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Scissortail Flycatcher, Photo credit: Jim DeVries

Bird Survey at Baker Sanctuary,
a Rousing Success

T

wenty enthusiastic birders participated in the first
“Make Your Birding Count” survey at Baker Sanctuary
on September 19. Thirty-six species of birds were
documented. Most were the expected resident birds but a few
migrants were observed: Broad-winged Hawk, Mississippi
Kite, White-faced Ibis (definitely a new species for the
sanctuary!) and Nashville
Warbler to name a few.
All sightings and number
of birds were entered
into eBird for use by our
Sanctuary Committee as
they develop a management
plan for Baker. The data
is also available through
eBird to others doing avian
research.

The surveys, a
collaboration between
the Conservation
Committee and the
Sanctuary Committee,
will initially occur
quarterly with our
intention being to work
up to monthly surveys.
Our second survey will happen on February 20 so mark your
calendar and join us for another adventure at Baker Sanctuary.
More details to follow in January’s newsletter. Thank you to all
who participated in our inaugural survey.
Shelia Hargis
Above left, preparing for the count. Photo credit: Shelia Hargis.
Carolina Chickadee Photo credit: Gideon McClure.

Looking Back...

I

t has been a very bright year for Travis Audubon. We have
begun many new initiatives such as implementing The Open
Standards for the Practice of Conservation at Blair Woods
and the initiation of a multi-year assessment at Baker Sanctuary.
We have begun expansion of Chaetura Canyon and have taken on
the enormous task of developing an overall education program for
our sanctuaries. We hired Christopher Murray as Baker Sanctuary
Steward, Gail Buxton as Office Administrator and Megan Taylor
as Volunteer Coordinator. We are fortunate to have two extremely
competent communications interns, Anna Sherlock and Kathryn
McAuley, who have delighted us with their creative abilities. Our
committees are going gangbusters with new programs.
If you have not had an opportunity to review our Annual Report,
please take a look on our website on the “About Us” page. To
have as much fun as we are having, join a committee or become
involved in one of our great volunteer opportunities.
And when you receive the Travis Audubon Annual Appeal letter,
please give generously to support the growth of our education and
conservation programs.
Nancy Manning

TA Monthly Meetings
Thursday, Nov 18 7:00 pm
The Albatross and the Fish:
Conserving the Ocean Wanderer
Speaker: Robin Doughty

Thursday, Dec 16
Travis Audubon Holiday Potluck
Watch for details online and in
your email

Complete meeting details on Page 9
Westminster Presbyterian Church
3208 Exposition Blvd. Austin,TX
Doors open at 6:30 pm for social time
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L

ife looks so much better in a glorious fall in Central Texas. Birds are
migrating, fall flowers add color and provide food for hummingbirds and
insects. Northern winds carry hawks, vultures, geese, and ducks overhead
with their distinctive flights and sounds.
On the ground Travis Audubon members are working on our three sanctuaries
to improve their service as good habitat. Volunteers continue to remove invasive
species (waxleaf ligustrum, chinaberry, privet etc.) while planting with native
plants at Blair Woods. A habitat committee has been formed to work with Chris
Murray, Baker Sanctuary steward, to inventory everything on the property using
scientific protocols. This baseline will then be reviewed to plan the work to
keep and improve the life on the 690 acres for all the plants, birds and animals.
At Chaetura Canyon the focus is on adding adjacent lots to the sanctuary and
members are donating to make that happen.

Valarie Bristol

Baker Sanctuary Steward

Christopher Murray

From the Travis Audubon President

				

Travis Audubon is alive with so much activity on so many fronts and it is fun. I
hope each of you finds a good fit for your energy and puts birds high on your list
of work worthy of your time and dollars.

Volunteer/Membership Director
Megan Taylor

Travis Audubon promotes the enjoyment, understanding,
and conservation of native birds and their habitats.
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Newsletter Deadline

The submissions deadline is the first day of the
month preceding the first month of publication
(for example, June 1 for the July/August issue).
Submit uncopyrighted articles, announcements,
and art to Tess Sherman, tsherman1@austin.
rr.com; or mail to 210 E. Walnut Dr., Austin,
TX 78753. Submissions by email or on a CD
are preferred but not required. Call Tess at 300BIRD if you have questions.
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2010 BAKER SANCTUARY 100-ACRE PLOT SURVEY REPORT

W

hat a difference a little rain makes! Baker Sanctuary was
a completely different place during the spring of 2010,
compared to 2008 and 2009. Springs and creeks were flowing,
trees and wildflowers were blooming, and grasses I had not seen in
a couple of years sprang back to life throughout the preserve. The
Golden-cheeked Warblers (GCWA) also returned, as did I for my
fifth year of tracking them in Baker’s 100-acre prime habitat plot.
As a partner organization in the Balcones Canyonlands Preserve
(BCP), Travis Audubon conducts annual GCWA surveys in a
designated 100-acre plot located in the south portion of the Baker
Sanctuary tract in northwest Travis County. This is one of nine
100-acre plots located in prime GCWA habitat in various BCP
tracts throughout western Travis County. Each year, the BCP
partners survey these plots using a standard protocol that focuses
primarily on identifying the number of territorial males within
the plot, and secondarily, on monitoring mating and reproductive
success of those males.
The protocol calls for ten surveys, at least five days apart and
each lasting approximately six hours. I began the 2010 surveys
on March 21 and
concluded them on
May 29. Total survey
hours for the season
were 61.5. During
each survey, I walked
through the entire
plot and documented
the location of all
observed GCWAs
on field maps. GPS
coordinates were also
collected whenever
possible. Most males
were located by song
initially and visually
observed when
possible. Countersinging between two or more males was documented to help
distinguish between multiple males occupying adjacent territories.
Non-singing female GCWAs were much more cryptic and difficult
to find. They, and fledgling GCWAs, were usually located by their
chipping noises. After all surveys were completed, I entered all

