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Birds, Binoculars, Migration, OH, MY!

B

aker Sanctuary hosted its first Youth
Nature Camp on March 12, 2011.
Twenty-three children representing five
elementary schools neighboring Baker Sanctuary
enthusiastically arrived for a day of connecting
to nature through hands-on activities. Their
five spectacular teachers were Baker Sanctuary
Steward Chris Murray, Charlie Ciernia and Gina
Coleman from Deer Creek Elementary, Melissa
Rothrock from TCEQ, and Cindy Sperry, City of
Austin biologist and longtime GCWA surveyor
for Baker Sanctuary. Many thanks go to these
extraordinary leaders for making this a day worth
remembering. In fact, film makers, Joan and
Hammond Hendrix of Moon Tower Productions
arrived to ensure these memories will be
preserved.
Chris Murray developed the dynamic curriculum
which is highlighted on pages 6 and 7 of this issue.

Photos, above left: Sydney L. looks pretty determined to find that bird.
Above right: Cody B. with new field guide.

We were fortunate that our first camp was attended
by such a great group of children. They remained
engaged and enthusiastic throughout the day.
Several parents sent us emails telling us how much
their children enjoyed the experience. Amber
Muttoni told her mother: “If you hadn’t picked me
up when you did, I would have died from having
so much fun.”
Travis Audubon wishes to extend its heartfelt
gratitude to the Seawell Foundation for the
opportunity to develop and offer our first Youth
Nature Camp at Baker Sanctuary. Thanks to the
Seawell Foundation the children went home
with new binoculars, field guides, and a desire to
connect with nature.
Nancy Manning

TA Monthly Meetings

Thursday, May 19 7:00 pm
Exploring the Biodiversity of South America
Speaker: Dr. Peter English

Youth Nature Campers 2011.

Photo credits: Nancy Manning

Complete meeting details on Page 9
No general meetings in
June, July or August.

Westminster Presbyterian Church
3208 Exposition Blvd. Austin,TX
Doors open at 6:30 pm for social time

Mission Statement

Travis Audubon
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an area code are local numbers in the
512 area.
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O

n May 2nd it will be fifteen years since the City of Austin and Travis
County established the Balcones Canyonlands Conservation Plan and
received a permit under the Endangered Species Act from the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service. The preserve system was established to protect the Goldencheeked Warbler, Black-capped Vireo and six cave species. The preserves have
now grown to 30,000 acres.

Directors

Travis Audubon manages our Baker Sanctuary as a member of the Balcones
Canyonlands Preserve (BCP) system. Travis Audubon was the first organization
to purchase land to save Golden-cheeked Warblers and was a leader in the
community-wide effort to put together a plan to allow development in exchange
for a preserve system. This Habitat Conservation Plan was the first multi-species
HCP in the United States.

Executive Director

The building of roads, schools, houses, and businesses has proceeded in Western
Travis County, but unlike other growing communities, we have preserved 30,000
acres. Vital water resources such as Bull Creek are also protected by these
natural areas. All of us can celebrate this huge community effort on May 13th. A
celebration will take place at Reicher Ranch, a City of Austin owned preserve on
Hwy 620 near Lakeway. Thank you to everyone who made the BCP possible!
Valarie Bristol
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Travis Audubon promotes the enjoyment, understanding,
and conservation of native birds and their habitats.
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About Signal Smoke
Subscription Information

Signal Smoke (ISSN 1931-9282), was published
11 times yearly through Volume 56, No.4, and
beginning with Volume 56, No.5, is published 6
times yearly. Subscription is a TA membership
benefit. To join, use the form on the back page
of this issue or go to www.travisaudubon.org
for an online form. For address or subscription
changes, please call 512.300.BIRD (2473) or email info@travisaudubon.org. The USPS does
not forward Signal Smoke. Copyright © 2011.
No part of this publication may be reproduced
without permission in writing from Travis
Audubon.

Newsletter Deadline

The submissions deadline is the first day of the
month preceding the first month of publication
(for example, June 1 for the July/August issue).
Submit uncopyrighted articles, announcements,
and art to Tess Sherman, tsherman1@austin.
rr.com; or mail to 210 E. Walnut Dr., Austin,
TX 78753. Submissions by email or on a CD
are preferred but not required. Call Tess at 300BIRD if you have questions.
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Save the Date

Andrew Sansom to Receive Travis Audubon’s Top Honor
AUSTIN—The Travis Audubon Society has named Andrew
Sansom, executive director of the River Systems Institute, as the
recipient of its 2011 conservation award. Sansom will be honored at
the organization’s benefit luncheon on Oct. 1.
In addition to leading the institute, which supports research, public
advocacy, and education on behalf of river systems, Sansom is also
a research professor of geography at Texas State University-San
Marcos. Sansom was formerly executive director of the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department, executive director of the Texas Nature
Conservancy and board member of the National Audubon Society.
He founded the Parks & Wildlife Foundation of Texas.

TRAVIS AUDUBON

Art Contest Winners......................15

Sansom will be presented with Travis Audubon’s Victor Emanuel
Conservation Award. Victor Emanuel of Austin is an internationally
recognized conservationist and pioneer of ecotourism.
“The Victor Emanuel Conservation Award was created to recognize
the work and dedication of an outstanding conservationist,” said
Valarie Bristol, chairman of the Travis Audubon board of directors.
“Andy is certainly one of the most respected and best known
conservationists in Texas. We are so pleased that he will accept this
award.“
For more information, contact Travis Audubon Executive Director
Nancy Manning at 300-2473, or nancy@travisaudubon.org.
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NATURALIST’S

CALENDAR

by Bill Reiner

A

photo by Robert Baumgardner

mong the most important questions biologists and ecologists
ask about a species they study are: “How many?” and
“Where are they?” Simple questions these are, but not so
easy to answer. The most straightforward way to do it is to count
each individual. Ask the staff of the U.S. Census Bureau how that
is going for them. Even humans, who can understand the value of
knowing such facts, and can be generally expected to help with
providing it, are a problem to count. For one, we have this frustrating
habit of moving around a lot.

or she hears or sees for three minutes, then drives to the next station.
Many observers work with a partner who records the data and keeps
time, to allow them to concentrate on detecting the birds.

