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Fledgling Conservationists
Restore Blair Woods
“I hope we’ve given you a bird’s eye view of what’s going on
at Blair Woods and with Norman Elementary Tiger Time TNT
group. I hope this will encourage everyone to be more aware
and more involved in their communities.”

T

hese words, spoken by fourth grader Dotty Woods,
concluded her spirited on-camera interviews of her
classmates who attended a special work day at Blair Woods on
April 12th.
Under the direction of Judy Walther of Environmental Survey
Consulting, 26 fourth and fifth grade students from Tiger Time
After-School program at Norman Elementary School split up
into four groups to work as botanists, soil scientists, zoologists,
and cartographers. The young botanists collected plants and
preserved some of their finds with plant presses. The zoologists
catalogued all the bird and insect species they could find. The

Photos clockwise from top: Our group photo, lower right Demarco Robinson, Jalen Mathis
and Brandi Rodriquez and our birders, front to back, Jaleel Riley, Montrea Howard, Dotty
Woods, Olegario Villanueva, Antonio Vallanueva. Photo credits: Nancy Manning

soil scientists collected soil samples from diverse areas of
the tract, while the cartographers used their new knowledge
of topographical maps to mark where the soil samples were
taken.
After the learning activities, the students dug
into their Blair Wood restoration work. Some
made mud balls rolled into native seeds and
then tossed them into the riparian corridor.
Others mucked around in the creek, planting
native plants. The children’s enthusiasm
was evident as most of them industriously
raked, lined, and mulched a section of
trail in the last 15 minutes, surprising and
delighting their teachers.

TA Monthly Meetings
Thursday, May 20 7:00 pm
Physiology & Adaptation of Birds
Speaker: Dr. Peter English

In response to Dotty’s question, “Do you like
helping and being part of a project like this?” Demarco
Robinson grinned and said, “It’s cool. It’s just, WOW!”
Nancy Manning

No Meetings in June, July, August.
See you in September

Complete meeting details on Page 3
Westminster Presbyterian Church
3208 Exposition Blvd. Austin,TX
Doors open at 6:30 pm for social time
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his is a spring for unlimited exuberance. The flowers, trees,
birds, and people who survived last summer’s drought and
the cold of this winter are all celebrating this beautiful spring.

Most of us have been outdoors whenever possible and I hope all of
us are recommitting to the importance of conserving natural areas.
Once natural areas are gone it is impossible to fully bring them
back. Travis Audubon supports all conservation efforts and provides
field trips and education classes to widen the circle of supporters of
conservation.

Valarie Bristol

		Nancy Manning

Jocelyn Taijeron

From the Travis Audubon President

The birds we see today may be the most we will ever see. In the face
of a fast growing population of humans, our efforts must double
to provide natural areas for birds and wildlife. Support Travis
Audubon’s sanctuaries and conservation efforts – see you outside!

Robin Doughty
Sam Fason
Ann Gardner
Shelia Hargis
Clif Ladd
Kelly Logan
Barry Lyon
Marsha May
Jorjanna Price

Executive Director

Travis Audubon promotes the enjoyment, understanding,
and conservation of native birds and their habitats.
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About Signal Smoke

Subscription Information

Signal Smoke (ISSN 1931-9282), was published 11 times yearly through Volume 56,
No.4, and beginning with Volume 56, No.5,
is published 6 times yearly. Subscription is a
TA membership benefit. To join, use the form
on the back page of this issue or go to www.
travisaudubon.org for an online form. For
address or subscription changes, please call
512.300.BIRD (2473) or e-mail info@travisaudubon.org. The USPS does not forward
Signal Smoke. Copyright © 2010. No part of
this publication may be reproduced

without permission in writing from Travis
Audubon.

Newsletter Deadline

The submissions deadline is the first day of the
month preceding the first month of publication
(for example, June 1 for the July/August issue).
Submit uncopyrighted articles, announcements,
and art to Tess Sherman, tsherman1@austin.
rr.com; or mail to 210 E. Walnut Dr., Austin,
TX 78753. Submissions by email or on a CD
are preferred but not required. Call Tess at 300BIRD if you have questions.
TRAVIS AUDUBON
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Monthly Meeting Information
Travis Audubon Regular Monthly Meeting - 7:00 pm

(doors open at 6:30 pm for social time, 7:00 pm for announcements, speaker at 7:30 pm)
NOTE: New permanent location for general membership meetings - Westminster Presbyterian Church at
3208 Exposition Blvd. Austin TX 78703 512-459-5497
Directions: From Mopac, take the 35th street exit and go west on 35th to Exposition Blvd. Turn left on Exposition
approximately two blocks to Carlton Lane. The church sits on the corner of Carlton and Exposition. Drive down Carlton past
the church to the parking lot on your left. The Fellowship Hall is the large building just east of the parking lot. The building is
identified with the words “Fellowship Hall” on the outside of the building. Refreshments provided. No monthly meetings during
June, July, or August.

May 20, 2010
Location: Westminster Presbyterian Church
3208 Exposition Blvd. Austin TX
Guest Speaker: Dr. Peter English
Topic: Physiology & Adaptation of Birds
Drawing on decades of interest in birds and years of experience
researching them, Dr. English will give a wide-ranging talk on
what he considers the best parts of birds. The talk will move from
one interesting topic to another, encompassing the full array of
incredible adaptations that have drawn generations of inquisitive
minds towards the study of birds. The talk will start with a survey
of the physiological traits that make up a modern bird and will also
cover the wide range of plumage and foraging adaptations, and the
incredible behavioral adaptations of birds that make birds so unique.

Bucks - Making the Most of Your Money
Credit Card Rewards for Volunteers

If you hold an American Express card, volunteering can do more
for you than make you feel good about yourself. It can give you
credit card reward points. American Express announced in March
that cardholders participating in the company’s membership
rewards program could now earn 500 reward points for every hour
of volunteer work they logged at a qualifying charity, up to 10,000
points, or 20 hours of volunteer work, a year.
To qualify for the points, the volunteer work must be done at a project
listed in the volunteer match database. Sample projects include
volunteer work with New York Cares, Hostelling International and
StandUp for Kids. Hours must be logged within 120 days of the last
hour worked. The points would then be provided through a certificate
that must be redeemed online before the expiration date listed on the
TRAVIS AUDUBON

Peter English graduated from Williams College and later received his
Ph.D. in Zoology from the UT-Austin in 1998. As a Fulbright Scholar
he studied the ecology of mixed-species bird flocks in Amazonian
Ecuador. Since 1987, Dr. English has been a tour leader for Victor
Emanuel Nature Tours, a premier bird-oriented nature tour company.
He has led approximately 150 tour groups throughout the United
States and 16 other countries in the Caribbean, Central America, and
South America. He has published articles on new bird discoveries in
the Amazon Basin, authored an audio cassette, and three CDs on bird
calls in Ecuador and Peru. Dr. English spent six years as the CEO of a
non-profit organization based in Washington DC that used ecotourism
lodges to support conservation efforts in Peru, Ecuador, Bolivia, and
Brazil. He is most proud of his work developing the Napo Wildlife
Center, which protects 80 square miles of Yasuni National Park in
Ecuador, recently shown to be the most biodiverse location on earth.
Dr. English is currently a lecturer at the University of Texas at Austin.
face of the certificate. Cardholders and noncardholders can also choose to
donate the points to charity instead. Would receiving rewards points make
you more likely to volunteer? Why or why not? Visit www.bucks.blogs.
nytimes.com/2010/03/10/credit-card-rewards-for-volunteers/ for more
deatils
Jennifer Saranow Schultz

