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TA Monthly Meetings
Thursday, Sept 16 7:00 pm

Commons Ford 
Prairie Restoration

Speaker: Ed Fair

Thursday, Oct 21 7:00 pm
So much diversity: 

the birds of South America
 Speaker: Dr. Peter English

Complete meeting details on Page 9

Westminster Presbyterian Church
3208 Exposition Blvd.  Austin, TX

Doors open at 6:30 pm for social time

Be prepared for a lively, fast-paced auction at Travis 
Audubon’s fundraiser on Saturday, Oct. 16, at the Four 
Seasons Hotel, as guests and chapter members vie for a 

treasure trove of birders’ delights. The fundraiser-luncheon is being 
held to present the first Victor Emanuel Conservation Award and 
to raise funds for the chapter’s three nature 
sanctuaries and year-round programming, 
workshops and field trips. The honoree—and 
first recipient of the annual award—will be 
none other than Victor Emanuel, who is a 
pioneer in the field of ecotourism and an 
enthusiastic supporter of Travis Audubon. The 
life-long conservationist and birder will also be 
celebrating his 70th birthday.

Table sponsorships are available for the 
fundraiser, as are individual seat reservations 
(see page 3). The morning of Oct. 16, table 
sponsors will be treated to a tour of Hornsby 
Bend Bird Observatory in eastern Travis County, 
led by Victor Emanuel and Barry Lyon.

Doors open at the Four Seasons ballroom at 
11:30 a.m., and the luncheon gets under way 
at noon. The live auction will be led by Gayle 
Stallings of FUNauctions, who promises that 
the bidding process will be both energetic and entertaining. The 
following have been donated by Travis Audubon supporters:

Eagle Optics Binoculars. This pair of Vortex Viper 10 x 42 
binoculars is waterproof and fogproof with a tripod adapter socket 
and retractable eyecups. It features multiple anti-reflective coatings 
and dialectic prism coatings to optimize light transmission. A canvas 
case and neck strap are included.

Hawks on the Hunt. A pair of Harris’s Hawks, one of the most 
emblematic birds of South Texas, grace this framed 13” x 19” print, 
signed by Greg Lasley. Both birds of prey have the characteristic 
deep brown body plumage and rust shoulder patches. Lasley is an 
acclaimed wildlife photographer whose work has appeared in books, 

magazines and field guides. Greg Lasley’s Texas Wildlife Portraits 
was published in 2008.

Daytripping with Barry, April 23, 2011. Veteran naturalist Barry 
Lyon will escort eight participants to three popular birding sites—

Bastrop State Park, Webberville County Park and 
Hornsby Bend. The tour will take place at the 
height of spring migration when many Central 
Texas resident birds are returning and are joined 
by northbound migrants. Lunch included.

Beach, Birds and Bolivar, April 27-30, 2011. 
Enjoy some R&R at Victor Emanuel’s beach 
house on the Bolivar Peninsula near Galveston. 
This mini-vacation comes during the peak of the 
spring migration season. The beach house fronts 
a fabulous saltwater marsh where shorebirds, 
egrets, herons, spoonbills, gulls and terns 
congregate to feed and rest. The rustic house 
with deck is furnished and has AC. It sleeps up to 
six in two twin beds and two queen beds in one 
large living area. 

High Island with Victor Emanuel, April 20-
26, 2011. Grab two places with Victor Emanuel 
Nature Tours to visit High Island during peak 
migration season. There may be no better place 

in North America to see the phenomenon of spring migration than 
this birding hotspot northeast of Galveston. Shorebirds and songbirds 
will be pouring into the area after their journey across the Gulf of 
Mexico. The tour includes the Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge and 
a foray into the pine forests and bayou country. Accommodations are 
double-occupancy.

In addition to the auction, the chapter will also present “Fund-a-Need 
for Chaetura Canyon” to raise funds for its nature preserve west 
of Austin. The residential area surrounding the 10-acre Chaetura 
Canyon is rapidly developing and posing a hazard to this prized 
habitat. The chapter is attempting to purchase the lots contiguous to 
the sanctuary. On-site stewards Georgean and Paul Kyle have spent 
three decades creating and nuturing this prized habitat. 

Jorjanna Price

Travis Audubon Honors a Conservation Hero

Victor Emanuel photo by Louise Zemaitis
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Travis Audubon Committee Chairs
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Travis Audubon promotes the enjoyment, understanding, 

and conservation of native birds and their habitats.
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Signal Smoke (ISSN 1931-9282)

Subscription Information
Signal Smoke (ISSN 1931-9282), was published 
11 times yearly through Volume 56, No.4, and 
beginning with Volume 56, No.5, is published 6 
times yearly. Subscription is a TA mem   ber ship 
bene fit. To join, use the form on the back page 
of this issue or go to www.travisaudubon.org 
for an online form. For address or subscription 
changes, please call 512.300.BIRD (2473) or e-
mail info@travisaudubon.org. The USPS does 
not forward Signal Smoke. Copyright © 2010. 
No part of this publication may be reproduced 
without permission in writing from Travis 
Audubon.

Newsletter Deadline
The submissions deadline is the first day of the 
month preceding the first month of publication 
(for example, June 1 for the July/August issue).
Sub mit uncopyright ed arti cles,  an nounce    ments, 
and art to Tess Sherman, tsherman1@austin.
rr.com; or mail to 210 E. Walnut Dr., Austin, 
TX 78753. Sub mis sions by e  mail or on a CD 
are pre ferred but not re quired. Call Tess at 300-
BIRD if you have questions.Signal Smoke is printed  

on recycled paper with soy ink.

    

A Hill Country jewel, small but exquisite, Chaetura Canyon exists as a 
Travis Audubon sanctuary in a platted subdivision, Apache Shores. 
Houses are very near, but some contiguous lots to the Canyon are not 

yet developed. Stewarded by Paul and Georganne Kyle for over 30 years, the 
Canyon is excellent habitat and has over 30 nesting species including Golden-
cheeked Warblers. The Kyles also conduct their internationally known research 
on Chimney Swifts at the Canyon.

Inspired by a generous $40,000 grant from the Damuth Foundation, Travis 
Audubon is launching a campaign to match the grant and purchase available 
lots to expand Chaetura Canyon. Once houses are built, the opportunity will be 
lost. Travis Audubon begins this campaign with the recognition that times are 
hard, but bird habitats are very severely challenged as the population of Central 
Texas continues to grow. Past Audubon members and conservationists have 
preserved Baker and Blair sanctuaries and this is our chance to insure the health 
of Chaetura Canyon for the generations ahead.

Let us step up to the challenge from Damuth and raise the match. That would 
add two contiguous lots which are currently under option contracts. Further 
lots may be added if we meet this first challenge. It is up to us to leave a larger 
Chaetura – let’s do it!

Valarie Bristol
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SAVE THE DATE!
Saturday, October 16, 2010

Victor Emanuel Conservation Award
Luncheon and Birthday Party
Four Seasons Hotel, Austin

Noon to 2 pm
Doors open at 11:30 am

Presented by the Travis Audubon Society
More information at www.travisaudubon.org

A Salute to Victor Emanuel

Photo credit: Terri S.

Table Sponsorships
To help Travis Audubon raise funds at the Oct. 16 luncheon, consider 
becoming a table sponsor at one of the following levels. A table seats 
eight.

