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T

he tail-end of winter is the time to begin
thinking about Purple Martin housing.
While our iridescent friends gorge
themselves on Brazilian insects, this is the time to
install housing or clean out existing housing, for
they’ll be here as early as mid-February.
Purple Martin housing needs a bit of maintenance
to keep non-native House Sparrows and European
Starlings from outcompeting the martins. Keeping
housing holes plugged until the ﬁrst martins show
up keeps these birds from setting up shop before
the martins get here. Installing starling-excluder
doors can prevent attacks, egg-pecking, and nest
usurpation. House Sparrows, however, need to be
evicted repeatedly until martins are established.
photo credit: Andy Balinsky
Before you remove a nest, however, be sure it doesn’t belong to a native
bird, such as a wren or other hole-nesting bird. These are protected by
law, and usually won’t disturb their martin neighbors. Rejoice in knowing you are giving them
a home.
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If you (or your neighbors) have a house that nobody is willing to maintain and is infested with
House Sparrows, the best conservation measure is to take it down. Otherwise, it serves little
purpose to the martins, except as a breeding ground for starlings and House Sparrows, which
will harass other hole-nesting birds. The Purple Martin Conservation Association (PMCA)
has a fact sheet on their website (www.purplemartin.org) that can be printed out and given to
neighbors who are unaware of the problems their “cute” nesting sparrows are causing. Their
website is a great resource, with information, maps, supplies, and landlord forums.

TAS - Get Involved! ...............................15

Anyone who would like to learn more about Purple Martins, or even watch landlords in action
at Hornsby Bend, contact Andrew & Julia Balinsky, purplemartin@balinsky.com.
Andy Balinsky

Travis Audubon Society
Membership Form ...................Back page

Note: Andy and Julia Balinsky’s work with purple martins was featured in an article on purple
martins in the July 2005 issue of the Austin magazine, The Good Life.

Election News........................................14

TAS Regular Monthly Meeting
Thursday, February 16, 7:00 p.m.
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. for social time

Program: Dragonflies & Damselflies of Texas
Speaker: John C. Abbott
University of Texas
LCRA Board Room in the Hancock Building
at 3700 Lake Austin Blvd. Austin TX

see page 8 for additional details
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The Travis Audubon Society promotes the enjoyment, understanding,
and preservation of birds, other wildlife, and their habitats in Central Texas.

LETTER FROM THE TAS PRESIDENT

L

ittle did I know when I wrote January’s column that
before you even read it, another assault on the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge would be waged, this time by
attaching pro-drilling language to the Defense Appropriations
bill! Even more incredible and extremely encouraging, the
language was later stripped from the bill because the pro-drilling
forces couldn’t muster the needed votes to break a ﬁlibuster.
Unfortunately, both U.S. Senators from Texas voted to
Shelia Hargis,
support drilling in the Arctic. We have our work cut out
photo by Robert Baumgardner
for us to educate them on the importance of unspoiled,
natural places. 2006 is the year that we start! See below for more details.
My ﬁrst term as President is nearly over, and much of my time and effort has been
spent on important, but dry and somewhat boring, administrative tasks. Tasks such
as updating our By-Laws and Articles of Incorporation, developing policies and
procedures, and hiring an ED have taken a considerable amount of time. But now
the infrastructure is in place (or nearly so), and we’re positioned to develop and
sustain exciting and engaging new projects!
We can’t be an effective conservation organization without an effective
Conservation Committee, so we’ll be clarifying the duties of that committee. The
continued on page 5
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Owl & Purple Martin Info
Attract Owls to your Backyard Wildlife Habitat
liff Shackelford, TPWD ornithologist and author, has a new web site, www.owlshack.com, which promotes his Owl
Shack roost boxes for backyard screech owls. Cliff has had a longtime hobby building owl boxes, and has found that
nothing is as rewarding as hearing from excited folks with their ﬁrst owl tenant
in their Owl Shack.

C

Don’t you too want a backyard owl that eats rodents, roaches, and the like?
Owl Shacks work great in any size yard, urban or rural. Install one at your local
school if your yard can’t support one, and let the kids name the resident owl.
Hedwig suggests itself.
If you don’t have a big enough tree to hold an owl box, it is time to plant one.
Winter is tree-planting season in central Texas. Why not choose an oak, which
has tremendous wildlife food and shelter value? Some, like the Lacey Oak, are
suitable for smaller urban yards and are oak wilt resistant. Migrant and resident
birds alike love the high protein caterpillars that will be emerging before we
know it. The City of Austin Grow Green website lists eight oak species that are
suitable for central Texas, seven of which are native. Visit www.ci.austin.tx.us/
growgreen/plantguide/searchplant.cfm
Jane Tillman
Taxidermied owls: Barred, Barn, and Eastern Screech, from the University of Texas collection,
displayed at the Harry Potter premiere, Alamo Drafthouse South.
Photo Credit: Dave Hall

News from Hornsby Bend
February Workshop: Natural History of Central Texas Owls

Friday and Saturday, February 3-4, 2006

R

ob Fergus, National Audubon Science Coordinator of the Audubon At Home Program and founding director of the Hornsby Bend
Bird Observatory will review the ecology, life history, and methods of ﬁnding, attracting, and managing the six owl species that
regularly occur in Central Texas: Great Horned, Barred, Barn, Short-eared, Burrowing, and Eastern Screech. Friday evening will focus on
the ecology and life history of each owl species. Saturday morning, participants will learn about attracting owls to their rural or suburban
property, about different owl nest box designs, and monitoring owl species. Optional owl excursions Friday night and early Saturday
morning will search for the owls found at Hornsby Bend. Date: Friday, February 3 (7-9:30 pm) and Saturday, February 4 (9 am-4 pm).
Cost: $50, includes Saturday breakfast and lunch and information packets.

March Workshop: The Cultural and Natural History of Purple Martins

Friday and Saturday, March 3-4, 2006
urple martins are America’s most-loved bird, and they are currently returning to Central Texas in search of nesting sites. Millions
enjoy the antics and company of these birds each spring and summer. If you are a veteran martin landlord, a hopeful enthusiast with a
new martin house, or just curious about these amazing birds, we invite you to join Rob Fergus, coauthor of The Purple Martin (UT Press,
Austin: 2002) and National Audubon Science Coordinator of the Audubon At Home Program for a workshop on the cultural and natural
history of the Purple Martin. Friday evening will focus on the natural history of the martins and thecultural history of human interactions
with this gregarious bird. Saturday morning will be spent addressing the culture of martin landlords and techniques for maintaining and
monitoring a purple martin colony. Participants will learn about various martin house and gourd designs as well as the proper placement
and management of martin colonies. Participants will also learn monitoring techniques and protocols for recording breeding data.