The Austin Environmental Directory is a sourcebook of
environmental issues, products, services, and organizations in Central
Texas. It has been published since 1995. The new edition is due
out shortly. For the first time, some of these will be mailed directly
to identified environmentalists, including many Travis Aububon
Society supporters in Austin. Watch your mailbox during late
April. This edition took three years to produce, and includes articles
on alternative transportation, clean energy, zero-waste and recycling,
green building, and locally grown food.
S I G N A L S M O K E / May/June 2010
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NATURALIST’S

CALENDAR

by Bill Reiner

photo by Robert Baumgardner

A

s any mother can attest, pregnancy brings certain physical
challenges. In particular, carrying a fetus adds significantly to
one’s body weight. All animal mothers face the same problem,
but for birds that extra weight would be a serious handicap, limiting
their ability to fly, find food, and escape predators. Eliminating this
weight in the form of an egg is a neat solution, but that brings another
challenge: where to put it. Eggs have a tendency to roll off of hard
surfaces and get lost or broken. Predators seek out these little packages
of nutrients, so they must be hidden.
Most birds, usually the female, build some sort of nest to hold and
conceal their eggs. Where a bird puts her nest varies a great deal by
species, and isn’t always where you would expect. Roadrunners, for
example, spend most of their time on the ground, but unlike quail,
turkeys, and other ground-dwelling birds, they usually put their nests
in shrubs or cacti. You might expect a pair of normally solitary Great
Blue Herons to have a nest far from others of their kind, probably on the
ground near a river or lake. But these birds build large platforms atop
trees in noisy community with other herons, often of several species,
sometimes far from water.
Woodpeckers nest in the cavities they construct, but when they are
finished using one, a cavity may be claimed by a pair of Black-bellied
Whistling-Ducks, or Eastern Bluebirds, or Great Crested Flycatchers,
or Prothonotary Warblers (or European Starlings or House Sparrows).
However, the tree-hugging Black-and-White Warbler builds on the
ground, often tucking its nest under a rock or tree trunk.

Cardinal Nest, left. Black-and-White Warbler nest, right.
Photo credits: Mike Sanders

Birds also use a wide variety of materials to construct their nests, often
depending upon what is at hand (or, perhaps more appropriately, at bill).
Strips of Ashe Juniper bark are essential components for nests of our
endangered Golden-cheeked Warbler, as most Central Texas birders
know, but many other species will also use this handy building material.
Twigs, grasses, and leaves are the most common materials, held together
with mud, spider or insect silk, and plant fibers, though the architectural
styles depend upon the bird species.
Barn, Cave, and Cliff Swallows, for instance, all use mud to plaster their
nests to vertical walls, but the species can usually be identified by the
form of the nest. Barn Swallows build a simple cup. Cave Swallows
extend the sides up into a sort of pocket. Cliff Swallows enclose the
whole thing into a distinctive flask shape, with a short entrance tube.
4
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Cardinals, jays, grackles, buntings, and sparrows all build cup-shaped
nests of twigs and grasses. Gnatcatchers also build a cup nest, which
they perch atop a branch, firmly stabilized and bound together with
spider webs. The outside of the cup is usually so thickly covered
with lichens that it looks like part of the tree. The tiny cups made by
hummingbirds are also well-camouflaged with lichens.
Vireo nests are slung under a forked branch, with grasses and other
fibers carefully woven around the fork like a basket. Female orioles
are also expert weavers, fashioning a long pouch that dangles from
the slender end of a high twig. Their artistry is even more amazing
considering that they have only their bills to weave the fibers into
place. Think it’s easy? Try building your own nest using just a pair of
tweezers.
Birds have increasingly adapted to using human-made materials in
their nests. Snakeskin, long a favorite, is often supplanted by strips
of clear plastic (as in the White-eyed Vireo nest in the photo). Paper
replaces leaves, string and twine and yarn replace grasses and bark,
and even feathers can be replaced by artificial fibers. Out in west
Texas, where trees are scarce, Chihuahuan Ravens sometimes build
their nests of barbed wire.
Wrens are particularly inventive when it comes to placing their nests
in human-made niches – mailboxes are common – but are also adept
at exploiting human materials. A well-documented example came
from California in the 1930s, when a business had been losing office
supplies. Turned out an enterprising pair of Canyon Wrens were
absconding with the supplies to
build a support for their nest.
After the wrens had finished
raising their brood, one patient
investigator dismantled the
structure. She found a total of
1791 countable pieces. These
included 643 paper clips, 14 T
pins, a safety pin, 582 straight
pins, 28 rubber bands, a threecoil spring, a screw top from a
glue container, eleven steel pen
points, 23 assorted tacks, two
small screws, 67 rusty nails, two
small pieces of rawhide shoelace,
a darning needle, 69 paper
White-eyed Vireo nest
fasteners,
30 pieces of wire, four
Photo credit: City of Austin staff
toothpicks, and 87 matches. It
was all bound up with cobwebs, lint, dust, thread, wood shavings, bits
of paper and broom straw, twine, rope, plaster board, horsehair, among
other things. The entire structure weighed nearly two and a half
pounds. The moral of the story? If you find that you are missing an
inordinate number of paper clips or nails, ask your neighboring wrens
if they know anything about them.
A reference for this article was Life Histories of North American
Nuthatches, Wrens, Thrashers, and their Allies, by Arthur Cleveland
Bent.
TRAVIS AUDUBON

Join us for Brunch with the Birds
at Baker Sanctuary
Conservation efforts at Baker this coming year will include a health assessment
and development and implementation of a new management plan. Outreach and
education efforts will be expanded. Your can help to support these efforts by
attending Brunch with the Birds. Space is limited so purchase your tickets now.
Date: Saturday, May 8th
Time: 7am to noon
Place: Baker Sanctuary
Join Victor Emanuel, founder of the acclaimed Victor Emanuel Nature Tours, retired University
of Texas Botany professor Marshall Johnston, and experienced VENT tour guide Barry Lyons on
a unique tour of Baker Sanctuary.
Enjoy the gourmet brunch prepared by Chef Heidi Wittenborn.
To secure your reservations, call: (512) 300-2473 or email info@travisaudubon.org
Admission is $125 per person with all proceeds going into the TAS Baker Sanctuary fund. Travis
Audubon Society is a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) organization.

Please join us for
Where?		
When?		

Travis Audubon’s Chaetura Canyon Bird Sanctuary
May 15th, 6:00 PM ‘til 10:00 PM (Rain Date: May 16th)

What?		
		
		
		

-

Who?		
How Much?
How Come?

