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TA Monthly Meetings

TreeHouse Bed & Bird. Photo courtesy of Susan Lynch

October Fundraiser to Honor Conservation Hero 
Andrew Sansom and Feature Popular Auction Items

Thursday, Sept 15 7:00 pm
Raptors of Texas

Speaker: Dr. Craig Farquhar

Thursday, Oct 20 7:00 pm
Silent Spring Revolution
Speaker: Douglas Brinkley

Complete meeting details on Page 9

Westminster Presbyterian Church
3208 Exposition Blvd.  Austin, TX

Fans of birding, birding equipment, and birding vacations will 
want to take a close look at the auction items available at 
Travis Audubon’s fundraiser on October 1. The items range 

from an outstanding spotting scope from Eagle Optics to great 
birding opportunities during the height of spring migration.

The 2011 Victor Emanuel Conservation Award luncheon will 
be held downtown at the Stephen F. Austin InterContinental 
Hotel. This year’s honoree is Andrew Sansom, who has spent his 
professional life working to preserve the state’s natural resources. 
While Sansom was executive director of the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department, the agency added 500,000 acres to the state 
parks and wildlife management areas. Today he champions water 
conservation as head of the River Systems Institute at Texas State 
University-San Marcos.

The luncheon will include Fund-a-
Cause drive for Youth Education. This 
fundraising will allow Travis Audubon 
to expand its outdoor classes and 
nature activities designed for school 
children. The live auction will be led 
by Gayle Stallings, a benefit auctioneer 
specialist with FUNauctions. Last year, 
Stallings’ auctioneering skills proved 
to be both entertaining and lively. She 
did such a good job that some guests 
ended up casting bids for the hand-held 
sparklers used by Stallings’ assistants. 
Information on sponsorships and 
reservations is at www.travisaudubon.org. 

The auctions items available for bid are as follows:   
 

Day of birding with Barry; 8 people each day (April 20-21, 2012)
Join expert birder Barry Lyon at three of this area’s most productive 
birding sites during spring migration. Bastrop State Park with its 

piney woods and shaded waterways provides habitat for species 
not found around Austin, including the Pileated Woodpecker, 
Yellow-throated Vireo, and Hooded Warbler. At Webberville County 
Park, Eastern Kingbirds and Painted Buntings share air space with 
Scissor-tailed Flycatchers and Grasshopper Sparrows. The water-
filled impoundments and mudflats at Hornsby Bend attract herons, 
egrets, American Avocet, American Golden-Plover, and a variety of 
waterfowl. Expect an impressive mix of raptors. 

Three nights at Victor Emanuel’s beach house, Bolivar Peninsula; 
day of guided birding by Winnie Burkett (date to be arranged)  
Victor Emanuel, founder of Victor Emanuel Nature Tours, offers 
his beach house at the southern end of Bolivar, close to the ferry 
and 20 minutes from the birding hotspot of High Island. Unlike 
exposed houses built on open beach, this house and viewing deck 
front a saltwater marsh, which draws shorebirds, egrets, herons, 

spoonbills, and terns. The house 
is air conditioned and furnished; 
it sleeps up to six (two twin 
beds and two queen beds in a 
large living area). Bolivar Flats 
is minutes away, while Rollover 
Pass and Anahuac National 
Wildlife Refuge are within a 
45-minute drive. 

Two nights for two at 
TreeHouse Bed & Bird, Rio 
Frio in Uvalde County; guided 
tour by Manager Susan Lynch 
(date to be arranged)

Visit the TreeHouse Bed & Bird at the Lynch Ranch Preserve near 
Garner State Park. This secluded refuge is ideal for nature lovers 
who like to watch wildlife and indulge in river swims. Guests stay 
in the TreeHouse Suite, which opens onto a large deck in an oak 
canopy overlooking the Frio River. 

conitinued on page 3
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On October 1, Travis Audubon members and friends are honoring Andy 
Sansom with the Victor Emanuel Conservation Award. It is certainly 
appropriate that Andy has spent his life in conservation of natural areas, 

parks and wildlife management refuges in Texas. Today he specializes in water 
resources – talk about timely! This drought requires us all to concentrate on 
protecting water resources, and of course birds can not exist without water. 

Recently I sat on a panel discussing the importance of protecting streams, creeks, 
springs and riparian areas. I gave an example of how birds had protected one of 
the City of Austin’s primary sources of water, Bull Creek. The preserves for the 
Golden-cheeked Warbler under the Balcones Conservation Plan have kept much of 
the Bull Creek watershed in a natural state, and the creek has remained healthy. 

Travis County will go to the voters on a bond package in November that protects 
eastern creeks and adds to the current protection given by natural parks on the 
Pedernales River. Every time we have a chance to keep watersheds healthy we had 
better grab it. Travis Audubon can be a strong voice to protect birds, which also 
helps ensure better water resources in the future. Let’s salute Andy on October 1, 
and vote for the county park bonds.

Valarie Bristol
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continued from front page
Group of six hike into remote areas of Balcones Canyonlands 
National Wildlife Refuge led by Chuck Sexton 
(Saturday, April 14, 2012)
Chuck Sexton, Ph.D., leads an all-day hike on a remote tract of the 
Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge. The excursion 
focuses on Golden-cheeked Warblers and their supporting ecosystem. 
Sexton is a wildlife biologist who has studied the ecology of the 
Hill Country for more than 30 years. Retired from the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, he is on staff of the Balcones Canyonlands Refuge. 
Note: Hiking into the Post Oak Creek watershed ranks as moderate 
to difficult due to irregular terrain, off-trail hiking, and shallow water 
crossings. 

Vortex Skyline ED Spotting Scope from Eagle Optics
The Vortex Skyline 20-60x80mm Angled Spotting Scope ED80SK-A 
is ideal in the grey light of dawn because it grasps all the light needed 
to pull fine details out of hazy scenes and dim light. Weighs 4.25 lbs; is 
waterproof and fogproof.

Reception, glass-bottom boat ride, and bird tour at Aquarena Center, 
San Marcos, led by Andrew Sansom, for group of 21 
(date to be arranged)
Join Andy and Nona Sansom for a boating tour of the San Marcos 

Springs. Ride an elegant 
glass-bottom boat, which has 
plied the waters of Spring 
Lake (formerly Aquarena 
Springs) for six decades. 
Spring Lake is home to eight 
threatened or endangered 
species and is one of the 
oldest continuously inhabited 
sites in North America. 
Onshore, the group will bird 
with one of the area’s most 
knowledgeable experts, then 
enjoy wine and appetizers 
on the roof of the Aquarena 
Springs Inn. 

Three nights at beachfront condo, South Padre Island 
(Jan. 5 to Feb. 28, 2012) 
Enjoy this beachfront condo at The Plaza at South Padre during prime 
birding time on the coast. This donation comes from Anne Donovan 
and her mother, Anna Faye Peterson. Their newly remodeled condo has 
3 bedrooms, 3 baths, kitchen, washer/dryer, and living and dining areas 
with views of the beach. Wildlife preserves are nearby.

Jorjanna Price

d
Victor Emanuel 

Conservation Award Luncheon

Travis Audubon Honors 
Conservation Hero 

Andrew Sansom

Saturday, October 1, 2011
Noon to 2 p.m.

InterContinental Stephen F Austin Hotel
701 Congress Avenue

Austin, Texas

For tickets, 
go to www.travisaudubon.org

d
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NATURALIST’S  
CALENDAR

by Bill Reiner

photo by Robert Baumgardner 

The solitary, foot-long bird perched on the telephone wire seems 
both familiar and not. Yesterday and for the past several months 
it would have been a Mourning Dove, but not today. The sun 

behind it keeps you from seeing colors, but you know it’s different. 
Maybe it’s the big head, disproportionately large for a dove. Maybe it’s 
the way the bird sometimes bobs its tail, or stares intently at the ground 
below. Mourning Doves don’t do those things. You remember seeing 
this bird many times before, but the context is wrong. Shouldn’t the air 
be cold, with a brisk wind from the north through leafless trees? Ah, 
yes, it’s an American Kestrel, back to reclaim its hunting ground for the 
winter.