T

observed locations into ArcGIS mapping software and produced a
composite map identifying the number and locations of territorial
GCWA males, females and fledglings observed within or
immediately adjacent to the 100-acre plot.
For 2010, I detected nine GCWA males with territories completely
or substantially within the plot, and two additional males with
territories located partially within the plot (edge territories).
Six females and eleven fledglings were detected in nine of the
eleven territories.
The number of
territories detected
this year is low
compared to the
past four years,
when observed
territories ranged
from a high of 22
in-plot/4 edge to a
low of 14 in-plot/4
edge. The positive
news is that the
percentage of
successfully mated
males, measured
Male Golden-cheeked Warbler,
by presence of
photo credit: Cindy Sperry
females and
fledglings, was
much better for 2010 than for 2009.

he positive news
is that the percentage of
successfully mated males,
measured by presence of
females and fledglings, was
much better for 2010 than
for 2009.

TRAVIS AUDUBON

The numbers of GCWA territories observed within
the Baker 100-acre plot have steadily dropped over
the past three years. Reasons for this change are
unknown but suggest additional study is warranted
beyond the 100-acre plot boundaries. Is the GCWA
population in the area showing impact from the 20082009 droughts, or from encroaching neighborhood
development? Is the population shifting to other parts
of the Sanctuary or to neighboring preserve tracts?
Do these observations signal a permanent change in
Baker’s GCWA population or just a downward point in a natural
population cycle? The new TAS initiative to conduct quarterly
systematic surveys throughout the Baker tract will give us better
information on GCWA population movements and trends that may
shed light on observed changes within the 100-acre plot.
Cindy Sperry
S I G N A L S M O K E / Nov/Dec 2010
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NATURALIST’S

CALENDAR

by Bill Reiner

photo by Robert Baumgardner

N

ovember’s low sun silvers the hairs on the newly-ripened
seeds of Little Bluestem grass, making them sparkle
against their copper-colored stalks. As it sets, it ignites
the foliage of Flameleaf Sumac and Poison-Ivy. As the month
progresses, and the sun sinks, its ruddier light warms the reds of
Spanish Oaks, and the yellows of Escarpment Black Cherries and
Texas Ashes, against the still-somber greens of junipers and live
oaks. Wooded Hill Country slopes are transformed into multi-hued
tapestries.
Big flocks of American Robins and Cedar Waxwings appear over
those slopes in November some years. They become more common
in December, especially where there are bountiful crops of juniper
fruits or bright red Possumhaw berries, which become stunningly
showy as the leaves drop away.
A flock of smaller birds call “pip-it” overhead, giving themselves
away as American Pipits. They may settle as a group on mudflats
at Hornsby Bend, where they seem to be almost sparrows, almost
sandpipers, but not quite either, as they walk along, bobbing their
tails.
Shorebirds are fewer in number and kind, as most have continued
their southward migration, but some, especially Least and Spotted
Sandpipers and Greater Yellowlegs, remain common through the

winter. November also brings a new, cryptically-patterned sandpiper
probing the mud from the safe cover of grasses and weeds: Wilson’s
Snipe.
The dwindling numbers of shorebirds are supplanted by a growing
population of waterfowl. Though early-migrating Blue-winged Teal
may continue south, ever larger rafts of Northern Shovelers, Greenwinged Teal, Lesser Scaups, Buffleheads, Northern Pintails, and other
ducks soon take their places. Last to arrive, sometimes not until late
November or December, are a smattering of Common Goldeneyes
and Hooded Mergansers.
Black squadrons of Double-crested Cormorants re-appear on Lady
Bird Lake, and pale-winged Ring-billed Gulls again soar overhead.
The assortment of waterfowl is usually a bit different here than at
Hornsby Bend, with higher numbers of Lesser Scaups and Gadwalls.
Pied-billed Grebes also seem to prefer this tamed portion of the
Colorado River, but American Coots seem equally at home in both
environments. Ring-necked Ducks, on the other hand, seem to prefer
the quiet isolation of stock tanks, and Redheads and Canvasbacks
often join them.
Freezing temperatures may soon end the display of goldenrods,
purple asters, Blue Mistflowers, and white Shrubby Bonesets – and
the feasting of hundreds of butterflies. However, frost can make its
own “flowers,” causing
the stems of Frostweed
to burst, and extrude a
delicate ice sculpture that
disappears in the morning
sun. One show per plant, if
you’re lucky.
One delicate flower
– an orchid – often
survives the frosts to
bloom into December,
or even January. Look
for the tightly spiraling
spike of small white
blossoms of Great Plains
Ladies’-Tresses in seep
zones of Hill Country
prairie slopes, often
in company with Seep
Muhly grass. This orchid
was recognized as a
separate species less than
40 years ago. Its close,
lookalike, cousin, the
Nodding Ladies’-Tresses,
grows in similar prairie
continued on next page
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environments, but usually in acidic soils. Another way to tell
them apart is to smell the flowers. The former species is fragrant,
the latter usually isn’t.
White-tailed bucks have sex on their minds, now, and hunters
have deer in their sights. Wild Turkeys, the birds of the month,
begin to gather in winter roosts – such as the well-known one
in South Llano River State Park near Junction, Texas. Fewer
reptiles and amphibians are out and about as the weather cools,
but the lingerers may be easier to see when they bask in warm
afternoon sun instead of hunting at night as they did during the
heat of summer. Surprisingly, Strecker’s Chorus Frogs begin
their mating season late in November. Their creaking chorus can
be heard from seeps and streams in the Hill Country, especially
on calm evenings, through December and into January.