The first 25 Travis Audubon Members (or “Wanna-bes”) to sign up
$35 for TAS members / $50 for non-members
- Simply to enjoy the company of Chimney Swifts and fellow conservationists
- Proceeds to benefit projects at Travis Audubon’s Chaetura Canyon Sanctuary

Observe Chimney Swifts impressive aerial displays
Wander the self-guided upper canyon nature trail
Enjoy a Mexican Food Buffet with ice cold beer and soft drinks
Marvel at a screening of “The Secret Home Life of Chimney Swifts” Starring Twig, Timber and Puddin’

Please contact Sanctuary Stewards Georgean and Paul Kyle to make your reservations ASAP: dwa@austin.rr.com or 512-266-3861

Be There, or Be Square!
TRAVIS AUDUBON
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Birding as Citizens’ Science

B

irders “bird” because they enjoy it. Nothing wrong with that,
but if you are concerned about our world of birds, make your
birding experiences help with conserving birds. In my mind, the
best way to accomplish this is to “bird” one locale for extended
periods of time on a regular basis.
There seems to be quite a competition for who “scores” the most
species for a county. My birding in Brazos county is restricted to
these censuses, my backyard, and a local park where I walk our
dog. For the latter two, I do not use binoculars, but with the three
areas, I have managed to accumulate 139 species - all without
chasing the rarities reported for Brazos County.
Over my extended academic career, I focused on long-term
studies of various species: 15 years each on Great-tailed Grackles
(and other blackbirds), Cliff and Barn Swallows, seven years on
Wilson’s Snipe, and four years on Cave Swallows (the last should
have been continued for more years, but I retired!)
In July 1995, I began a weekly census at Country Club Lake in
Bryan. A golf course lines the west side of the lake, busy roads on
the south and much of the east, and the Austin Recreation Area
and Williamson Park along the rest of the east and all of the north.
In these surveys, I record not only species encountered, but try to
make accurate counts of numbers for each species. I try to keep
my census time within 35-45 minutes.

Over the years, these censuses have allowed me to record first and
last appearances for migratory species, fluctuations in populations
and time of maximum abundance and, of course rare and unusual
species. I have recorded the only known occurrence of Blacklegged Kittiwake in our checklist area, the only known breeding of
American Coot in Brazos County, and many other unusual species. I
have also had my first encounters in this area for both White-winged
Doves and Eurasian Collared-Doves; both species now breed in and
around the parks.
Not only does this long-term effort afford me a look at what happens
to bird populations, it has also given me a glimpse of changing
habitats. For example, when I began these censuses, hydrilla and
water lotuses dominated the shorelines. Within two years, both
plants had vanished and the extensive breeding population of Purple
Gallinule began a step decline. Water lotus suddenly reappeared
this spring and it will be interesting to see if it has any effects of the
waterbirds. Concurrent with the decline of the hydrilla and water
lotus was the increase in cattails and with it increasing numbers of
breeding Great-tailed Grackles and Red-winged Blackbirds. Thus,
these long-term studies can help us understand why the population
of a particular species is stable, declining or increasing, similar to
the long-term results of Christmas Bird Counts and the Breeding
Bird Surveys, but on a smaller scale. As the saying goes, “Try it –
you’ll like it”.
Keith Arnold
Professor Emeritus
Texas A&M University

Make your birding count right in your backyard!

M

ark Wilson & Dana Kuykendall didn’t start out with the
goal of becoming citizen scientists. Like many Austinites,
they were interested in creating a landscape for their home that
was beautiful, low-maintenance, and environmentally friendly.
Then they discovered birds in the chimney. A friend introduced
them to the Kyles, and soon a chimney swift tower appeared in
the front yard. Mark and Dana wanted to find other ways to attract
wildlife to the yard, so they attended an Austin pond tour where
they met Jane Tillman at the TAS table. Can you guess what
happened next? In Fall 2007, they completed the National Wildlife
Federation Habitat Steward training (co-sponsored by Austin
PARD and the TAS Urban Habitat Committee), and their yard was
certified in Spring 2008.

Photos courtesy of Mark Wilson
6
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The results have been well worth the effort. The habitat they
have created over the last twenty years not only attracts birds and
wildlife, but also provides a much needed respite for the birds
and other creatures. And now, Mark & Dana make their birding
count from the comfort of their own back porch! Mark reports
backyard sightings to eBird on a regular basis; during peak
migrations, he usually posts on a weekly basis. Highlights from
Spring 2009 migration include Lazuli Bunting, Baltimore Oriole,
American Redstart, Summer Tanager, Eastern Phoebe, and several
warbler species (Nashville, Yellow-throated, Orange-crowned, and
Yellow). Sounds like a great place for a field trip!
Laura Legett
TRAVIS AUDUBON
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e gratefully
acknowledge the
National Audubon Society for
their generous grant which
will fund activities Chimney
Swift tower repairs. We extend
our deepest thanks to all our
Donors. Your support is critical
to the ongoing conservation
and education efforts of TAS.
Annual Appeal
Elizabeth Cooper
Jill B. Fatzer
Walter Kuhl
Catherine Kuhlman
Richard & Beverly Pond
Phyllis Scott
Unrestricted
Lidia Agraz & Allen Peck

Our Donors
Bob & Twan Brady
S. Bruce Brown & Mary
Braunagel-Brown
Lynn Hill & John Deigh
Anne & John Donovan
Grace Duffield
Bill & Ann Edwards
Guy Eroncig
Caroline Jones
The Junior League of Austin
Richard Martin
Bert Piboin Jr.
Marcia Sims
Lorna & Bob Terhune
Pat Yingst and Tony
Parchman
Painted Bunting
Allen W. Becker
Dennis Dyer
Robert & Patti Fowler

Jeff and Ellen Jekot
Betsy Pobanz & Barry
Newberger
Nancy Podio
Katherine Sangster
Marcia Sims
Vireo
Bob Blomquist & Chere
Heintzmann
Jackie Davis
Guy Eroncig
Lynn Hill
Adrienne Inglis
Phillip C. & Beverly Scott
Guy & Eileen Thompson
Bob & Jean Warneke
Maria Weber
Warbler
Paul Woodruff

Lifetime
Byron Stone
Chaetura Canyon
Chris & Catie Masey &
Amy Trost
Lydia Middendorf
Mimi Boelter
Elizabeth Boggess
Beverly Allen
Amy & Chris Masey
Jane Tillman
Mark Lyon
Barbara & Ken Zaslow
Claire Jackson
Anne & Paul Wheeler
GTBC Towhees
John Keltgen
Suzanne Kho
Mary & Thomas Martin

Business Members
Travis Audubon is delighted to
recognize its Business Member:
Powell, Ebert & Smolik, PC
To learn about the benefits of supporting Travis Audubon as a Business Member, please go to www.
travisaudubon.org and click on Business Member, or contact Travis Audubon at 512.300.BIRD (2473).

Be an eBirder!

W

hat, you’ve never heard that before? Well then let me
be the first to invite you to be an eBirder! eBird is a
free, online checklist program from the Cornell Lab of
Ornithology and the National Audubon Society. If that’s all it was,
that would be pretty cool. A free checklist program that will keep
track of what I’ve seen, where and when I’ve seen it, and will keep it
as a life list for me. Some people pay a lot of money to buy programs
to do that.
But that’s not all there is to eBird, not by a long shot! eBird is a part
of the Avian Knowledge Network, a powerful database with millions
of records that scientists use to monitor bird populations. eBird is
used by people all over North and South America, and the sightings
that they enter are available for you to see too. By sharing your
sightings with others through eBird, you are helping conservationists
gain a better understanding of birds and the habitats they require.
Scientists need our help understanding the “big picture” of bird
distribution and abundance and how they might be changing over
TRAVIS AUDUBON

time. Your information helps answer questions such as how global
climate change is having an impact on bird migration and breeding
cycles, how new diseases are affecting bird populations, and which
species are declining in number and which are expanding their
ranges.
By taking the simple step of reporting your bird sightings to
eBird at www.ebird.org, you become part of a large community
of citizen-scientists. You’ll be creating a lasting legacy out of
your bird checklists, whether you start with today’s sightings
or contribute historic records by entering your checklists of
yesteryear. So make your birding count! Whether you’re a
novice or an expert birder, you can be part of a large, passionate
group of people who are making a difference by archiving their
bird sightings online. The Habitat Conservation Committee, in
partnership with the Education Committee, will be conducting
classes on how to use eBird. Keep your eye on the Signal Smoke
and the weekly eBlasts for more information and schedules.
Laurie Foss
S I G N A L S M O K E / May/June 2010
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Hornsby Bend News

A Birding Platform for Hornsby Bend?