P

Date: Friday, March 3 (7:00-9:00pm) and Saturday, March 4 (9am-2pm). Location: The Center for Environmental Research at Hornsby
Bend [see location map on HBBO website www.hornsbybend.org]. Cost: $50, cost includes Breakfast and Lunch and information packets.
To register for either workshop contact Kevin Anderson by email at kevin.anderson@ci.austin.tx.us or by phone at 972-1960.
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY
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NATURALIST’S

CALENDAR

by Bill Reiner

photo by Robert Baumgardner

E

ver notice, when you’re watching your birdfeeder, which birds
prefer which foods, and how they handle them? Blue Jays,
woodpeckers, chickadees, and titmice will preferentially pluck
sunﬂower seeds from birdseed mixes. Common Grackles like the
cracked corn. Starlings, woodpeckers, and Carolina Wrens (and
many other species) go for suet. Goldﬁnches, siskins, and other
ﬁnches favor thistle seeds. Sparrows – both House Sparrows and
the native species – prefer millet. (Those of you who watch your
feeders closely can probably reﬁne this list.)
The short, thick, conical bills of the ﬁnches, sparrows, and cardinals
are best suited for manipulating seeds – especially small seeds
– and for cracking and stripping away their hard hulls. Bills of
different sizes and shapes determine which seed suits which bird
species the best.
One study compared how well White-throated Sparrows and Darkeyed (“Slate-colored”) Juncos handled different sizes of sunﬂower
seeds. The bills of these two species are roughly the same length,
but the White-throated Sparrow’s bill averages slightly deeper from
top to bottom. Though both species preferred the smaller sunﬂower
seeds, the White-throats did manage to husk and eat some of the
larger seeds; the juncos ate very few of them.
The White-throats also ate, on average, 2.5 times as many
sunﬂower seeds of all size classes in a given period of time as did
the juncos. In other words, they were more efﬁcient at husking
sunﬂower seeds. This does not mean that White-throated Sparrows
are overall better seed-eaters than juncos, however, since sunﬂower
seeds are larger than most of the grass and weed seeds that these
birds usually eat in the wild.
Another experiment, testing the seed preferences and husking times
of Northern Cardinals and seven native sparrow species, found that
juncos were more efﬁcient than the White-throated Sparrows at
husking the tiny millet seeds that they preferred: about 4 seconds
per seed for the juncos versus about 5 seconds per seed for the
White-throats. Field Sparrows were even faster, averaging 3.2
seconds per seed. Cardinals needed more than 5 seconds per millet
seed (though sometimes ate more than one at a time), but less time
with the somewhat larger canary seed – the kind they selected more
than any other.
The Northern Cardinal’s bill also has another feature to help it
manipulate seeds: the edge of the upper mandible is grooved.
When the cardinal is not feeding, the edge of the lower mandible
ﬁts neatly into that groove. But when it is trying to remove the hard
hull of a seed, the bird is able to position the seed into the groove
with its tongue. It can turn the seed this way and that with its
tongue while slicing away the hull with the sharp edge of the lower
mandible. All the while, the cardinal can sit peacefully at the feeder,
like a cow chewing its cud.
Blue Jays, titmice, and chickadees don’t have that nifty bill
structure, so they have to work harder for their meals. Watching
them at their work can be quite entertaining. The bird holds a seed
4

S I G N A L S M O K E / February 2 0 0 5

against its perch with its feet, while hammering at it with its
strong, stout bill, as if working with a chisel. I have never noticed
one of these birds with missing toes, so they must be much more
dexterous with their bills than I am with a hammer!
Woodpeckers, too, have bills strong enough to hammer open a
seed, but they are unable to hold it with their feet while doing
so. Instead, they need to wedge the seed into a crevice to hold it
while they pummel it open. Both jays and woodpeckers have bills
that are sturdy enough to hammer open acorns, too.
Common Grackles also eat acorns, as well as the hard kernels
of dried corn, but they neither chisel these hard seeds open,
nor crush them. Instead, they slice them open with an unusual
structure in the “roof of the mouth,” so to speak. Projecting
downward from the rear of the upper mandible, and running
parallel to the length of the bill, is a hard ridge called a palatal
keel. As the grackle turns an acorn or a corn kernel round and
round in its bill, periodically squeezing it with its bill, the sharp
front edge of this keel scores the surface of the seed. As the bird
continues to make these little incisions around the seed, the outer
hull is eventually weakened enough that the grackle can split it.
Doves dispense with all of the cracking and hammering and
slicing of seeds. Their comparatively soft bills are poorly suited
for the task, and they have adopted a different strategy: they just
swallow the seeds whole.
Instead of a stomach, doves – like many other birds – have a crop
and a gizzard. The crop is a storage place, which, among this
family of birds, is quite roomy. A Mourning Dove can quickly
swallow a large quantity of seeds and hold them in its crop. Later,
the seeds pass on to the muscular gizzard, where the hulls are
ground away, often with the help of grit that the dove has also
swallowed. (So the metaphor of “chewing its cud” that I used to
describe a cardinal’s husking is actually a better description of a
dove’s delayed digestion.)
A bird busy opening a seed is less likely to notice a stealthy
Cooper’s Hawk or stray cat. Cardinals, for instance (in the study
cited above), needed an average of more than 30 seconds to eat
a single sunﬂower seed. By swallowing several seeds in a short
time, and storing them in the crop for later “processing,” a dove
can limit its exposure to predators.
Scientists have learned many things by watching birds at feeders,
and this month you can help! The Great Backyard Bird Count,
Feb. 17-20 (see page 12 and www.birdsource.org/gbbc), is a fun
excuse to watch the birds and puzzle over their behavior. You
won’t be just whiling away the time, you’ll be contributing to
science!
Sources used for this article included: “The Selection of Seed Size by
Finches,” by Henry A. Hespenheide, in The Wilson Bulletin, vol. 78,
no. 2, pp. 191-197; “Seed Selection in Some North American Finches,”
by Mary F. Willson, in The Condor, vol. 73, pp. 412-429; and “Notes
on the Structure of the Palate in the Icteridae,” by Alexander Wetmore,
in The Auk, vol. 36, pp. 190-197.
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

THE

DAN CALLAWAY

Dan Callaway,
photo by Robert Baumgardner

REPORT

Westcave Christmas Bird Count - 1/2/06

T

hirty-one birders participated in this 2nd annual Westcave CBC held on Monday, Jan. 2nd, 2006. The weather was very pleasant for
birding but quite warm (50-80 degrees) for this time of year. Conditions were very dry with only about twenty-two inches of rain
for 2005, the normal being thirty-six inches. Our total species count was ninety-ﬁve, down from the 102 last year. Total birds was also
down (6,777 as compared to 9,726). Nine areas of the count circle included habitats of ranchland, parks, residential, Lake Travis and
the streamside along upper Lake Austin.