Hooded Warbler (Victor’s favorite bird): $5,000
Morning bird tour for two with Victor Emanuel and Barry •	
Lyon, Oct. 16
A year’s membership in Travis Audubon for two•	
Special recognition benefits•	

Golden-Cheeked Warbler: $2,500
Morning bird tour for one with Victor Emanuel and Barry •	
Lyon, Oct. 16
A year’s membership in Travis Audubon for one•	
Special recognition benefits•	

Painted Bunting: $1,500
Morning bird tour for one with Victor Emanuel and Barry •	
Lyon, Oct. 16
A year’s membership in Travis Audubon for one•	
Recognition in two issues of the •	 Signal Smoke newsletter

Black-Capped Vireo: $1,000
Morning bird tour for one with Victor Emanuel and Barry •	
Lyon, Oct. 16
A year’s membership in Travis Audubon for one•	
Recognition in one issue of the •	 Signal Smoke newsletter

Scissor-Tailed Flycatcher: $750
Morning bird tour for one with Victor Emanuel and Barry •	
Lyon, Oct. 16
A year’s membership in Travis Audubon for one•	

Individual seat reservation: $75
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NATURALIST’S  
CALENDAR

by Bill Reiner

photo by Robert Baumgardner 

long-term resource plans, while annuals are the high-risk gamblers.  
That may not be a particularly flattering comparison in these days 
following the Wall Street bailout, but annual plants are different from 
predatory lenders in important ways.

For one, they leave the environment a better 
place for surviving plants when they’re 
gone. Their withered leaves and stalks help 
to protect the soil from the eroding impact 
of raindrops, and shade it from desiccation 
by the sun. Their dead roots continue to 
bind the soil, also preventing erosion. As the 
remnants decay, they return organic materials 
to the soil, enriching it for succeeding 
plants.  However, their own offspring are 
less and less likely to be the beneficiaries; 
over time, as the soil deepens and becomes 
richer, perennial plants can survive there, 
and outcompete the descendents of the 
pioneering annuals.

Annual plants are also gambling with their 
own lives. Their “profits,” rather than being 
siphoned away to Swiss bank accounts, go 
into producing seed.  In that way, they are, 
in effect, leaving an inheritance, but the 
“estate tax” on it, so to speak, is extremely 
high.  Most seeds they produce are either 
eaten or fall to earth in places where the 
young plants do not survive. This is one 
reason why annual plants produce so many 
seeds, which make some of them such 
important food sources for wildlife.

The seeds of annuals can remain dormant 
for years, until sufficient rainfall or sunlight 
or another “trigger” causes them to break 
dormancy. In one extreme case, scientists 
were able to germinate seeds of Lamb’s-
quarters – a European annual that has 
become a weed in North America – that had 
been retrieved from an archeological dig 
estimated to be 1700 years old!

Annuals are at a disadvantage in stable, 
fertile environments, where perennials can 
outcompete them. They have the edge, 
however, where the soil is churned up, 
flooded, or burned, or in places where the 
soil is too droughty most of the year for 
permanent plant cover. And the human 
propensity for moving soil around is   

              constantly creating new opportunities.

This year has been dramatically different from the one 
that came before it. If you remember, 2009 started in a 
drought, which culminated in the withering record heat of 

summer. Then we were deluged with rain a year ago this month.  
Above-normal rainfall continued through the winter, but it was 
particularly important in September 
and October – and not only because it 
broke the drought. Those two months 
are normally the wettest of the latter half 
of the year anyway, and several plants 
are adapted to take advantage of rainfall 
then. Conditions were particularly good 
for a group of fast-growing, opportunistic 
species. The stage was set for 2010 to 
become the Year of the Annuals.

Annual plants complete their entire life 
cycle in one year. Though the rainfall 
last autumn was a boon to all plants, its 
timing was particularly propitious for 
these short-lived species. The severe 
drought of the summer before had 
stunted, or killed entirely, some perennial 
plants, leaving openings where annuals 
could gain a roothold and a window to the 
sun.  

Winter annuals, such as our state flower, 
the bluebonnet, sprout in the fall, and 
tolerate the cold weather as ground-
hugging rosettes of leaves. They quickly 
flower and produce seeds in the spring 
before they die – while water is plentiful 
and before other plants can shade them. 

The seeds of summer annuals, such as 
Common Sunflower, lie dormant through 
the winter; if conditions are right, they 
sprout in spring and grow tall during the 
summer, flowering in summer or fall, 
and setting seed before the killing frosts. 
Drenching rain at the end of June and the 
first week of July this year gave a boost 
to these later annuals. If August rain 
materializes, we should see a really good 
fall bloom.

Annual plants are the sprinters of the 
plant world. Unlike perennials, which 
always store some resources for lean 
times, the annuals devote everything 
to rapid growth and prodigious seed 
production. They have one shot in life. There is no “next year.”  
Put another way, perennials are the cautious investors, making continued on next page

From top: Agalinis, photo by Mark Sanders
 Clammyweed, photo courtesy Balcones  
 Canyonlands Preserve staff archive
 Buffalo-Bur, photo by Mark Sanders



Travis Audubon has begun using the Open Standards with its Blair 
Woods Wetlands and Prairie Restoration Project. It is hoped that 
this model can 
be incorporated 
into conservation 
projects at all of 
our sanctuaries as 
well as provide 
the foundation 
for more effective 
grant writing for 
our conservation 
and education 
programming.  

If you are interested in more 
information about the Open Standards 
for the Practice of Conservation, please contact Nancy Manning at the 
TA office: 300-BIRD.

Nancy Manning
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Photo credit: Nancy Manning

An annual plant can crop up anywhere that its seeds are present 
and competition is low, but some species are adapted to particular 
situations. Cudweed, for instance, an annual whose stems and leaves 
are silvery-green from a thick coat of white hairs, is more common 
than usual this year in the sunny canopy gaps of woodlands where 
oaks suffered dieback during the drought.

Dry, hot summer weather causes ponds to shrink, leaving bare edges 
that quickly sprout Cocklebur, Hornpod, Wireweed, Camphorweed – 
and smartweeds, which provide seeds favored by many ducks.  Also 
common in damp environments is Clammyweed, so called for the 
sticky hairs covering the plant. Its odd flowers are distinctive:  thread-
like, reddish stamens much longer than the spatula-shaped white 
petals that sprout from only one side of the bloom.

Recently burned spots are rapidly and thickly colonized by One-
seed Croton. This member of the spurge family has a flat-topped 
appearance and a silvery sheen to the leaves. Walk through it, and a 
sweet aroma rises from the crushed leaves, which prompted a use of 
this plant that the early settlers called Prairie-Tea. Another popular 
name is Doveweed, since the seeds are a significant food source for 
doves.

The abundant pollen of ragweeds and sumpweeds make them the 
bane of hay-fever sufferers, but the seeds are an important food for 
quail and doves. Western Ragweed, the most common species west 
of Austin, is actually a fast-growing perennial. However, Narrowleaf 
Sumpweed, takes on the role of annual ragweeds in the limestone 
soils of the eastern Edwards Plateau, growing thickly wherever the 
soil has been disturbed. Its one- to two-foot leafy stalks, topped with 
spikes of green flowers, dusty with pollen, often blanket Hill Country 
dirt roads in late summer and fall – especially where 4-wheelers went 
mud-running the winter before.

Overgrazed pastures are fertile ground for such annuals as yellow 
broomweeds; pink palafoxia; Partridge-Pea; Snow-on-the-Mountain 
with its distinctive white-margined leaves; and the purple, thistle-like 
blooms of Leavenworth’s Eryngo –a member of the carrot family. 
Construction sites, plowed fields, gardens, and other places where the 
soil has been disturbed are ideal for amaranths, Horseweed, spurges 
such as Eyebane  and Toothed Spurge, and Buffalo-Bur, whose 
beaked yellow flowers show it to be a relative of the nightshades and 
the tomato. Some annuals are so common around farms that they bear 
names like Cowpen Daisy and Barnyard Grass.