T

here has been talk for a while now of a permanent birding platform for
Hornsby Bend. It’s thought that such an improvement would allow a
stable and dry vantage point for scanning the entire wetland complex and
adjacent fields (potentially reducing some of the vehicle traffic around the
ponds); serve as a meeting point for Hornsby Bend birders, groups, and
classes; and give a permanent home to the Hornsby Bend Hawk Watch
(and Shorebird Survey?).
The project languished after first being proposed in 2003 but the current
Hornsby Bend Committee, led by Julia Balinsky, has re-invigorated the
discussion. Perhaps some have visited the substantial hawk watch towers
at Smith Point near Houston, Hazel Bazemore near Corpus Christi, or at
Bentsen State Park in the
Rio Grande Valley? The
Hornsby version would be
modest by comparison. The
current concept consists of a
ground level deck with plan
dimensions roughly 10 feet
by 20 and an upper level
deck, perhaps half that size,
which would be protected
from sun and weather by
some sort of awning or
shade.
The platform would be
located near the junction
of Ponds #1 (E and W) and
#2, i.e. the current hawk
watch location, to allow
views of all three ponds.
An upcoming major plant
construction project may
produce the raw materials
needed to complete the
HB Birding Platform diagram
“paving” of the road running
provided by Stu Wilson
between Ponds #1 and #2, an
advantageous development
given the need for some vehicle parking in the vicinity.
All members of the committee are in agreement that the birding platform
must be constructed in such a manner as to minimize maintenance. It’s
understood that the City will permit no construction until it is satisfied
that there is a plan in place for long-term maintenance and upkeep of the
facility. Committee members hope to introduce the idea of the project to
City and Hornsby Bend officials in the months ahead.
It’s thought that donated funds can be found to cover most or all of the cost
of materials. Therefore, a key challenge for the Committee will be locating
a designer (architect, structural engineer, etc.) qualified to help develop
plans and specifications for the construction, as well as a construction
contractor to assist with aspects of the project that can’t be easily handled
by volunteer labor (e.g. driving piles). If you’re a design professional or
contractor interested in helping out on a pro-bono or reduced-rate basis,
one handy with small construction projects willing to donate some labor,
or just a regular sort wanting to get involved in the project, please contact
Julia Balinsky at jwaxwing@gmail.com.
Stu Wilson
8
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Ed Fair, Commons Ford PRO

C

ommons Ford Ranch Metropolitan Park and Ed Fair are linked
in the minds and hearts of Travis Audubon members. Ed leads
frequent field trips to the park, and he claims it as his own. A “prairie”
of approximately 40 acres encompasses the central portion of the
park. At present, the prairie is comprised primarily of King Ranch
Bluestem, Bermuda Grass and Johnson Grass (the “invasives”) with
scattered, small mesquite trees. The prairie also has two very small
oak groves of 2-4 trees each. A group of individuals, led by Ed, has
initiated the Commons Ford Prairie Restoration Project and formed
the Commons Ford Prairie Restoration Organization (“Commons Ford
PRO”). Commons Ford PRO, along with local partners, is developing a
native prairie restoration plan which will convert the 40-acre tract into a
prairie comprised of native grasses and wildflowers. What did it take for
Ed to go from Birder to conservationist? The Conservation Committee
asked him and this is what he said.
CC: When did you start birding?
Ed: I started in the spring of 2001. I took a trip
to Costa Rica because I always liked hiking, the
outdoors and wildlife. I never thought about birds
until I got there and there was a Toucan sitting
on the deck of the little cabin that I was going
to stay in. I thought “good night! That’s a real
bird sitting right there on my deck!” I started
borrowing people’s field guides while I was there
and identifying the species that I could. When
I got back to Austin I started thinking about
Ed Fair.
photo courtesy of Laurie Foss
birds, and thought there might be really cool
birds here too. I went to the store and bought a
field guide right away, started figuring out where to bird in Austin, and I
was hooked!
CC: When did you first go to Commons Ford Ranch Park?
Ed: I started researching parks on the Austin Parks website and I
somehow stumbled upon Commons Ford in the summer of 2001. I lived
in north central Austin at the time, but I made a trip out there one day
and thought I had discovered a real gem of a park. I started going there
every two weeks or so, and now I’ve logged 250 trips there over the
nine years I’ve been birding.
CC: What sparked the idea to create the conservation project
there?
Ed: When I would look out at the central prairie area of the park, I
thought it looked pretty good. I didn’t know what was there. So I got
curious about it and wanted to know what kinds of plants were there.
I asked Byron Stone to come out with me one day. He helped me ID
the grasses there and pointed out that virtually all of the plants in the
central field, what we hope will become the native prairie area, were
invasives and were not conducive to birds at all. He said “wouldn’t it
be amazing if you could look out in that field and see Little Bluestem
and Side Oats Grama?”. I thought that was an interesting idea and was
inspired by the thought of what would be possible in that area if it had
native plants. I took the idea to Joan Singh, the park administrator. I’ve
developed a great relationship with her over the years and she’s always
been open to ideas that would improve the park. She jumped on it right
away. John Chenowith of the City of Austin BCP was also approached
and is bringing the resources of the BCP to support the native prairie
restoration project.
The project has taken on a life of its own. You can follow the project by
becoming involved with the Travis Audubon Conservation Committee
or by following them on Facebook.
Laurie Foss
TRAVIS AUDUBON

Travis Audubon Committee Corner
The Habitat Conservation Committee

Prairie Restoration Project and the Cornell School of Ornithology eBird
The Habitat Conservation Committee has been in existence for a long
project. Our local efforts are strengthened
time. The projects supported by the
and magnified when they are joined in
committee have ranged widely, from
partnership with like-minded people and
the Bigger Baker project to Chimney
organizations on a broader landscape.
Swift towers, from bird surveys to
the Important Bird Areas initiative.
Our primary outreach goal is an initiative
Under the care and leadership of first
called “Make Your Birding Count”. To
John Kelly and then Valarie Bristol,
get the word out, you’ll find articles in
the Habitat Conservation Committee
this edition of Signal Smoke explaining
has kept its fingers on the pulse of
how to do that, why we advocate the
conservation efforts in Central Texas
initiative, and what you can do to make
and beyond. Now under the leadership
your own birding count. We hope you’ll
of Laurie Foss, the committee is
enjoy the articles, but more than that, we
taking on new initiatives in an effort
hope you’ll be inspired to participate with
to “think globally and act locally”.
Front row left to right, Georgia Harper, Laura Legett, Ed Fair.
us in conservation efforts on behalf of the
Working to extend the reach of our
Back row left to right, Mike Rogan, Shelia Hargis, Laurie Foss, birds. The Conservation Committee meets
conservation efforts, partnerships are
Jeff Mundy, Judith Bailey Photo courtesy of Laurie Foss
on the second Tuesday of the month at
being forged with organizations such as
6:30 pm at Central Market North. We call
the Oaks and Prairies Joint Ventures, the City of Austin properties of
it Dinner and Conservation. Please come and join us.
the Balcones Canyonlands Preserve, the Commons Ford Ranch Park
Laurie Foss

Helping Birds Through Birding

H

ave you ever thought, “Someone needs to do something to
protect birds”? You can be “that someone.” Here are a few
ideas about how to enjoy birding and also how to help the birds.