Kinglets, Orange-crowned and Myrtle Warblers, and Yellowbellied Sapsuckers in tow. A Brown Creeper or Golden-crowned
Kinglet or Blue-headed Vireo may fill out the flock, or even a
Pine Warbler, on loan from pineywoods farther east. American
Goldfinches, and sometimes Pine Siskins, trill invisibly among
the seed clusters of a sycamore on which they are feeding.
…and it’s time to think about Christmas Bird Counts!

As the grasses dry, a spell of damp, foggy December weather
accentuates the tints of each species – tan and flaxen, amber
and rusty – creating a collage more subtle and textured than
November’s flashy colors. The insect chorus in grasslands and
farm fields is chilled by early winter freezes, but that doesn’t
mean these environments become lifeless. The ranks of Eastern
Meadowlarks that stayed to nest last summer swell with the
arrival of northern cousins, as well as lookalike Western
Meadowlarks. They can even commingle in flocks, which causes
birders no end of frustration.
Sparrows, too, are back in numbers, skulking in grassy,
weedy, and brushy areas, and providing another challenge to
birders. Last to arrive are usually the big, distinctive Harris’s
Sparrows, which
join White-crowns
in brushy fencerows
in late November
and December. The
flurry of activity at a
nearby feedlot could
be a mixed flock of
Common Grackles,
Brown-headed
Cowbirds, and Redwinged and Brewer’s
Blackbirds, with some
of the resident starlings
and Great-tailed
Grackles, too.
Fallen leaves form a
mosaic on the floor of
deciduous woodlands in
December, rich foraging
grounds for Hermit
Thrushes. The woods
can seem quiet until a
band of chickadees and
titmice parades through,
with Ruby-crowned

Left page, Thanksgiving at Balcones Canyonlands NWR. This page upper photo, Little Bluestem
and Spanish Oak. Lower photo, December prairie, Balcones Canyonlands NWR. Photo credits: Bill
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Saving the Mueller Development Barn Owls

T

he Travis Audubon Conservation Committee, in
an effort led by Jake McCumber and Wynn Estes,
are working with Catellus Development to save the
habitat of a family of Barn Owls that have made the Mueller
Development Air Traffic Control Tower their home for the
past four to five years. The project involves installing a nest
box as part of the tower remodeling design.

saw the potential and encouraged Jake to proceed. Wynn
Estes, a brand new Committee member, volunteered to join
Jake at meetings with the development company. They met
with the VP of Catellus Development, Leo Lopez, who
escorted them to the tower. Leo’s crews had also spotted the
owls and had stopped all remodeling to allow for a solution
to the nesting situation to be found.

Adrian Johnson, a librarian at the University of Texas,
alerted Jake McCumber, a wildlife biologist for the National
Guard and Committee member, to the owl nest site and the
fact that new work on the tower would inadvertently destroy
the nesting area for the owls. Adrian and his young son have
enjoyed watching the owls for years at dusk, with the tower
being a short walk from their home. Jake presented his
idea to Conservation Committee members who immediately

Leo’s crews will build the supporting structure for an owl
box, and create an opening in the Lexan tile to allow the
birds to fly in. Wynn’s company, Wildlife Structures LLC,
will build the box and possibly provide a webcam in it as
well. It was suggested to Catellus that a video cam feed be
created that goes straight to the Dell Children’s Hospital
which is nearby.

Barn Owls love to return to the same nest site year after year,
and the hope is that they will take to this
Mueller Development Air Traffic Control Tower. Photo credit: Wynn Estes
new solution.
The Travis Audubon Conservation
Committee applauds the work of our
members Jake McCumber and Wynn
Estes, and the community involvement
sparked by Adrian Johnson. We
especially thank Catellus Development
and Leo Lopez for taking a stand for
wildlife.
For a look at the Conservation
Committee’s snazzy new webpage
on the Travis Audubon site, go
to: http://sites.google.com/site/
tasconservationcommittee/home
Laurie Foss
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Our Donors
We gratefully acknowledge the Bastrop
County Audubon Society for their
contribution of $250 to the Chaetura
Canyon Expansion Fund. Watch for the
January/February issue of Signal Smoke
where we will include the generous
contributions made to the Victor Emanuel
Award Luncheon. We extend our deepest
gratitude to all our donors – your support
is critical to the ongoing conservation
and education efforts of Travis Audubon.

Lifetime

Alan Roddy

Warbler

Michelle Cutrer & Richard Whittington
Rob Klausmeier & Carol Delatorre
Diane Outland
Ellen Smith

Vireo

Jacque Sue Austin
Terry & Jeremy Banks
Dale Jaroszewski
Josephine Krouse
Lynn & Mary Moak
Beck Runte & Ann Syptak
Diana Seidel & Jim Thatcher
Eric Stager

!

Painted Bunting

Claudia Anderson
Leslie Covarrubias
Julia & Michael Heskett
John Krause
Lisa Snowberg & Jacob
McCumber
Leslie Uppinghouse

Unrestricted

Guy Eroncig
Nancy Podio
Phyllis Scott
Melanie Snyder
Ruth Moxie Villarreal

Chaetura Canyon

Barbara Anderson
J. David Bamberger
Ann and Don Connell
Anne and John Donovan
Chris DuCharme

Daryl Elliot
Rusty Irons
Ethel Kutac
Georgean and Paul Kyle
Marsha May
Nancy Podio
Carolyn & Gregory Powers
Lois Strum
Jane Tillman & Mark Lyon
Caroline Jones
Dale & Becky Wood

Memorial Gift in honor of Dan Ray
Carol Cesaro

Memorial Gift in honor of Bill
Jenkins/Blair Woods
Tampa Bay Area Planned Giving
Council

Business Members
Travis Audubon is delighted to
recognize its Business Members:
Powell, Ebert & Smolik, PC
Charles J Stephens, Prudential Texas Realty
To learn about the benefits of supporting Travis Audubon as
a Business Member, please go to www.travisaudubon.org
and click on Business Member, or contact Travis Audubon at
512.300.BIRD (2473).