Imagine, then, how tricky it can be to count birds or any other
wildlife, who have no mailing address, let alone any understanding
why it might be important to let humans count them. An actual
count is virtually impossible except for the smallest and most
geographically confined populations of conspicuous species. So
estimations are the rule, but even these must be thorough enough to
be anything more than wild guesses.

The BBS does not presume to be an absolute count of all the birds
within earshot or view of the routes. However, assuming that the
same observer runs the route the same way at the same time every
year, it can be a very good estimate of trends of bird populations
along the route, and – if the data are carefully extrapolated – across
the continent.

Fortunately, many birds give us a fairly easy way to count them
about this time of year – in the chorus of song that greets every
dawn. By the end of May, almost all the birds in central Texas are
in a reproductive state of mind:
finding a mate, building a nest,
incubating eggs, or raising young.
Most of them are territorial. The
breeding pair settle in a specific
area and exclude others of their
species from that area. The
territories are defended primarily
by vocalizations – especially
song. Some colonial birds, such
as Great-tailed Grackles, that do
Canyon Wren
not defend territories per se, sing
Photo courtesy of Jim & Lynn Weber
to attract a mate. So to count the
number of pairs (or at least the
territorial and courting males) of
a bird species in an area, you need only be able to hear them.

(To learn more about the BBS, see their website: www.pwrc.usgs.
gov/bbs/. Several routes in Texas, in the west and the panhandle, are
currently vacant, so if you are familiar with the vocalizations of the
birds in that area, and can spare a day each year to drive a route, your
help would be very valuable.)

There are limits to the BBS, of course. It is not an especially good
gauge of populations of birds that do not vocalize frequently –
unless they are conspicuous species such as Turkey Vultures or Barn
Swallows. Nocturnal birds such as owls and nightjars are undercounted, though the BBS routes start a half hour before sunrise, so
some are detected at the first few stations. Birds that avoid roads,
such as species dwelling in the interiors of large forests, are undercounted, as are birds of habitats avoided by road-builders, such as
wetlands. The BBS is also most useful for widespread species, and
provides little help on species of limited distribution, such as the
Golden-cheeked Warbler.
To obtain a more complete picture of the breeding bird population
at Baker Sanctuary, the Sanctuary Committee’s Baker core team
is starting a survey similar to the BBS, but on a smaller scale.
In mid-May this year, after establishing a grid of stations across
the sanctuary, a talented group of volunteers will record their
observations from those points. (They will, of course, be hiking – or
maybe crawling, in places – rather than driving to the stations.) This
project will complement the quarterly bird surveys that the Habitat
Conservation Committee began last fall.

Counting singing birds is the focus of many bird surveys. It is, for
instance, the heart of one of the longest-running, best-known, and
most-cited studies in the world, the North American Breeding Bird
Survey. Started by the eminent ornithologist Chandler Robbins,
the BBS has been going since 1966. In that year, the surveys were
conducted east of the Mississippi River, but there are now more
than 4,100 surveys across the 48 contiguous United States and
southern Canada, and the program is expanding into Alaska and
northern Canada.
Volunteers conduct most of the BBS surveys, which consist of
randomly selected auto routes connecting 50 stations a half mile
apart (so, 24.5 miles for each survey). Each route is run once a
year, usually in the month of June, and as close as possible to
the date it was surveyed the previous year. At each station the
observer stops the car, counts all adult birds of every species that he
4
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Golden-cheeked Warbler about to be banded.
Photo credit: Bill Reiner

Golden-cheeked
Warblers have been
specifically monitored
on a 100-acre plot
within the Baker
Sanctuary for several
years now. The survey
method that has been
used there is called spot
mapping. It is a more
intensive technique that
requires the observer to
hike the entirety of the
plot ten times during a
season, recording the
continued on next page
TRAVIS AUDUBON

BAKER CORE TEAM (BCT) and how YOU CAN HELP

position of each warbler
found, its movements,
and simultaneous singing
from neighboring males.
The observations are then
used not only to estimate
trends over time, but also
to determine an absolute
number of territories within
the plot. The observer also
attempts to document the
nesting success of those
territories, watching for
fledged young.
Even with this intensive
survey method, it can be
difficult to be tell one
Golden-cheeked Warbler
Golden-cheeked Warbler with leg bands
from another. Marking
Photo credit: Bill Reiner
individual birds can improve
the accuracy of the mapping. With funding from the City of Austin’s
Balcones Canyonlands Preserve program, Cindy Sperry and sanctuary
steward Chris Murray are color-banding Golden-cheeked Warblers at
the Baker Sanctuary this year. Both Cindy and Chris are experienced
with handling these birds and with applying the tiny colored leg
bands. Cindy is also assisting Chris with the spot mapping.
By being able to recognize individual warblers, we can also begin
to learn more about their survival rates, their dispersal (how far an
individual will wander), and how the habitat is divvied up among
younger and older birds. City staff have been banding warblers on
parts of the Preserve for the past two years. Fort Hood biologists
have been banding Golden-cheeked Warblers for even longer; they
coordinate the color-banding with BCP biologists to assure that no
two warblers have the same combination of bands.
The data from these exciting new projects – the quarterly bird
surveys, the breeding bird survey, and the Golden-cheeked Warbler
color-banding – should increase our understanding of the Goldencheeked Warbler and all the birds at the Baker Sanctuary.