Last year’s CBC birds not recorded this year

New birds added for this year’s CBC

Wood Duck
Blue-winged Teal
Northern Bobwhite
Greater Yellowlegs
Lesser Yellowlegs
American Woodcock
Forster’s Tern
Rock Pigeon
Rufous Hummingbird
White-throated Sparrow

Cinnamon Teal
Redhead
Ruddy Duck
American White Pelican
Northern Harrier
Cooper’s Hawk
Least Sandpiper
Long-billed Dowitcher

Green Kingﬁsher
Cactus Wren
House Wren
Eastern Towhee
Canyon Towhee
Grasshopper Sparrow
LeConte’s Sparrow
Great Horned Owl
Swamp Sparrow
Common Grackle

Wilson’s Snipe
Eastern Screech Owl
White-eyed Vireo
Bushtit
Tufted Titmouse
Winter Wren
Audubon’s Warbler (sub-sp)
Fox Sparrow

An increase was noted in the following species: Osprey (17, up from 2), Red-tailed Hawk (15, up from 8), Killdeer (70, up from 10),
and House Finch (156, up from 72). A decrease was noted in the following species: American Kestrel (17, down from 24), American
Robin (598, down from 1,852), Cedar Waxwing (449, down from 2,375), and American Goldﬁnch (117, down from 397).
Chipping Sparrows were exactly the same both years at 464. There were no cowbirds reported either year. The pair of Cinnamon Teal
were feeding along the West edge of the Colorado River (Lake Austin) between Mansﬁeld Dam and the low-water crossing.
The countdown was conducted at Rosie’s Restaurant in Bee Cave. Thanks to our sponsor, Westcave Preserve, and manager John Ahrns.
Editor’s Correction: Last month’s column by Dan was incorrectly titled, it should have read ‘Birding to Georgetown, 11/30/05’. My apologies for
any confusion this may have caused.

President’s column, continued from page 2
board will be leaning heavily on this committee to provide
expertise and guidance as we make conservation-related
decisions. Also, we’re creating an Advocacy Committee to keep
our members updated on various issues and to help us play a
part in shaping Central Texas’ response to issues that impact
the environment. In times past, TAS was active in this area. It’s
again time for our representatives to hear from Travis Audubon
Society! A Citizen Science Committee is also being developed to
help us engage more people in citizen science projects, from the
Big Sit to Christmas Bird Counts to Project Feeder Watch, and
more.
Of course, these new projects don’t just happen. We’ll need your
help, so look for more details in Signal Smoke. And, if one of
these committees sounds exciting to you, get involved. Make
2006 the year that you become more involved in making Travis
Audubon a success!
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

I’ll leave you with something to think about. I was having a
discussion with a friend about meditation. Not being very good
at sitting still and quieting my mind, I was having a hard time
grasping the concept and the beneﬁts. My friend turned the
question around and asked, “What are the beneﬁts of birding?” As
I thought about my answer, I was struck by the many beneﬁts that
birding provides to me. So, I ask you the same question: “What are
the beneﬁts of birding for you?”
Please join us for our February 16 membership meeting to hear
John Abbott talk about dragonﬂies and damselﬂies. We’ll also
vote on the Articles of Incorporation changes. And plan to join
us for our March 16 membership meeting. It will be our annual
business meeting, and we’ll hold the Board member election. Your
participation is important at both meetings, so I’ll see you there!
Thank you.
Shelia Hargis
S I G N A L S M O K E / February 2 0 0 6
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DASTARDLY DUOS
Reprinted with permission from the February 2004 Vermilion
Flycatcher newsletter of the Tucson Audubon Society (www.
tucsonaudubon.org).

Red-Naped and Yellow-Bellied Sapsuckers
by Larry Liese
Illustrations by George C. West

N

ow here’s a duo that has caused a lot of confusion
over the years. Unique for this column, the problem
is that the female of one species can look quite a lot
like the male of the other! We’re talking about sapsuckers, in
particular the Red-naped Sapsucker (Sphyrapicus nuchalis),
and the Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (Sphyrapicus varius). Here
in southeast Arizona, the Red-naped is fairly common in
winter months, while the Yellow-bellied occurs during the
same period but in single digit numbers for the entire season.
These two were long considered a single species along with
the Red-breasted, then split in 1983. There are a number of
zones of hybridization between these three, but systematic
studies show sufﬁcient distinctions to warrant treatment as
separate species, and most birds seem to choose mates of
their own kind. Part of the problem for us birders is that it
takes a while for the ﬁeld guides to catch up with these
changes, and sometimes there is no view showing a
critical distinguishing ﬁeld mark. Another big problem
is the amount of individual variation present. Take
for example the oft-mentioned ﬁeld mark of the red
nape: Some Red-naped Sapsuckers have little or no red
present, while it is not impossible for Yellow-bellieds
to show some red here!

Take a view of the back (get it? Back-up?) and note how
the white markings appear. On the Red-naped, they will
appear strongly arranged in two vertical columns, one on
either side of center. Yellow-bellieds have extensive white
barring on their backs, but this does not have the same “two
column” appearance. The red nape is somewhat diagnostic
for Red-napeds, but don’t exclude them as a possibility if
you don’t see it.
Want a little practice with this? Take a drive down to the
Continental Maintenance Yard near Green Valley (ask at
the Tucson Audubon Nature Shop if you need directions).
There is once again a Yellow-bellied there, possibly the
same individual that spent most of last winter there. Rednapeds are much easier to ﬁnd; try nearby Madera Canyon
for starters. Hopefully you can get a view of both and see
these differences. Good luck!
In the Austin area, the Travis Audubon Society Checklist
indicates that Red-Naped Sapsuckers are very rare, but they
have been observed along with Yellow-Bellied Sapsuckers in
October through January.

Let’s not worry too much here about oddball
individuals (except maybe a politician I can think of),
but concentrate on what typical birds of these two
species look like. Areas to concentrate your attention
on in telling these two species apart are the pattern of
red, black and white in the throat area, the shape of the
white markings on the back, and of course the red nape
if present.
Pay attention here, because this is the tricky part.
Typical male Red-napeds show a discontinuous black
border to the red throat and chin. Typical female Rednapeds show a continuous black border to a red throat,
though will have a white chin that shows when the bird
raises its bill. Both male and female Yellow-bellieds
have a continuous black border to the throat, which
is all-red on males and all-white on females. Thus we
have the occurrence of a mostly red throat bordered
with black on female Red-napeds and on male Yellowbellieds! Hmmm. Luckily there is a backup plan.

6
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Committee

TAS N E W S
Education Committee News - Classes
Warbler Identiﬁcation Class

Beginning Birding Classes

It isn’t too early to begin thinking about the spring
migration of warblers through Texas, so if you don’t feel
you can identify them all, you should enroll in our Warbler
Identiﬁcation Class. The instructor will again be Cliff
Shackelford, ornithologist with Texas Parks and Wildlife
Dept., who has taught the class every spring for the past
8 years. This very popular class will focus on the warbler
species likely to be seen in Texas, but other species will be
included as time allows.