Keep Notes

Keeping some simple notes adds several dimensions to a day of
birding. Lists are a nice way to relive a day in the field, they serve
as an aid to bird finding in the future, and also as a way to document
bird distribution and population trends. The key to taking useful
notes is to include the date, location, every species seen or heard
including introduced species, and the numbers seen or heard. Other
items which you may wish to record are the habitat, behavior, and
weather.

Share Observations

Sharing your observations in a way that they are available to
researchers is a very simple step to transform your day of birding
from merely using the birds for your own pleasure to actually
doing something that can help them in the future. Sharing your
observations will provide researchers and advocates for bird
conservation with what they so often lack when trying to protect
birds: data.
The easiest and most valuable way to share your observations
is through eBird.org. eBird.org is an online checklist program
begun in 2002 by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and the
National Audubon Society. “eBird’s goal is to maximize the
utility and accessibility of the vast numbers of bird observations
made each year by recreational and professional bird watchers.
The observations of each participant join those of others in an
international network of eBird users. eBird then shares these
observations with a global community of educators, land managers,
ornithologists, and conservation biologists.”

Birding With Purpose

There are a few easy ways to make the next day of birding really
TRAVIS AUDUBON

give something back and help birds. Bird the same spot regularly over
an extended period. Dr. Keith Arnold’s article in this issue discusses
the value of this type of information. Volunteer to help with organized
surveys such as the Christmas Bird Counts and Breeding Bird
Surveys. Contact the TAS office and volunteer to help with surveys
requested by private property owners. Mentor a new birder or show
someone a bird through your binoculars or scope.
Are you bored with going to the same places everyone else goes,
seeing the same people and seeing the same things? How about
birding some uncharted territory? eBird.org provides a list by county
showing the least birded counties in the state and country. There is an
enormous disparity of reported bird observations in Texas.
The ten least reported counties in Texas have a combined total of 88
reported lists for all time. The ten most reported counties in Texas
have a combined total of over 65,000 reported lists. Travis County
is the second most reported county with 8,800 reported lists. The ten
least reported counties are: Borden, Upton, King, Glasscock, Reagan,
Scurry, Haskill, Sterling, Runnels and Foard. For more information
please see: www.ebird.org/content/ebird/about/county_birding
As an example of the pleasant surprises you may have from exploring
the uncharted territories, one of the least studied counties in Texas
is La Salle County in South Texas. I had the opportunity to visit a
large ranch several times in 2009 and had some of the best days of
birding I have ever encountered anywhere. One afternoon, my wife
and I sat at a stock tank for just a couple of hours and watched a bird
spectacle as good as I have seen anywhere. We saw five male Painted
Buntings drinking shoulder to shoulder, four species of orioles, five
kinds of dove, as well as Olive and Black-throated Sparrows next to
each other. Only because I ventured off the usual path did I have a
wonderful new experience and the chance to make some new friends.
There are many great adventures right here in our own backyard. Be
the “someone” - help the birds.
Jeff Mundy
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Notes from Chaetura Canyon
May/June 2010

I

n contrast to recent past winters, Cedar Waxwings were
ubiquitous throughout Central Texas this year. The daily
flocks of 50 to 150 individuals at
Chaetura Canyon consumed all
of the possum-haw (Ilex decidua)
berries during and shortly after
the snow event of February 23.
Cedar (Juniperus ashii) berries
were rather sparse this year, so…
what are they eating?? We know
that waxwings hawk insects, but
the insect population is in short
supply during cold, windy days.
An insight was revealed during a
walk in the canyon on March 21.
A cold, blustery wind was blowing
from the north, but in the sheltered
Cedar Waxwing eating
canyon, the air was calmer and
Texas Ash blooms.
actually warmer. Waxwings were
Photo credit: Georgean Kyle
perched in all of the newly budding
Texas Ash (Fraxinus texensis)
trees. On closer observation, the birds were greedily consuming
the newly emerging blossoms.
As the cool weather gave way to warmer temperatures, the
welcome rains continued to fall regularly, and the insects began
to emerge along with the flowers. The
early-breeding resident birds took the
glut of potential food as a signal to begin
nest building. A pair of Canyon Wrens
seemed to be first as they constructed
their well-insulated nursery over a door
on the stewards’ residence beginning
shortly before Valentine’s Day. Carolina
Wrens were busily gathering materials
Swallowtail on Mexican Plum soon after, but Bewick’s Wrens won
the distinction of producing the first
Photo credit: Paul Kyle
fledgling of the season. A single, very
plump individual was observed shadowing its parents and begging
for food on St. Patrick’s Day.

2010 Chimney Swift Tower Workshop

T

he Education Committee’s Chimney Swift Tower workshop
at Chaetura Canyon on March 14th was a sell-out this year.
After viewing an instructional video, the class constructed all of
the components for a tower and set it up at the Kiva. Following the
construction, the class took a walking tour of the 16 towers on the
Sanctuary.
Eagle Scout candidate Robert Syvarth attended the class on
scholarship from the Urban Habitat Committee and plans to build
at least one tower and possibly two on parkland in north Austin.
Georgean and Paul Kyle permanently installed the tower from this
class on site at the Travis County Environmental Studies Field
Office on Ranch Road 620 the following week. Thanks are due to
Laura Zebehazy for obtaining permission for installation and for
clearing the site.

Chimney Swift Tower Class.
Left to right: Steve Robalino, Ann Clift, Elizabeth Boggess, Anne Donovan,
Robert Syvarth, Beverly Allen, Mimi Boelter, Ellen Smith, Brett Hulboy,
Paul Kyle. Photo credit: Georgean Kyle

Purple Martins and Black-chinned Hummingbirds seemed tardy
this season, as did the Chimney Swifts. Arriving a week later than
average, the first Chimney Swifts were first documented on March
28th. A couple of days later a male Golden-cheeked Warbler made
his singing debut in the young Red Oak grove on the upper trail.
The trails are shaping up nicely thanks to the efforts of our
volunteers who hauled many bundles of brush out of the Canyon
for chipping into trail mulch – just in time for the upcoming events
at the Sanctuary. Something exciting will be happening every
month through October, so check the TAS web site, watch for
announcements, and come visit Chaetura Canyon!
10
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Georgean and Paul Kyle,
Sanctuary Stewards

Chaetura Canyon Stewardship Volunteers.
Left to right: Rusty Huston, Sara Huston, Sarah McDonald, Luck Flanagan,
Julie Sanford, Bill Sanford, Marian Henderson, Georgean Kyle.
Photo credit: Paul Kyle
TRAVIS AUDUBON