However, other annuals occupy niches in undisturbed habitats that are 
too harsh to support a thick cover of perennial plants. Thin limestone 
soils west of Austin have been covered with the white flowers of 
Pasture Heliotrope since mid-summer. In fall, the hillsides may be 
tinged pink and purple with the inch-long cornucopia-shaped blooms 
of Plateau and Prairie Agalinis.

Many of the widespread annual plants in our area – native and non-
native – are despised as weeds by gardeners and farmers. However, 
in ecological terms, they are “pioneer species,” the first stage in 
ecological succession. Their ability to take quick advantage of 
openings is key to their survival. They perform an essential service by 
colonizing disturbed or harsh environments, helping to stabilize them 
and begin the transformation back to a diverse natural community.

Sources for this article included A Field Guide to Ecology of Eastern 
Forests North America, by John C. Kricher; American Wildlife & 
Plants, by Alexander C. Martin, et al.; and the author’s observations 
at Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge and elsewhere. 
Latin names for the plants mentioned may be found in Wildflowers of 
the Texas Hill Country by Marshall Enquist, and Shinners & Mahler’s 
Illustrated Flora of North Central Texas.

Conservation Workshop 
Hosted by Travis Audubon
The Conservation Measures Partnership (CMP) is a joint venture 
of conservation organizations, including The Nature Conservancy, 
National Audubon, National Fish and Wildlife Federation, World 
Wildlife Federation and others who are committed to improving 
the practice of conservation. The CMP has developed a model for 
designing, managing and monitoring conservation projects. The 
model is called the Open Standards for the Practice of Conservation.  

Travis Audubon hosted a four hour workshop on the Open Standards 
on July 18, 2010.  Attendees numbered 26 and represented Travis 
Audubon, the City of Austin, Travis County, LCRA, Native 
Prairies Association of Texas, the Texas Land Conservancy and 
Environmental Survey Consulting. The workshop will be continued 
on August 22, 2010.

The Open Standards model allows conservation practitioners 
to speak the same language, choose appropriate targets for 
conservation efforts, determine the level and type of threat to a 
target, decide on actions to address the threats and measure success 
of those actions. The Open Standards also includes the development 
and refining of the budget for a conservation project.  
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Photo courtesy of Paul and Georgean Kyle

A Call to Action - 
Expand Chaetura Canyon

Preserving excellent bird habitat is very difficult with homes, 
businesses, and roads being built at a rapid pace. Travis 
Audubon has a unique chance to add excellent land to the 

Chaetura Canyon Sanctuary thanks to a generous $40,000 grant 
from the Damuth Foundation. The grant must be matched and 

the challenge is to 
raise the funds and 
permanently protect 
the additional platted 
lots contiguous to the 
Sanctuary.  

The Chaetura 
Canyon Sanctuary 
encompasses nearly 
10 acres in the Apache 
Shores subdivision 
in northwest Travis 
County. It is situated 
a mile and a half 
downstream of 
Mansfield Dam. The 
topography and the 
native flora and fauna 
are classic examples 
of the Balcones 
Canyonlands on the 
southern and eastern 
edge of the Edwards 
Plateau. The land 
was assembled by 
Georgean and Paul 
Kyle from 27 platted 
lots, and in 2006 

they transferred title to Travis Audubon to insure perpetual 
conservation. The Kyles continue to live on the property and are 
the active stewards.

 
Although small, the property has a wide diversity of native plants. 
The plant diversity has been enhanced by more than 35 years of 
careful habitat management by the Kyles. Exclusion of white tail 
deer has allowed regeneration of native hardwood tree species 
including Spanish and Live Oak, Texas Ash, Escarpment Black 
Cherry and a plethora of understory plants.

A one acre field of native grasses resides at an elevation of 750 feet. 
The remainder of the property spans both sides of an ephemeral 
creek dotted with small seep springs  Dropping to an elevation of 
610 feet, the drainage eventually joins another creek that feeds into 
Lake Austin.
 
A fifteen year bird banding operation and ongoing monitoring 
program has identified 160 avian species to date with more than 
30 species nesting on or near the Sanctuary, including Golden-
cheeked Warblers. The site continues to be the continental epicenter 
for more than 20 years of study and conservation of Chimney 
Swifts – another declining neo-tropical migrant that was listed as 
“threatened” by the Canadian Wildlife Service in February 2009. 
Research conducted by the Kyles is cited in the final report of this 
determination. The property is currently used for education while 
providing protected habitat for native species of birds to forage, 
raise their young and rest during migration.

Chaetura Canyon has a finite capability for expansion since it its 
located in a rapidly developing residential area. There are currently 
undeveloped lots that are contiguous with the Sanctuary. All of the 
lots are about ½ acre in size, have a steep slope and are heavily 
wooded with large Ashe Junipers, Spanish Oak and Plateau Live 
Oak. At the lower end of these lots are large Black Walnut, Cedar 
Elm, mature Shin Oak and Red Buckeye. Several small karst 
features adorn some of the lots. Two lots are currently under option 
contracts awaiting a successful fund drive

There is currently a slow-down in building within Apache Shores, 
and this opens an opportunity to acquire additional lots to secure the 
boundaries of Chaetura Canyon. Development occurs in this area on 
seemingly “unbuildable” lots so it is urgent to move now to secure 
as many lots as possible. First goal – match the $40,000 Damuth 
grant by December 1, 2010. You can support this effort by donating 
at travisaudubon.org

Valarie Bristol
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Our Donors
Many thanks!

We gratefully acknowledge 
TogetherGreen/National Audubon 
for their grant funding of $11,600 
in support of our Blair Woods 
programs and activities. We 
also thank the Seawell Elam 
Foundation for their generous 
grant of $4,200 to fund two 
Youth Nature Camps. We extend 
our deepest gratitude to all our 
Donors – your support is critical 
to the ongoing conservation 
and education efforts of Travis 
Audubon.

Lifetime 
Carol Bennett
Tasso Leventis
Stephen Rumsey
Ryan Runkle
Aletha Snowden

Warbler
Margaret & Heinz Aeschbach
Pamela Reese
Kim Soechting
Debbye Wallace

Vireo
Joan Cox
Linda Crabtree
Justin & Regina d’Abadie

Anne & John Donovan
Wynn Estes
Shelia Hargis & Laurie Foss
Jim & Linda Hargrove
Joan Hilgers
Rachel Jenkins & Joe Kulhavy
Heather Kohout
Clif Ladd
Elizabeth J. Maxim
Suzanne McAnna
Sally Means
Trent Miller & Meta Hunt
Ann Overall
Debra Packard
J. P. Patterson
Bill Reiner & Warren Wilson-
Reiner
Chula Sims
Kay Taebel
Christy Walker
Paul & Anne Wheeler

Painted Bunting
R. B. Ashworth
Kerry A. Bruns
John D. Duguid
Joe Haggard & Carolyn Trigg
Caroline Clarkson Jones
Ann Kilby
John Krause
Dan Levine & Family
Elsie Mogck & James Gay

Elizabeth Pullman
Colleen Theriot
Jane Tillman & Mark Lyon
Daesene Willmann

Unrestricted
Guy Eroncig
Helen Fremin
Jerry Hall
Tom Hill
Burgess Jackson
Joann Lovelace
Robert Mollenauer
Theodore Rogers
Dennis Schneider
Sandra Schriever
Phyllis Scott
Leona Urban
Carolyn Vogel

Brunch with the Birds
Valarie Bristol
Bill Dodd
Linda & Jim Hargrove
Laverne Johnston
Suzanne Kho
Debbie Sharp
Terri Siegenthaler
Ellen Smith
Jimmy Stanley 
Daesene Willmann
Jo Wilson & Carol Bennett

Chaetura Canyon
Barbara Anderson
Valarie Bristol
Anne & John Donovan
Robert Hardgrave
Patrick Hartigan
Audrey Horn
Terry Horn
Clif Ladd
Joanne O’Neill
Rosy Pickworth
Elaine Rushing
Steve & Judy Scott
Anne & Ken Syvarth
Paul & Anne Wheeler

Memorial Gifts
Marcia Korman
Nancy Rudick

Memorial Gifts in honor 
of Walter Snowden
Margaret and Barney 
McCasland
Nancy Townsend

Memorial Gifts in honor 
of Lois Myers/Audubon 
Adventures
Elias Guerrero Jr.
Bryan Hale
Kirsti Harms
Alice Hornung
Elaine Tankard
Stewart Wise
Sharon Yarbrough

Memorial Gifts in honor of 
Bill Jenkins/Blair Woods
Linda Eisenhart
Sandra Higgins
Jane Watters

Correction:
In the July/August issue of Signal Smoke, it was incorrectly stated on 
page 15 of Our Donors page that we received a grant from the Powell 
Foundation in the amount of $85,000. The grant was in the amount of 
$5,000.