As 2006 began, Jean Martin still had openings in both the morning
and the evening sessions of this course, which is designed to
provide new birders with the techniques and skills to help them
identify unfamiliar birds. Jean has been a birder for more than 16
years and has taught this course twice a year for the past 6 years.
Participants will receive a beginning birding booklet, plus many
other handouts. Identiﬁcation tips, bird migration, and choosing
binoculars will be among the topics presented.

Lectures will take place Tuesday, April 11, Thursday, April
13, and Tuesday, April 18, from 7-9pm at the Center for
Environmental Research auditorium at Hornsby Bend. The
ﬁeld trip will be Saturday and Sunday, April 22-23, at High
Island on the Upper Texas Coast. Tuition is $60 for TAS
members and $70 for non-members. Class members who
participate in the ﬁeld trip to the Upper Texas Coast will pay
an additional $15 to cover the expenses of the instructor. To
register, contact Roxie Rochat, 345-6935, or roxier(at)austin.
rr.com. The class is limited to 14 participants, so register
early for this popular class.

Chimney Swift Tower Workshop with the Kyles
Internationally known Chimney Swift experts Georgean
and Paul Kyle will conduct a workshop on building and
maintaining habitat for Chimney Swifts on Sunday, February
19, from 1-4 p.m. The workshop begins with an introduction
to Chimney Swifts, including a slide presentation and video
highlights from a typical nesting season. Participants will
then construct a 12-foot tower to be installed at a later
date. After the project is completed, the Kyles will lead the
class on a one-mile walking tour of the Chaetura Canyon
Bird Sanctuary. There are 15 Chimney Swift towers on the
property that demonstrate a variety of designs and materials.
Refreshments will be served following the tour.
Master naturalists and property owners with wildlife
exemptions may ﬁnd this workshop useful in their
conservation efforts. Chimney Swift towers also make great
Eagle Scout projects, so Scout Masters, Eagle candidates,
and their parents should consider taking advantage of this
unique opportunity.
Registration is limited to 12 birders aged 16 and older. The
cost of this workshop is $25 for TAS members and $35
for non-members. The fee includes a copy of the Kyles'
book, Chimney Swift Towers: New Habitat for America's
Mysterious Birds. To preview the walking tour, visit www.
chimneyswifts.org and click on Chaetura Canyon Bird
Sanctuary. To register, please contact the class registrar, Anne
Donovan, at ajdonovan(at)austin.rr.com or 472-3030.
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

There will be four lecture/slide sessions and four ﬁeld trips for
each class. Because ﬁeld trips provide the opportunity to put into
practice the skills taught in the classroom, we strongly encourage
registrants to make a commitment to attend the ﬁeld trips as well
as the lectures. All lecture/slide presentations wil be held at the
Lower Colorado River Authority campus, 3700 Lake Austin
Blvd. Field trips will go to various locations in Travis and nearby
counties later in the same week as the lectures. Trips begin early in
the morning and end between noon and 2 p.m.
Schedule for the Tuesday Morning Class
Lecture/slide presentations will be held from 9-11:30am on
Feb. 21, Mar. 14, Mar. 28, and Apr. 11.
Field trips will be on Thursdays from about 7am to between noon
and 2pm on Feb. 23, Mar. 16, Mar. 30, and Apr. 13
Schedule for the Tuesday Evening Class
Lecture/slide presentations will be held from 7-9:30 pm on
Feb. 21, Mar. 14, Mar. 28, and Apr. 11.
Field trips will be on Saturdays from about 7am to between noon
and 2pm on Feb. 25, Mar. 18, Apr. 1, and Apr. 15
The class fee is $45, and class size will be limited to 12 people
for each class. To register, send e-mail to Jean Martin at
begbird@austin.rr.com or phone her at 343-7053. Be sure to
specify whether you want to attend the class with the morning
lectures and weekday ﬁeld trips or the class with the evening
lectures and weekend ﬁeld trips.

Thanks to the ABA
The Education Committee is once again grateful for the donation
of several issues of Birding magazine from the American Birding
Association. Each participant in Jean Martin’s Beginning Birding
Class (the one that started in November) received a copy.
New Course Payment Procedure!
To pay course tuition, you must ﬁrst check with the course registrar
to make sure a place is available. If the registrar has conﬁrmed your
place, then please mail a check, payable to Travis Audubon Society,
to TAS Classes, P.O. Box 40787, Austin, TX 78704 or just go to
www.travisaudubon.org, click on CLASSES, and use the easy PayPal
buttons to pay tuition online.
S I G N A L S M O K E / February 2 0 0 6

7

TAS Monthly Meeting - Feb 2006
Resources for you compiled by the Travis Audubon ofﬁce:
What is a dragonﬂy (or damselﬂy)?

Recommended reading:

In a sentence, it’s a large, predatory, aquatic insect with two
pairs of net-like wings.

A Dazzle of Dragonﬂies, by Forrest Mitchell and James
Lasswell (Texas A & M University Press, 2005)

Major organizations and their Web sites:
Dragonﬂy Society of the Americas
odonatacentral.bﬂ.utexas.edu/dsa1/default.htm
International Odonata Research Institute
www.afn.org/~iori/
Worldwide Dragonﬂy Association
powell.colgate.edu/wda/Dragonﬂy.htm

Dragonﬂies and Damselﬂies of Texas and the South-Central
United States: Texas, Louisiana, Arkansas, Oklahoma, and
New Mexico, edited by John C. Abbott (Princeton University
Press, 2005)
Dragonﬂies through Binoculars: A Field Guide to
Dragonﬂies of North America, by Sidney Dunkle
(University of Oxford Press, 2000)
Dragonﬂies (Wild Guide), by Cynthia Berger (Stackpole
Books, 2004)

On-line resources and images:
• odonatacentral.bﬂ.utexas.edu/
Dragonﬂies and Damselﬂies of North America
• www.npwrc.usgs.gov/resource/distr/insects/dﬂy/dﬂyusa.htm
U.S. Geological Survey’s Northern Prairie
Wildlife Research Center (distribution maps, checklists, and
much more)

Did you know?
Dragonﬂies and damselﬂies have popular colloquial names
such as darner, darning needle, devil’s darning needle,
mosquito ﬂy, mosquito hawk, needle, skeeter hawk, and
spindle.