“Austin’s Nest Finder Since 1990”

Charles J Stephens, REALTOR®, GRI

Charles

3303 Northland Dr., Ste. 100
Austin, TX 78731

3303 North
Austin, TX

E-mail: Charles@CharlesJStephens.com

E-mail: C

Direct: 512-287-9304

Direct: 5

www.CharlesJStephens.com

ww

Tell me you saw this ad in Signal Smoke
and I’ll donate 25% of the profits to Travis
Audubon.

TRAVIS AUDUBON
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Volunteer Spotlight
What is your volunteer/intern role?
I am one of two PR/Media interns. We
update the website, send out eBlasts, put
together reports and presentations, and
generally help out around the office.

and working towards certification in computer
programming at Austin Community College.
What are your career aspirations?
Still figuring that out. Ideally, something that would
allow me to exercise both creativity and logic
while still paying the bills. Hence the interest in
programming.

Why did you choose TAS?
I’ve always loved animals (especially
birds) and been fascinated by ecology, so
that combined with the fact that I wanted
to gain more experience doing web/media
work made this a perfect opportunity for
me.
Are you in school? Where and what do
you study?
Although I graduated college a couple
years ago, I am currently back in school

What are your hobbies?
A lot of my friends in the area are filmmakers or film
students, actually, so I spend a lot of time helping
out with various projects. I also enjoy hiking,
photography, cooking, and watching nerdy television
shows.
Megan Taylor
Anna Sherlock, photo credit: Megan Taylor

New Member Welcome Meeting

W

e welcomed 35 new members at our September general
membership meeting, with about 85 total in attendance.
Representatives from several of our committees (Habitat
Conservation, Sanctuary, Field Trip, Adult Education, Hornsby
Bend and Latin America) were there to inform and
inspire both new and “old” members alike.
We honored Jean Martin
(pictured on the left in
the adjacent photo) for
her 10 ½ years of teaching
Beginning Birding classes.
Several from the audience
came forward to offer
their appreciation for her
dedication and inspiration.
Many who have taken Jean’s
class became Travis Audubon
members as a direct result of
her contagious enthusiasm for
birding.
Guest speaker Ed Fair, founder
of the Commons Ford Prairie
Restoration Organization, gave an indepth presentation of his involvement
with the prairie restoration at the Commons Ford Ranch
Metropolitan Park in West Austin. Ed’s enjoyment of the park
as a birding venue led him to pursue solutions to the disappearing
wildlife habitat brought about by invasive species. He formed a
coalition of conservation partners to address the need to remove
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these invasives and restore a 40-acre tract to native prairie
status. Ed has dedicated countless hours to researching and
spearheading this important work, including fundraising and
development of a project plan. With the help of slides, Ed was
able to make the project come alive for the audiences, which,
along with his energy and humor, made for a very engaging
presentation.
Andrew Balinksy, co-chair of the Hornsby Bend Committee
was the lucky raffle winner who took home a
beautiful National Audubon bird
clock!
Our membership
also said “good bye”
to our first official
Volunteer Coordinator,
Jocelyn Taijeron
(pictured on the right)
and welcomed our new
Office Administrator,
Gail Buxton. We will all
miss Jocelyn and wish her
good luck.
Gail Buxton

Photos

credits

: Nanc

y Man

ning
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Monthly Meeting Information
Travis Audubon Regular Monthly Meeting - 7:00 pm

(doors open at 6:30 pm for social time, 7:00 pm for announcements, speaker at 7:15 pm)
NOTE: New permanent location for general membership meetings - Westminster Presbyterian Church at
3208 Exposition Blvd. Austin TX 78703 512-459-5497
Directions: From Mopac, take the 35th street exit and go west on 35th to Exposition Blvd. Turn left on Exposition and go
approximately two blocks to Carlton Lane. The church sits on the corner of Carlton and Exposition. Drive down Carlton past
the church to the parking lot on your left. The Fellowship Hall is the large building just east of the parking lot. The building is
identified with the words “Fellowship Hall” on the outside of the building. Refreshments provided. No monthly meetings during
June, July, August, or December.

November 18, 2010

The Albatross and the Fish

Guest Speaker: Robin Doughty
Robin’s talk is based on his new book to be published by UT
Press in Fall 2011, titled The Albatross and the Fish: Linked
Lives in the Ocean Commons. It details how industrial fishing
has decimated seabird populations, reducing albatrosses
to one of the most endangered bird groups on the planet.
Robin describes how a number of parties from individuals,
governments, and international organizations are joining
forces to reduce daily losses of birds hooked on longlines on
the high seas.
It is truly a global problem given the immense distances bird
fly as they pass most of their lives foraging marine waters that
mantle seventy percent of the earth’s surface. This is Robin
Doughty’s tenth book, and his fourth with the University of
Texas Press that addresses wild animal conservation. Robin
is emeritus professor in the Department of Geography and
Environmental Science at the University of Texas at Austin.

December 16, 2010

Travis Audubon Holiday potluck

Specific details coming soon to our webpage and your
email. Join fellow Travis Audubon members, new and
longstanding, in celibrating the holiday season at our
fun and casual get-together.

Ted Floyd, Editor of
Birding Magazine,
enjoying the surf in
his Hornsby Bend 50th
Anniversary t-shirt.

