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TAS Regular Monthly Meetings
Thursday, January 17, 7:00pm

Winter and Spring in the Rio
Grande Valley
Speaker: Steve Holt
Thursday, February 21, 7:00pm

Where the Woodpeckers Are
Speaker: Steve Shunk
LCRA Board Room
in the Hancock Building
at 3700 Lake Austin Blvd. Austin TX
Doors open at 6:30 pm for social time

see page 8 for additional details
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TAS Youth Birding Camp a success

S

aturday, October 20th was a perfect day at Hornsy Bend Center for Environmental
Research where twenty youths and an equal number of adults gathered for the annual
Youth Birding Camp sponsored by Travis Audubon Society.

Marsha May, TAS President, welcomed the
campers and guided them in learning to use a
field guide and binoculars, and discussed the
purpose of the field journal. Then it was off
to the ponds for several hours of enthusiastic
birding. The young campers particularly
enjoyed the input and help from our Junior
Volunteers: Jesse Huth, Sam Fason, Austin
Walker, Christian Walker, Anton Gabrielson,
and Laura Auchterlonie. Fifty-one species
were observed with good sightings of Yellowheaded Black Birds and Ospreys.

Spider Joe captivates the crowd

After a much enjoyed pizza lunch, Linda Anderson intrigued youths and adults with quick
and easy ways to draw birds for their field journal, “Spider Joe” Lapp took the young
campers to Platt Lane for a spider identification walk, and Sally Delahoussaye described
her efforts rehabilitating birds of prey. She accompanied her discussion by showing several
birds she has rescued: Peregrine Falcon, Red-shouldered Hawk, and Mississippi Kite. These
presentations were a highlight of the day in addition to our experiences at the ponds spotting
and identifying many shorebird species.
Julia Balinsky was the chairman of the planning committee whose members were Nancy
Manning, Diana Digges, Anne Donovan, and Barbara Anderson. Other adult volunteers
were Andy Balinsky, Claude Morris, Jim Hargrove, Shelia Hargis, Laurie Foss, Marsha
May, Julia Heskett, Courtney Seals, Martha Renfroe, and Theresa Bayoud. Several parents
stayed for the day and were great helpers also. We are grateful to all volunteers who helped
make the camp a real success. We also
received a donation of snacks and juices
from Wheatsville Co-op grocery which
was much appreciated. We are indebted
to Kevin Anderson, Director of the
Hornsby Bend Center for Environmental
Education and the City of Austin for
allowing us to use the facilities for the
camp. Thanks to all! We are looking
forward to another great camp next
year and would welcome volunteers and
comments.
Journaling was a favorite activity
Photo credits: Andy Balinsky
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From the TAS President

predict that 2008 will be a great year for Travis Audubon Society. New
committees, new strategic plan, new policies, new board members, more
changes are heading our way and all positive. I hope that you will find
time in your lives to actively participate.
A new committee that I am glad to see come to fruition is the Youth Education
Committee. This committee is sorely needed. The youth of today will play an
important role as future conservationists. Are they ready for that role? Many
children today spend more time indoors than ever before and are loosing an
important connection with nature. Without that connection, how will these
Texas citizens in the future vote on environmental issues? Will they care
about preserving habitat for Golden-cheeked Warblers and Black-capped
Vireos? Richard Louv, author of the “Last Child in the Woods” describes
this phenomenon as nature-deficit disorder. I recommend that every parent,
grandparent and educator read this book. It is very important to the future of
the natural world. Travis Audubon Society has the opportunity to play a vital
role in the future of conservation.
I hope to see you at our next monthly meeting. Please set aside the third
Thursday of the month during January through May of this year and join us.
You will have a chance to learn new things and meet wonderful people. See
you there!
Marsha May
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Mission Statement

The Travis Audubon Society promotes the enjoyment, understanding,
and preservation of birds, other wildlife, and their habitats in Central Texas.
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No.4, and beginning with Volume 56, No.5,
is published 6 times yearly. Subscription is
a TAS membership benefit. To join, use the
form on the back page of this issue or go
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info(at)travisaudubon.org. The USPS does not
forward Signal Smoke. Copyright 8 2008. No
part of this publication may be reproduced

without permission in writing from Travis
Audubon Society.

Newsletter Deadline

The submissions deadline is the first day of the
month preceding the first month of publication
(for example, June 1 for the July/August issue).
Submit uncopyrighted articles, announcements,
and art to Tess Sherman, tsherman1(at)austin.
rr.com; or mail to 210 E. Walnut Dr., Austin,
TX 78753. Submissions by email or on a CD
are preferred but not required. Call Tess at 300BIRD if you have questions.
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

Austin Community Wildlife Habitat Certification

A

Austin lays out the welcome mat for
birds, butterflies and other wildlife.

ustin is the largest city in the U.S. to attempt Community
Wildlife Habitat certification. At the Green City Festival on
October 13, 2007, Austin City Council Members Lee Leffingwell
and Mike Martinez announced that Wildlife Austin! has officially
registered its new community wildlife habitat initiative with the
National Wildlife Federation. “Not only is Austin the largest city
in the country to ever attempt certification, they are also planning
to go above and beyond the minimum requirements,” said Alice
Nance, education programs manager for the National Wildlife
Federation. “City Hall really understands how this program can
make Austin a more livable place for both people and wildlife.”
To qualify, the city must have at least 600 individual yards, ten
common areas/workplaces and six schools certified as wildlife
habitats and achieve other education and public outreach goals.
Since the city first announced the initiative in March, the number
of certified habitats within city limits has gone from 340 to 547.
“It’s very impressive that just a few months after deciding to take
on this project, the city is already so close to meeting its goal for
the number of habitat sites,” added Nance.
For an individual site to be certified by NWF, it must include the
four basic elements that all wildlife need: Food, water, cover, and
places to raise young. It must also employ sustainable gardening
practices. The program strongly encourages the use of native
plants.