• stephenville.tamu.edu/~fmitchel/damselﬂy/image/index.html
Damselﬂies of Texas (images)
• stephenville.tamu.edu/~fmitchel/dragonﬂy/index.html
Digital Dragonﬂy Museum (images)
• www.dragonﬂies.org/
Digital Dragonﬂies (images)
• www.uta.edu/biology/robinson/bocanegra/images.htm
(images and checklists of dragonﬂies and damselﬂies of
Texas)

Thursday, February 16, 7:00 pm (doors open at 6:30 pm for social time)
TAS Regular Monthly Meeting
Program: Dragonflies & Damselflies of Texas
Presenter: John C. Abbott, University of Texas

T

he last ﬁve years have seen an amazing increase in the interest surrounding dragonﬂies and damselﬂies (Odonata) in the United States.
As with birds and butterﬂies, Texas is a fabulous place to observe and learn about these insects. There are 223 species of Odonata
(over half the North American fauna) known from Texas and more are being discovered every year. John will provide an introduction to
the behavior, life history, and biogeography of this group with special emphasis on Texas and Austin area species. He will also discuss
how this growing interest in odonates can be utilized by scientists through citizen science projects like his web site, OdonataCentral
(www.odonatacentral.com). His book, Dragonﬂies and Damselﬂies of Texas and the South-central United States will be available at the
presentation.
John C. Abbott is a Senior Lecturer in the Section of Integrative Biology, a Research Associate of the Texas Memorial Museum, and Curator
of the Brackenridge Field Laboratory Insect Collection at the University of Texas at Austin.
Program begins at 7:00 p.m. Location: LCRA Board Room, 3700 Lake Austin Blvd. The board room is in the Hancock Building, the
middle building in the courtyard. We’ll be in the room on the left upon entering. Parking available in garage. Bus Routes available at www.
capmetro.austin.tx.us. Bicycle routes at www. ci.austin.x.us/bicycle/bikemap.htm; 974-7240. Refreshments provided.
8
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Baker Sanctuary News

I

n spite of the ice storm
that moved through
our area on December
7th, the Sanctuary didn’t
receive any measurable
rainfall during the month
of December. We ﬁnished
2005 with just over 27
inches of rain. This amount
is exactly half of the rain
we received during 2004
and is the least amount
of annual rainfall that we
received here since we
began keeping records in
2000. Drought, combined
with high temperatures, low
humidity and high winds
create extremely dangerous
ﬁre conditions. In view of
this, Travis County Commissioners Court adopted
a prohibition against the sale or use of “skyrockets with sticks”
and “missiles with ﬁns” on December 6, 2005. The Baker
Sanctuary alone has over 16,000 feet of boundary on three
sides directly adjacent to urban development comprised of
single-family dwellings. We are vulnerable to wild ﬁre, as are
all BCP and other undeveloped land, due to this urban/wildland
interface. However, county commissioners do not have the
authority to ban the use of ﬁreworks other than the abovementioned types. Then at a last-minute meeting on December
30th, Commissioners in several Central Texas counties including
Travis County declared an emergency and banned the use of
ﬁreworks over the New Years weekend. Travis County took the
additional step of declaring the use of all combustible materials
illegal. Banned activities included the use of ﬁreworks,
blowtorches and the disposing of unextinguished cigarette
butts. Those caught violating the ban face ﬁnes up to $500.
(Source: Austin American Statesman on-line article by Marty
Toohey, December 31, 2005).

out ﬁve bid packages. All
through late November and
early December, I conducted
site tours for the contractors.
By 5:00 PM on December 9th,
I received four fax responses
and I closed bids on the
project. Construction Rent-aFence was the successful low
bidder and I also accepted
their Add Alternate bid to haul
off the old fence as well. They
were the contractor on the ﬁrst
phase of high fencing on the
LCRA Wheless Tract just to
our west and did a good job.
The high fencing project is on
schedule and under budget!
Thank you to those who have
donated
to the Baker Fence
photo courtesy of John Wilcox
fund – contributions are still
welcomed and encouraged. Just contact the TAS ofﬁce.

Baker Sanctuary Annual Open House Date Set
Mark your calendars for the Annual TAS Baker Sanctuary
Open House scheduled for Saturday, March 18, 2006 from
9:00 AM until noon. Last year, we had a great group of guides,
interpreters, support staff and trafﬁc controllers. This year,
we will need at least ten bird guides, four individuals to greet
visitors and sign them in and four people to show our visitors
where to park. If you would like to help with our Open House
this coming March, contact us at 219-8425 or email me at
jmwoso@earthlink.net.
John Wilcox, TAS-Baker Sanctuary Chair and Steward

Drought and ﬁre danger are seldom the same throughout the
state; however, only the Texas Legislature can change the law
to give counties the local authority to deal with hazardous
conditions. Lately, ﬁreworks have started many of the wild ﬁres
statewide and the Texas Legislature needs to pass legislation
and the Governor needs to sign this legislation into law that will
give Travis County and other counties in Texas that do not have
the authority, local control over all ﬁreworks. Travis County
needs this local authority to prevent loss of life, property and
resources from wild ﬁre due to irresponsible human behavior.
By the time this article is printed, work will have already begun
on tearing out and installing 6400 feet of high fence along our
western and northern boundaries. In mid-November, I sent

TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY
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TAS Events - Feb 2006
Saturday, February 4, 2006 Lake Tawakoni (Dallas Area)
Field Trip to Lake Tawakoni Registration required. A joint ﬁeld trip with Audubon Dallas led by Richard Kinney. We
(Dallas Area) will be hoping to see Smith’s and Lapland Longspurs as well as other wintering grassland
species. Lake Tawakoni, one of the top birding spots in NE Texas, is noted for the occasional
appearance of rare wintering gulls and waterfowl. There will be ample opportunities for
exploring other hot-spots in the area over the holiday weekend. Contact Stan VanSandt by
phone at 707-7438 for more information.

Saturday, February 11 or February 18 Canyon of the Eagles, boat trip
Contact Mark Bentley (mebentley@austin.rr.com, (c) 461-5375) for more information.

Saturday, February 11 Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend
7 am & 4 pm Contact Kevin Anderson (972-1960) for more information - sponsored monthly by the Hornsby
Bend Bird Observatory.

Sunday, February 12th Fledgling Birders Walk, Platt Lane
8:30 am to 11:30 am Join us for our third monthly Fledgling Birders Walk, for our ﬁne-feathered friends who are
just learning to bird. We’ve had ﬂedgling birders of all ages join us on these walks and many
great teachers as well so come to learn or to share your knowledge. This three-hour walk, led
by Julia and Andy Balinsky, takes place at Platt Lane, near Hornsby Bend, in southeast Austin.
This month the group will bird Platt Lane. Meet at the trail head at the very end of Platt Lane at
8:30 a.m. for this three-hour activity. Children should be picked up at 11:30 at the same place.
There is no age limit for participating in the walk, but children under 8 years old must be
accompanied by an adult (older children may be dropped off and picked up at the meeting site).
Parents and other adults are welcomed to attend. Please bring your own snacks, water, and
binoculars. With advance notice we are able to provide loaner binoculars. Good walking shoes
and long pants and weather appropriate garb are recommended. It can get chilly out there.
With questions, please e-mail Bernadette Noll at nollanderson(at)sbcglobal.net.
Sunday, February 12 Monthly Bird Walk at Roy Guerrero Park
7:30 am & 9:00 am to 10:30 am Contact Charles Stephens (charles_stephens@yahoo.com, (w) 328-9453) for more information.
Saturday, February 18 Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend
7:30 am to noon Contact Richard Kaskan (kaskan@ieee.org, (c) 748-8660) for more information.