If the kestrel should fly, it again shows a likeness to a Mourning Dove, 
for it has the same streamlined shape, including the long tail and long, 
pointed wings typical of the falcons, the raptor clan to which it belongs. 
A falcon’s body shape makes it ideally suited for high-speed chases in 
open country, but kestrels’ bodies have a more delicate build than the 
slightly larger Merlins that bullet around the countryside chasing down 
small birds. Kestrels prey more often upon large insects – grasshoppers, 
dragonflies, cicadas, and beetles – and small mammals such as mice, 
voles, and shrews—though they will take a sparrow or a lark if given 
the chance.

Their choice of prey makes hunting from a perch more efficient for 
kestrels than hunting on the wing. American Kestrels capture most of 

their prey with short flights, 
generally less than 50 meters, 
from a perch. That may be 
surprising to birders, who 
know the kestrel’s most 
distinctive behavior is its 
ability to hover while facing 
a headwind as it scans open 
ground for prey. No other 
North American falcon 
regularly hovers while hunting, 
and only a few other hawks 
do. (Rough-legged Hawks and 
White-tailed Kites are notable 
exceptions.) But extensive 
observations of their hunting 
behavior have shown that 
kestrels devote less than 10% 
of their time to hover-hunting.

Hovering is, however, 
conspicuous, which is why so 
many of us think that kestrels 
hunt this way more often than 

they actually do. It also seems to be effective in areas where there are 
no convenient perches but a high density of prey. A study of mouse 
behavior suggested that mice freeze in response to a shadow of a hawk 
in motion, but move around more when the shadow is stationary. So by 
hovering in place, a kestrel can “wait out” a mouse until it gives away 
its position.

A kestrel’s aerial agility also equips it to capture flying grasshoppers. 
When a grasshopper flies, it is very conspicuous and a tempting target. 

However, grasshoppers usually fly only short distances and then, 
just before reaching their destination, fold their wings and drop. As 
soon as they close their wings, they become essentially invisible to a 
predator. Kestrels aren’t fooled so easily. A kestrel will fly directly to 
the point at which the grasshopper seemed to disappear; when about a 
meter away, it opens its wings to brake its forward motion. This action 
usually startles the grasshopper back into flight, and the kestrel is often 
quick enough to snatch it with its taloned feet. An admiring observer 
recorded that the strategy was 80% successful when the grasshopper 
flushed – a very high success rate for a raptor.

American Kestrels may have another trait that helps them to catch 
rodents. Eurasian Kestrels, which are probably our species’ nearest 
relatives, have demonstrated an ability to see ultraviolet light. Why is 
this important? Well, mouse urine, as it turns out, reflects ultraviolet 
light. Mice leave traces of urine along their pathways through 
grasslands. The scent apparently helps the mice to navigate through 
the labyrinth of grasses, especially in dim light. But a kestrel may be 
able to use the mouse’s navigation tool against it. By noting the traces 
of ultraviolet reflection, a kestrel knows where to focus its attention, 
waiting for movement and the opportunity to strike.

So a kestrel waits, depending upon its superior vision to alert it to a 
potential meal. Like other hawks, kestrels have vision far more acute 
than that of humans. In addition to a higher density of light-sensitive 
“cones” in the retina, hawks have two foveae – or focal centers – 
instead of the one that we have in each of our eyes. A kestrel’s eyes 
are also disproportionately large, so large that the eyes have little room 
for movement in the head. The eyes are so big that they bulge outward 
from the head, probably giving the birds a wider range of vision, so 
there is less need to turn the head to see in a different direction.

The bulging eyes could result in problems with sun glare. But most 
hawks, including all the falcons, have a skeletal structure that helps to 
compensate. Called the “superciliary ridge,” this bony ridge projects 
out over the eye from the top of the skull, shading the eye from 
overhead sun. This is the anatomical feature that gives hawks their 
“fierce” look. That’s the look you’re getting now, because, of course, 
the kestrel saw you coming long before you saw it.

If it is early September, then your kestrel is likely a new arrival, for 
peak migration does not occur until October, though some migrants 
may appear here as early as mid-August. It is more likely to be an 
adult female or a juvenile than an adult male. Because male kestrels 
provide food for the incubating female and for the nestlings once the 
eggs hatch, their summer molt is delayed, which then postpones their 
migration. Kestrels are very territorial on the winter range, and once 
a bird is ensconced on a territory, late arrivals will not displace it. 
Females, which are about 10% larger than males, generally settle in 
the higher-quality open habitats on the winter range, leaving habitat 
with more trees to the males. But since it is early in the season, the 
territories are far from settled, so you may hear more than the usual 
amount of “killy-killy-killy” calls as newly-arrived kestrels sort things 
out.

American Kestrels are the most numerous and widespread falcon 
species – and possibly the most numerous day-flying raptor of any 
kind – in North America. Though they do not breed regularly in Central 

continued on next page

American Kestrel 
Photo credit: Jim deVries
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Texas, they are common 
in suitable habitat almost 
everywhere else on the 
continent south of the arctic 
tree line.

Kestrels have adapted well 
to living in close association 
with humans. Our penchant 
for fragmenting forests has 
allowed this open-country 
raptor to expand its range. 
Powerlines and other human 
structures offer hunting 
perches where natural 
perches are scarce. Kestrels also 
benefit from nooks in human structures that can substitute for scarce natural 
nesting cavities. They may even have gained a competitive advantage over 
other raptors since they are generally immune from the persecution leveled 
against species such as Red-tailed Hawks, suspected of being chicken 
thieves.

Life with humans is not without its perils, of course. Yet, in most places 
American Kestrels seem to be thriving despite exposure to agricultural and 
suburban pesticides and fertilizers, electro-magnetic fields, automobiles, 
recreational shooting, and feral cats. But because they do live in proximity 
to all these hazards, kestrels can tell us much about their effects. And they 
have been telling us. Kestrels breed readily in captivity, which makes them 
excellent laboratory subjects. Studies in both field and lab have examined 
the birds’ responses to DDT and other organo-chlorines, lead, mercury, 
PCBs, selenium, fluoride, and electromagnetic fields. They have even been 
successfully artificially inseminated – the first falcons so raised. Some 
avid birders may be disdainful of American Kestrels because they are so 
common and conspicuous, and may even distract us from a rarity of similar 
size and shape. But we owe a debt of respect to a species that continues to 
live with us and give us feedback about the changes we are making to our 
world. So tip your hat to the new arrival, and wish him or her well, as you 
each go about your business.

Sources for this article included Behavior and Ecology of the American 
Kestrel (Falco sparverius) in the Sierra Nevada of California, by Thomas 
G. Balgooyen; “American Kestrel (Falco sparverius)” by John A. 
Smallwood and David M. Bird, in The Birds of North America, no. 602; 
and Hawks, Eagles, and Falcons of North America: Biology and Natural 
History, by Paul A. Johnsgard.

continued on next page

It’s been a tough year for nesting birds, as we learned at the Purple 
Martin colony at Hornsby Bend. The good news is 148 martins 
fledged from the colony. A late cold spell from May 1-3 caused a 

food shortage. We lost 31 of 83 hatchlings. Luckily, the majority of the 
young martins were still in the egg and survived. 

Next came heat and drought. We lost 39 more nestlings during the 
rest of the season, due to dehydration and stresses from the heat. The 
early losses caused some adult martins to renest, which pushed the 
season later than usual. We found baby martins having jumped the nest, 
because they couldn’t stand the heat or dehydration.