Last year the Baker Core Team was established for developing and
facilitating a program-based adaptive land management plan at
Baker Sanctuary. This purpose will be implemented in three phases
over several years. The first phase will include an assessment of all
resources (plants, wildlife, archeological sites, water features, soils,
etc.) at Baker Sanctuary. The second phase will involve development
of the adaptive land management plan “which will state management
goals and objectives as well as action plans necessary to meet the
ecological, biological, educational, recreational, and financial goals
of Baker Sanctuary and Travis Audubon Society.” (*From Purpose of
the Baker Core Team). The third phase will implement the plan.
We need your help in a number of ways. First, we will periodically
be sending out e-blasts requesting help with vegetation surveys, bird
counts, archeological surveys, etc. Please keep an eye out for these
requests and come out to help.
Second, we need funds to aid in the assessment, management plan
development and later implementation. For example, some current
equipment needs are: DBH tapes, Densiometers, meter tapes, a 2 GB
or higher laptop, a shockproof and waterproof digital camera, and
GPS units.
To launch our fundraising we are asking you to purchase a paving
stone to help line the pathway to the Jackie Arnold Education
Center. The funds raised from the sale of these paving stones will be
earmarked for this multi-year project for Baker Sanctuary. You will
have two choices for purchasing a paving stone. The first will include
a glazed black outline of the Golden-cheeked Warbler (GCWA) along
with 1-4 lines of glazed inscription of your choice. The other choice
is a plain paver with glazed inscription only.
2 lines max

$ 75 – 4 in. x 8 in. paver with glazed inscription only

2 lines max

$100 – 8 x 8 in. paver with glazed inscription only

4 lines max

$125 – 8 x 8 in. paver with glazed inscription only

2 lines max

$200 – 8 x 8 in. paver with glazed inscription & GCWA

4 lines max

$225 – 8 x 8 in. paver with glazed inscription & GCWA

2 lines max

$300 – 8 x 12 in. paver with glazed inscription only

4 lines max

$325 – 8 x 12 in. paver with glazed inscription only

2 lines max

$400 – 8 x 12 in. paver with glazed inscription & GCWA

4 lines max

$425 – 8 x 12 in. paver with glazed inscription & GCWA

2 lines max

$500 – 8 x 16 in. paver with glazed inscription only

4 lines max

$525 – 8 x 16 in. paver with glazed inscription only

2 lines max

$600 – 8 x 16 in. paver with glazed inscription & GCWA

4 lines max

$625 – 8 x 16 in paver with glazed inscription and GCWA

To order, please contact the Travis Audubon office at 512-300-2473
or info@travisaudubon.org.

TRAVIS AUDUBON

*For the full text of the Purpose, Organizational Structure and phases
of implementation, please see our website at: www.travisaudubon.
org/new_baker.html. Then scroll down left bar and click on Baker
Core Team Purpose.
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YOUTH NATURE CAMP		
Lesson One: Identifaction
In groups, children write down as many
characteristics as they can that birds
share with other animals and which
characteristics are unique to birds. These
are recorded on the white board. The
groups “win” wooden birds for their
answers. The wooden birds are then
used to sketch the bird.
Lesson One is completed by labeling
parts of the bird. Each group learns to
use the parts of the birds to identify
their bird in their new field guides. They
confirm with their assigned teacher the
correct identification.

Bird Identification lesson. Children identify
characteristics birds share with other species
and which characteristics are unique to
birds. Then, they draw a bird from a wooden
bird they won as a team.

Cal C. drawing

Dominic S. learning
parts of birds

Lesson Two: Binoculars
Children learn the parts of binoculars.
Children label a diagram with the
correct parts.

Children then take their binoculars
to the fields and learn to use them
to identify one of the wooden birds.
Teachers hold the wooden birds at a
distance and move around so children
understand that birds don’t necessarily
sit still to be viewed!

Lesson Three: Migration

Children learn which flyway goes
over Texas. They will learn why birds
migrate. Children select a bird with
which to migrate. Children role several
dice to start their migration.This sends
them to one of 24 migration stations.
They must follow the directions on
the card at that station. They complete
the course three times. When they are
finished they discuss how many died
during migration and why; they discuss
what helped birds to survive migration.
One of the twenty-four migration stations

6
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Noah L. demonstrating how to play the
migration game

TRAVIS AUDUBON

		 MARCH 12, 2011
Lesson Four: Habitat

Children learn about where animals find food, water, and shelter
and that these three things are provided by an animal’s habitat.
Next, children form two parallel lines about 20 yards apart.
One line plays the role of the birds and one line plays the role
of food, water, and shelter. When a bird is looking for food,
for instance, the signal the child will display is to place their
hands over their stomach. For shelter they must flap their wings
(arms.) Water requires hands over their mouths.
Students turn their backs to one another in their lines. They pick
their signal and then display it. The birds fly to the matching
habitat component and tag it and the tagged child becomes a
bird. Those birds that cannot find a match become a habitat
component. The teacher keeps track and plots the number of
surviving birds on a graph.

“Birds” that died during migration for lack of food, water or shelter.

Lesson Five:
The Golden-Cheeked Warbler

Applying earlier lessons, children learn what food
and shelter the Golden-cheeked Warbler needs to
survive. Children learn the limiting factors (Ashe
Juniper bark for nests, oak trees nearby to provide
insects for food, territory space, enough water.)
Children learn why the males defend their
territories. The song of the Golden-cheeked
Warbler is played so the kids learn to identify
them by sound.
Photo courtesy of Jennifer Blair

Lesson Six: The Hike

Children embark on a 2-hour hike on one
of the several trails at Baker Sanctuary in
search of the Golden-cheeked Warbler and
will learn about the habitat on the way.

Article by Nancy Manning
Photo credits, except where
noted, Nancy Manning

TRAVIS AUDUBON

Sydney Levine teaching us a
thing or two

Hiking the Green Trail
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Volunteer of the Month

Our Donors

O

ur Annual Appeal total as of
3/31/2011 was $8,085. We extend
our deepest gratitude to all our Donors
– your support is critical to the ongoing
conservation and education efforts of
Travis Audubon.