Photo credit: Kei Sochi Floyd
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Notes from Chaetura Canyon
September/October 2010

I

n late July, the nightly Chimney Swift roost moved from
the North Observation Tower to the Castle, which is south
of the residence. After just a few evenings, an Eastern
Screech-Owl raided the site after dark, resulting in dispersal of
the roost of 60+ swifts. For the next few weeks, no tower on
the Sanctuary hosted more than a dozen birds. However, as the
second brood of youngsters began to fledge in mid-September,
numbers began to re-build in the South Observation Tower.
By the end of August (just in time for a visit from Barry Lyon
and Victor Emanuel), there was a respectable roost of more
than 120 swifts circling and entering the South Tower at dusk.
This was too late for the Dinner on the Deck participants to
observe, but with the great food and fellowship no one but us
seemed to mind. This year we had planned to hold the dinner
only on Friday evening, but we were pleased that additional
supporters necessitated a Saturday evening overflow. In
addition to the traditional Chimney Swift video, this year’s
guests were treated to video highlights of a pair of Canyon
Wrens that built a nest over a doorway on the residence and

Field of Agalinas with inset close-up, photo credit: Georgean Kyle
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produced five offspring. Canyon Wren behavior never before
documented was enjoyed by all.
The most remarkable event of September was the 10.5 inches
of rain dumped on the Sanctuary by tropical storm Hermine.
Although some of the trails were washed out and still require
maintenance, the overall effect was positive. Native grasses
and forbs sprang to life with impressive new growth and a
profusion of fall blooms. Of particular note are the beautiful
knee-high stands of Plateau Agalinis (Agalinis edwardsinia)
which literally carpet the Field area of the Sanctuary across the
street from the residence.
With the addition of two new parcels made possible by a grant
from the Malcolm Damuth Foundation and the re-arrangement
of the lower canyon trails by Hermine, there will be plenty to
do at the 2011 Stewardship Day tentatively scheduled for next
February. Watch for upcoming announcements in the TAS
eblasts and on the web site.
Georgean and Paul Kyle,
Chaetura Canyon Sanctuary Stewards

TRAVIS AUDUBON
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Baker Sanctuary News

iving at Baker is always interesting. Whether it is
singing coyotes in the night, unsuspected flowers
blooming, or migrant birds fleetingly passing through
the landscape – there is always something to grab one’s
attention. While playing with my sons in the parking lot
adjacent to the Baker trailer, we stumbled across a large
tarantula making its way through the grass. This was their
first encounter with the hairy arachnid and they were suitably
impressed; we literally had to drag them away when the spider
had had enough and was becoming, understandably, a little
tired of being watched closely.
Belonging to the genus Aphonopelma, there are at least 14
species found in Texas but it takes a microscope and a good
deal of experience to tell them apart. One trait they all have
in common are urticating, or barbed, hairs on their abdomen
which the spider will brush off with its hind legs if it feels
Photos credits: Christopher Murray

sufficiently threatened. These hairs can cause skin irritation
and, more seriously, eye problems if they lodge in the cornea
of their target. Tarantulas are fascinating to watch, just don’t
watch them too closely.
While tarantulas are not known to be harbingers of storms,
after spotting the shambling spider, it rained and rained and
then rained a bit more. Aside from the obvious benefits to the
wildlife and the flora, the downpours had the added benefit of
scrubbing our Glen Rose formation until it gleamed. Walking
the North Loop shortly after the storm, I was startled to see
how Harris Creek had been transformed. All the dirt, leaves,
branches, and algae had been power-scrubbed from the creek
bed by the torrent that had rushed through the previous few
days. All that remained was a tranquil, gurgling creek with
crystal clear water that magnified the yellowish-orange Glen
Rose limestone that makes up its bed. Since the canopy is
taller and thicker in that area, lending a darker atmosphere,
the effect of the bright stream is striking. I like to think
paleontologist Robert Hill, the scientist who gave the Glen
Rose formation its name in 1891, would have admired our
particular specimen.
The first of many bird surveys took place at Baker on
the morning of September 19th. Spearheaded by the
Conservation Committee, 20 hardy souls travelled to the
sanctuary to canvas trails and record bird numbers and
species. Not only did their efforts provide
data which will be used to guide
management decisions, four
new species were sighted,
increasing Baker’s bird list to
a total of 108, a number that is
sure to increase with additional
surveys. Baker Sanctuary will
be closed from October 23rd to
January 16th, 2011 for the annual
White-tailed Deer management
hunt, but surveys will resume in
February.Come out and lend a hand,
or an ear.
Christopher Murray,
Baker Sanctuary Steward

Baker Sanctuary will be closed October 23rd through January 16th for the annual White-tailed Deer management hunt.
By keeping the deer population low, various plant species will have a better chance to thrive and thereby support our
diverse wildlife, including the Golden-cheeked Warbler.
TRAVIS AUDUBON
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TA Events - Nov 2010

Due to limited page space and the large number of upcoming field trips, readers are encouraged to visit the Field Trips section
at www.travisaudubon.org for complete trip details. Although emails to the registrar are preferred, those who do not have email
access can register for any field trip by phoning Jeff Patterson at 512-487-2755.
Tuesday, Nov 2 Super Tuesday! at Hornsby Bend, led by Ken Zaslow
8:00 am to 10:00 am November is the peak month for duck and coot numbers at Hornsby Bend, so there should be plenty to see on the ponds. Take Hwy

71 east, turn left at the first light past the airport (FM973), continue north about one mile and take paved left into Hornsby Bend. Turn
right after the first gate into the parking lot at the Ecological Research Center. No registration required.