One Sunday, we found a baby martin on the ground, too young to fly. 
His cloaca was plugged by a raisin-sized lump of poop. We carefully 
moistened and removed it, and placed him in his nest. Then, by 
chance, we met two wildlife rehabilitators releasing a Barn Swallow. 
They said they were receiving many dehydrated birds. The hot, dry air 
and dehydration of insect prey contributed to the problem. Adults can 
easily hydrate themselves by skimming ponds. 

Our nestling had a very hard stomach, and dehydrated skin. The 
rehabbers took the worst cases with them. After some instruction, we 
showed up every 2 days to hydrate the remaining 21 nestlings. It was 
painstaking to get them to drink without getting water into their lungs. 
The removed birds were returned a few days later. Our operation was 
a big success, as 19 of 21 birds successfully fledged. This was much 
higher than the 68% rate for the season. Most years, our success is 
around 90%, with a high of 97% in rainy 2007. 

We extend our heartfelt thanks to rehabbers Stephanie Leuenberger, 
Beth Gross, and Ed Sones from austinareawildliferehab.org and 
Hemant Kulkarni and Julia Heskett, who helped with nest checks and 
hydration. 

Other interesting notes:
- A Carolina Wren nested in a gourd, the first native non-Martin.

- Several starlings figured out how to get in the Crescent and Oblong 
“starling-resistant” doors. The “Excluder” doors succeeded. 

- The new gourd rack, funded by the Hornsby 50th Anniversary 
celebration, was a success.

- The gourd racks were noticeably more successful than the aluminum 
house. Metal housing suffers from more heat and parasites. 

- Overall, we had 308 eggs (new high), 218 hatched (new high), 
and 148 fledged. We had 56 active nests (new high), 48 of which 
hatched young (new high). 71% of our eggs hatched, and 68% of our 
hatchlings fledged. 

As of early August, 
Martins are 
gathering by the 
tens of thousands 
at Highland Mall 
overnight, forming 
a huge spectacle 
before sunset. This 
started several weeks 
earlier than usual. 
We also discovered 
satellite roosts, 
where martins gather 
before flying to the 

Mall, and at dawn. One is near the old Mueller tower, where we’ve 
counted 8,000.

Andy & Julia Balinsky

News from Hornsby Bend

Purple Martins. Photo credit: Julia Balinsky

American Kestrel 
Photo credit: Jim deVries
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Explore and Restore at Blair Woods

Photo credits this page: Nancy Manning

The “Explore and Restore” program was developed by Judy 
Walther of Environmental Survey Consulting, and uses 
hands-on exploration of nature, including the study of 

wildlife, botany, soil and topography/GPS. These children from 

Norman Elementary also learn by participation in the restoration of 
our Blair Woods Sanctuary in East Austin.  

At the Victor Emanuel Conservation Award Luncheon on Oct 1 
you will have an opportunity to support this great program during 
the Fund-a-Cause.  

The “Explore and Restore” program 
includes three components. First, 
students receive direct as well as hands-
on instruction about ornithology, botany, 
geology and zoology in four small group 
settings at their school.

Using the tools of the trade, Judy 
Walther’s team teaches the children how 
to identify the plants and critters, locate 
the creek on a topographic map, and how 
to use GPS.

The following week students go to 
our Blair Woods Sanctuary to put 
their learning into practice.  For 
instance, they are assigned roles 
as “botanists” who collect plants, 
press them in a handmade press 
and then record the plants on their 
data sheets. The “cartographers” 
learn how to use GPS and note the 
location on the topographic map that 
soils and plants were collected.  The 
“zoologists” catalog all of the bird 
and insect species they can find, and 
the “geologists” collect soils from 
different parts of the tract. 

The children then participate in 
restoration at the sanctuary, which 
might include activities like re-
seeding, planting and care of trails.

Work projects are a way to connect 
students with the environment.  
Participating in meaningful work 
gives kids a sense of satisfaction and 
importance.

Finally, staff or volunteers return to the school a week later to help 
the children construct a display. The display features things the 
children collected during their trip to Blair Woods, thus reinforcing 
their learning and allowing them to teach their fellow students 
about the display and their experience at Blair Woods. 

Is our 
restoration of 
Blair Woods 
paying off?  
Ask this guy!
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2011 FUND-A-CAUSE: Youth Education
Where have all the children gone? These days it seems they stay 
indoors to indulge their fascination with everything electronic—
video games, computers, Wii. Kids don’t play outside like they 
once did. And they don’t have as many direct experiences with 
nature. 

This concern has led Travis Audubon to ramp up programs aimed 
at drawing children outdoors and sparking their interest in nature 
with games and fun educational activities. 

In East Austin, Travis Audubon has partnered with Norman 
Elementary School to bring school ecology lessons into the field 
at our Blair Woods preserve. Fourth and fifth graders have visited 
Blair Woods and assumed the roles of botanists, soil scientists, 
zoologists, and cartographers. They collect plant and soil samples, 
catalog bird species, and study topographical maps. They also lend 
a hand with restoring native plants and mulching the trail.

This year our Baker Sanctuary hosted its first Youth Nature Camp. 
Five elementary schools sent youngsters. Chris Murray, our onsite 
steward at Baker, designed a dynamic curriculum with activities 
to hold the students’ interest. The topics ranged from animal 
identification and bird migration patterns to the importance of 
habitat. The day ended with a two-hour hike to bring those lessons 
to life.

Thanks to the Seawell Foundation, each child went home with 
binoculars, a field guide, and a desire to connect with nature.

Is there a “nature deficit disorder” affecting today’s children? More 
and more psychologists think so. They even point to the cognitive 
and behavioral improvements seen in youngsters who have direct 
contact with the natural world.

So why not bring the classroom outside? That’s what Travis 
Audubon is doing.

Jorjanna Price

Bird-a-thon 2011 Winners

We would like to extend our thanks to our bird-a-thon teams for 
making Bird-a-thon 2011 our most successful to date. Our teams 

raised $19,000 for support of Travis Audubon programs and sanctuaries. 
Woo Hoo! Way to go teams! Here are the winners:

Most money raised
1st place: Legal Migrants – Leaders Jane Tillman & Byron Stone
2nd place: Sporty Spotters – Leader Jean Martin
3rd place: Gone Pishing – Leaders Shelia Hargis & Laurie Foss

Most money raised by a new team
1st place: Los Playeros – Leader Cullen Hanks
2nd place: Fledglings Take Flight – Leader Shelia Hargis
3rd place: Team Africa – Leaders Jo Wilson & Carol Bennett

The Jackie Arnold award (most Golden-cheeked Warblers) 
Aviphiliacs – Leader Dan Callaway

Best Team name
City Flickers – Leaders Caroline Jones & Ken Zaslow.

Our lucky team winners were rewarded with some of our coolest prizes 
ever. A big thanks to our prize donors:

Thank you to Nancy Powell for 
donating a field trip to Acacia, her 157-
acre Ranch west of Dripping Springs 
on the Pedernales River and to Anne 
Donovan for donating a picnic lunch 
for this field trip. Thanks also to Anne 
and John Donovan for donating a day 
of birding at their 7 Oaks Ranch and a 
picnic lunch. 

Thank you to Bill Edwards 
for donating a day of 
birding at Cherry Springs 
Ranch. Visit www.
TheCherrySpringsRanch.
com.

Thanks to Hudson’s on the 
Bend for donating a gift 
certificate for $50 and an autographed copy of 
Chef Jeff Black’s Cookbook, “Fired Up.”

 

 

 

Thank You to all our Bird-a-thon donors!
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Our Donors

Business Members
Travis Audubon is delighted to 

recognize its Business Members:
Powell, Ebert & Smolik, PC

Charles J Stephens, Prudential Texas Realty

To learn about the benefits of supporting Travis Audubon as a Business 
Member, please go to www.travisaudubon.org and click on Business 

Member, or contact Travis Audubon at 512.300.BIRD (2473).