Warbler

Nicole Netherton

Vireo

Nancy Sue Hall & Carol Ray Hall
Lynn Hill & John Deigh
Adrienne Inglis
Barbara Kyse
Monica Maeckle-Rivard
Andrew & Nona Sansom
Bob & Jean Warneke
John (Ted) Whatley

Painted Bunting

Jon M. Donaldson & Mary Rocamora
Barbara Felkins & Jimmy Stanley
Patti Gallagher
Karen McMackin & Michael Tolbert
Clarese Walker
Maria Weber

Unrestricted

Allen W. Becker
Lynn Box
Oskar & Frances Cerbins
Charles Davis & Sandra MacMurtrie
Guy Eroncig
Ann Gardner
Lynn Hill & John Deigh
Ingrid Huskey
Junior League of Austin
Mary Kelly & Richard Lowerre
Barry Lyon
Kevin Mackie
Bert Piboin, Jr.
Alec Rhodes
Nancy Ryerson
Valeria B. Schroeter

Stuart P. Shipnes & Family
The Dirt Club
Westlake Hills Garden Club

Baker Sanctuary

Hill Country Conservancy
Miranda Van Doren

Chaetura Canyon

Susie Aguirre
June Apprill
Jacque Austin
Janet Brownell
David Croft
Craig Damuth
Bill & Ann Edwards
Jenny Falkenberg
Lynn Hill
Caroline Jones
Clif & Brenda Ladd
Jen LeGrange
Judy Loving
Mark Lyon
Jeffery Mundy
Nancy Newfield
Karen Pollard
Jorjana Price
Carol Scott
Teri Siegenthaler
Ellen Smith
Kay Smith
Ron Smith
Jane Tillman
Tina Turk
Susie Ward
Linda Williams
Wyvel Williams III
Nancy Winfield

Memorial Gift in honor of
Marjorie Adams
Dorothy Buck

Memorial Gift in honor of
Zeb H. Fitzgerald
Gene & Lynn Majors

Business Members
Travis Audubon is delighted to
recognize its Business Members:
Powell, Ebert & Smolik, PC
Charles J Stephens, Prudential Texas Realty
To learn about the benefits of supporting Travis Audubon
as a Business Member, please go to www.travisaudubon.
org and click on Business Member, or contact Travis
Audubon at 512.300.BIRD (2473).
8
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Tribute Gift in honor
of Jim Thatcher
Elizabeth Gibson

Matching Gifts

Dell Direct Giving
Campaign

Annual Appeal
Wesley Lokken

A

pril Nguyen joined us in the fall of 2010 as a volunteer office
assistant, and has
since proved to be
invaluable. Her tasks
are many and varied:
she assembles our
new member packets,
maintains our online event calendars,
updates information
in our checklists,
and provides general
office support. We
truly appreciate
April’s good nature,
dedication, and
April Nguyen. Photo credit: Nancy Manning
efficiency.
“I attended a business college in Iowa and studied to be a travel
agent. I was very interested in travel at the time. We moved to
Austin from Iowa, after my husband got a job here. I chose to
volunteer with Travis Audubon because I was searching for a
volunteer opportunity and noticed that volunteers were needed on
the Travis Audubon website, which I enjoy visiting from time to
time. As for hobbies, I enjoy hiking, nature watching, reading, and
classic movies. I also enjoy birding. My favorite bird is the Redheaded Woodpecker. I find McKinney Falls State Park is a nice
place to bird.” - April Nguyen

Our committees work hard to make a difference.
Take a look at the volunteer hours clocked by our committees
in 2010:
Adult Education
246
Meetings		
Publicity Preparation
Registrars		
Class Preparation
Conservation		
Meetings		
Programs		
Field Trips		
Field Trip Leading
Meeting/Planning
Hornsby Bend		
Urban Habitat		
Chaetura Canyon		
Sanctuaries		
Youth Education		
Outreach		
Communications		
Office Volunteers

Total Hours

72
24
100
50
400
100
300
650
400
250
786
224
132
504
n/a
50
423
111

3526

Don’t forget about our shopping
partners - Soup Peddler, Eagle Optics,
and Randalls. Visit our website at www.
travisaudubon.org/ShoppingPage.html to
learn how to shop for Travis Audubon.
TRAVIS AUDUBON

Monthly Meeting Information
Travis Audubon Regular Monthly Meeting - 7:00 pm

(doors open at 6:30 pm for social time, 7:00 pm for announcements, speaker at 7:15 pm)
NOTE: New permanent location for general membership meetings - Westminster Presbyterian Church at
3208 Exposition Blvd. Austin TX 78703 512-459-5497
Directions: From Mopac, take the 35th street exit and go west on 35th to Exposition Blvd. Turn left on Exposition and go approximately two
blocks to Carlton Lane. The church sits on the corner of Carlton and Exposition. Drive down Carlton past the church to the parking lot on
your left. We will be meeting in rooms 9 and 10 and refreshments will be provided. No monthly meetings are held during June, July, August,
or December.

May 19 2011

Exploring the biodiversity of Souh America
Speaker: Dr. Peter English

S

outh America is among the most exciting birding destinations
on the planet. From the lush lowland rainforests to the diverse
mountain cloud forests to the harsh highlands, birders from
around the globe flock here to see the incredible diversity. This
talk will sample from the different ecological zones and explain
the organization behind the diversity - making the overwhelming
number of species a little more manageable.
Birders of all levels will enjoy the talk. Peter English has spent
decades working and conducting research in Central and South
America, and will share his insights and enthusiasm in an easy-todigest talk full of pictures and sounds. His talk last May was well
received, and we are pleased to have Dr. English back for another
meeting.

Dr. English graduated from Williams College and later received his
Ph.D. in Zoology from the UT-Austin in 1998. He has studied birds
for over 30 years and has extensive experience both as a researcher
and an ecotourism professional. As a Watson Fellow he spent two
years working with conservation groups in Costa Rica, Ecuador,
Venezuela, and Brazil. As a Fulbright Scholar he studied the ecology
of mixed-species bird flocks in Amazonian Ecuador. Since 1987,
Dr. English has been a tour leader for Victor Emanuel Nature Tours,
a premier bird-oriented nature tour company. He has published
articles on new bird discoveries in the Amazon Basin, authored an
audio cassette and three CDs on bird calls in Ecuador and Peru, and
spent six years as the CEO of a non-profit organization based in
Washington DC that used ecotourism lodges to support conservation
efforts in Peru, Ecuador, Bolivia, and Brazil. He is most proud of his
work developing the Napo Wildlife Center, which protects 80 square
miles of Yasuni National Park in Ecuador, recently shown to be the
most biodiverse location on earth. Dr. English is currently a lecturer
at the University of Texas at Austin.

