migrants and early breeding birds at the refuge. The trip is moderately 
strenuous and will include walking for approximately four hours on uneven terrain. The trip is limited to 10 participants and reser-
vations are required. Reserve your spot online at www.friendsofbalcones.org. For further questions, contact Laurie at lauriefoss@
flywayadventures.com or 512-751-3677.

Reimer’s Ranch 
Join Stu Wilson to explore this hill country park on the Pedernales River during the early stages of spring migration.  Meet at the 
HEB at Bee Caves Road and Highway 71 at 7:00am to car pool to the park. Please contact Stu Wilson at stu299@att.net to register 
for this field trip. Note: there is a $10 entrance fee per vehicle.

Two-hour Tuesday at Southeast Metropolitan Park 
Led by Stan VanSandt. Check out this 299-acre park in southeast Austin during Spring migration. Take Hwy 71 east past the airport 
and then past the toll road intersections. At the next light turn left into the park entrance at 4511 Hwy 71 E. Inside the park take the 
first right, then follow the road around to the trailhead parking lot. No registration required.

DAVIS MOUNTAINS AND BIG BEND WITH DAVIS MOUNTAINS LODGE & EXPEDITIONS
Davis Mountains Lodge & Expeditions (DML&E) has put together a guided, all-inclusive, 4-night, 5-day tour especially for Travis 
Audubon. Participants will bird in the Davis Mountains, Chisos Mountains, Chihuahuan Desert, and along the Rio Grande. This tour 
includes a guide, meals, transportation, and lodging. The tour will be led by an expert guide with over 20 years of experience in the 
region. For further information visit DML&E’s website at www.dmectexas.org. Extensive trip details also available on the field trips 
page at www.travisaudubon.org.

East Texas and Upper Texas Coast with Eric Stager
For the first day-and-a-half of this trip we will visit a few sites in the Piney Woods, including Big Creek Scenic Area, Angelina Na-
tional Forest, and the Big Thicket National Preserve. We’ll visit the High Island sanctuaries, Sabine Woods, Bolivar Flats, and Ana-
huac NWR. There is a $90 fee for this trip to cover some leader expenses and provide a donation to TAS. Participants’ travel, hotel 
and meals are not included. The trip is limited to eight participants. Contact Eric Stager (estager@gmail.com) for more information 
or to register for the trip.

Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend 
Join Stan VanSandt to explore Austin’s premier birding site. For more information go to www.hornsbybend.org. All levels of birders 
are welcome and no registration is required.

Two-hour Tuesday at Baker Sanctuary
Led by Dan Callaway. In order to provide participants an excellent chance to observe the Golden-cheeked Warbler, the trip is limited 
to seven people and registration is required. Registrants will receive information about the meet-up location. Contact Terry Banks at 
55 bluebirds@att.net to register. 

Easter Weekend Special: The Outer Limits: Three County Blitz! With Stan VanSandt
Let’s circle back to Kendall, Gillespie, and Llano Counties and see if we can add some cool migrants to our county lists! Participation 
is limited to 10 persons per day. Contact Stan VanSandt at (empidider@yahoo.com) to register, or for more information.

But wait, there’s more! Please visit www.travisaudubon.org to learn about our April 25 Super Tuesday/Mini Big Day at 
Webberville Park and Hornsby Bend and our Saturday, April 30th visit to Warbler Woods, north of San Antonio.

STORY TIME
Please send in your stories and pictures from field trips and Travis Audubon events! We are developing our new website and we would love to 
have a section devoted to member stories and photos. Send your stories and pictures to Kathryn at kathryn@travisaudubon.org or you can 
post them to our Facebook and Twitter pages. You can also send hard copies to Travis Audubon, 3710 Cedar St, Box 5, Austin, TX 78705.
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Travis Audubon Classes
Chimney Swift Tower Workshop 
at Travis Audubon’s Chaetura Canyon
Chimney Swifts are now listed as an endangered species 
in Nova Scotia, and the future for these aerial insectivores 
is also uncertain in the remainder of their breeding range. 
Georgean and Paul Kyle will conduct a workshop on 
building and maintaining new habitat for this declining 
species on Sunday, March 13th, from 1-4 pm.  

The workshop will begin with an introduction to Chimney 
Swifts that includes a slide presentation and video highlights 
from a typical nesting season. Participants will then 
construct an actual Chimney Swift Tower. After the project 
is completed, participants will take a one-mile walking tour 
of the Chaetura Canyon Bird Sanctuary. There are currently 
16 Chimney Swift towers on the property that demonstrate 
a variety of designs and materials. One of the towers will 
be opened, and the class will be shown how to evaluate the 
nesting productivity of last year’s season. Refreshments will 
be served on the deck overlooking the canyon following the 
tour.
 
Chaetura Canyon has been the epicenter for Chimney 
Swift conservation and research world-wide for more than 
20 years. Master Naturalists and property owners with 
wildlife exemptions may find this workshop useful in their 
conservation efforts. Chimney Swift towers also make great 
Eagle Scout projects, so Scout Masters, Eagle candidates and 
their parents should consider taking advantage of this unique 
opportunity.