Warbler
Sam Fason
Debbye Wallace

Vireo
Kerry A. Bruns
Joan Cox
Kelley Cunny
Justin d’Abadie
Anne Donovan
Shelia Hargis
Joan Hilgers
Caroline Clarkson Jones
Heather Kohout
Dan Levine
Ann McGinley
Trent Miller
Mary Sue Rose
Kay Taebel

Painted Bunting
Joe Haggard
Elsie Mogck
Dan Smith
Colleen Theriot

Unrestricted
Sue Chapman
Anita Sylvia Garcia
Tom Nilles
Nancy Podio

Memorial Gift in Honor Of 
Fred Webster
Dr. James & Martha Clark
Allan Nilsson
Trenna Pickett

Memorial Gift in Honor of 
Peter Werner
Homer Arnold
Terry Collier
Mr & Mrs Raymond Culp
Douglas Hudson
Babette Laibovitz
David Steinman
Lillian Wallace
Pat Warren
Amy Winebright

Memorial Gift in Honor of 
Althea Snowden 
Frances & Oskar Cerbins
Sybil & Hans Haydon
Kristy Kelly

Memorial Gift in Honor of 
Gilbert Senkle
Sharon & Terry Cassady

Bird-a-thon 
Bob Barth
Nathaniel Chapin
Morgan Dean

Victor Emanuel
Sam Fason
Laura Gibson
Marel Hanks
Julia Heskett
Russell Hoverman
Caroline Clarkson Jones
Karen Kilfeather
Kelly Logan
Ian Manners
Frances “Quita” McMath
Louise Morse
Tiffany Nels
Matthew Sarver
Merrie Smith
Marsheila Stafford
Colleen Theriot
Paul Wheeler
Larry Wilson

Chaetura Canyon Expansion
Barbara Anderson
Jane Anderson
Anonymous
Bamberger Charitable Fund of the San         
    Antonio Area Foundation
Ann Bishop
Elizabeth Boggess & Richard T. Hess
Valarie Bristol
Sam R. Burns
Cindy Cannon

Oskar & Frances Cerbins
Elizabeth J. Cooper
Craig Damuth
Shannon Davies
Marilyn Davis Rabkin
Sam & Valarie Dunnam
Thomas & Ann Friou
Garry George
Twyla Grace
Shelia Hargis
Lynn Hill & John Deigh
Caroline Clarkson Jones
Ethel Kutac
Georgean & Paul Kyle
Kelly Logan
Mark Lyon
Trent Miller & Meta Hunt
Irene Murrell
Janel Nye
Gary Pelphrey
The Peterson Charitable   
     Lead Trust 
Nancy Podio
Carolyn Powers
Kim Soechting
Lois Sturm
Janice Summer
Mary Thorpe Parker
Stan Van Sandt
Wilson Conservation Trust
Marti Wilber
J.E. Winn

Special thanks to GrantWorks for their donation of $1,766.64 
of Hardie Board for the building of a 
Chimney Swift Tower by the Kyles and 
for $541.25 worth of windows to be used 
when our dreams come true and a proper 
green home is built at Baker Sanctuary 
for our steward and his family.

We gratefully acknowledge the overwhelming response to our Chaetura Canyon Expansion Project. As of July 25, 2011 we had raised 
$7,799 toward our goal of $35,000. Many thanks to all our Donors – your support is critical to the ongoing conservation and education 
efforts of Travis Audubon.  

Travis Audubon thanks Jim 
deVries for his generosity in 

allowing us to frequently use his 
amazing bird photographs. Jim’s 
photos often appear on the website, 
in this newsletter and even in the 
KXAN weather blog.  

In the July/August issue of Signal 
Smoke, Jim’s 
photograph of the 
Yellow Warbler 
and Ann Gardner’s photograph of the Black-
crested Titmouse were incorrectly identified 
as being courtesy of Nancy Manning. These 
photographs made a great addition to Bill 
Reiner’s Naturalist’s Calendar and proper photo 
credit should have been provided. We apologize 
to Jim and Ann. Please enjoy two more great 
photos by these gifted photographers.

Yellow-billed Cuckoo
Photo credit: Jim deVries

Great Egret
Photo credit: Ann Gardner
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Monthly Meeting Information
Travis Audubon Regular Monthly Meeting - 7:00 pm 

NOTE: New permanent location for general membership meetings - Westminster Presbyterian Church at 
3208 Exposition Blvd. Austin TX 78703 512-459-5497

Directions: From Mopac, take the 35th street exit and go west on 35th to Exposition Blvd. Turn left on Exposition and go approximately two 
blocks to Carlton Lane. The church sits on the corner of Carlton and Exposition. Drive down Carlton past the church to the parking lot on 
your left. We will be meeting in rooms 9 and 10. Refreshments will be provided. No monthly meetings are held during June, July, August, or 
December.

September is a great month to see migrating raptors in Texas, 
so it is a perfect time to have Dr. Craig Farquhar talk with us 

about the raptors of Texas. He is in the process of writing a popular 
natural history book to be titled Raptors of Texas, which he is also 
illustrating. His presentation will include a discussion of our state’s 
fabulous raptor assemblage (36 species), brief overviews of basic 
natural history, distribution, and photos of each of the more common 
raptors. And, we’ll get a preview of some of his illustrations for his 
book. So whether you are a new birder or an experienced one, come 
ready to learn something new and interesting about birds of prey. 

Dr. Farquhar is an avian ecologist employed with the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department. He currently coordinates the Cooperative 
Endangered Species Conservation Fund at TPWD, which provides 
funding for endangered species research, habitat protection, and 
land acquisition. He is actively involved in conservation biology and 
planning for rare, threatened, and endangered birds, including the 
Black-capped Vireo and the Golden-cheeked Warbler. Dr. Farquhar 
is the leader of the Golden-cheeked Warbler Recovery Team, and he 
has extensive research background with raptors, including American 
Kestrels, White-tailed Hawk, and the South American Variable 
Hawk.

Sept 15, 2011
doors open at 6:00 pm for social time
Raptors of Texas
Speaker: Dr. Craig Farquhar

Historian and author Douglas Brinkley will be our speaker for 
the October meeting. He is writing The Wilderness Cycle, 

which is a multi-volume history of the American conservation 
movement. The first two volumes, The Wilderness Warrior, 
Theodore Roosevelt and the Crusade for America and The Quiet 
World, Saving Alaska’s Wilderness Kingdom 1879 - 1960, are 
complete and available in bookstores. The third volume, Silent 
Spring Revolution, is under way. Silent Spring Revolution deals with 
conservation efforts during the 1960s and specifically covers Texas 
conservation efforts. This upcoming book will be the topic of Mr. 
Brinkley’s presentation. He will also be available to sign books after 
the presentation. You can purchase a book at the meeting or bring 
your own copy.

In addition to being an acclaimed author, Mr. Brinkley is a professor 
of history at Rice University and is the CBS News historian. He 
and his family live in Austin. He doesn’t just write about historical 
conservation efforts. He is actively involved in current conservation 
efforts around the nation. His passion for conserving our natural 
spaces is obvious and infectious, so come prepared to learn about 
Texas conservation and to be inspired!

Oct 20, 2011 
doors open at 6:30 pm for social time
Silent Spring Revolution
Speaker: Douglas Brinkley

New Member Welcome
Please join us for the New Member Welcome to be held prior 
to the General Membership Meeting on September 15, 2011, 
from 6:00 - 7:00 pm. This will be a meet and greet for all 
new members who have joined since January 1, 2011. Travis 
Audubon committees will be on hand to show you how 
much fun you can have with Travis Audubon. Special snacks 
and beverages will be served.  

If you are a long-time Travis Audubon member, please 
join us in welcoming our new members. If you are a new 
member, please take this opportunity to get acquainted and 
see how you can get involved!