Business Members
Travis Audubon is delighted to 
recognize its Business Member:

Powell, Ebert & Smolik, PC

To learn about the benefits of supporting Travis Audubon as 
a Business Member, please go to www.travisaudubon.org 

and click on Business Member, or contact Travis Audubon at 
512.300.BIRD (2473).
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Hornsby Bend News
Fall Hawk Migration at Hornsby Bend
Most Austin birders know Hornsby Bend as the place to go to 

find shorebirds, but many people don’t know that Hornsby 
is also a good place to view migrating hawks. From mid-August 
through October, Hornsby Bend offers the possibility of seeing 
thousands of migrating raptors and other birds, as well as hoards 
of Monarch butterflies.

The Hawk Watch season is fairly predictable. Mississippi Kites 
are the first wave of migrants, from mid-August through mid-
September. They are followed by Broad-winged Hawks in mid 
to late September, and then Swainson’s Hawks in early October. 
Turkey Vultures are late migrants, appearing in high numbers in 
late October into early November. Throughout the season, smaller 
numbers of Sharp-shinned and Cooper’s Hawks, Peregrine 
Falcons and Merlins, Ospreys and Northern Harriers are also 
seen. Each species has a few peaks days where they can be 
very abundant, or has a typical migration period when it can be 
observed. Generally, from 50 – 100 migrants will be counted on 
a typical day, but on peak days, several thousand birds might be 
spotted. Other migrants are seen as well, such as large flocks of 
Cormorants and White Pelicans.

One of the treats of hawk-watching at Hornsby Bend is the 
possibility of seeing graceful Mississippi Kites or Swainson’s 
Hawks as they catch and eat dragonflies over the ponds and 
hayfields. Both species migrate in large flocks called “kettles”, 
and can sometimes be seen in the thousands. Each year several 
rare dark-morph Broad-wings are seen; most of these birds come 
from Western Canada, and they are not typically seen at the 
eastern hawk watches.

The peak of Swainson’s Hawk migration occurs about the second 
week in October, coinciding with the fall migration of Monarch 
butterflies. One of the real treats of October at Hornsby Bend is 
sitting at the ponds watching thousands of hawks and migrating 
Monarch butterflies pass overhead. On some days, migrating 
butterflies can be more numerous than the hawks, and it can be 
difficult to know if you are watching distant hawks or butterflies 
at times.

The Hawk Watch season at Hornsby Bend is an exciting time for 
a naturalist. Things change daily at the ponds, and being there 
on a daily basis gives an observer the chance to really feel the 
seasonal change from summer to fall. The summer days can be 
grueling, but the chance to see hundreds of Mississippi Kites 
hunting over the drying basins makes up for the heat! Being able 
to observe the full spectacle of hawk and butterfly migration is 
a very special experience. Every so often, a truly extraordinary 
event occurs, such as the year that three Swallow-tailed Kites 
were counted.

Hawk-watching is not for everyone. The hours can seem very 
long, especially during late August and early September. It’s 
hot and often dusty. Many migrants are only seen at a distance. 

Hawk-watching is often a guessing game, and can test the skills of 
even the most accomplished birder. Identification of distant hawks 
is based on a combination of field marks, posture, behavior and the 
experience level of the observer. After a while, hawk-watchers learn 
the “look and feel” of the more common species, but even after 
some time, some birds can never be identified with certainty.
The 2010 Hawk Watch is not a certainty at this point. As of July 
1st, I am planning to be there as much as possible, but if funding 
is not found for a full-time hawk-watcher, the watch may not be 
fully staffed this year. Volunteers could help to make the difference 
between a full season hawk watch and a partial watch. As the season 
approaches, I will know more about my own availability, and I will 
send out a call for volunteers. To have an effective Hawk Watch, 
someone should be present at Hornsby Bend every day during the 
season. We can predict the movements of birds to a certain extent, 
but you just never know what might turn up, or when!

Peg Wallace
Hawk Watch coordinator, 2008 season

With support from the Seawell Elam Foundation 
Travis Audubon offers this 2010 Youth Birding Camp
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Monthly Meeting Information
Travis Audubon Regular Monthly Meeting - 7:00 pm 

(doors open at 6:30 pm for social time, 7:00 pm for announcements, speaker at 7:15 pm)
NOTE: New permanent location for general membership meetings - Westminster Presbyterian Church at 

3208 Exposition Blvd. Austin TX 78703 512-459-5497
Directions: From Mopac, take the 35th street exit and go west on 35th to Exposition Blvd. Turn left on Exposition 
approximately two blocks to Carlton Lane. The church sits on the corner of Carlton and Exposition. Drive down Carlton past 
the church to the parking lot on your left. The Fellowship Hall is the large building just east of the parking lot. The building is 
identified with the words “Fellowship Hall” on the outside of the building. Refreshments provided. No monthly meetings during 
June, July, or August.

October 21, 2010

The Diversity of the Birds of South America
Guest Speaker: Dr. Peter English
South America is among the most exciting birding destinations on 
the planet. From the lush lowland rainforests to the diverse mountain 
cloud forests to the harsh highlands, birders from around the globe 
flock here to see the incredible diversity. This talk will sample from 
the different ecological zones and explain the organization behind the 
diversity - making the overwhelming number of species a little more 
manageable.

Birders of all levels will enjoy the talk. Peter English has spent 
decades working and conducting research in Central and South 
America, and will share his insights and enthusiasm in an easy to 
digest talk full of pictures and sounds. His talk last May was well 
received, and we are pleased to have Dr. English back for another 
meeting.

Dr. English graduated from Williams College and later received his 
Ph.D. in Zoology from UT-Austin in 1998. As a Fulbright Scholar 
he studied the ecology of mixed-species bird flocks in Amazonian 
Ecuador. Since 1987, Dr. English has been a tour leader for Victor 
Emanuel Nature Tours, a premier bird-oriented nature tour company. 
He is most proud of his work developing the Napo Wildlife Center, 
which protects 80 square miles of Yasuni National Park in Ecuador, 
recently shown to be the most biodiverse location on earth. Dr. 
English is currently a lecturer at the University of Texas at Austin.

September 16, 2010 
(with New Member welcome, see below)
Commons Ford Prairie Restoration
Guest Speaker: Ed Fair
Commons Ford Prairie Restoration Organization is a community 
organization founded by local music attorney and birding enthusiast 
Ed Fair and is comprised of over 50 birders, conservations and 
wildlife supporters. The organization has pulled together a coalition 
of partners including Austin Parks and Recreation Department, 
Balcones Canyonlands Preserve, Travis Audubon Society, Native 
Prairies Association of Texas, Natural Resources Conservation 
Services and Austin Parks Foundation. The coalition’s sole 
purpose is to restore a 40-acre tract within Commons Ford Ranch 
Metropolitan Park (located in west Austin) to native prairie status. 
This exciting and important project is particularly relevant given its 
close proximity to a major metropolitan area.