Registration is limited to 10 builders (16 years of age and 
older). The cost of this workshop is $35 for Travis Audubon 
members and $50 for non-members. The fee includes a copy 
of the Kyle’s book “Chimney Swift Towers: New Habitat for 
America’s Mysterious Birds.” For more information or to 
sign up for the workshop, please contact Anne Donovan at 
472-3030 or email her at ajdonovan@att.net. For a preview 
of the walking tour, visit www.ChimneySwifts.org and click 
on the “Chaetura Canyon Bird Sanctuary” link. 

Introduction to Birding Apps for Smartphones
Your phone has come a long way since all it could do was 
make calls. Since the advent of smartphones, applications 
have been developed for birding that put an entire library of 
field guides, recordings, geographical information and more 
right in the palm of your hand. This 3-hour workshop will 

focus on the most popular apps for smartphones and will give 
participants info on pricing, usability, portability and that 
all-important fun-factor. The class will be held on Thursday 
evening, March 31 from 5:30 – 8:30 at a central Austin 
location.

The class will be taught by Laurie Foss who is the chair 
of the Habitat Conservation Committee. Tuition will be 
$20 for TAS members and $25 for non-members. Please 
contact Frances Cerbins at taclasses@yahoo.com for more 
information or to register. 

Travis Audubon’s 
Springtime Warblers Class
Travis Audubon is offering a warbler identification class 
just in time for springtime migration. This spring class will 
be taught by Doug Booher.

The class is designed for intermediate birders with at least 
one year birding experience. 

Doug Booher is a past president of Travis Audubon and has 
taught several of its classes including the Fall Warbler class 
in 2010.

The course will consist of three classroom sessions, Monday 
evenings April 4, 11 and 18 from 7-9 pm at a Southeast 
Austin location. More specific information will be provided 
at registration. In addition there will be an optional out-of-
town field trip to Corpus Christi the weekend of April 30 to 
May 1. 

The lecture portion of the class is limited to 30 participants 
and the out-of-town field trip size is limited to 16. 

The tuition for the class is $60 for members of Travis 
Audubon and $70 for non-members. Those going on the 
optional Corpus field trip will share Doug’s expenses for 
the field trip. 

For more information or to register for the class contact 
Lynn Hill at pelican7227-warbler@yahoo.com with your 
name, phone, email address and whether you are currently a 
TA member. Please indicate whether you want to go on the 
out-of-town field trip.  
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Baker Sanctuary Open House 
 

Saturday, April 9, 9AM-12PM 
Baker Sanctuary  

  12308 Lime Creek Rd 

Leander, TX 
(Open to the public for this event only) 

 
Guided tours will focus on ecology and 
feature Golden-cheeked  Warblers, 
plants, butterflies and bugs. Enjoy a 
variety of displays on native plants 
and wildlife species.    

 

Children’s activities include bird identification, bird drawing, making bird 
feeders and much more. 

 

Light snacks will be served but we encourage you to bring a sack lunch for 
those longer walks. Please bring your own water bottle that can be refilled 
on site.  

 

For more Information call Travis Audubon at 512-300-BIRD (2473) 
 

Charles J Stephens, REALTOR®, GRI 
3303 Northland Dr., Ste. 100 
Austin, TX 78731 
Direct: 512-287-9304
E-mail: Charles@CharlesJStephens.com 
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Austin, Texas

Travis Audubon
YES! I want to enjoy the benefits of Travis Audubon chapter 
membership. Enroll me as a member of Travis Audubon. 
Enclosed is my check for:

  $10 Youth Membership (up to age 18)
  $25 Individual Membership
  $35 Family Membership
  $75 Painted Bunting Membership (embroidered patch of 

Painted Bunting)
  $100 Vireo Membership (Embroidered patch of Vireo)
  $250 Warbler Membership (Embroidered patch of Warbler, 

one free class,  VIP field trip)
  $1,000 Lifetime Membership (Special Lifetime Member 

embroidered patch, T-shirt, Invitation to special events, 
VIP field trip)

 T-shirt size (for Lifetime memberships)   ________________

   This is a gift membership from ________________________
  

Name __________________________Phone _____________

Address __________________________________________

City ______________________ State ____  Zip __________

Email  ____________________________________________

Visit the Travis Audubon Web site: 
www.travisaudubon.org

Travis Audubon
3710 Cedar Street
Box 5
Austin, TX. 78705

Dated Material - DO NOT DELAY

Join your local Audubon chapter, Travis Audubon, by using the 
form at the right. Your dues will be put to use supporting local 

conservation, education, research projects, field trips, and other 
Travis Audubon activities right here in Central Texas. We seek 
your support through your membership in our local chapter. 

To become a member of National Audubon, please go to their 
website at www.audubon.org. Don’t forget to include the Na-
tional Audubon Source Code of 79M7 and the Travis Audubon 
Chapter code of W03, so Travis Audubon receives credit.

Join Travis Audubon now and support 
local birds, wildlife, and their habitats.
Travis Audubon chapter members receive six issues of this Signal 
Smoke newsletter, priority sign-ups on local field trips, discounts 
on our educational classes, the opportunity to participate in our 
e-mail group and attend our wonderful monthly lectures, and 
more!

To join Travis Audubon:
Make your check payable to Travis Audubon and send it with this 
form to Travis Audubon, 3710 Cedar St., Box 5, Austin, TX 78705, 
or join on-line using any major credit card by going to 
www.travisaudubon.org and clicking on Membership.

T r a v i s  A u d u b o n  