Notes from Chaetura Canyon
With the heat and lack of rain, there is not much of note to 

report this month with the exception of a visit from two 
new species. A porcupine was found in the garden area, 

and the 162nd avian 
species (Barred Owl) 
roosted for several days 
along the south fence 
line. So, we decided 
to devote this month’s 
report to our Chimney 
Swift conservation 
“spill-over” into Travis 
Audubon’s East Austin 
urban sanctuary. We 
are pleased to present a 
Chimney Swift tower for 
Blair Woods.

In 1989, we were just beginning a new conservation concept:  
designing and building habitat for Chimney Swifts. After settling on 
a well-tested and successful design, we met with representatives of 
Travis Audubon to select a site for at least one of these structures. John 
Kelly suggested locations, and Blair Woods was the first location we 
investigated. However, the decision was made to construct the first 
Chimney Swift tower for Travis Audubon at Hornsby Bend. More than 
20 years and 70+ towers later, we returned to that original site.  
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The project began when tower components were constructed by 
the Education Committee’s Chimney Swift Tower Workshop 
participants at Chaetura Canyon Sanctuary in March. Additional 
funding to make the tower a “kiosk” design was secured from a 
grant request to Audubon Texas. 

After work on June 3rd, we arrived at Blair Woods to excavate 
the site, set the forms and tower base, and tie the steel for the 
foundation. The next morning at daybreak, the concrete was poured. 
On Sunday morning, the tower started going up. By the end of the 
day the tower and kiosk were in place, painted, and ready for the 
finishing touches. On June 9, more than 100 volunteer hours later 
(plus those of our helpers), corner trim and display panels were 
installed and construction was completed. At long last, Blair Woods 
now has a Chimney Swift Tower. Chimney Swifts were in the sky 
“inspecting” the construction the entire time we were working, so 
we are very optimistic that a pair will take up residence next season.

We wish to thank Terri Siegenthaler, David Croft, Nancy Manning 
and Valarie Bristol for clearing the construction site and Al 
Morgan and Lynn Hill for assisting with the on-site portion of the 
construction.

The kiosk design not only provides habitat for nesting and roosting 
Chimney Swifts, it also provides display panels that will include 
information about the swifts and the flora and fauna of the budding 
Blair Woods urban wildlife sanctuary.

Georgean and Paul Kyle, 
Chaetura Canyon Sanctuary Stewards

New mammal species. Photo credit: Paul Kyle

Our new tower at Blair Woods

Starting with the foundation and framing. 

Setting the plant impressions. 

Installing the inner tower and outer 
sheathing. 

Construction in progress photo credits: 
Al Morgan and Nancy Manning

The proud crew and finished tower!
Tower installation crew: Georgean Kyle, 
Al Morgan, Lynn Hill. 
Photo credit: Paul Kyle
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Baker Sanctuary News

Hawai’i may be a world away from Texas, both culturally 
and spatially, but there are some lessons to be learned 
from studying endangered species management in the 

50th state, a state that has been dubbed the “extinction capital of 
the world.” Without getting into the nitty-gritty of the challenges 
faced by island-dwelling organisms, suffice to say the native flora 
and fauna in Hawai’i are under extreme pressure from a variety of 
sources, beginning when Polynesians discovered the archipelago and 
accelerating when Europeans arrived on the scene. At this point you 
are probably wondering what this has to do with Baker Sanctuary, but 
I’ll get there.

According to the sub-fossil record, the ‘Alala (Corvus hawaiiensis) 
is the only one 
of five known 
Hawaiian corvid 
species to make it 
to modern times. 
Behaviorally and 
physically similar 
to crows found 
on the mainland, 
the ‘Alala is 
a gregarious, 
intelligent bird 
that utilizes 
a wide range 
of foraging 
techniques and prey items to survive. In the 1960s, biologists became 
concerned for the fate of this species when they noticed a drastic 
reduction in its population, due to as they would later discover, loss 
of habitat, predation by introduced mammals, and susceptibility to 
toxoplasmosis, a pathogenic protozoan carried by feral cats. To help 
preserve the species, 5,300 acres of the remaining ‘Alala habitat was 
purchased and became known as the Kona Forest Unit of Hakalau 
Forest NWR. Unfortunately, it was too little aloha too late. Despite 
the best efforts of biologists, the last pair in 
the wild disappeared in mid-2002. While 
their story is a sad one, the unintentional 
silver lining is the existence of the 5,300-
acre preserve. Formed with the intent of 
conserving ‘Alala, the Kona Forest Unit 
now protects a wide range of habitats home 
to approximately half a dozen endangered 
species including birds, plants, an insect, 
and a mammal. The point is, when land is 
set aside for preservation of an endangered 
species, habitat is preserved, arguably more 
valuable than the single species itself.

One of the driving forces at Baker is to 
protect our endangered species, the Golden-
cheeked Warbler, as well as other native 
species. Through the foresight and diligence of former and current 
TA members, we now enjoy a diverse sanctuary of roughly 690 acres. 

When the preserve was conceptualized, I’m sure no one knew the 
Jollyville Plateau Salamander (Eurycea tonkawae) was living in 
several of our springs, yet now this vulnerable species is protected. 
Just recently, a sizable cave was discovered on the property that, 
according to the preliminary survey, is home to several species 

of cave spider 
and cave cricket, 
a species of 
cave millipede, 
springtails, and 
Harvestmen, to 
name a few. In 
addition to the 
species observed in 
the initial survey, 
the cave may also 
harbor a species of 
Rhadine ground 
beetle and possibly 
the Jollyville 
Plateau Salamander  
–future surveys will 
shed more light in 
that respect. While 
TA obtained the 
land with Golden-
cheeks in mind, 
the cave and its 
thriving ecosystem 
were also protected. 

As Baker is explored more thoroughly, I’m certain additional 
interesting landscape features as well as species will be discovered.

Management decisions at Baker are always made with Golden-
cheeks and their needs in mind, but it is important to remember that 
the preserve is also meant to protect ‘other native wildlife,’ for who 
truly knows what the future will hold 10, 50, or a 100 years down 

the line? Our open areas host Painted Buntings, Field 
Sparrows, and Northern Bobwhites, three species that 
appear to be in decline. The distribution and species 
richness of plants, mammals, reptiles, and especially 
insects are not well known for the preserve but, as long 
as we manage for the entire ecosystem, they stand a 
good chance of being conserved for future generations. 
When land was set aside for ‘Alala, some of the 
endangered species currently found on the preserve 
were not listed as such. It doesn’t take much foresight 
to see a similar pattern could eventually play out in 
Central Texas. Luckily we have a home for “the other 
wildlife” at Baker.

       Christopher Murray, Baker Sanctuary Steward
512-219-8425 or christophermurra@hotmail.com

Above: Harvestermen.
Below: New cave. 

A captive ‘Alala
All photos this page: Christopher Murray

Chupacabra??



Shorebird Review at Hornsby Bend
Join Jeff Patterson and George Kerr for a brief shorebird review at Hornsby Bend. We will start in the CER at 7:00am with a brief 
discussion on which shorebirds to expect in Central Texas during migration. Then we will proceed to the ponds to see what’s what. 
Limited to 15 people, so please sign up by contacting Jeff Patterson at jepbird@att.net or by calling 512-487-2755.

Two-hour Tuesday! at St. Edwards Greenbelt, led by Stu Wilson
We will bird in this 80-acre park located on Bull Creek at 7301 Spicewood Springs Road in northwest Austin. Take Spicewood Springs 
Road about 2.3 miles out (north) from Loop 360 or about 3.0 miles if coming from Hwy 183. Meet in main lot. No registration required.

Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend 
Sponsored monthly by the Hornsby Bend Bird Conservatory. All levels of birders are welcome. No registration is required. 
Contact Eric Carpenter at ecarpe@gmail.com for more information. 