The initial phases of the project encompass a two year period which 
include removing invasive species and replacing them with native 
grasses and wildflowers. The resulting native prairie will provide 
habitat for grassland birds and other wildlife. Ed Fair will discuss 
the details leading up to the project’s inception including the 
forming of the coalition, fundraising efforts and the specific steps 
and schedule for implementation of the plan.   

Commons Ford Ranch Metropolitan Park and Ed Fair are linked 
in the minds and hearts of Travis Audubon members. Ed leads 
frequent field trips to the park, and he claims it as his own. 

New Member Welcome
Please join us for the New Member Welcome to be held prior 
to the General Membership Meeting on September 16, 2010, 
from 6:00 - 7:00 pm. This will be a meet and greet for all 
new members who have joined since January 1, 2010. Travis 
Audubon committees will be on hand to discuss how you can 
get involved! Special snacks and beverages will be served.  

If you are a long time Travis Audubon member please join us 
in welcoming our new members. If you are a new member 

please take this opportunity to get acquainted and see how you 
can get involved!

Please join us in honoring Jean Martin at our New Member 
Welcome & General Meeting, on Thursday September 
16th! Jean has taught our Beginning Birding classes for the past 
10 ½ years, introducing 335 students to the wonderful world of 
birding! She is a favorite instructor and will be missed. 



Notes from Chaetura Canyon
July/August 2010

Events held at the sanctuary continue to be well attended. The 
June Second Saturday was a full house with guests including 
Robert Syvarth. Robert is an Eagle Scout candidate who had 

just completed construction of a Kiosk Chimney Swift Tower that 
morning. He had attended the TAS Tower Workshop in February.  
The June event was particularly fun because all guests were able to 
watch Chimney Swift parents feeding their very vocal young via 
the live video feed from the nesting towers. Forty-plus swifts were 
enthusiastically counted going to roost at sunset.  

By the July Second Saturday, most of the young swifts had fledged 
and the roost had grown to more than 60 birds. However, later in 
the month, while monitoring the towers in the field across the street 
from the residence, a new brood of very young swifts was heard 
calling from one of the towers – most likely a second brood.

One of the delights of living at the Chaetura Canyon Sanctuary is 
observing the renewal of life of the animals that make the Canyon 
their home. We have witnessed the coming of age of species 
ranging from praying mantis to patch-nosed snake, walking stick to 
woodpecker, ringtail to wren and cottontail to cardinal. We hope you 
enjoy a few of our favorite “baby pictures” from this summer. 

Remarkably, on June 14th we had the honor of observing something 
new: a quartet of young armadillos out and about in mid-day. At 
first we cautiously approached the young dillos, not wanting to 
scare them off. However, it soon became apparent that they were 
totally engaged in digging up and 
devouring grubs living under the 
trail mulch. They were completely 
unconcerned with (or unaware 
of) our presence. For more than 
half an hour we observed and 
photographed as they rooted up 
the trails, tumbled over the ledges 
and went in and out of their den 
just south of the residence. One 
youngster even went for a brief 
swim in one of the small water 
features. Over the next few days 
we continued to see evidence 
of their nocturnal forays in the 
freshly plowed up trails, but they 
never again appeared during 
daylight hours. 

Georgean and Paul Kyle, 
Sanctuary Stewards

Fledgling Carolina Wrens, young armadillo emerging from burrow, photos by Paul Kyle

The Travis Audubon Chaetura Canyon 
Bird Sanctuary is unique. It is the only 
place in the world where Chimney 

Swifts are so carefully protected and so closely 
observed in such an intimate setting. As their 
numbers dwindle elsewhere, Chimney Swifts 
thrive at Chaetura Canyon due to innovative 
conservation practices resulting from over 20 
years of observation and research by Georgean 
and Paul Kyle. To insure conservation for future 
generations of swifts and birders alike, Paul 
and Georgean donated their beautiful property 
and home to the Travis Audubon Society in 
2006 to be protected in perpetuity. You can help 
maintain this wonderful new TAS resource by 
attending an unforgettable evening this Fall:

Join us for 
Dinner on the Deck 

at 
Chaetura Canyon 
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continued on next page

Second Saturday participants, photo by Brenda Ladd

Fledgling Golden-fronted Woodpecker, 
photo by Georgean Kyle
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Baker Sanctuary News

While hiking near Baker Spring, I finally saw our 
endemics, those special animals that are found in central 
Texas and nowhere else! Naturalists seek them out, 

school children are taught about their uniqueness and importance, 
and scientists study and worry about them, especially with the 
ever-increasing pace of development and environmental change. I 
didn’t expect to see them, certainly not nine in one area, but seeing 
is believing. Surrounded by towering walnuts and white-barked 
sycamores, they quietly foraged in the cold waters of the spring, 
searching out macroinvertebrates hidden in the debris littering the 
bottom of the creek. 

The Jollyville Plateau Salamander (Eurycea tonkawae) is found 
only in Travis and Williamson counties and not much is known 
about its life history. Imagine trying to study an organism that is 
small (38-51 mm), spends a good deal of time inside the aquifer, 
and, when conditions allow for it to be in surface waters, is difficult 
to find, blending in very well with the background environment. It 
does not sing, it does not have flashy colors, it survives by being 
cryptic. Beginning in 1996, the City of Austin began a monitoring 
project to illuminate various life history questions, a study that, 
when completed three years later, did provide some insight into 
the life of the salamander. However, like any good project, more 
questions were raised and the search for data continues. In July, 
Nathan Bendik and Matt Menchaca conducted the fifth survey of 
the ephemeral Baker Spring. Crouched over in a cloud of voracious 
mosquitoes, they patiently examined the creek and the spring for 
salamanders, discovering two small juveniles and seven large 
juveniles/small adults. It was a banner day, surpassing the previous 
record of four in 2006.

 Visitation rates at Baker drop when the Golden-cheeked Warbler 
becomes scarce but there is still much to see and experience. When 
habitat is preserved with one species in mind, it benefits all species 
that call that area home. Come and explore – maybe you will run 
across a Ring-tailed Cat, see an alluring species of spider, or maybe 
identify a new plant or flower. I nearly tripped over a copperhead 
the other day and that was the last animal I had expected to 
encounter when I began the hike. There certainly is more to Baker 
Sanctuary than just golden-cheeks, come and see for yourself.

Christopher Murray
Baker Sanctuary Steward

  
Date:  Friday, September 10th 
Time:  6:00 PM
Place: The Stewards’ Residence at Chaetura Canyon

       
The evening will begin with an optional stroll that wanders past 
numerous Chimney Swift Towers, through a haven of native 
plants, carefully restored wildlife habitat including an amazing 
grove of sapling Spanish Oaks and several small ponds teaming 
with dragonflies, chorusing Leopard Frogs and other aquatic 
critters along the easily walkable upper trails.  
 
Enjoy drinks on the covered deck overlooking the Canyon and 
a seated dinner hand-prepared by Georgean. Following dinner 
the Kyles will host a brief video presentation showing rarely 

seen nesting activities from Chaetura Canyon. This exclusive event 
is limited to 10 participants, so don’t wait too long! To secure your 
reservations, please fill out the attached reservation form and return 
ASAP to:

Georgean and Paul Kyle
1206 West 38th Street, Suite 1105 / Austin, Texas 78705

Questions? Email us at dwa@austin.rr.com

Admission is $100 per person with all proceeds going 
into the TAS Chaetura Canyon fund.