Saturday, February 25 Webberville Park
7:30 am to 11:00 am Led by Ingrid Huskey and Georgia Harper. This parkland with large, scattered, pecan trees
and riparian woodland along the Colorado River has often produced eastern rarities at the
far western edge of their range. Expect good looks at three species of woodpeckers, Eastern
Bluebird, several species of sparrows, American Goldﬁnch, and perhaps a Red-shouldered
Hawk. Bring snack/water, restrooms available. Contact Ingrid Huskey (ingridhuskey@yahoo.
com, (h) 933-1945) for more information.
Sunday, February 26

About TAS Field Trips All TAS ﬁeld trips are open
to members
Meadow
Lakeand nonmembers and to experienced and inexperienced birders. Wear appropriate clothing

and walking shoes, and bring binoculars and water. Unless otherwise noted, ﬁeld trips are free. Carpoolers should expect to pay a share of the gasoline expense.
For complete, up-to-date information on ﬁeld trips, including cancellations due to weather or other circumstances, please check the TAS website at www.travisaudubon.org. Because of the publication schedule of the newsletter, things can change. If you do not have Internet access, please contact the person(s) listed with
the event description.

About Hornsby Bend Maps and other information about the Hornsby Bend facility may be found on the Hornsby Bend website at www.hornsbybend.org
10
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TAS Events - March 2006
Feb 28 to March 5, 2006 Lower Rio Grande Valley
Lower Rio Grande Valley The plan is to spend one night in the upper Valley and visit spots near Laredo and or Zapata.
Then, two nights in the McAllen/Pharr area to allow visits to many refuges from Mission to
Weslaco. The last 1-2 nights will be in the Harlingen/Brownsville area and would allow visits
to Laguna Atascosa NWR, Sabal Palm Sanctuary and South Padre Island area. Return to Austin
on Sunday. Contact Gary Waggerman or call him at 512-301-2615.

Saturday, March 4 Pedernales Falls State Park
8:00 am to noon Led by George Kerr and Mark McClelland. Participants who wish to camp overnight on Friday
night should make campsite reservations as soon as possible since Pedernales Falls State park
ﬁlls up fast! Contact Texas Parks & Wildlife at www.tpwd.state.tx.us or 512-389-8900 for reservations. Complete details available online at www.travisaudubon.org. Contact George Kerr
(georgekerr@austin.rr.com, (c) 785-3579) for more information.

Saturday, March 11 Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend
7 am & 4 pm Contact Kevin Anderson (972-1960) for more information - sponsored monthly by the Hornsby
Bend Bird Observatory.
Sunday, March 12 Monthly Bird Walk at Roy Guerrero Park
7:30 am & 9:00 am to 10:30 am Contact Charles Stephens (charles_stephens@yahoo.com, (w) 328-9453) for more information.
Saturday, March 18 Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend
7:30 am to noon Contact Richard Kaskan (kaskan@ieee.org, (c) 748-8660) for more information.

And don’t forget, after your ﬁeld trip please add your sightings to our online Bird Records
database! We’ve made adding entries very easy - just go to:
www.travisaudubon.org and click on the Bird Records link
P.S. We want entries about your “every day” backyard bird sightings, too!

TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY NATURE BOOK CLUB
e invite you to join the Travis Audubon Society Nature Book Club, which is usually held the 4th Thursday of
every month at 7:00 pm at BookPeople (6th and Lamar, thank you BookPeople!). The group is informal and fun,
and you can choose to go to all the meetings and discuss all the books, or you can pick and choose the meetings
featuring books you would like to discuss. You do not have to have read the book to attend. Below is February’s pick.

W

February 24th, 2006 – Spoked Dreams: An Odyssey by Bicycle and Mind by Charles Riddel (Air-Space, 2005)
Please note that this selection is tentative! Before you commit to reading a book for a particular month, you may want to
call Terry Banks at 451-6302 or e-mail tessiembanks@msn.com to ﬁnd out if the book is still current.

TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY
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TAS News
From the TAS Ofﬁce:

A

s Shelia noted in her President’s column, 2006 is
going to be a great year for Travis Audubon. We have
wonderful ideas and collective energy to accomplish
things from increasing our membership to new activities in the
Austin community. Stay tuned, and please participate.
This year we are launching, with the blessing
of Audubon Texas, our own Birdathon (May
13th – save the date!). Shari Kolding explained
that national Audubon likes to see chapters
develop and be successful with their own
birdathons. Tucson Audubon does a great
one every spring – check it out at www.
tucsonaudubon.org/chapter/birdathon.htm.
We appreciate the help Audubon Texas has
provided us with recent birdathons and now
are ready to tackle one on our own. On this
important day, Travis Audubon members
and friends will go out in teams to do bird
counts, while collecting pledges (say, 50 cents
per species) from sponsors such as friends,
family, or workmates, to raise funds for Travis
Audubon. We’ll have prizes for the teams
that raise the most money, count the most species, and so on,
and there will be a countdown party that evening to share your
results and celebrate. Please mark your calendars for this one!
I got my wish: a downy woodpecker (female) came to my little
window feeder here in the ofﬁce. The small “landing area” is
designed to accommodate sparrows, ﬁnches, and the like. Alas,
my gal alit on the feeder but only pecked at the side of the bin
without retrieving any treats (pieces of peanut, cashews, and
almonds, among other things). I sure hope she comes back.
The census for visitors eating from this feeder remains short:
house sparrows, house ﬁnches, black-crested titmice, Carolina
chickadees, and now the downy woodpecker (visiting, at least).
But there’s no shortage of birdlife around the building, even in
this densely populated and built-up environment (near 38th &
Guadalupe). Now that I’ve been in the ofﬁce a few months, I
can report on a pair of red-bellied woodpeckers that spend time
in trees and a snag by our parking lot. For a while, several rubycrowned kinglets buzzed and zipped around the tree outside the
window. I’ve heard a carolina wren several times but not seen
it. And one day not long ago, I wheeled around the corner of
34th and Cedar on my way to the ofﬁce and hit the skids – to
avoid the turkey vulture smack in the middle of this residential
street chowing down on a freshly killed squirrel. Have you seen
a turkey vulture up close? They are huge! I continued my day
with renewed admiration for the tenacity of wildlife, who work
around us humans so adaptively.
Valerie Staats

Great Backyard Bird Count
February 17-20, 2006
www.birdsource.org/gbbc

T

his is the month for the citizen science project, the Great
Backyard Bird Count, a joint project of the Cornell Lab
of Ornithology and Audubon (for details and to sign
up, go to www.birdsource.org/gbbc). This is a
fun, easy project, and participation is free. We
urge you to join thousands of birders across the
continent to collect and enter your data for that
long weekend (Monday, February 20th is even
a holiday for some.)