Beginners’ Birdwalk at Zilker Park
Meet Virginia Rose and Judith Bailey in the Barton Springs pool parking lot. No registration required.

Jonestown Chimney Swift Roost
Join Kathy McCormack for dinner at the True Grits restaurant on FM 1431 in Jonestown from 6:30 – 7:30 PM and then walk across 
the street to watch thousands of Chimney Swifts swirl into their roost in an old cistern at sunset. This is one of the national “A Swift 
Night Out” weekends (see www.chimneyswifts.org for details), and we will be submitting our count data from this field trip. Con-
tact Kathy McCormack at VEFL21@yahoo.com or call 698-9880 if you have any questions.

Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge,
co-sponsored by TAS and Friends of Balcones Canyonlands NWR
Participants will visit the Doeskin Ranch tract of the Refuge, which has a variety of habitats including grasslands, woodlands and 
riparian. The trip is moderately strenuous and will include walking for approximately four hours on rocky, hill country terrain. The 
trip is limited to 15 participants and reservations are required. If you’re interested, reserve your spot online at www.friendsofbal-
cones.org. For further questions, contact Deb Wallace at apeld@austin.rr.com or 312-0797.

Super Tuesday! at Pedernales Falls State Park, led by Terry Banks
Let’s check out this beautiful park for year-round residents, summer nesters and southbound migrants. Participants will meet at a 
convenient location and carpool. Dress for the weather and bring water, snacks and sunscreen. For those interested, lunch at an area 
restaurant is possible. Contact Terry Banks at 55bluebirds@att.net to register. Limited to twelve people. 

Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend
Join Travis Audubon member Craig Rasmussen to explore Austin’s premier birding site. For more information, go to 
www.hornsbybend.org. All levels of birders are welcome. No registration is required.

Two-hour Tuesday! at Brushy Creek Park, led by Dan Callaway
Join us in this excellent 90-acre lakefront park for a late summer/early fall bird walk. From Interstate 35, go west on 734 (Parmer 
Lane) for about 10 miles. Turn right onto Brushy Creek Road, then take the first right turn into the park. No registration required.    

Hazel Bazemore Hawk Watch, with Jeff Patterson
Jeff Patterson will lead a field trip to Hazel Bazemore County Park in Corpus Christi during the Celebration of Flight weekend of 
the Hawk Watch and Birding Festival. The trip will depart Austin at noon on Friday September 23 from a South Austin location 
and will return on Sunday September 25. Carpooling will be required, and all riders will share gas costs. There will be a $19 fee for 
participants (to cover a portion of leader expenses and provide a small donation to TAS) which does not include lodging, food, or 
gasoline. Participants must be willing to share rides to keep the caravan length to a minimum. The trip is limited to 12 participants, 
so please register with Jeff Patterson at jepbird@att.net or by calling 512-487-2755. 

McKinney falls State Park, co-sponsored by TAS and friends of McKinney falls State Park
Join Shelia Hargis and Judy Dunavant (TA member and Friends of McKinney Falls Board member) as we explore McKinney Falls 
State Park. There will be a $5 park entrance fee unless you have a state park pass or carpool with someone who does. Bring your 
lunch to enjoy with the group when the field trip is completed. No registration is required for this field trip. Meet the group at the 
Smith Visitor Center at 7:00 am. Contact Shelia at shelia.hargis@gmail.com or 294-0272 with any questions.

Super Tuesday! in San Marcos, led by Deb and Lee Wallace 
We will visit the grounds and wetlands at the Aquarena Springs, as well as lesser known birding hotspots in Hays County. Partici-
pants will carpool from a location in South Austin. Bring a bag lunch for a picnic at one of the parks along the San Marcos River. 
Limited to 12 people. Contact Deb Wallace at apeld@austin.rr.com to register.
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TA Events - Sept 2011
Sunday, Sept 4

7:00 am to 9:30 am

Tuesday, Sept 6
7:30 am to 9:30 am

Saturday, Sept 10
7:00 am and 4:00 pm

Saturday, Sept 10
8:00 am to 10:00 am

Saturday, Sept 10
6:30 pm to 8:15 pm

Sunday, Sept 11
7:00 am to 11:30 am

Tuesday, Sept 13
6:00 am to 11:00 am

Saturday, Sept 17
7:30 am to noon

Tuesday, Sept 20
7:30 am to 9:30 am

Sept 23 to 25

Sunday, Sept 25
7:00 am to noon

Tuesday, Sept 27
7:00 am to early 

afternoon

Due to the large number of events and limited space in Signal Smoke, readers are asked to visit the Field Trips section at www.travisaudubon.org 
for complete trip details and possible updates. Although emails to the registrar are preferred, those who do not have email access can register for 
any field trip by phoning Jeff Patterson at 512-487-2755.



TA Events - Sept 2011
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TA Events - Oct 2011
Beginners’ Birdwalk at Lake creek
Meet Virginia Rose and Judith Bailey at the trailhead in the parking lot off Braes Valley and Effingham. No registration required.

Two-hour Tuesday! at Big Webberville Park, led by Ken Zaslow
From the intersection of Hwy. 183 and FM 969, take FM 969 east 9 miles to the town of Webberville. Three miles past the town of 
Webberville turn right onto Webberwood Drive and proceed to Park Lane, the first street on your right. Turn right and proceed to the 
park entrance. We will meet in the parking area near the rest rooms close to the Colorado River. NOTE: The sign for “Webberville 
Park” as you enter the town of Webberville is for Little Webberville Park, which is a different park than the one described above. No 
registration required.

Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend 
Sponsored monthly by the Hornsby Bend Bird Conservatory. All levels of birders are welcome. No registration is required. 
Contact Eric Carpenter at ecarpe@gmail.com for more information. 

The Big Sit! at Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge, Doeskin Ranch Tract
The Big Sit! is an annual, international birding event hosted by Bird Watcher’s Digest and sponsored by Swarovski Optik and Eagle 
Optics. The object is to see how many species you can count in a 17-foot diameter circle within a 24-hour period. This will be the third 
year for the Big Sit! circle at the Balcones Canyonlands NWR on the Doeskin Ranch tract. The count will officially start around 6:30 
a.m. and will likely end around 5:00 p.m. or so, but feel free to join us at any time during the day. So bring a comfortable chair and 
join us! Contact Shelia Hargis at shelia.hargis@gmail.com if you plan to attend or have any questions.

Super Tuesday! at Enchanted Rock SNA, led by Terry Banks
This 1,643-acre State Natural Area is a Texas treasure and hosts a nice diversity of birds, including western species not often seen in 
the Austin area. Participants will meet at a convenient location and carpool. Dress for the weather and bring water, snacks and sun-
screen. Contact Terry Banks at 55bluebirds@att.net to register. Limited to 12 people. 

CL Browning Ranch
The privately owned, 977-acre CL Browning Ranch is located in Blanco County in the Texas Hill Country, 60 miles north of San An-
tonio and 48 miles west of Austin. Laurie Foss, Shelia Hargis and Scott Gardner (ranch manager) will lead this field trip along a newly 
completed hiking trail. Registration for this field trip is required by emailing Shelia at shelia.hargis@gmail.com.

Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend
Join field trip leaders Stu Wilson and George Kerr at Austin’s premier birding site. For more information, go to www.hornsbybend.org. 
All levels of birders are welcome. No registration is required.

Bird Survey at Baker Sanctuary
Join us for our quarterly bird survey at Baker Sanctuary. Participants will split up into four groups to cover the entire sanctuary. The 
species countdown will be held after the survey at the Jackie Arnold Education Center. This is a great opportunity to get to know 
Baker Sanctuary and to contribute to our knowledge about the sanctuary. Registration required by emailing Shelia Hargis at shelia.
hargis@gmail.com. 