Nov 5 to 7 Birding South Llano River State Park and Kimble County
Friday to Sunday Join Jeff Patterson and Eric Stager for a camp out and birding in the Junction area. Jeff and Eric intend to camp at the State Park both
Friday and Saturday nights and to bird most of the day on Saturday, as well as Sunday morning. Meet at the South Llano River State
Park headquarters on Saturday November 6th at 7:30am. Bring a picnic lunch, water and other needs for a day of birding, then stick
around at the park for a cookout and additional Sunday morning birding if you desire. Those who don’t wish to camp can make their
own local hotel arrangements, or drive out early on Saturday for 7:30 meet up. Contact Jeff Patterson at Jepbird2@austin.rr.com or
512-487-2755 to register for this trip. Participants limited to 10 and there will be a $14 fee as a donation to TAS and to cover some
leader expenses.

Tuesday, Nov 9
6:00 am to early
afternoon

Saturday, Nov 13
7:00 am & 4:00 pm

Super Tuesday! at Lake Somerville State Park, led by Ken Zaslow

We will explore the Nails Creek unit of the larger Lake Somerville State Park. This unit has excellent frontage on the open lake and
contiguous wetlands as well as trails through mature forest. Time permitting we may also walk part of the Lake Somerville Trailway
in an area of expansive meadows. We will meet at a central Austin location to carpool. Lunch will be at a barbeque restaurant in Giddings. Contact Ken Zaslow at khz@att.net to register. Limited to 12 people.

Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend

Sponsored monthly by the Hornsby Bend Bird Conservatory. All levels of birders are welcome and no registration is required.
Contact Eric Carpenter at ecarpe@gmail.com for more information.

Sunday, Nov 14 Beginner’s Bird Walk at Lake Creek Trail
8:00 am to 10:00 am We will meet in northwest Austin in the Lake Creek neighborhood off 183, which is bounded by Anderson Mill, Parmer, and 620.

Meet at the Lake Creek Trail parking lot at the end of Braes Valley Street. Look for a white Ford Escape. Please bring binoculars if
you have them. Mikael Behrens has graciously agreed to help lead this bird walk. He has been birding this neighborhood for several
years, and posts his findings on his blog: http://birdingonbroadmeade.blogspot.com/.

Tuesday, Nov 16
7:00 am to early
afternoon

Two-hour Tuesday! at Champion Park, Pedernales Falls State Park, led by Terry Banks

The park has two excellent bird blinds which usually provide for great views of sparrows and other winter visitors. There will also be
time to sample some of the many trails in the park. Participants will meet at a central location and carpool. Dress for the weather and
bring a sack lunch. Contact Terry Banks at 55bluebirds@att.net to register. Limited to 12 people.

Saturday, Nov 20 Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend
7:30 am to noon Join Ken Zaslow and Ingrid Huskey to explore Austin’s premier birding site. For more information go to www.hornsbybend.org. All
levels of birders are welcome and no registration is required.

Tuesday, Nov 23 Two-hour Tuesday! at Balcones District Park, led by Stu Wilson
8:00 am to 10:00 am This north Austin park features a one mile wooded trail along Walnut Creek. The park is located off of MoPac between Parmer and

Braker. Take MoPac to Duval exit; Go west on Duval ~.5 mile; go north on Amherst 200 yds; turn right into park; meet by swimming
pool. No registration required.

Saturday, Nov 27
7:00 am

Commons Ford Ranch Metropolitan Park

If you want a break from turkey, dressing and the family, come join us on the Saturday after Thanksgiving at one of the most diverse
parks in the Austin Parks and Recreation Department system. We have notched around 200 species in the park, and the varied habitat
always offers the opportunity for a surprise or two. Beginners and experienced birders welcome. Commons Ford Ranch is located
only a few miles west of the intersection of Bee Caves Rd. and Loop 360. Specific directions and further details will be provided to
confirmed participants. There will be extensive walking but mostly on level ground. Bring water and snacks to make it through a full
morning. Registration is required and participation is limited to 15 participants. These trips are always full, so please confirm your
reservation early with Ed Fair at ezflaw@sbcglobal.net or 512-560-1943.

Tuesday, Nov 30 Two-hour Tuesday! at Lake Pflugerville, led by Dan Callaway
8:00 am to 10:00 am Good birding can be found at this 180 acre lake that has a nice wetland area as well as a 3-mile perimeter trail. From Austin, go north
on Toll Road 130, make a right on Pflugerville Parkway (was Pflugerville Lane), left on Weiss Lane and park at the north end of the
dam. An alternate route from Pflugerville is to go north on 685, right on Pflugerville Parkway, etc. No registration is required.
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TA Events - Dec 2010
Saturday, Dec 4 Beginner’s Bird Walk at at Riata Pond
8:00 am to 10:00 am Join Virginia Rose and Shirley LaVergne at this month’s Beginning Birding Field Trip which will take place at Riata Pond in

Northwest Austin. Excellent for beginning birders of all ages. Join Shirley and Virginia to see what turns up. The trail is easy
walking and wheel chair accessible. Driving Directions to Riata Pond: From 183 at MOPCA, take 183 north to the Oak Knoll
exit. Take the Oak Knoll exit. From the 183 access road, turn right onto Riata Trace Parkway. After the road bears to the right,
the pond will be on your right. Meet in the business parking lot on the right just after you go past the pond. No registration is
necessary for this field trip, but for further information you may contact Virginia Rose at virginia.rose@att.net.

Sunday, Dec 5 Tejas Park, Lake Georgetown
7:00 am to 11:00 am Join Jeff Patterson for a short birding hike at Tejas Park at the confluence of the North San Gabriel River and Lake George-

town. Many of the regular winter Texans such as sparrows, towhees, woodpeckers and raptors can be expected. Tejas Park
(also called Tejas Camp) can be accessed from Austin via Parmer Lane in north Austin which becomes Ronald Reagan Blvd.
as it passes Highway 1431. From Austin: Take Parmer/Ronald Reagan northwest out of Austin past Highways 2243 and 29.
Turn right on County Road 258 approximately 3 miles after the intersection of Highway 29 and Ronald Reagan Blvd. The
park can be reached from I35 in Georgetown by taking Hwy. 29 west to Ronald Reagan and turning right (north). Tejas Park is
approximately 1 mile from Ronald Reagan Blvd. just prior to the low water crossing over the North San Gabriel River. Meet
at the park at 7:00 am to listen for owls; field trip will begin about 7:20. For additional information contact Jeff Patterson at
Jepbird2@austin.rr.com.