Cornell Lab’s GBBC Web pages offer
fascinating looks at the data. The state
reporting the most birds last year, by the way,
is my former residence of Pennsylvania, while
the state reporting the most species, I’m proud
to report, is our own wonderful state of Texas
(Corpus Christi and Rockport especially).
The most frequently reported bird is the
Northern cardinal – no wonder seven states
have adopted it as their state bird. The most
numerous species in 2005 was not the European starling or the
house sparrow, as some of us might guess, but the Snow goose.
Take some time to check out the GBBC data, which go back to
1998 and show everything from maps of participants’ locations
to species tallies and more.
Living up north, I loved doing the GBBC every year and found
it especially meaningful because it represented spring to come.
Often it was bitterly cold, in the teens or twenties, with a thick
snow cover on the ground. But taking the time to watch the
feeder for several hours showed so much life and activity and –
the harbinger of spring for me – the ﬁrst sightings of American
Goldﬁnches, still in winter colors, coming back. Looking over
my journal from last year before writing this, I have to chuckle
at my notes, such as: “light snow ﬂurries, temps. around 32°,”
“ﬁrst chipmunk of the season!” and “nothing at the suet basket,
raccoons ate it all last night.”
Because this weekend includes a school holiday, I could
involve my Little Brother – who really got pulled into birding
this way. From our warm indoor seats we kept binox and books
at the ready, shouting out species and tallying them up over the
hours. One of my tenderest memories is of the ﬁrst time, when
my Little* thought it would be boring and absolutely impossible
to spend even half an hour on this activity. By the end of the
ﬁrst hour, he was excited and intrigued, impressed with our
results and how he could match the birds at the feeder to the
pictures in the guides, and – he didn’t want to stop! What could
be better? Do the GBBC with a kid (or two) this year.
Valerie Staats
*

I am a Big Sister, matched since 1998 with a Little Brother who is
now 16 years old.
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2005 Annual Appeal Donors
We thank these persons who
generously responded to our 2005
Annual Appeal (as of press time):
Ralph Alderson
Ada Allen
Barbara Anderson
David A. Baker
Ilene Barr
Donald Batey
Robert Baumgardner, Jr.
Ann Bishop
Lynn Box
Mrs. Walter Bremond III
Anita Broadway
John S. Brown, Jr.
Sandra Brown
Kerry Bruns
Maryloretto Buckley
Lawrence Buford
Mrs. Dow Chapman
Vanessa Chiapetta
Nancy Cochran
Elizabeth Cooper
James Cousar
Joan Cox
Homer Cunningham
Caryl Dalton
S. C. Damuth
Jacque Davis
Marion Wier Deford
Sherry deVries
Jayne Dibrell
Pat Dillon
Anne & John Donovan
Lucile Dunlevy
Joan Eckhardt
Virginia Montalvo Edge
Ted Eubanks
George Evertson
Thomas Fuller
William Gammon III
Michael Gagarin
Frances Gibich
Sharon Gillespie
Freddie Glasebrook
Lawrence Gonda
Susan Graham
Beth Gross
Christopher Gunter
Bryan Hale
Jerry F. Hall
Nancy Hall
Lucy Hammett
Shelia Hargis

TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

James Hargrove, Jr.
Fred Helms
John Hendrick
Margaret Hill
James Hodnett
Brett Hulboy
Norma Hutchinson
Andrienne Inglis
Nora Jewett
Gray Jolink
Richard Kaskan
Ward Keeler
Peter Knight
Ethel Kutac
Diane Laue
Landon Lockett
Winfred Lehmann
Wayne Lindsay
Annotte Littlepage
Mary Jo Lyckman
Robert Madrulli
Richard Manson
James Markle
Jean Martin
Keith Martinson
Terry McElroy
Ann McGinley
Cheryl McGrath
Lisa Meacham
Fred Meisenbach
Scott Meyer
Mary Milam
Peggy Moore
Priscilla Murr
Rosemary Paone
Mary Thorpe Parker
Michael Pﬁel
Neal Prince
Mary Quinn
Marilyn Rabkin
Nancy Radding
Woody Raine
Martha Renfroe
Elizabeth Ripperger
Stephanie Rivaux
Glenn Roark
Jan Roberts
Theodore Rogers
David Ross
Ronald Sassen
Robert Sechler
Eleanor Sellstrom
Karl Shackelford
Steve Sigman
Lolita Slagle

Regena Smith
Ed & Kay Sones
Ronni Specht
Lynne Storm
Timothy Stuart
John Sunder
Colleen Theriot
Janelle Thompson
Ray Toburen
Betty Tobutt-Nelson
Marvin Veselka
Fred & Marie Webster
E. B. Wehner
Bob Welch
Archie Whittemore
Larry & Jane Wilson
Timothy Worth
Paula Wright
Patricia Yingst
Janne Zochert
Walter Zolnerovich, Jr.
In Memory of Danna Hale
Bob & Jean Warneke
In Memory of Janeen Brown
Terrell Brown
Birthday Tribute to Mrs. Jack Inglis
Faye Inglis

We would also like to thank
these generous donors to our
December 15, 2005 holiday party
and silent auction:
Barbara Anderson
Jane Bedichek
Dan Callaway
Dart Bowl
Lauren Dillon
Anne Donovan
Driftwood Wildlife Association
Georgean and Paul Kyle
Gulf Coast Bird Observatory
Joe Halton
Jeffery Mundy
Bernadette Noll
Penny Potter
Scott Rashid
Roxie Rochat
Rootin’ Ridge Toymakers
Starbucks Coffee
Whole Foods Market
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Other News of Note
NOTICE TO TAS MEMBERS
A reminder that two membership votes are coming up:
t our membership meeting on Thursday, February 16th, members will vote on the proposed modiﬁcations
to the Society’s Articles of Incorporation. The proposed changes were printed in the January 2006 Signal
Smoke and posted on our Web site for two months. With any questions, please contact Board President
Shelia Hargis (see p.2).

A

Our March 16th meeting is the annual general meeting, when current TAS members will vote on a slate of
candidates for the Board of Directors. The new term will begin on April 1st, 2006. The entire slate, along with
brief biographical information, will be published in the March 2006 Signal Smoke and will be available at the
March meeting. Please be sure your membership is current so you can vote in both these important elections and
have a voice in Travis Audubon’s governance.