The fund is used for maintenance and ongoing conservation 
and education projects at Chaetura Canyon.

Photo courtesy of Christopher Murray



Super Tuesday! at Milton Reimers Ranch, led byTerry Banks
Spend a morning in the Hill Country exploring this diverse location in western Travis County with Terry Banks. Participants will 
meet at a central location and carpool and will have the option of lunching at an area restaurant. Entrance fee at this County Park is 
$10.00 per car and free for those lucky cars containing a Senior. Limited to 12 people. Please contact Terry Banks at 55bluebirds@
att.net to register.

Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend 
Sponsored monthly by the Hornsby Bend Bird Conservatory. All levels of birders are welcome and no registration is required. 
Contact Eric Carpenter at ecarpe@gmail.com for more information.

Beginner’s Bird Walk Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center
The Beginner’s Bird Walk for September will be led by Virginia Rose and Shirley LaVergne at the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower 
Center. This trip which is limited to 15 participants so please register with Virginia Rose at virginia.rose@att.net. Meet at the cistern 
near the front of the Wildflower Center (inside the gates) at 7:30am. This field trip will take place on wheelchair accessible trails. 

Jonestown Chimney Swift Roost
Join Kathy McCormack for dinner at the True Grits restaurant on FM 1431 in Jonestown from 6:30 – 7:30 pm and then walk across 
the street to watch thousands of Chimney Swifts swirl into their roost in an old cistern at sunset. This is one of the national “A Swift 
Night Out” weekends so we will be submitting our count data from this field trip. The viewing area for the Chimney Swift roost is 
wheelchair accessible. No reservation is required, but contact Kathy McCormack (VEFL21@yahoo.com or (c) 698-9880) if you 
have any questions.

Two-hour Tuesday! at Champion Park, led by Dan Callaway
Visit this relatively new park in Williamson County located along the beautiful Brushy Creek Regional Trail. It is fall migration time, 
so who knows what will show up. From the intersection of MOPAC and Parmer Lane, take Parmer Lane west for approximately 8 
miles. At Brushy Creek Road turn right and go approximately 1.1 mile to the Champion Park entrance at 3830 Brushy Creek Road. 
No registration required.

Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend
Join field trip leaders George Kerr and Stu WIlson at Austin’s premier birding site. For more information go to www.hornsbybend.
org. All levels of birders are welcome and no registration is required.

Bird Survey at Baker Sanctuary
NEW! The Conservation Committee, in collaboration with the Sanctuary Committee, is planning regular bird surveys at Travis 
Audubon’s Baker Sanctuary near Cedar Park. To help kick off the “Make Your Birding Count” initiative, the committees are inviting 
experienced and novice birders to come to Baker Sanctuary to enjoy a morning of birding while performing an area count of all of 
the birds. We’ll have our countdown at 11:30 at the Jackie Arnold Education Center, and participants are welcome to bring their lunch 
and to picnic together afterwards. Registration required by emailing Shelia Hargis at shargis@austin.rr.com

Tuesday Mystery Bird Walk, led by Ken Zaslow
Are you feeling lucky? Let’s explore a south Austin park looking for resident birds and possible late migrants. The location will be 
sent to registrants a few days before the trip. Limited to 14 people. Contact Ken Zaslow at khz@att.net to register.

Hazel Bazemore Hawk Watch with Jeff Patterson, Noreen Baker, and Robert Reeves
One of nature’s “don’t miss” spectacles is the huge “kettles” of raptors heading south on fall days in south Texas. Jeff Patterson, 
Noreen Baker and TAS Raptor Class Instructor Robert Reeves will lead a field trip to Hazel Bazemore County Park in Corpus Christi 
during the Celebration of Flight weekend of the Hawk Watch and Birding Festival. The Best Western Hotel in Corpus at 
902 Navigation Blvd. will be the target hotel with participants making their own reservations (approximately $60/night). There will 
be a $13 fee for participants (to cover a portion of leader expenses and provide a small donation to TA) which does not include 
lodging, food or gasoline. The trip is limited to 15 participants so please register with Jeff Patterson at jepbird2@austin.rr.com or by 
calling 512-487-2755.

Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge
Led by Deb and Lee Wallace, our Fall quarterly field trip to the Refuge will take participants to Doeskin Ranch, one of the publicly-
accessible tracts of the refuge. Participants will meet at The Container Store at US 183 and Capital of Texas Hwy at 6:20 am and then 
carpool to Doeskin Ranch from there. The Friends of Balcones Canyonlands NWR will have lunch available for you to purchase 
afterwards for a donation of $10 at the Flying X Ranch. Registration required by emailing Laurie Foss at 
lauriefoss@flywayadventures.com
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TA Events - Sept 2010
Tuesday, Sept 5

7:00 am to early 
afternoon

Saturday, Sept 11
7:00 am & 4:00 pm

Saturday, Sept 11
7:30 am to 10:30 am

Saturday, Sept 11
6:30 pm to 8:15 pm

Tuesday, Sept 14
8:00 am to 10:00 am

Saturday, July 17
7:30 am to noon

Sunday, Sept 19
7:00 am to noon

Tuesday, Sept 21
8:00 am to 10:00 am

Sept 24 to 26

Sunday, Sept 26
6:20 am to 1:00 pm

Due to limited page space and the large number of upcoming field trips, readers are encouraged to visit the Field Trips 
section at www.travisaudubon.org for complete trip details. Although emails to the registrar are preferred, those who 
do not have email access can register for any field trip by phoning Jeff Patterson at 512-487-2755.



TA Events - Sept 2010
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TA Events - Oct 2010
Tuesday, Sept 28
7:00 am to early 

afternoon

Saturday, Oct 2
8:00 am to 10:00 am

Tuesday, Oct 5
6:00 am to early 

afternoon

Saturday, Oct 9
7:00 am and 4:00 pm

Tuesday, Oct 12
8:00 am to 10:00 am

Saturday, Oct 16
7:30 am to 9:30 am

Sunday, Oct 17
6:30 am to 1:00 pm

Tuesday, Oct 19
9:00 am to 11:00 am

Saturday, Oct 23
7:30 am to 11:00 am

Tuesday, Oct 26
7:00 am to 11:00 am

Oct 30 and  Oct 31

Super Tuesday! in San Marcos, led by Deb and Lee Wallace
Take a trip south to San Marcos to visit the grounds at Aquarena Springs. We will also visit nearby lesser known birding 
hotspots in Hays County. Participants will carpool from a location in South Austin. Bring a bag lunch for a picnic at one of the 
parks along the San Marcos River. Limited to 12 people. Contact Ken Zaslow at khz@att.net to register.

Beginner’s Bird Walk at Richard Moya Park
October’s Beginner’s Bird Walk will take place at Richard Moya Park south of Bergstrom Airport at 10001 Burleson Rd. Meet 
near the first parking area. This field trip will take place on wheelchair accessible trails. No registration is necessary for this 
field trip, but for further information you may contact Virginia Rose at virginia.rose@att.net.  

Super Tuesday! at Inks Lake State Park, led by Terry Banks
Explore 1200 acres of woodlands, wildflowers, and pink granite outcroppings in this beautiful location on the Colorado River 
in Burnet County. Participants will meet at a central location and carpool, with the option to have lunch at an area restaurant. 
Entrance fee at this State Park is $5.00 per person, or free for those in a car with a Texas State Parks Pass. Limited to 12 
people so please contact Terry Banks at 55bluebirds@att.net to register

Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend 
Sponsored monthly by the Hornsby Bend Bird Conservatory. All levels of birders are welcome and no registration is required. 
Contact Eric Carpenter at ecarpe@gmail.com for more information.