Baker Sanctuary News

T

his year nearly 200 people joined us for Baker Open
House, including members of the Central Texas Youth
Birding Club. The smaller children made pine cone
bird feeders, native seed moulds, and learned to identify birds.
Attendees were led on guided ecology tours of the sanctuary by
experienced birders.
Fifteen of our lifetime members and their guests were treated to
a special luncheon following their tours with Barry Lyon, Victor
Emanuel and Bill Reiner. Bill Reiner’s group member, Valarie
Bristol, described her experience: “We explored the Canyon in
the original 94-acre tract and were enchanted by the gorgeous
carpet of blooming Golden Groundsel. We heard Goldencheeked Warblers, Summer Tanagers and White-eyed Vireos
and many other birds. We saw a Gray Gnatcatcher building a
nest. The sound of the gurgling creek added to the magic of the
experience.”
I had the pleasure of hiking with Barry Lyon and Victor
Emanuel’s group and enjoyed getting to know some of our
lifetime members. Highlights were: a darner dragonfly hanging
upside down long enough for a picture, hearing a Hutton’s Vireo
(rare for this area), and learning to identify flowers from Victor.
After trying hard to spot the elusive Golden-cheeked Warbler,
the lifetime members enjoyed becoming acquainted over
the gourmet luncheon created by Chef Heidi Wittenborn.
We appreciate the great turnout for the Open House and are
especially grateful to our lifetime members for their years of
support.
Nancy Manning

Clockwise from top left: Victor Emanuel, Bill Lyon, darner dragonfly, lifetime
members, youth field trip, and kids at Baker. Photo credits: Nancy Manning,
Marilyn Perz (Kids at Baker), Laurie Foss (youth field trip)
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TA Events - May 2010
Saturday, May 1 Hornsby Bend Birdathon Special, led by Bret Whitney and John Coons
7 am to 10:00 am What could be better than spending a morning at Austin’s premier birding location during the peak of spring migration? How

about spending it with two world-class birding guides from Austin-based tour company Field Guides? Bret Whitney and John
Coons lead birding tours to places like Brazil, Venezuela and Australia. On May 1 they will help us kick off Birdathon with
this special field trip. We’ll see how many species we can tally, and participants are encouraged to make a donation to Travis
Audubon for each one we find! Limited to 20 participants. Contact Eric Stager at estager@gmail.com to register.

Saturday, May 1 Beginner’s Bird Walk – Texas State Capitol Grounds
8 am to 10:00 am Join Shirley LaVergne and Charles Stephens in this month’s beginner’s bird walk at the Texas State Capitol grounds to look
for migrating warblers and other songbirds Meet on the south steps of the Capitol building Bring binoculars if you have
them! No registration required.

Tuesday, May 4 Super Tuesday! – at Bastrop and Buescher State Parks!
7:00 am to Explore the Lost Pines of Bastrop County with Terry Banks, looking for Pileated and Hairy Woodpecker, Pine Warbler,
early afternoon and other eastern species that are rare in Travis County. Participants will meet at a central location and carpool. Bring a bag
lunch. Limited to 15 people. Contact Ken Zaslow at khz@att.net to register.

Saturday, May 8 Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend
7 am & 4 pm Sponsored monthly by the Hornsby Bend Bird Conservatory. Contact Eric Carpenter at ecarpe@gmail.com for more information.

Tuesday, May 11 Two Hour Tuesday at Riata Pond
8 am to 10 am Ken Zaslow will lead this Tuesday field trip to Riata Pond. Take Duval exit from Hwy 183, continue past Duval on service
road (from points north loop under 183) about 0.6 miles, then turn right onto Riata Trace Parkway. The pond is about 1 mile
ahead on the right. Park in office building parking lot just past the pond. No registration required.

Saturday, May 15 Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend
7:30 am to noon Join field trip leaders Jean Martin and Tim Fennell at Austin’s premier birding site. For more information go to www.hornsbybend.org. No registration required.

Sunday, May 16 Acacia Property of Nancy Moore
6:30 am to 11:30 am Join Eric Stager and Noreen Baker and other TAS members helping to survey the bird-life at Nancy Moore’s property known
as “Acacia”, a 157-acre conservation easement property near Dripping Springs on the Pedernales River. Golden-cheeked,
Black-and-white and Nashville Warblers, as well as White-eyed Vireo, Red-eyed Vireo, Summer Tanager, Painted Bunting,
Belted Kingfisher, along with other nesting and migrating songbirds can be expected. Meet at the “Y” in Oak Hill, in the
Jim’s Restaurant/Albertson’s parking lot at 6:30 am to carpool to the property. Bring a lunch and water. Some parts of the
property have fairly rugged trails, but others involve easier walking. Contact Jeff Patterson at jepbird2@austin.rr.com to
register for this field trip.

Saturday, May 22 Berry Springs Preserve (1801 CR 152, Georgetown)
8:00 am to 10:00 am This 300-acre preserve includes an old pecan orchard, open fields, riparian habitat along Berry Creek, and a clear pond
created by damming Berry Springs. Join Kathy McCormack for a walk of about two miles on concrete and crushed granite
hiking trails (ADA-accessible), listening and looking for late spring breeding birds. In addition, over a dozen species of dragonflies and damselflies should be found. No registration required. For questions, contact Kathy McCormack at VEFL21@
yahoo.com or 512-698-9880.

Tuesday, May 25 Super Tuesday! in San Marcos
7:00 am to Take a trip south to San Marcos with Deb and Lee Wallace to visit the grounds at the Aquarena Springs and walk the boardearly afternoon walk around the wetlands. We will also visit nearby lesser known birding hotspots in Hays County. Participants will carpool
from a location in South Austin. Bring a bag lunch for a picnic at one of the parks along the San Marcos River. Limited to 12
people. Contact Ken Zaslow at khz@att.net to register.

Saturday, May 29 Commons Ford Ranch Metropolitan Park
or Sunday, May 30 Come join Ed Fair and Stu Wilson or Jeff Patterson for the tail-end of spring migration at one of the most diverse parks in
Early bird start at 6:00 am the Austin Parks and Recreation Department system. We have notched around 190 species in the park, and the varied habitat
Regular start at 7:00 am always offers the opportunity for a surprise or two. Details continued on next page.
12
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TA Events - June 2010
Saturday, May 29 Commons Ford Ranch Metropolitan Park (continued from previous page)
or Sunday, May 30 Commons Ford Ranch is located only a few miles west of the intersection of Bee Caves Rd. and Loop 360. Specific directions
Early bird start at 6:00 am and further details will be provided to confirmed participants. There will be extensive walking but mostly on level ground. Bring
Regular start at 7:00 am water and snacks to make it through a full morning. Due to the popularity of these field trips, we are scheduling for both Saturday and Sunday. Beginners and experienced birders welcome. Each day’s field trip will be limited to 15 participants. Priority
for Sunday morning trip will be given to first time park visitors. These trips are always full, so please confirm your reservation early with Ed Fair at ezflaw@sbcglobal.net or 512-560-1943.

Tuesday, June 1 Two-hour Tuesday at Big Webberville Park
8 am to 10 am Ken Zaslow will lead this week’s Two-hour Tuesday at Big Webberville Park. From the intersection of Hwy. 183 and FM 969,
take FM 969 east 9 miles to the town of Webberville, approximately 20-30 minutes from downtown Austin. Three miles past the
town of Webberville turn right onto Webberwood Drive and proceed to Park Lane, the first street on your right. Turn right and
proceed to the park entrance. We will meet in the parking area near the rest rooms close to the Colorado River. Depending on the
birding we may stay longer, so bring water and some snacks. NOTE: The sign for “Webberville Park” as you enter the town of
Webberville is for Little Webberville Park which is a different park than the one described above. No registration required.