Two-hour Tuesday! at McKinney Falls State Park, led by Stu Wilson 
Meet at the Smith Visitor Center parking lot in this 744-acre park located in SE Austin at 5808 McKinney Falls Parkway. From Austin, 
take US 183 South and make a right turn onto McKinney Falls Parkway. Follow this road to the park entrance. There is a day use fee 
of $5 which is waived if you have a Texas State Parks pass. No registration required.    

Shield Ranch by Mountain Bike or Foot
The Shield Ranch, located just outside Austin, has 4,668.5 acres of classic Hill Country terrain, straddling Barton Creek west of 71 and 
north of 290. This field trip will offer two options. If you are a mountain biker of any skill level, you can join Shelia Hargis and enjoy 
seeing the ranch and its birds from your bike. HELMETS ARE REQUIRED, AND ALL RIDERS MUST STAY ON THE ROADS/
PATHS. The second option is a more traditional approach to birding the ranch with a combination of driving and hiking. Laurie Foss 
and Terri Siegenthaler (ranch wildlife manager) will lead this part of the field trip. Registration for this field trip is required by email-
ing Shelia at shelia.hargis@gmail.com.

Two-hour Tuesday! at Travis Co. East Metro Park, led by Dan Callaway 
Check out this relatively new 273-acre multi-use park located at 18667 Blake-Manor Road in eastern Travis County, just southeast of 
Manor. It offers several habitats including some ponds, so the birding should be interesting. No registration required. Detailed direc-
tions to the park are on the TA website.

Commons Ford Ranch Metropolitan Park 
Sparrows should be starting to arrive in the Central Texas, and we have the possibility of up to 14 species in the park. Beginners and 
experienced birders welcome. Commons Ford Ranch is located only a few miles west of the intersection of Bee Caves Rd. and Loop 
360. There will be extensive walking but mostly on level ground. Bring water and snacks to make it through a full morning. Registra-
tion is required, and participation is limited to 15 participants. These trips are always full, so please confirm your reservation early 
with Ed Fair at ezflaw@sbcglobal.net or 512-560-1943.

Saturday, Oct 1
8:00 am to 10:00 am

Tuesday, Oct 4
7:30 am to 9:30 am

Saturday, Oct 8
7:00 am and 4:00 pm

Saturday, Oct 9
all day event

Tuesday, Oct 11
5:30 am to early 

afternoon

Saturday, Oct 15
7:00 am to 1:00 pm

Saturday, Oct 15
7:30 am to noon

Sunday, Oct 16
7:00 am to 10:30 am

Tuesday, Oct 18
8:00 am to 10:00 am

Saturday, Oct 22
7:00 am to 1:00 pm

Tuesday, Oct 25
8:00 am to 10:00 am

Sunday, Oct 30
7:00 am
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Travis Audubon Classes
Trees and Shrubs for Birders     
Saturday, September 10, 2011; 9am - 1pm
Saturday, September 17, 2011; 9am - 1pm

This class is for everyone who’s ever missed seeing a bird, or missed 
getting others on their bird, because they couldn’t identify the tree it 
was in. We will cover a couple of dozen of the most common trees 
and shrubs in central Texas. Knowing these species will enable you 
to recognize at least 90% of what you’ll see in the area. The class will 
focus on identification in the field, and not on botany or any fine points 
of taxonomy.

An approximately one-hour classroom session will be followed by an 
approximately 3-hour field trip on two consecutive Saturdays. Classes 
will meet in a different location each week, both 30-45 minutes 
northwest of downtown Austin.

The class will be taught by Diane Sherrill, a local native plant 
landscaper and property restoration consultant. Diane is a member and 
former president (1999) of the Williamson Co. Native Plant Society 
of Texas. She is also a member of Travis Audubon and longtime 
volunteer and tour leader for Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife 
Refuge. Handouts will be provided, but it is recommended that 
students purchase Trees, Shrubs and Vines of the Texas Hill Country, 
by Jan Wrede, prior to class start. Participants will need to bring paper 
and a pen to the classroom sessions. Binoculars, hats, sturdy closed-toe 
shoes, sunscreen, and water are needed for the field trips. 

Tuition for the class is $50 for TA members and $65 for non-members. 
To register, contact Frances Cerbins at TAClasses@yahoo.com or 512- 
372-9039. Participants will be provided with additional information 
about the class and directions to the meeting place when they register.   

Travis Audubon’s Grasses Workshop 2010
Saturday, October 8, 2011; 9am - 1pm
Saturday, October 15, 2011; 9am – 1 pm

Much of the landscape of Texas is dominated by grasses. Like animals 
and other plants, each species of grass has its own habitat niche. By 
learning to tell them apart, we can better “read” the land. Grasses can 
tell us about the underlying soil and geology, the locations of seeps 
and seasonally wet (or chronically droughty) areas, the intensity of 
grazing pressure, and the history of disturbance.

Some grasses are magnets for seed-eating birds and other wildlife.  
Many are superb erosion control, or provide cover for ground-dwelling 
wildlife. Some are pioneer plants that help to build soil after it has 
been lost. Some offer superb forage; others not so much. Come learn 
what the grasses can tell us about our land at a two-day workshop held 
at Peaceful Springs Nature Preserve in eastern Burnet County.  

This will be Bill Reiner’s fifth year to teach the class  Bill is now a 
biologist with the City of Austin managing a portion of the Balcones 
Canyonlands Preserve. He became familiar with most of the 90+ 
species of grasses in the area when he was a biological technician 
at the Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge adjacent to 
Peaceful Springs.

 Tuition for the class is $50 for TA members and $65 for non-members. 
To register, contact Paul Wheeler at TASGrassClass@swbell.net or 
512-338-1131. Registration cut-off date will be October 6. Participants 
will be provided with additional information about the class and 
directions to the meeting place when they register. Peaceful Springs 
will provide notebooks for participants, and will permit them to collect 
specimens to make their own grass identification guides.

Travis Audubon’s Nestbox Workshop at Chaetura Canyon
Sunday, October 9, 2011; 1pm – 4 pm

Paul and Georgean Kyle will hold their annual workshop on building 
nestboxes (birdhouses). Each class member will be given a pre-cut 
kit to construct his/her own nestbox during the class. Participants 
will learn about the nesting needs of several cavity-nesting birds 
such as Bewick’s Wrens, Eastern Bluebirds, Black-crested Titmice, 
etc., and the proper placement and care of the boxes. Plans will also 
be available for Screech-owl boxes. After the boxes are completed, 
Paul and Georgean will lead the class through the trails of Chaetura 
Canyon Bird Sanctuary, looking for nests and checking nestboxes for 
occupation earlier this year. One of their Chimney Swift towers will 
also be investigated. No carpentry experience is necessary, and ample 
guidance will be provided.

Paul and Georgean Kyle are the stewards for the TA sanctuary, 
Chaetura Canyon. They were the original owners of this extraordinary 
property, and donated it to TA in 2006. They are also professional 
woodworkers. 

Registration is limited to 12 participants. One child 8 years of age or 
older is welcome with each paying adult. Tuition for this workshop 
is $25 per person for TAS members ($35 for non-members). Tuition 
includes one nest box kit and plans for a Screech Owl box. 

For more information or to register for the class, contact Anne 
Donovan at 512-472-3030 or ajdonovan@att.net. Please include your 
name, phone, street address, and email address, and whether you are a 
TA member or non-member.

Travis Audubon’s Introduction to Birds and Birding Class 
Fall 2011
Tuesdays, Oct 25, Nov 1, Nov 8, Nov 15; 6:15pm – 8:45pm
plus field trips on the following weekends

Are you starting to notice birds and would like to know more about 
them? Have you been watching birds casually and would now like 
to take a more structured approach to learning more about them? 
Are you looking for a good excuse to get outside and connect with 
nature? If you answered ‘yes’ to one or more of these questions, then 
the Introduction to Birds and Birding Class is the class for you. This 
class promises to transform your relationship to birds and start you 
down the road toward a life-long love and enjoyment of birds. You will 
also learn how you can make a difference for the birds and contribute 
to bird conservation efforts. Instruction will be provided during four 
classroom sessions and four field trips to popular birding locations 
around Austin. 
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The class will cover a variety of topics including: how to identify 
birds; bird identification of many species of Central Texas birds; bird 
migration; bird and habitat conservation; field guides and binoculars; 
and where to go birding in Central Texas and farther afield. No prior 
birding experience is necessary.