BIRD-A-THON MAY 7 – MAY 15

B

y the time this
issue of our
newsletter arrives
in your hands, the
hottest Bird-a-thon
ever will be close
at hand. Join the
competition as it
heats up this year by registering your team and sending out your emails for
pledges. To register just contact Nancy at the TA office at 300-2473 (BIRD)
or by email: nancy@travisaudubon.org. Print out the packet on our website
for email samples you can send to your friends and relatives asking for
support of our conservation and education programs through their pledges.
You can find the packet right here: www.travisaudubon.org/files/Birdathon_
Packet_2011.pdf.
Don’t forget that this year’s prizes are spectacular. Take a look at the prizes
on our website here: www.travisaudubon.org/BirdathonPrizes2011.html.
Join the fun, support our conservation and education programs and introduce
your friends to Bird-a-thon 2011.
TRAVIS AUDUBON

In Memoriam

Betty Rogers notified us that Lifetime
Travis Audubon member, Tom Hill, passed
away on March 19th. Tom served as an
instructor for Texas Parks and Wildlife in
hunters’ education, was a member of the
Austin Astronomical Society, and was
an emeritus member of the American
Association of Physics Teachers. He was
an Eagle Scout and served as scoutmaster
and merit badge counselor for 35 years,
until 2009. During his adult life, he helped
many people by donating 109 units of
blood to medical area blood banks. Betty
mentioned that Tom’s last Travis Audubon
outing was the Baker Open House last
year, which he enjoyed immensely.
S I G N A L S M O K E / May/Jun 2011
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Notes from Chaetura Canyon

M

igration to Chaetura Canyon began on February 13th when
nine enthusiastic volunteers showed up for our second
annual Stewardship Day. After a hearty breakfast and trail
walk we tackled all of the brush piles on one of the sanctuary’s new
property acquisitions. After three hours of hauling brush UP hill out
of the canyon, a pile measuring 5’ x 7’ x 30’ long awaited chipping
for use on the trails. Work was followed by lunch on the deck.
Thanks to all who participated!

One month later on March 13th we hosted the Education
Committee’s Chimney Swift
Tower Workshop. All of the
components for a 12-foot tall
Chimney Swift tower were
completed during the three hour
class. This tower will eventually
be installed at Blair Woods
(hopefully later this year).
We are waiting for additional
funding so that it can be a
kiosk design like the towers at
Hornsby Bend, Pedernales Falls
State Park, and Mayfield Park,
to name a few. The kiosk will
allow for educational material to
be displayed around the tower.

eggs. Forty-one of those eggs hatched and 36 hatchlings survived
to maturity and fledged.
The maintenance was competed just in time for the first swift
arrival on March 27. A single individual circled the residence and
entered the tower constructed on the north side of the residence.
The following evening, seven birds cavorted in the northwesterly
winds of an evening arrival of a cold front. Two birds were
observed on the surveillance cameras in the southern house tower
side by side with their heads touching each other. Each successive
evening recorded additional swifts which preferred the northern
tower for their evening roost.
Another season of optimism has
begun.
Second Saturday Swift Watch at
Chaetura Canyon begins in May,
so watch for the TA e-blasts or
check the TA website for dates and
times of these popular events.

Errata: The third photo in the
last issue of Signal Smoke was
in fact a Blue-headed Vireo and
not a Pine Warbler as many of
you pointed out. (However, no
prizes were awarded!) As in many
locations around the Austin area
Part of the Tower Workshop
Stewardship participants, photo credit: Paul Kyle
there actually was a Pine Warbler
protocol is to investigate one of
at Chaetura Canyon for most of the
the towers at Chaetura Canyon and determine the nesting success of
winter. We simply sent in the wrong photo file. Our mistake – our
the previous season. Work on this tower completed investigation and
apologies.
maintenance of all the 16 canyon towers. During the breeding season
Georgean and Paul Kyle,
of 2010, 12 of the 16 available structures available to Chimney
Chaetura Canyon Sanctuary Stewards
Swifts were utilized by the birds. The pairs produced a total of 63

Left: Tower workshop participants, beginning
Right: Tower workshop participants, finished
Photo credits: Georgean Kyle
10
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Baker Sanctuary News

S

pring has been announced with the flowering of the
Redbuds at Baker. All along the North Trail, Redbuds can
be spotted in bloom, standing out amongst the bare trees
and the junipers, sometimes
accentuated by a carpet of
Golden Groundsel. With the
spring comes an increase in
activity, most visible in the
early blooming flowers as well
as the return of many migrants,
including the Golden-cheeked
Warbler. On March 5th, a small
crew of volunteers braved the
early morning cold, wind, and
a spattering of rain and hail to
help weed and mulch the native
plant garden at JAEC (Jackie
Trailer Redbud
Arnold Education Center.).
Working diligently from nine
to noon, a good deal of the
garden was reclaimed from the
claws of the ever-persistent
KR Bluestem and replaced
with eleven cubic yards of
native hardwoods mulch. As
a reward for their efforts, the
volunteers were treated to the
first detected Golden-cheeked
Warbler song of the year at
Baker as a male flitted about
behind the JAEC, establishing
his territory and announcing
his presence to any and all
JAEC Volunteer Day
interested females.
Golden-cheeked Warblers
will be the focus of a new
research project beginning this
spring that will increase our
knowledge of Baker Sanctuary
and allow for more informed
land management decisions
in the future. Working with
biologists from the City
of Austin, USFS, and the
University of Missouri, a study
has been implemented among
Balcones Canyonlands Preserve
(BCP) partners. The study will
Great Horned Owl
Photo credits: Christopher Murray