Tuesday Mystery Bird Walk, led by Ken Zaslow
Are you feeling lucky? Let’s explore a park in eastern Travis County to look for resident birds and possible early-winter 
migrants. The location will be sent to registrants a few days before the trip. Limited to 14 people so please register with Ken 
Zaslow at khz@att.net. 

Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend
Join two of TAS’s field trip leaders at Austin’s premier birding site. For more information go to www.hornsbybend.org. All 
levels of birders are welcome and no registration is required.

Lake Buchanan Area, led by Jeff Patterson and Judith Bailey
Jeff Patterson and Judith Bailey will lead this ½ day trip to bird Canyon of the Eagles Park, Cedar Point Recreation Area and 
other Lake Buchanan area stops. Meet at the Half-priced Books Store at the northwest corner of Hwy 183 and Anderson Mill 
Road in north Austin at 6:30 am to car pool. Contact Jeff Patterson at 512-487-2755 or jepbird2@austin.rr.com to register 
for this trip. We will plan to be back in Austin at about 2:00pm after a picnic lunch, so bring your lunch.

Two-hour Tuesday! Butterflies in Sunset Valley, led by Stan VanSandt
Meet at the Sunset Valley City Hall located at 3205 Jones Road at 9:00am. We will look at birds, of course, but at this time 
of year butterfly populations should be at a peak. With luck we can expect to see a nice variety of butterfly species and good 
numbers of individuals. No registration required.

Smith Memorial Trail and Bull Park, led by Stu Wilson
Stu Wilson will lead birders on a short hike along the Smith Memorial Trail and Bull Creek. No registration required. Meet at 
the gravel parking area for the Irving and Hazeline Smith Memorial Trail in northwest Austin off Loop 360 at 7:30am. See our 
Field Trips section online for specific directions.

Super Tuesday! at Cedar Breaks Park, led by Dan Callaway
Spend a crisp Fall morning exploring the south shore of Lake Georgetown in Williamson County. Participants will meet at a 
central location and carpool with the option to have lunch at an area restaurant. Limited to 14 people so please register with 
Ken Zaslow at khz@att.net

Travis Audubon Members-only Field Trip and/or Family Camp-out at the CL Browning 
Ranch in Johnson City with Laurie Foss and Shelia Hargis
The privately owned 977-acre CL Browning Ranch is located in Blanco County in the Texas Hill Country, sixty miles north of 
San Antonio and forty-eight miles west of Austin. Laurie Foss, Shelia Hargis and Scott Gardner (ranch manager) will lead this 
field trip and camping experience. The fun is only available to Travis Audubon members, so if you are not a Travis Audubon 
member, it’s not too late to join! New members are especially welcome. There are multiple options available for participants, 
contact Laurie for full details. Registration for the field trip and the camping is required by emailing Laurie Foss at 
lauriefoss@flywayadventures.com. 
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Travis Audubon Classes
Travis Audubon’s Odonate Identification Class 2010
Travis Audubon is pleased to again offer the exciting class on 
identification of Odonates: dragonflies and damselflies. It is 
taught by Dr. John Abbott. The class will provide both classroom 
instruction and identification practice in the field focusing on 
dragonflies and damselflies of the Austin area. 

The class is designed for beginners. Previous class members 
quickly became ardent enthusiasts and are making significant 
contributions to the knowledge of the distribution and status of the 
Odonates of Texas.

Dr. John Abbott, Curator of Entomology for the Texas Natural 
Science Center (Texas Memorial Museum) at the University 
of Texas is Editor-in-Chief and past President of the Dragonfly 
Society of the Americas, and the author of Dragonflies and 
Damselflies of Texas and the South-Central United States and four 
volumes of the Texas Dragonfly Atlas. Dr. Abbott’s new damselfly 
field guide will be available in spring 2011.  

Lectures will be held in west central Austin on September 21, 23, 
28 and 30 from 7-9 pm. The field trip will be held on Saturday, 
October 2, from 9 am-2 pm. More specific information will be 
provided after registration. The class fee is $50 for TA members, 
$65 for non-members. There will be easy walking on the field trip, 
and close-focusing binoculars are encouraged.  

For more information or to register contact Kathy McCormack  at 
VEFL21@yahoo.com or at 512-698-9880. Please provide your 
name, phone number and email address and if you are currently a 
TA member.

Travis Audubon’s Warblers - Natural History and 
Identification Class 2010
Travis Audubon is happy to again offer a warbler identification 
class. This fall class will be taught by Doug Booher. Doug Booher 
is a past president of Travis Audubon and has taught several of 
its classes. The course will be an introduction to the 46 species 
of warblers that regularly occur in Texas including discussion 
of taxonomy, range of occurrence, breeding status, and habitat. 
Further, the class will focus on identification of those warblers that 
are particularly challenging to identify in non-breeding plumage.
The class is designed for intermediate birders with at least one year 
birding experience. 

The course will be held Wednesday evenings September 15 and 
22 from 7-9pm at a Southeast Austin location. More specific 
information will be provided at registration. There will be a local 
field trip the morning of Saturday, September 18. In addition 
there will be an optional out-of-town field trip to Corpus Christi 
the weekend of September 25. 

The lecture portion of the class is limited to 30 participants and the 
out-of-town field trip size is limited to 16. The tuition for the class 
is $60 for members of Travis Audubon and $70 for non-members. 
Those going on the optional Corpus field trip will share Doug’s 
expenses for the field trip. 

For more information or to register for the class contact Frances 
Cerbins at fcerbins@yahoo.com or 512 372 9039 with your 
name, phone, email address and whether you are currently a 
Travis Audubon member. Please indicate whether you want to go 
on the out-of-town field trip. 

Travis Audubon’s Introduction to Birds and Birding 
Class, Fall 2010
Are you starting to notice birds and would like to know more 
about them? Have you been watching birds casually and would 
now like to take a more structured approach to learning more 
about them? Are you looking for a good excuse to get outside 
and connect with nature? If you answered yes to one or more 
of these questions, then the Introduction to Birds and Birding 
Class is the class for you. This class promises to transform 
your relationship to birds and start you down the road toward 
a life-long love and enjoyment of birds. You will also learn 
how you can make a difference for the birds and contribute to 
bird conservation efforts. Instruction will be provided during 
four classroom sessions and four field trips to popular birding 
locations in or near Austin. 

The class will cover a variety of topics including: how to identify 
birds; bird identification of many species of Central Texas birds; 
bird migration; bird and habitat conservation; field guides and 
binoculars; and where to go birding in Central Texas and farther 
afield. No prior birding experience is necessary.

The class instructor, Shelia Hargis, has been birding for 14 years 
and loves birds! She spends most of her free time birding or 
thinking about birds and enjoys sharing her love of birds with 
others. Shelia has given presentations and classes on numerous 
bird topics including bird identification, bird migration, birding 
by ear, and wildscaping your yard. Shelia regularly leads birding 
field trips and is currently on the Travis Audubon Board of 
Directors and the Travis Audubon Conservation Committee. She 
is also a past President of Travis Audubon.
 
The classroom portion of this workshop will be held on 
Wednesday evenings, October 6, October 13, November 3, 
and November 17 (6:30-8:30 PM) in a central Austin location. 
More specific information will be provided after registration. 
The field trips will be held on weekend mornings, October 9, 
October 17, November 6, and November 20 (beginning around 
7:00 AM). Depending on the location of the field trip, the trip 
will end around 12:00 PM or 2:00 PM. The class is limited to 
12 participants, so register early. Tuition will be $55 for TAS 
members and $65 for non-members. 