Shelia Hargis is the instructor for this class. She has been birding for 
15 years and loves birds! She spends most of her free time birding 
or thinking about birds and enjoys sharing her love of birds with 
others. Shelia has given presentations and classes on numerous bird 
topics including bird identification, bird migration, birding by ear, 
and wildscaping your yard. Shelia regularly leads birding field trips 
and is currently on the Travis Audubon Board of Directors and the 
Travis Audubon Habitat Conservation Committee. She is also a past 
President of Travis Audubon.

The classroom portion of this workshop is limited to 24 participants 
and will be held in a Central Austin location. The field trips will be 
held the following weekend. If more than 12 participants register, 
half of the class will have their field trips on Saturday mornings, Oct 
29, Nov 5, Nov 12 and Nov 19, and the other half of the class will 
have their field trips on Sunday mornings, Oct 30, Nov 6, Nov 13 and 
Nov 20. Field trips will typically start around 7:00 AM and will end 
between 11:30 AM and 2:00 PM.

Participants will need to bring paper and a pen to the classroom sessions. 
Binoculars, hats, sturdy closed-toe shoes, sunscreen and water are 
requirements for the field trips. There are a limited number of binoculars 
available for loan to students who don’t already have a pair.

This class usually fills up quickly, so register early. Tuition will be $75 
for TAS members and $90 for non-members. For more information or to 
register for the class, contact Shelia Hargis at intro2birds@gmail.com or at 
294-0272. Include your name, phone, email address, field trip day of week 
preference, and whether you are a TAS member or not.

Sparrow Identification with Byron Stone
Byron Stone will teach this popular class again this winter. Learn why 
Byron refers to Central Texas as “Sparrow Heaven” as we review the two 
dozen species of native sparrows that occur regularly in the Austin area each 
year. The class will be taught on four separate Wednesday evenings, 7-9pm, 
in Austin during November, December, and/or January. Field trips will be 
on the Saturdays following each classroom session. Class fee is $75 for 
TAS members and $90 for non-members. Specific dates for the classes will 
be available Oct 1 on the TA website. To learn more about the class, please 
contact Byron at drbirdie@aol.com or 451-3380 after Oct 1.

Farewell to Two Friends

This summer Travis Audubon lost two long-time members. As 
a result, Central Texas is now missing two of its most ardent 

birders and naturalists. Aletha Snowden and Fred Webster were 
members of Travis Audubon for several decades and provided 
tremendous support to the organization. Each gave generously of 
their time to conservation and education.

 Aletha Snowden, 80, was known for her exuberant spirit and love 
of natural history. She was an avid gardener 
whose landscaping creations provided 
food and shelter for birds and wildlife. In 
2007, Aletha and husband Walter (now 
deceased) sold a 54-acre tract for inclusion 
in the Balcones Canyonlands Preserve. The 
property, known as Snowden Ranch, was 
their country home and served as nesting 
grounds for Golden-cheeked Warblers. It 
was Aletha and Walter’s dream that their 
land be saved as bird habitat. The land is 

now managed as part of the 
preserve by the city of Austin 
and Travis County.

Son Bryon Stone remembers that his mother used to provide 
telephone support for Travis Audubon when callers wanted to know 
about bird identification or behavior. “Aletha was willing to share 
her enthusiasm for birds and plants with anyone, whether they asked 
for it or not,” he says. Stone also recalls how his mother loved to see 
youngsters take an interest in nature. “I recall birding with her on the 
shores of Lake Buchanan when a large group of teenagers and young 
adults ambled up the shoreline in our direction. Aletha began to 
lecture enthusiastically about the bluebonnets sprouting up from the 

dry lakebed. I was surprised at how receptive these kids were to this 
unsolicited instruction. The subject of birds arose, and several of the 
kids wound up oohing and ahhing after looking through my scope at 
ducks and shorebirds. It is entirely possible that one or more of them 
became a birder because of that chance encounter with Aletha.”

a

Fred Webster, 95, spent most of his working career in Austin with 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture. His 
interest in birding began in the early 1950s 
after seeing a flock of painted buntings on 
the University of Texas campus. He ended 
up editing the South Texas Region column 
for National Audubon’s “American Birds” 
for 25 years. Fred served as president of 
Travis Audubon and for three decades taught 
birdwatching through UT’s Informal Classes.

Shelia Hargis, vice president of the Travis 
Audubon board, says it was Fred’s birdwatching class that introduced 
her to a love of birds. “Fifteen years later, I don't remember much 
about the class except Fred’s unique humor, my amazement that Fred 
could identify birds just by hearing them, and a certain male Painted 
Bunting that we saw on our field trip along Alum Creek Road. I 
attribute that class and that Painted Bunting with jump-starting my 
passion for birds. And this is a passion worthy of my life! I am so 
thankful to Fred for the legacy he leaves behind.”

He and wife Marie also were frequent visitors to the tropical cloud 
forest in the Sierra de Guatemala mountain range of northeastern 
Mexico and led ecotours there to raise funds for biological research. 
The Websters summarized their adventures in the book, The Road to 
El Cielo: Mexico’s Forest in the Cloud. 

Jorjanna Price

Photos courtesy of the 
Weed-Corley-Fisher Funeral Home
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Austin, Texas

Travis Audubon
YES! I want to enjoy the benefits of Travis Audubon chapter 
membership. Enroll me as a member of Travis Audubon. 
Enclosed is my check for:

  $10 Youth Membership (up to age 18)
  $25 Individual Membership
  $35 Family Membership
  $75 Painted Bunting Membership (embroidered patch of 

Painted Bunting)
  $100 Vireo Membership (Embroidered patch of Vireo)
  $250 Warbler Membership (Embroidered patch of Warbler, 

one free class,  VIP field trip)
  $1,000 Lifetime Membership (Special Lifetime Member 

embroidered patch, T-shirt, Invitation to special events, 
VIP field trip)

 T-shirt size (for Lifetime memberships)   ________________

   This is a gift membership from ________________________
  

Name __________________________Phone _____________

Address __________________________________________

city ______________________ State ____  Zip __________

Email  ____________________________________________

Visit the Travis Audubon Web site: 
www.travisaudubon.org

Travis Audubon
3710 cedar Street
Box 5
Austin, TX. 78705

dated Material - dO NOT dELAY

Join your local Audubon chapter, Travis Audubon, by using the 
form at the right. Your dues will be put to use supporting local 

conservation, education, research projects, field trips, and other 
Travis Audubon activities right here in Central Texas. We seek 
your support through your membership in our local chapter. 

To become a member of National Audubon, please go to their 
website at www.audubon.org. Don’t forget to include the        
National Audubon Source Code of 79M7 and the Travis Audubon 
Chapter code of W03, so Travis Audubon receives credit.

Join Travis Audubon now and support 
local birds, wildlife, and their habitats
Travis Audubon chapter members receive six issues of the Signal 
Smoke newsletter, priority sign-ups on local field trips, discounts 
on our educational classes, the opportunity to participate in our 
e-mail group, attend our wonderful monthly lectures, access to 
our three sanctuaries, and more!

To join Travis Audubon
Make your check payable to Travis Audubon and send it with this 
form to Travis Audubon, 3710 Cedar St., Box 5, Austin, TX 78705, 
or join on-line using any major credit card by going to 
www.travisaudubon.org and clicking on Membership.

T r a v i s  A u d u b o n  