TRAVIS AUDUBON

address such questions as the number of pairs found on the BCP,
whether the population is viable and self-sustaining, the ability
of the BCP to sustain a viable population over the long-term, and
determining the carrying capacity for each
macrosite, among other concerns. Over
the next several years, biologists will be
performing intensive point counts (listening
for singing birds), color-banding males,
searching for nests, and determining nesting
success to help answer these questions.
This is a study where TA members can
participate by birding at Baker, so if you
have a pair of binoculars, a GPS unit, and
color vision, shoot me an email or give me
a call and we can get you started.
By March 12th, Golden-cheeked Warblers
were well in attendance over the entire
sanctuary, just in time for the first Youth
Nature Camp. In our inaugural year,
we welcomed 4th and 5th grade students
from all over Leander ISD to learn about
birding, migration, native habitats, and,
of course, Golden-cheeked Warblers.
From nine to noon students vigorously
participated in activities at the JAEC
designed to make the learning experience
fun as well as full of valuable content.
In the afternoon, students broke off into
small groups and were led on a hike
by adult volunteers to give them an
opportunity to apply all they had learned
and to hopefully interpret the landscape
and wildlife with more knowledgeable
eyes. While my group heard three
Golden-cheeked Warblers, they were
most impressed with a large pile of
hirsute coyote poo they found in the
middle of the Baker Springs trail. While
it was outstanding for its sheer hairiness,
the discovery of a small scrap of nylon
collar within the pile made for a lesson
about the Circle of Life they will not soon
forget. Baker Sanctuary never fails to
surprise and, as spring fades into summer,
I’m sure more discoveries will be around
the corner.
			
Christopher Murray,
Baker Sanctuary Steward
512-219-8425
christophermurra@hotmail.com
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TA Events - May 2011

Tuesday, May 3
7:00 am to early
afternoon

Super Tuesday! in San Marcos

Led by Deb and Lee Wallace. Take a trip south to San Marcos with a good chance to see spring migrants. We will visit the grounds and
wetlands at the Aquarena Springs as well as lesser known birding hotspots in Hays County. Participants will carpool from a location in
South Austin. Bring a bag lunch for a picnic at one of the parks along the San Marcos River. Limited to 12 people. Contact Ken Zaslow
at khz@att.net to register.

Saturday, May 7 Beginner’s Bird Walk at Richard Moya Park
7:30 am to 10:00 am This month’s Beginner’s walk will take place at Richard Moya Park near Bergstrom airport. Take Hwy 183 south past Hwy 71. Turn
left on Burleson Rd. After about a mile take the first park entrance on your right, just after a yellow blinking light. No registration
required.

Sunday, May 8 Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge,
7:00 am to 11:30 am Co-sponsored by TAS & Friends of Balcones Canyonlands NWR

Participants will visit the Gainer tract of the refuge. The Gainer tract has a variety of habitats including grasslands, woodlands, and
oak shinnery. We’ll be looking and listening for any migrants that are still in the area and for breeding birds. We may also see and hear
Golden-cheeked Warblers and Black-capped Vireos. The trip is moderately strenuous and will include walking for approximately four
hours on rocky, hill country terrain. The trip is limited to 15 participants and reservations are required. If you’re interested, reserve your
spot online at www.friendsofbalcones.org. For further questions, contact Diane Sherrill at nativeearthscapes@gmail.com or 259-0270.

Tuesday, May 10 Super Tuesday! at the Berry Springs Park
7:00 am to 11:30 am Led by Dan Callaway. Visit this relatively new 300 acre park and preserve located on Berry Creek in Williamson County. There are

excellent trails through wetlands, and open grasslands scattered with Pecan trees. Migration is still ongoing, so who knows what we
will see. Bring a bag lunch for a picnic in the park at a covered pavilion. Participants will carpool from a North Austin location. Limited
to 14 people. Contact Ken Zaslow at khz@att.net to register.

Saturday, May 14 Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend
7:00 am and 4:00 pm Sponsored monthly by the Hornsby Bend Bird Conservatory. All levels of birders are welcome and no registration is required. Contact
Eric Carpenter at ecarpe@gmail.com for more information. Survey birds in the morning and/or join the diehards in the afternoon to
search for birds missed earlier.

Saturday, May 14 Commons Ford Extended Field Trip
5:45 am to 3:00 pm Join park aficionado Ed Fair at Commons Ford Ranch Metropolitan Park (614 N. Commons Ford Rd.), one of the most interesting

parks in the Austin PARD system. We have chalked up over 200 species in the park including an impressive 117 during May alone.
This field trip is not for the faint of heart, or weak of muscle. Our lofty goal will be to shoot for 100 species in one day, and there will
be extensive walking. You will need binoculars, snacks, lunch, liquids, repellant, sunscreen, stamina and a good attitude. Registration is
limited to 15 participants and these field trips absolutely fill quickly, so we encourage you to register early. To register contact Ed Fair
at ezflaw@sbcglobal.net. Full details will be provided just prior to the field trip.

Tuesday, May 17 Two-hour Tuesday! at Commons Ford Park
6:30 am to 10:30 am Led by Ken Zaslow. This 215-acre former ranch is a favorite of bird watchers with more than 200 bird species having been sighted

there. We will be walking into the park, so we will meet at a nearby location and carpool to the limited parking area outside of the gate.
Limited to 12 people. Contact Ken Zaslow at khz@att.net to register.

Saturday, May 21 Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend
7:30 am to noon Join Jean Martin and Jane Tillman to explore Austin’s premier birding site. For more information go to www.hornsbybend.org. All
levels of birders are welcome and no registration is required.

Saturday, May 21 Cherry Springs Ranch Bird Count
6:30 am to noon Travis Audubon has again been invited by Bill and Ann Edwards to Cherry Springs Ranch, near Spicewood, Texas to continue to sur-

vey the resident bird species such as Canyon Towhee, Rufous-crowned Sparrow, Painted Bunting and perhaps Golden-cheeked Warbler.
Participants should meet at the Jim’s Restaurant/Albertson’s parking lot in Oak Hill at 6:30am and be prepared to carpool to the ranch.
Bring water and a picnic lunch. Contact Jeff Patterson at jepbird@att.net or 512-487-2755 for more information and to let him know
you are coming.