Tuesday, Dec 7 Super Tuesday! at Doeskin Ranch, led Deb & Lee Wallace
7:30 am to early Walk the beautiful trails at this prime Hill Country location in the Balcones Canyonlands NWR. Brush up on your sparrows as
afternoon this grassland provides these birds with wonderful habitat. Participants will meet at a central location to carpool. Contact Ken
Zaslow at khz@att.net to register. Limited to 12 people.

Saturday, Dec 11 Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend
7:00 am and 4:00 pm Sponsored monthly by the Hornsby Bend Bird Conservatory. All levels of birders are welcome and no registration is required.
Contact Eric Carpenter at ecarpe@gmail.com for more information.

SAVE THE DATES!
Please mark your calendars for these important winter birding events.
Participating in Christmas Bird Counts (CBCs) is another way to make your birding
“count”. All Austin area birders are welcome and encouraged to participate in:
The Westcave Preserve CBC will occur Tuesday, December 14th.
The Westcave website is www.westcave.org/
The Austin CBC is scheduled for Saturday, December 18th.
Details at www.austincbc.com
The Balcones Canyonlands NWR CBC will be Monday, December 20th.
Details at www.balconescbc.com
Also keep your eyes open for the Granger CBC with the date still to be determined.
See page 15 for more details on the Austin and Balcones Canyonlands NWR CBCs.

Coming Attraction

January 2011 - winter Panhandle birding - see page 15 for more information.
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Travis Audubon Classes
Travis Audubon’s Sparrow Identification Class

Byron Stone will teach this popular class again this winter. Learn why
Byron refers to central Texas as “Sparrow Heaven” as we review the
two dozen species of native sparrows that occur regularly in the Austin
area each year. The class is designed for intermediate birders, and will
be taught on four separate Wednesday evenings, from 7-9, in Austin
on November 10, 17, December 1 and 8. Field trips on the following
weekend days: Saturdays on November 13, 20, December 11 and
Sunday, December 5. Class fee is $75 for TAS members, $90 for nonmembers. To register or to request more specific information about the
class, please contact Byron at drbirdie@aol.com or 451-3380.

How to Attract and Care for Bluebirds a workshop by Pauline Tom

Three species of bluebird occur annually in Texas, and Eastern
Bluebirds will nest in suitable habitats in central Texas if appropriate
cavities or nest-boxes are available. Travis Audubon will sponsor a
Bluebird Workshop conducted by nationally-known bluebird expert
Pauline Tom on Saturday morning, January 15, 2011.
Pauline is President of the Texas Bluebird Society (TBS) and has
conducted popular workshops on bluebird husbandry in many different
parts of the state. She lives in central Texas and is widely regarded as
one of the foremost experts on and advocates for bluebirds in the state
of Texas. Her workshop on January 15 will cover the following:
t
t
t
t
t
t
t

best practices for nestbox installation to attract Eastern Bluebirds
how to recognize and improve bluebird appropriate habitat
how to interpret bluebird activity outside of the nestbox
how to deter predators and alien competitors
the process of egg-laying and incubation
how to “age” nestlings
recordkeeping/recordsharing with NestWatch

During a workshop break, Pauline will take participants outdoors to
view bluebird habitat and to see Eastern Bluebirds nesting in manmade
nestboxes. Workshop fee is $15 for TAS members and $20 for nonmembers.
All participants may pay an additional $15 to receive a one-year TBS
membership and a TBS-approved bluebird nestbox. Attention High
School Teachers: a limited number of scholarships may be available
for high school students. Please contact Marcia Dilly at marciadilly@
gmail.com or 512-944 0631 for additional details and to register for
the workshop.

Travis Audubon’s Purple Martin Workshop

Saturday, January 22, 2011 1:00-4:00 pm
Do you want to know more about Purple Martins, how to set up a
colony, and be a Purple Martin landlord? Are you an existing landlord
wanting to meet other Martin aficionados and learn tips? Have you
always wanted to be a citizen scientist, gathering useful data that can
help Purple Martin conservation efforts? If so, this class is for you.
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The first Purple Martins typically arrive in Austin at the end of
January, so this class will give you information you can put to use
right away, either at your own colony, or observing Purple Martins
at Hornsby Bend or any other existing colony. This class will focus
on the life cycle of Purple Martins and how you can participate as
a Purple Martin landlord or helper. You will learn the maintenance
routine recommended by the Purple Martin Conservation
Association. You will also learn how to record and send in nesting
data that is compiled nationally. We will also include hands-on
nest preparation and discussion at the Hornsby Bend colony. Class
participants are invited to participate through mid-June as helpers
and observers as the class teachers maintain and record the 2011
Purple Martin season at Hornsby Bend. Later in the Summer, we
will invite class members to join us in educating others at the giant
Purple Martin roost at Highland Mall.
Andy and Julia Balinsky have been the stewards of the Hornsby
Bend Purple Martin colony since 2003. They have watched over
1000 Purple Martin babies fledge during that time. They have also
spent many evenings watching the Purple Martin pre-migration
staging roost in the late summer.
Class participants should bring paper and pen for taking notes.
We will provide data gathering forms and an electronic Excel
version for those interested. Tuition for the class is $15 for TA
members and $20 for non-members. To register, contact Lynn
Hill via email at s-lynn-hill@sbcglobal.net or by calling 512 371
1254. Registration cut-off date will be January 15, 2011.