Saturday, June 5 Beginner’s Bird Walk – Northwest Park (Beverly S. Sheffield Northwest District Park)
8:00 am to 10:00 am Join Virginia Rose and Shirley LaVergne for this month’s beginner’s bird walk at Northwest Park (aka Beverly S. Sheffield

Northwest District Park). Driving Directions: from the intersection of Burnet Road and Anderson Lane, take Burnet Road to the
south about ½ mile and turn right (west) onto Pegram Avenue. Take the 2nd right (north) on Ardath Street and proceed into the
park. No registration required.

Sunday, June 6
6:30 am to 12:30 pm

Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge
Co-sponsored by TAS and Friends of Balcones Canyonlands NWR

This trip will focus on finding summer residents at the refuge. Shelia Hargis and Laurie Foss will lead participants to an area
of the refuge not open to the public. The trip will end with lunch at the Flying X ranch house where participants will be able to
purchase lunch (fundraiser for the Friends group) and learn more about the refuge and the Friends group. The trip is limited to 20
participants and reservations are required. If you’re interested, contact Laurie, lauriefoss@flywayadventures.com or 751-3677,
for more details and to make reservations.

Saturday, June 12 Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend
7 am and 4 pm Sponsored monthly by the Hornsby Bend Bird Conservatory. Contact Eric Carpenter at ecarpe@gmail.com for more information.

Sunday, June 13 Cherry Springs Ranch Bird Count
6:30 am to noon Travis Audubon has again been invited by Bill and Ann Edwards to Cherry Springs Ranch, near Spicewood, Texas. Much of

the 1000 acre property is undergoing habitat restoration, so it is important to continue to survey the resident bird species such
as Canyon Towhee, Rufous-crowned Sparrow, Painted Bunting and perhaps Golden-cheeked Warbler. Participants should meet
at the Jim’s Restaurant/Albertson’s parking lot in Oak Hill at 6:30am and be prepared to carpool to the ranch and bring a lunch.
Contact Jeff Patterson at jepbird2@austin.rr.com for more information and to register for this field trip.

Saturday, June 19 Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend
7:30 am to noon Join field trip leader Eric Stager at Austin’s premier birding site. For more information go to www.hornsbybend.org. No registration required.

Sunday, June 20 Private Property near Spicewood
6:30 am to noon Chris Harte has graciously invited Travis Audubon to his beautiful 650 acre property near Spicewood, Texas. The property is
being returned to grass savannahs and hardwood forests that would have been present 200 years ago. Many resident species can
be expected in this varied habitat. Ellen Smith will be showing TAS the property and Jeff Patterson will serve as field trip leader.
Participants should meet at the Jim’s Restaurant/Albertson’s parking lot in Oak Hill at 6:30am and be prepared to carpool to the
property and bring a lunch. Contact Jeff Patterson at jepbird2@austin.rr.com to register for this field trip, which is limited to 15
participants.

Saturday, May 29 Ecological Literacy Day at Hornsby Bend
Saturday, June 26 Every last Saturday of the month, for more information: Julia Balinsky at jwaxwing@gmail.com or Kevin Anderson, 972-1960.
TRAVIS AUDUBON
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Travis Audubon Classes
How to Attract and Care for Bluebirds a workshop by Pauline Tom

Three species of bluebird occur annually in Texas, and Eastern
Bluebirds will nest in suitable habitats in Central Texas if
appropriate cavities or nest-boxes are available. Travis Audubon
will sponsor a Bluebird Workshop conducted by nationally-known
bluebird expert Pauline Tom on Saturday morning, May 15, 2010.
Pauline is President of the Texas Bluebird Society and has
conducted popular workshops on bluebird husbandry in many
different parts of the state. She lives in Central Texas and is
widely regarded as one of the foremost experts on and advocates
for bluebirds in the state of Texas. Her workshop on May 15 will
cover the following:
- best practices for nestbox installation to attract Eastern 		
Bluebirds;
- how to recognize and improve appropriate habitat for 		
Eastern Bluebirds;
- how to interpret bluebird activity outside of the nestbox;
- how to deter predators and alien competitors;
- the process of egg-laying and incubation
- how to “age” nestlings
- recordkeeping/recordsharing with NestWatch,
During a work shop break, Pauline will take participants outdoors
to view bluebird habitat and to see Eastern Bluebirds nesting in
manmade nestboxes. Workshop fee is $15 for TAS members and
$20 for non-members. All participants may pay an additional
$15 to receive a one-year TBS membership and a TBS-approved
bluebird nestbox. Attention high school teachers: a limited
number of scholarships may be available for high school students,
Please contact Frances Cerbins at fcerbins@yahoo.com or 512372-9039 for additional details and to register for the workshop.

Introduction to Backyard Birdwatching

How many different species of birds can I attract to my yard?
What woodpeckers can I expect to see here? What is that song I
am hearing? Are there any plants that are bird magnets? If you
want to get acquainted with common backyard birds that are
here year round, summer arrivals and late migrants that are in the
neighborhood, this class is for you.
This class includes two sessions. The classroom session will be
held on Thursday evening, May 13 from 7-9 p.m. at a NW Hills
location. The following Saturday morning, May 15, from 7:3011 a.m. the second class session will be held at a Best of Texas
Backyard Wildlife Habitat in the same area, where we will do
some armchair birding and investigate bird-friendly plants. You
will have fun learning Austin’s backyard birds and what it takes to
keep them happy. In the last few years the yard has had migrating
Blackburnian, Yellow, Canada, Magnolia and other charismatic
warblers in mid-May, so we might get lucky. If time allows, we
will visit a local preserve to practice identification skills.
The class will be taught by Jane Tillman, who is the chair of the
TAS Urban Habitat Committee, a Capital Area Master Naturalist,
14
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and a Habitat Steward Host with the National Wildlife Federation.
Tuition will be $20 for TAS members, and $25 for non-members.
Class limit is 12 participants. Please contact Jane at mljt@mail.
utexas.edu for more information or to register.

Summer Class Offerings
Superzoom Digital Cameras
for Wildlife Photography

Travis Audubon Society and Anderson Mill Gardeners will cosponsor a workshop on Saturday June 5 on how to use Superzoom
Digital Cameras with Image Stabilization to enrich your birding
and outdoor experiences. These user-friendly cameras are much
smaller and lighter than DSLR cameras and also cost much less.
The Canon Powershot SXIS series, for example, has a 20X optical
zoom that provides magnification on a par with an SLR with a 600
mm telephoto lens.
Julia Land of Anderson Mill Garden Club, has been using cameras
like this to take remarkable photos of birds, butterflies and other
wildlife, and she wants to show you how simple it can be to obtain
similarly excellent results for yourself. If you are thinking of
purchasing one of these cameras for bird or wildlife photography,
or if you already own a digital camera with a zoom lens and want to
improve your technique, this workshop is for you. Julia will cover
the basic operation and advanced functions of these cameras, how
to download and manage image files, and will share examples of
her own photographs of birds and other wildlife. The workshop
will be conducted at a location and date where Golden-cheeked
Warblers will be active with recently-fledged young and may
provide photographic opportunities for participants. About two
hours of the workshop will be didactic, and another hour or more
will be experiential. Even if the warblers don’t cooperate, there will
be other outdoor subjects suitable for photographing.
The class is suitable for beginner to intermediate point and shoot
users. Workshop location is handicap accessible. Cost of the
workshop is $30. To register or for more information, contact Byron
Stone after May 1 at DrBirdie@aol.com .
For examples of Julia’s work visit http://picasaweb.google.
com/Sashapaco. A review of Superzoom cameras is available
at http://shutterbug.com/equipmentreviews/amateur_digital_
slrs/1205superzoom/index.html