Saturday, May 21 Berry Springs Preserve
8:00 am to 11:00 am Join Kathy McCormack at this 300-acre preserve which includes an old pecan orchard, open fields, riparian habitat along Berry Creek,

and a clear pond created by damming Berry Springs. We’ll be walking about two miles on concrete and crushed granite hiking trails
(ADA-accessible) listening and looking for late spring breeding birds – for example, 6 Eastern Bluebird nest boxes in the park have
been very successful, and we may get lucky and see one of the half-dozen Yellow-billed Cuckoos or Summer Tanagers that will be calling. No registration required. For questions, contact Kathy McCormack at VEFL21@yahoo.com or 512-698-9880.

Tuesday, May 31 Super Tuesday! at Buescher State Park
5:45 am to noon Led by Terry Banks. Explore the Lost Pines of Bastrop County, looking for Pileated and Hairy Woodpecker, a variety of nesting

Warblers, and other eastern species that are rare in Travis County. Participants will meet at a central location and carpool. Bring a bag
lunch. Limited to 14 people. Contact Terry Banks at 55bluebirds@att.net to register.
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TA Events - June 2011
Saturday, Jun 4 Beginners’ Bird Walk Northeast Metro Park
7:30 am to 10:00 am Led by Virginia Rose and Judith Bailey. This county park is located at 2703 Pecan St. in Pflugerville. Go north on 130 from Austin,
left on Pecan St. and then take an immediate left into the park. Park near the main pavilion and rest rooms after turning right at the
circle. From Pflugerville, go east on Pecan St. and right into the park. No registration required.

Tuesday, Jun 7 Two-hour Tuesday at at Big Webberville Park
7:30 am to 9:30 am Led by Ken Zaslow. From the intersection of Hwy. 183 and FM 969, take FM 969 east 9 miles to the town of Webberville, approxi-

mately 20-30 minutes from downtown Austin. Three miles past the town of Webberville turn right onto Webberwood Drive and
proceed to Park Lane, the first street on your right. Turn right and proceed to the park entrance. We will meet in the parking area
near the rest rooms close to the Colorado River. Depending on the birding we may stay longer, so bring water and some snacks.
NOTE: The sign for “Webberville Park” as you enter the town of Webberville is for Little Webberville Park which is a different park
than the one described above. No registration required.

Saturday, Jun 11 Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend
7:00 am and 4:00 pm Sponsored monthly by the Hornsby Bend Bird Conservatory. All levels of birders are welcome and no registration is required. Con-

tact Eric Carpenter at ecarpe@gmail.com for more information. Survey birds in the morning and/or join the diehards in the afternoon
to search for birds missed earlier.

Sunday, Jun 12 Birding Cow Creek Road by Bike,
6:30 am to 12:30 pm Co-sponsored by TAS & Friends of Balcones Canyonlands NWR

Join Shelia Hargis and Laurie Foss for a birding adventure by bicycle along Cow Creek Road. Cow Creek Road is roughly seven
miles of hilly pavement that runs along Cow Creek and past several Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge tracts. The scenery is amazing and the birding is great. Birding the road by bike allows you to hear and see what’s happening around you much better
than in a vehicle. In June we expect to see Yellow-billed Cuckoo, White-eyed Vireo, Western Scrub-Jay, Common Raven, Canyon
Wren, Summer Tanager, Rufous-crowned Sparrow, Lark Sparrow, Painted Bunting, and other species. If we’re really lucky, we’ll
hear Golden-cheeked Warblers. The trip is limited to 10 participants and reservations are required. If you’re interested, reserve your
spot online at www.friendsofbalcones.org. After you register, you will receive more details on the trip. For further questions, contact
Laurie at lauriefoss@flywayadventures.com or 751-3677.

Saturday, Jun 18 Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend
7:30 am to noon Kristi Harms and Craig Rasmussen will lead this month’s trip to Austin’s premier birding site. For more information go to www.
hornsbybend.org. All levels of birders are welcome and no registration is required.

Readers are encouraged to visit the Field Trips section at www.travisaudubon.org for complete trip details
and possible updates. Although emails to the registrar are preferred, those who do not have email access
can register for any field trip by phoning Jeff Patterson at 512-487-2755.

STORY TIME

Please send in your stories and pictures from field trips and Travis Audubon events!
We are developing our new website and we would love to have a section devoted to
member stories and photos. Send your stories and pictures to Kathryn at kathryn@
travisaudubon.org or you can post them to our Facebook and Twitter pages. You can
also send hard copies to Travis Audubon, 3710 Cedar St, Box 5, Austin, TX 78705.

TRAVIS AUDUBON
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Travis Audubon Classes
TAS Hummingbird Identification Class 2011

Introduction to Shorebird Identification

Central Texans have a wealth of hummingbirds visiting us
each year. From our nesting Ruby-throated and Black-chinned
Hummingbirds to the elusive visitors like Broad-billed
Hummingbirds and Green-breasted Mango, Central Texas
hummingbirds can be a challenge to identify. This class will
introduce the fifteen hummingbird species that have been seen in
Central Texas. Mark Klym will discuss their ranges, habitat, and
frequency of occurrence, and will emphasize those characteristics
that can be used for effective identification, and sounds that can
be used for locating and differentiating these birds. Each species
will be examined in detail, looking at key diagnostic features,
and compared to similar, often confusing species.

Byron Stone will again be teaching the TA Shorebird Identification
class. When suitable habitat is available, Central Texas is a very
good location for shorebird study because of its position in the
central flyway. Many species of shorebird migrate through the
central part of the continent on their way to and from arctic breeding
grounds. The classroom sessions and field trips will take place
on two Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. in late July and/or early
August in Southeast Austin. We will cover the basics of shorebird
identification, and will view slides of the two dozen plus shorebird
species that occur regularly in Central Texas in spring, summer and
fall. Special attention will be given to certain difficult groups such
as peeps, dowitchers, and the two yellowlegs species.