Participants will need to bring paper and a pen to the classroom 
sessions. Binoculars, hats, sturdy close-toed shoes, sunscreen 
and water are requirements for the field trips. There are a limited 
number of binoculars available for loan to students who don’t 
already have a pair. For more information or to register for the 
class, contact Shelia Hargis at intro2birds@gmail.com or at 294-
0272. Include your name, phone, email address and if you are a 
TAS member on non-member.
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Travis Audubon’s Nestbox Workshop 
at Chaetura Canyon 2010
Paul and Georgean Kyle will hold their annual workshop on building 
nestboxes (birdhouses). Each class member will be given a pre-cut 
kit to construct his/her own nestbox during the class. Participants 
will learn about the nesting needs of several cavity nesting birds 
such as Bewick’s Wrens, Eastern Bluebirds, Black-crested Titmice, 
etc. and the proper placement and care of the boxes. Plans will also 
be available for Screech-owl boxes. After the boxes are completed, 
Paul and Georgean will lead the class through the trails of Chaetura 
Canyon Bird Sanctuary, looking for nests and checking nestboxes for 
occupation earlier this year. One of their Chimney Swift towers will 
also be investigated. No carpentry experience is necessary, and ample 
guidance will be provided.

Paul and Georgean Kyle are the stewards for the Travis Audubon 
sanctuary, Chaetura Canyon. They were the original owners of this 
extraordinary property, and donated it to TA in 2006. The workshop 
will be held Sunday, October 10 from 1-4 p.m. Registration is 
limited to 12 participants. One child 8 years of age or older is welcome 
with each paying adult.

Tuition for this workshop is $25 per person for TA members ($35 
for non-members). Tuition includes one nest box kit and plans for a 
Screech Owl box. For more information or to register for the class, 
contact Anne Donovan at 512-472-3030 or ajdonovan@att.net. Please 
include your name, phone, street address, and email address, and 
whether you are a TA member on non-member.

Travis Audubon’s Grasses Workshop 2010
Much of the landscape of Texas is dominated by grasses. Like 
animals and other plants, each species of grass has its own habitat 
niche. By learning to tell them apart, we can better “read” the 
land. Grasses can tell us about the underlying soil and geology, the 
locations of seeps and seasonally wet (or chronically droughty) areas, 
the intensity of grazing pressure, and the history of disturbance. 
 
Some grasses are magnets for seed-eating birds and other 
wildlife. Many are superb erosion control, or provide cover for 
ground-dwelling wildlife. Some are pioneer plants that help to build 
soil after it has been lost. Some offer superb forage; others not so 
much. Come learn what the grasses can tell us about our land at 
a two-day workshop held at Peaceful Springs Nature Preserve in 
eastern Burnet County.   
 
This will be Bill Reiner’s fourth year to teach the class, after a two-
year hiatus. Bill is now a biologist with the City of Austin managing 
a portion of the Balcones Canyonlands Preserve.  He became familiar 
with most of the 90+ species of grasses in the area when he was a 
biological technician at the Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife 
Refuge adjacent to Peaceful Springs. 
 
The dates are Saturdays, October 16 and 30, from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Tuition for the class is $50 for TA members and $65 for non-
members. To register, contact Paul Wheeler at TASGrassClass@
swbell.net or 512 338 1131. Registration cut-off date will be October 
1. Participants will be provided with additional information about the 
class and directions to the meeting place when they register. Peaceful 
Springs will provide notebooks for participants, and will permit them 
to collect specimens to make their own grass identification guides.

The Big Sit! is back!
Sunday, October 10, All day, any circle of your choosing
There’s no birding event like it. Compete with teams throughout 
the country to see how many species you can count in a 17-foot 
diameter circle of your choosing within a 24-hour period – while 
sitting and relaxing! 

The “official” Travis Audubon circle will once again be at Hornsby 
Bend Bird Observatory by the ponds, so drop by and join us when 
you can for the biggest tail-gate party in birding. Stay tuned to 
eBlasts and our website for contact information for the Hornsby 
circle.

The Friends of Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge 
will be sitting in a circle at the Doeskin Tract of the Refuge. Travis 
Audubon members are very welcome to join the sit at the Refuge! 
Contact Shelia Hargis, shargis@austin.rr.com for more details.

The Big Sit! is an annual, international, noncompetitive birding 
event hosted by Bird Watcher’s Digest and founded by the New 
Haven (CT) Bird Club. It is sponsored by Swarovski Optik and 
Eagle Optics.

Today there are Big Sit! circles all over the world, including 
Guatemala, India, the Netherlands, England, Vietnam, and New 
Zealand. The simplicity of the concept makes The Big Sit! so 
appealing. Find a good spot for bird watching – preferably one with 
good views of a variety of habitats and lots of birds. Next you create 
a real or imaginary circle 17 feet in diameter and sit inside the circle 
for 24 hours, counting all the bird species you see or hear. That’s it. 
Find a spot, sit in it, have fun.

THE BIG SIT! is like a Big Day, or a bird-
a-thon in that the object is to tally as 
many bird species as can be 
seen or heard within 24 hours. 
The difference lies in the area 
limitation from which you can 
observe. THIS FREE EVENT 
is OPEN to every person and 
club in any country! Visit www.
birdwatchersdigest.com/site/
funbirds/bigsit/bigsit.aspx to 
register your own circle and 
read the rules of play.  The Big 
Sit!-  the most sedentary event 
in birding. Don’t miss it!



1 6     S I G N A L  S M O K E  /  Sept/Oct 2010 T R A V I S  A U D U B O N

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage Paid
Permit No. 2301

Austin, Texas

Travis Audubon
YES! I want to enjoy the benefits of Travis Audubon chapter 
membership. Enroll me as a member of Travis Audubon. 
Enclosed is my check for:

  $10 Youth Membership (up to age 18)
  $25 Individual Membership
  $35 Family Membership
  $75 Painted Bunting Membership (embroidered patch of 

Painted Bunting)
  $100 Vireo Membership (Embroidered patch of Vireo, TA 

car decal)
  $250 Warbler Membership (Embroidered patch of Warbler, 

TA car decal, 1 free class, VIP field trip)
  $1,000 Lifetime Membership (Special Lifetime Member 

embroidered patch,  T-shirt, TA car decal, Invitation to 
special events, VIP field trip)

 T-shirt size (for Lifetime memberships)   ________________

   This is a gift membership from ________________________
  

Name __________________________Phone _____________

Address __________________________________________

City ______________________ State ____  Zip __________

Email  ____________________________________________

Visit the Travis Audubon Web site: 
www.travisaudubon.org

Travis Audubon
3710 Cedar Street
Box 5
Austin, TX. 78705

Dated Material - DO NOT DELAY

Join your local Audubon chapter, Travis Audubon, by using the 
form at the right. Your dues will be put to use supporting local 

conservation, education, research projects, field trips, and other 
Travis Audubon activities right here in Central Texas. We seek 
your support through your membership in our local chapter. 

To become a member of the national Audubon, please go to 
their website at www.audubon.org. Don’t forget to include the 
National Audubon Source Code of 79M7 and the Travis Audubon 
Chapter code of W03, so Travis Audubon receives credit.

Join Travis Audubon now and support 
local birds, wildlife, and their habitats.
Travis Audubon chapter members receive six issues of this Signal 
Smoke newsletter, priority sign-ups on local field trips, discounts 
on our educational classes, the opportunity to participate in our 
e-mail group and attend our wonderful monthly lectures, and 
more!

To join Travis Audubon:
Make your check payable to Travis Audubon and send it with this 
form to Travis Audubon, 3710 Cedar St., Box 5, Austin, TX 78705, 
or join on-line using any major credit card by going to 
www.travisaudubon.org and clicking on Membership.

T r a v i s  A u d u b o n  