Field Trips in Maine for Birders with Disabilities – June 2006

T

he American Birding Association has become aware of the need for modiﬁed ﬁeld trips designed for birders with
limited mobility or limited endurance. Therefore, for the ﬁrst time, the 2006 ABA Convention in Bangor, Maine, will
offer three such trips through the Physical Limitations Track. Two of these trips will focus on land birds that can be
found in accessible “hot spots” near Bangor, and in the stunning Acadia National Park. Leaders
for these trips will include Victor Emanuel and Barry Lyon from Victor Emanuel Nature Tours,
and Rick Wright of Aimophila Adventures. The disabled birders will join the rest of the ABA
group for the third trip, a boat trip to the waters surrounding Petit Manan, a breeding island used
by Atlantic Pufﬁns and other seabirds. During this trip, we will have the expertise of Wayne Peterson, of
Field Guides Incorporated and Massachusetts Audubon, to guide our smaller group.
For detailed information about the June 19-25, 2006, Bangor, Maine, convention, please visit www.
americanbirding.org (click on Bangor convention, then ﬁeld trips, then scroll down to the Physical
Limitations Track), or contact Darlene Smyth at smythd@comcast.net or 1-520-297-2315.

Audubon Adventures Classroom Kits - Donations Needed

A

udubon Adventures has released
another all new classroom kit for
grades 3 - 6. The featured topics are:
*Dragonﬂies and Damselﬂies
*Turtles and Tortoises
*Waterbirds
*Spiders
Audubon Adventures includes actionoriented content about healthy habitats,
essays, written puzzles, word challenges, games, and recommended web sites.

Please consider sponsoring a classroom by donating
to the TAS Audubon Adventures program. Mail your
donations to Travis Audubon Society, P.O. Box 40787,
Austin TX 78704. The cost is approximately $42 per
kit which serves 32 students. Please note on the check
that it is for Audubon Adventures.
Please contact me (jwaxwing@employees.org) if you
know of an area teacher who would like to receive a
Classroom Kit. Many thanks.
Julia Balinsky, Youth Education Chair
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Get Involved!
Conservation Notes

Bird Jeopardy - test your knowledge!

W

Category: “Birdy People.” Each correct answer includes the
name of a bird (spelling doesn’t count).

ant to help spread the word about the City of
Austin’s upcoming bond issue for purchase of open
lands? Travis Audubon needs a representative to
meet periodically with other interested organizations. For more
information, call John Kelly at 331-8693. Or e-mail him at
jfkellyaustin53@hotmail.com.
Travis Audubon also needs a representative to work with the
City in developing guidelines for its Water Quality Protection
lands. For more information, contact John Kelly.

created by John Kelly

1. Lance Armstrong’s current main squeeze is this singer.
2. This famed British nurse was known as “The Lady with
the Lamp.”
3. Once a senator from Indiana, he was George H. W. Bush’s
vice president.
4. She played Norma Desmond in the 1950 ﬁlm Sunset
Boulevard.
5. The only posthumous winner of the Oscar for Best Actor,
he starred in the 1976 ﬁlm Network.

1. Who is Sheryl Crowe? 2. Who was Florence Nightingale? 3. Who is Dan
Quayle? 4. Who was Gloria Swanson? 5. Who was Peter Finch?

What: Non-native plant removal work day
Where: Bright Leaf Preserve.
The park encompasses 216 acres and has about 4 miles of trails.
When: Saturday February 18th from 9:00 am until 1:00 pm.
The rain date is the following Saturday, the 25th.
Food: Sandwiches will be provided at 1:00 pm.
Water and snacks will be provided throughout the day.
Sponsored by: Friends of Bright Leaf
Notes: Wear hiking boots or sturdy shoes.
No special training is required beyond what will be given that morning, when we
gather in the parking lot.
What to bring (if you have them): water bottle, shovels, loppers, tree saws.

Bright Leaf Workday

Directions:
Take RR2222 west from Mopac.
Go one block west of the trafﬁc light at Mesa.
Go left (south) onto Creek Mountain.
When it dead-ends in two short blocks, turn right onto Old Bull Creek.
The parking lot is on the left.

FRIENDS OF BRIGHT LEAF
P. O. Box 27921
Austin, Texas 78755-7921

Ongoing TAS Meetings
TAS Meeting Schedules
Program Committee: meets on the 2nd Monday of each month, contact Marsha Reimer, 965-6714
TAS Board of Directors: meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month (except for December), contact: Shelia Hargis, 300-BIRD
Urban Habitat Development Group: meets on the 3rd Monday of each month, contact: Jane Tillman, 794-0058
Education Committee: meets on the 3rd Monday of each month, contact: Bill Reiner, 445-0565
Latin America Committee Meeting: meets most 3rd Wednesdays, contact Bob Warneke at warneke@austin.rr.com for details
TAS Regular Monthly Meeting: meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month except for June, July & August.
Bird Records Committee: meets on the 4th Thursday of the month, contact: Ethel Kutac, 346-7659
TAS Nature Book Club Meeting: the 4th Thursday of the month at 7:00pm at BookPeople, contact: tessiebanks@msn.com
Sanctuary Committee: meets quarterly, contact: John Wilcox, jmwoso@earthlink.net or 219-8425
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY
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Visit the TAS Web site:
www.travisaudubon.org

Local and National
Audubon Membership
Join the Travis Audubon Society by using the form at the right,
and your dues will be put to use supporting local conservation, education, and research projects. You may also join the
National Audubon Society through their website at www.audubon.org. As a member of National Audubon, you will enjoy
Travis Audubon chapter membership, and receive the quarterly Audubon magazine, with a portion of your dues going to
support national programs.

Join Travis Audubon now and support
local birds, wildlife, and their habitats.
Travis Audubon Society members receive 11 issues of the
Signal Smoke newsletter, priority sign-up on local field trips,
discounts on educational classes, and the opportunity to participate in our email group and monthly lectures.

Travis Audubon Society
YES! I want to enjoy the benefits of Travis Audubon Society membership. Enroll me as a member of Travis Audubon Society. Enclosed is my check for:





$12
$25
$35
$75

 $100
 $250
 $1,000

Youth Membership (up to age 18)
Individual Membership
Family Membership
Painted Bunting Membership (bonus Travis
Audubon T-shirt)
Vireo Membership (bonus T-shirt and book)
Warbler Membership (bonus T-shirt, book, and
free workshop)
Lifetime Membership (bonus T-shirt, book,
free workshop, and listing in annual report)

T-shirt size (for premium memberships) __________________
 This is a gift membership from ________________________

To join Travis Audubon Society:
Make your check payable to Travis Audubon Society
and send with this form to TAS Membership Secretary,
P.O. Box 40787, Austin, TX 78704.

Name _______________________________ Phone ________________
Address _____________________________________________________
City ____________________________ State _____ Zip _____________
Email ______________________________________________________
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