Mark Klym is Coordinator of the Texas Hummingbird Roundup
and Texas Wildscapes programs for Texas Parks and Wildlife
(TPWD). He is also co-author of Hummingbirds of Texas (Texas
A&M Press, 2005). No prior birding experience is necessary.
Participants will receive a Hummingbird Roundup kit from
TPWD as well as other handouts. The class will include an
optional weekend field trip to Ft. Davis. Two lecture sessions will
be held on weekday evenings in July and/or early August at a
central Austin location. The optional West Texas field trip will be
held in August.

Class fee is $50 for TAS members, $65 for non-members.

Tuition for the class is $40 for TAS members and $55 for nonmembers. In addition, field trip participants will share Mark’s
travel expenses. For more information or to register for the class,
contact Jane Tillman after June 1 at mljt@mail.utexas.edu.

In August an optional weekend excursion to the central coast will be
available at an additional cost (to cover Byron’s expenses.)
For additional information, or to register for the class, contact Byron
after June 15 at DrBirdie@aol.com.

TAS Education Committee would like to thank REI and
Hornsby Bend for providing classroom space for some
of our classes. The space is very comfortable and their
generosity saves a lot on the costs of putting on the
classes. Many thanks.

It’s Workplace Giving Season

S

upport the environment and Travis Audubon through workplace
giving! If you are a federal, state, county, or city employee – or
an employee of many other public and private organizations – you
can give to Travis Audubon Society via our workplace giving
federation, EarthShare of Texas.
If you are a City of Austin, State, or Federal employee, look for the
Audubon Foundation of Texas’ code number under the EarthShare
of Texas heading in workplace giving campaign literature at all
state agencies (035544), federal agencies (81751), and at the City of
Austin (1806).
Follow the link posted on our website’s home page (www.
travisaudubon.org/workplace_giving.html) to see the complete
listing of corporations and other governmental agencies that
participate in Earth Share.
If your employer is on this list, please take this opportunity to
support Travis Audubon by participating in your employer’s Earth
Share program. In Texas, the Earth Share funds for Audubon go to
the Audubon Foundation of Texas, which then distributes the funds
between chapters such as Travis Audubon.
14
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Hornsby Bend Report

Our crown jewel birding hotspot in Austin has had us busy this Spring.
We have
been working
with the
Austin Water
Utility on
lowering
pond levels
for migrating
shorebirds
and summer
nesters.
Many
hours have
been spent
expanding
the Purple
Martin
colony at the
Andy Balinsky, Peg Wallace, Julia Balinsky and Ellen
CER. We now
Prediger after one of several hard working days on the
have housing for
Purple Martin colony at Hornsby Bend.
up to 74 martin
Photo credit: Kevin Anderson
nests. The last
Saturday of each month on Eco Lit Day we work to maintain trails and
care for the gardens. There is an added bonus for those who show up
to pitch in and give back to Hornsby. After our work is complete we
enjoy the air-conditioned auditorium while feasting on a potluck lunch
and watching a narrated slide show of birds of Colombia seen by the
Balinskys on their recent trip to the birdiest country in the world. On
the May 28 Eco Lit Day Claude Morris will be presenting his beautiful
photos.

Celebrate Urban Birds
Art Contest Winners

Artwork above by Veronica
Thomas. Artwork to the right
by Nini.
Artwork below by Daeton
Smalls.

Please consider joining us for the 1st Saturday River Bird Survey
kayaking down the Colorado River lead by Claude Morris, the 2nd
Saturday Bird Survey lead by Eric Carpenter, the 3rd Saturday Field
Trip and the last Saturday Eco Lit work day/potluck/slide show.
Please remember when birding at Hornsby to pull cars well off the
roadways so that plant workers can easily pass. For more information
on Hornsby Bend, please contact Julia at jwaxwing(at)gmail.com.
Julia Balinsky

Visit our website to see all
contest submissions

“Austin’s Nest Finder Since 1990”

Charles J Stephens, REALTOR®, GRI
3303 Northland Dr., Ste. 100
Austin, TX 78731

Direct: 512-287-9304
E-mail: Charles@CharlesJStephens.com
www.CharlesJStephens.com

Tell me you saw this ad in Signal Smoke
and I’ll donate 25% of the profits to Travis
Audubon.

TRAVIS AUDUBON
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Dated Material - DO NOT DELAY

Visit the Travis Audubon Web site:
www.travisaudubon.org

Travis

Audubon

oin your local Audubon chapter, Travis Audubon, by using the
Jconservation,
form at the right.Your dues will be put to use supporting local
education, research projects, field trips, and other
Travis Audubon activities right here in Central Texas. We seek
your support through your membership in our local chapter.

To become a member of National Audubon, please go to their
website at www.audubon.org. Don’t forget to include the National Audubon Source Code of 79M7 and the Travis Audubon
Chapter code of W03, so Travis Audubon receives credit.

Join Travis Audubon now and support
local birds, wildlife, and their habitats.
Travis Audubon chapter members receive six issues of the Signal
Smoke newsletter, priority sign-ups on local field trips, discounts
on our educational classes, the opportunity to participate in our
e-mail group, attend our wonderful monthly lectures, access to
our three sanctuaries, and more!

To join Travis Audubon:

Make your check payable to Travis Audubon and send it with this
form to Travis Audubon, 3710 Cedar St., Box 5, Austin, TX 78705,
or join on-line using any major credit card by going to
www.travisaudubon.org and clicking on Membership.
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YES! I want to enjoy the benefits of Travis Audubon chapter
membership. Enroll me as a member of Travis Audubon.
Enclosed is my check for:
 $10

 $25
 $35
 $75
 $100
 $250
 $1,000

Youth Membership (up to age 18)
Individual Membership
Family Membership
Painted Bunting Membership (embroidered patch of
Painted Bunting)
Vireo Membership (Embroidered patch of Vireo)
Warbler Membership (Embroidered patch of Warbler,
one free class, VIP field trip)
Lifetime Membership (Special Lifetime Member
embroidered patch, T-shirt, Invitation to special events,
VIP field trip)

T-shirt size (for Lifetime memberships) ________________

 This is a gift membership from ________________________
Name___________________________Phone______________
Address___________________________________________
City_______________________ State_____ Zip_ __________
Email _____________________________________________
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