TAS Hummingbird Gardening Class 2010

We are pleased to offer Mark Klym’s Gardening for Hummingbirds
class. Mark Klym is Coordinator of the Texas Hummingbird
Roundup and the Texas Wildscapes programs for Texas Parks and
Wildlife (TPWD). This class will explore native plants that are
hummingbird friendly - their characteristics and cultivation; garden
designs and maintenance tips; as well as discussing the proper use
of hummingbird feeders.
This workshop will be held Thursday evenings, July 15 and
22 (6:30-9:00 PM) in a central Austin location. More specific
information will be provided after registration. There will be a
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

field trip on the morning of July 17 to a local garden noted for
its attractive, nature-friendly landscaping. Tuition will be $40
for TAS members and $55 for non-members. Participants will
receive a Hummingbird Roundup kit from TPWD as well as
other handouts. For more information or to register for the class,
contact Frances beginning June 1 at fcerbins@yahoo.com

shorebird identification, and will view slides of the two dozen
plus shorebird species that occur regularly in Central Texas
in spring, summer and fall. Special attention will be given to
certain difficult groups such as peeps, dowitchers and the two
yellowlegs species. Class fee is $50 for TAS members, $65 for
non-members.

TAS Hummingbird Identification Class 2010

If there is sufficient interest, an optional weekend excursion to
the central coast will be available at additional cost (to cover
Byron’s expenses). For additional information, or to register for
the class, contact Byron after May 15 at DrBirdie@aol.com.

Central Texans have a wealth of hummingbirds visiting
us each year. From our nesting Ruby-throated and Black-chinned
Hummingbirds to the elusive visitors like Broad-billed
Hummingbirds and Green-breasted Mango, Central Texas
hummingbirds can be a challenge to identify. This class will
introduce the fifteen hummingbird species that have been
seen in Central Texas. Mark will discuss their ranges, habitat,
and frequency of occurrence, and will emphasize those
characteristics that can be used for effective identification, and
sounds that can be used for locating and differentiating these
birds. Each species will be examined in detail, looking at key
diagnostic features, and compared to similar, often confusing
species. Mark Klym is Coordinator of the Texas Hummingbird
Roundup and Texas Wildscapes programs for TexasParks and
Wildlife (TPWD). He is also co-author of Hummingbirds of
Texas (Texas A&M Press, 2005). No prior birding experience is
necessary. Participants will receive a Hummingbird Roundup kit
from TPWD as well as other handouts.
For the third year in a row we are pleased to announce that the
class has been extended to include an optional weekend field
trip to Ft. Davis. Two lecture sessions will be held on Thursday,
July 29 and Tuesday, August 3 (6:30 to 9:00 pm), at a central
Austin location. More specific information will be provided after
registration.
The optional West Texas field trip will be August 13 - 16. The
group will arrive on the evening of the 13th, bird all day on the
14th and 15th and return on August 16. More details about the trip
will be provided to registrants. Tuition for the class is $40 for
TAS members and $55 for non-members. In addition, class
participants will share Mark’s travel expenses on the field trip.
For more information or to register for the class, contact Byron
Stone after June 15 at drbirdie@aol.com

Introduction to Shorebird Identification

For the past 11 years, Travis Audubon’s Shorebird Identification
class has been taught by Tim Fennell. Regrettably, professional
committments will prevent Tim from teaching the class this
year. Byron Stone has offered to teach a class in Tim’s absence
this year, so that Travis Audubon can keep the shorebird drive
alive. When suitable habitat is available, Central Texas is a very
good location for shorebird study because of its position in the
central flyway. Many species of shorebirds migrate through
the central part of the continent on their way to and from arctic
breeding grounds. The classroom sessions and field trips will take
place on two Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. in late July and/
or early August at Hornsby Bend. We will cover the basics of
TRAVIS AUDUBON

Bird Drawing Workshop

Have you ever wanted to sketch an unfamiliar bird in the field
so you can identify it later, but you don’t even try because you
“couldn’t draw a stick”? Despair not! Travis Audubon Society
is once again offering a bird drawing class, and the instructor,
Linda Anderson, will show you just how much latent talent
you really have. This class will be helpful for those who just
want to make better sketches in the field, as well as serve as an
introduction for those who are more serious about becoming bird
illustrators.
Linda has taught bird drawing sessions at our Youth Birding
Camps and for the last four years she has presented workshops
for adults on the same topic. Both levels of audience were very
enthusiastic about her presentations. You will learn the language
of drawing, which is applicable to all objects, although birds
will be the focus of this workshop. The class will sharpen your
observation skills and teach you to look at birds in an entirely
new way. You will use your new skills in the very first classroom
session by beginning to draw birds. You can either purchase a
set of drawing supplies the first night of class for approximately
$10, or the instructor will provide a list of supplies that you can
purchase on your own. After you have registered for the class,
the instructor, Linda, will provide you with a supply list for the
first class.
Two classroom sessions will be held - at the AGE building,
located off 38th Street, north of the U.T. campus in the Hyde
Park area of Austin, Monday and Wednesday evenings, July
26th and 28th, 2010 , 7-9 pm. and a field trip on the morning of
Saturday, July 31 at a location to be announced. Tuition for this
class is $40 for TAS members and $55 for non-TAS members.
For more information or to register, contact Anne at anne.
wheeler@alumni.utexas.net .

TAS Odonate Identification class

Coming at the end of September - the popular odonates class
with Dr. John Abbott! Watch for details in the July/August
Signal Smoke - registration will begin in early August.
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your local Audubon chapter, Travis Audubon, by using the
Jcaloin
form at the right.Your dues will be put to use supporting loconservation, education, research projects, field trips, and

other Travis Audubon activities right here in Central Texas.
We seek your support through your membership in our local chapter. (To become a member of the national Audubon,
please go to their website at www.audubon.org. Don’t forget
to include the National Audubon Source Code of 79M7 and
the Travis Audubon Chapter code of W03, so Travis Audubon
receives credit.)

Join Travis Audubon now and support
local birds, wildlife, and their habitats.
Travis Audubon chapter members receive six issues of this
Signal Smoke newsletter, priority sign-ups on local field trips,
discounts on our educational classes, the opportunity to participate in our e-mail group and attend our wonderful monthly
lectures, and more!

To join Travis Audubon:

Make your check payable to Travis Audubon and send it with
this form to Travis Audubon, 3710 Cedar St., Box 5, Austin, TX
78705, or join on-line using any major credit card by going to
www.travisaudubon.org and clicking on Membership.
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YES! I want to enjoy the benefits of Travis Audubon chapter membership. Enroll me as a member of Travis Audubon.
Enclosed is my check for:
 $10

 $25
 $35
 $75
 $100
 $250
 $1,000

Youth Membership (up to age 18)
Individual Membership
Family Membership
Painted Bunting Membership (embroidered patch of
Painted Bunting)
Vireo Membership (Embroidered patch of Vireo, TA
car decal)
Warbler Membership (Embroidered patch of Warbler, TA car decal, 1 free class,VIP field trip)
Lifetime Membership (Special Lifetime Member
embroidered patch, T-shirt, TA car decal, Invitation
to special events,VIP field trip)

T-shirt size (for premium memberships) ________________

 This is a gift membership from ________________________
Name___________________________Phone______________
Address___________________________________________
City_______________________ State_____ Zip_ __________
Email _____________________________________________
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