Waterfowl Identification Class

Begin the new year by learning how to identify those ducks! If
you’ve been walking around Town Lake and wondering what
kind of ducks you see, this class will provide you with answers.
Travis Audubon Society is pleased to announce that Jean Martin
will again teach the Waterfowl Identification Class. Jean taught
the Beginning Birding Class for over ten years, and has over 20
years’ birding experience. This course will focus on ducks, grebes,
geese, and other waterfowl found in Texas, especially during the
winter months. It is well suited for birders who have completed
the Beginning Birding Class or for those who have ignored ducks
because “all those females look alike.”
The class will consist of two lecture/photo presentations and three
field trips. The lectures will be on Saturdays, Jan. 8 and 22,
from 8 to 10 a.m., each followed by a field trip, which will last
until about 2 p.m. Locations will be announced at class time. A
third field trip will be conducted on Saturday, Jan. 29 outside the
Austin area and lasting most of the day. Tuition is $50 for Travis
Audubon Society members and $60 for nonmembers. The class will
be limited to 14 participants. To register, e-mail waterfowlclass@
austin.rr.com, or call Jean Martin at 343-7053.

TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

Austin and Balcones Canyonlands NWR
Christmas Bird Counts, 2010
Join us on Saturday, December 18th, for the annual Austin CBC!

T

hen become part of the team exploring the hill country for the Balcones Canyonlands NWR CBC on
Monday, December 20th.

Last year, both count circles set records both for number of species seen as well as number of participants.
We are most proud of having had more people out in the field counting than ever before! We encourage
everyone to join us this year to count the birds – whether you are a seasoned veteran or a new beginner
there is room for you on our counts. Really!
What is a Christmas Bird Count? This year and every year for the
past 111 years, from December 14th through January 5th tens of
thousands of volunteers throughout the Americas have taken part in
an adventure that has become a family tradition among generations.
Families and students, birders and scientists, armed with binoculars,
bird guides and checklists go out on an annual mission – to
make a difference as citizen-scientists. They will collect data for
the longest-running wildlife census to assess the health of bird
populations. Everyone who takes part in the Christmas Bird Count
does it for love of birds and the excitement of friendly competition
– and with the knowledge that their efforts are making a difference
for science and bird conservation.
For more information about the Austin CBC, go to www.austincbc.
com on the internet or email austincbc@gmail.com.
For more information about the Balcones CBC, go to www.
balconescbc.org on the internet or email balconescbc@gmail.com.
Laurie, Shelia, and Shirley LaVergne completing the
2009 Austin CBC at sundown. Photo credit: Chuck Sexton

And join us in January 2011...
Birding the Panhandle with Shelia Hargis and Laurie Foss, January 14-17, 2011

Join Shelia Hargis, Laurie Foss, and Barrett Pierce for winter Panhandle birding. Our expert guide for the area, Barrett
Pierce, is the Texas Century Club leader in 13 of the Panhandle counties. In other words, he knows his way around!
Winter in the Panhandle is always exciting with the variety of birds that are coming, going, and residing there. This trip
will take place after the Christmas Bird Count season has completed, and with five CBC circles in the Panhandle, our
scouting will have been done for us!
We will be based in Amarillo at the La Quinta Inn, and we’ll take day trips to such places as Palo Duro Canyon, Lake
Meredith, Greenbelt Lake and some of the back roads for raptors and longspurs. Time is also available to chase any
rarities that may be in the area. We will plan to be in Amarillo on Friday, January 14th so that our birding can begin
on Saturday morning bright and early. We’ll leave for home after lunch on Monday (Martin Luther King Day). Cost
for the trip is $60/each. Participant’s travel, hotel, and meals are not included. Carpooling from Austin is an option.
Contact Laurie Foss at lauriefoss@gmail.com to register.
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oin your local Audubon chapter, Travis Audubon, by using the
Jconservation,
form at the right.Your dues will be put to use supporting local
education, research projects, field trips, and other
Travis Audubon activities right here in Central Texas. We seek
your support through your membership in our local chapter.

To become a member of the national Audubon, please go to
their website at www.audubon.org. Don’t forget to include the
National Audubon Source Code of 79M7 and the Travis Audubon
Chapter code of W03, so Travis Audubon receives credit.

Join Travis Audubon now and support
local birds, wildlife, and their habitats.
Travis Audubon chapter members receive six issues of this Signal
Smoke newsletter, priority sign-ups on local field trips, discounts
on our educational classes, the opportunity to participate in our
e-mail group and attend our wonderful monthly lectures, and
more!

To join Travis Audubon:

Make your check payable to Travis Audubon and send it with this
form to Travis Audubon, 3710 Cedar St., Box 5, Austin, TX 78705,
or join on-line using any major credit card by going to
www.travisaudubon.org and clicking on Membership.

16

S I G N A L S M O K E / Nov/Dec 2010

Travis Audubon
YES! I want to enjoy the benefits of Travis Audubon chapter
membership. Enroll me as a member of Travis Audubon.
Enclosed is my check for:
 $10

 $25
 $35
 $75
 $100
 $250
 $1,000

Youth Membership (up to age 18)
Individual Membership
Family Membership
Painted Bunting Membership (embroidered patch of
Painted Bunting)
Vireo Membership (Embroidered patch of Vireo)
Warbler Membership (Embroidered patch of Warbler,
one free class, VIP field trip)
Lifetime Membership (Special Lifetime Member
embroidered patch, T-shirt, Invitation to special events,
VIP field trip)

T-shirt size (for Lifetime memberships) ________________

 This is a gift membership from ________________________
Name___________________________Phone______________
Address___________________________________________
City_______________________ State_____ Zip_ __________
Email _____________________________________________

TRAVIS AUDUBON