M

The city has allocated funding for a public outreach campaign
and plans to hire a new, full-time employee to coordinate
the Wildlife Austin! initiative. One of the tasks of the new
coordinator will be to cultivate and train a volunteer corps to
help homeowners, businesses, schools and other sites create
wildlife habitats and assist with restoration and invasive species
removal on city parkland. Wildlife Austin! promises to be
a model program that engages people across the city in the
conservation of our biodiversity one yard, school, and park at a
time. NWF’s mission is to inspire Americans to protect wildlife
for our children’s future.
Alice Nance
Education Program Manager
Gulf States Natural Resource Center
Austin, TX.

TAS’ Newest Board Member

ichael Portman holds a BBA in Finance from Southern
Methodist University and has been in the financial services
industry for 38 years. He has spent the last 33 years with A.G.
Edwards & Sons, Inc., where he has received numerous industry
accolades and awards. Most recently, he achieved the firm’s
Chairman’s Council
for excellence and
graduated from the Top
Performer’s Workshop.
After spending thirty
years in the Laredo,
Texas office of A.G.
Edwards, he made the
move to the Austin,
Texas office. He
thoroughly enjoys his
work in helping his
clients, whom are also
friends, in meeting their
financial goals. Michael
also has had extensive
real estate experience
as a ranch owner, land
developer, and apartment
complex owner.
photo courtesy of Michael Portman
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Council Member Leffingwell
said, “I believe Austin can and
will become the national leader
in dedicating open space for
water and air quality. These
goals fit perfectly into Austin’s
Climate Protection Initiative.”
Creation of wildlife habitats
and preservation of native
landscapes furthers the city’s goals for reducing greenhouse gas
emissions, as those types of landscapes require less maintenance
from motorized lawn equipment. Native landscapes also further
the city’s water conservation goals, since native plants require
less water.

Michael is the father of four grown children. His son Michael
David and his wife Erin had a baby boy in June making Michael
a grandfather for the first time, and his daughter Elizabeth and
her husband John had a baby girl in late September. Michael
is very excited to be a grandfather. His son John Robert is a
photographer in New Orleans and son Thomas is a student at the
University of Texas at Austin. Michael is glad to be in Austin and
closer to his children.
Michael is active in many organizations, his church, and he
enjoys cycling and other outdoor activities in his spare time. In
recent years, he has paddled the Buffalo River in Arkansas, the
Bayou Lafourche in Louisiana, and the Brazos River in Texas
with his binoculars and bird book in hand. He has also ridden his
bicycle across Iowa in the RAGBRAI event and spends 10-20
nights a year outdoors camping, biking, paddling, star gazing
and bird watching. His love of the outdoors has made him very
interested in conservation efforts to which he gives his time and
money.
Michael Portman
Financial Consultant
Vice President – Investments
michael.portman@agedwards.com
www.agedwards.com/fc/michael.portman
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NATURALIST’S

CALENDAR

by Bill Reiner

photo by Robert Baumgardner

T

he rural roadside east of town seems lifeless on a cold, blustery
winter day – except for the solitary bird perched on the highest
twig of a leafless hackberry. By size and perching posture, it
resembles a mockingbird, but the shape is wrong. Shorter-tailed and
bulky-headed, it looks top-heavy. A closer view might reveal a stout,
hooked beak like that of a small hawk, and a mask of jet-black feathers
around the eyes. This is no mockingbird, but rather that most raptorial
of the perching birds, a Loggerhead Shrike.
If you come too close, the shrike will abandon its post, but even then
you can recognize it. The bird will dive toward the ground, then level
off into a speedy beeline flight with rapidly fluttering wings, cruising
just above grass or bare ground until it swoops steeply up to its new
perch. This U-shaped flight path is characteristic enough to distinguish
a shrike from any similar-sized bird in the area, but it’s no mere
eccentricity. In the open country frequented by shrikes, a bird flying
directly between high perches would be conspicuous against the sky.
By hugging the ground, a shrike may avoid detection by predator or
prey.
The wing pattern is almost as diagnostic as the flight style. A small
white patch at the base of the primary feathers on each black wing
flickers like a strobe light as the bird flies.
Named for its heavy-headed build, the Loggerhead Shrike is the only
shrike species endemic to North America. One other shrike resides on
this continent, from a worldwide family of about 29 species. This larger
species, the Northern Shrike, has a circumpolar range. (In England it
is known as the Great Grey Shrike). Northern Shrikes breed in subarctic regions, and only rarely range as far south as Texas in the winter.
The Loggerhead Shrike, which lives year-round in central Texas, is
distinguished from its larger cousin by a stubbier bill, and by black
feathers on the forehead that continue the mask around the front of the
head.
Shrikes have been tagged with an undeserved reputation for savagery.
The bad rap may stem from their habit of impaling larger prey – such as
grasshoppers, lizards, small birds, and mice – on thorns or barbed wire,
or wedging them into narrow branch forks. This behavior, characteristic
of all shrikes, earned them the nickname “butcher birds.” Even when
the shrike itself is not visible, a small corpse hanging from a tree or a
fence will bear witness to its presence.
Shrikes seem to have developed this behavior as a strategy to hold
a carcass in place while dismantling it. Other birds that capture the
same kinds of food – think American Kestrels, Northern Harriers, and
Eastern Screech-Owls – have large, strong feet and talons. Shrikes, like
most other passerines (perching birds), have comparatively small feet
that are not strong enough to hold larger objects firmly. By securing its
catch on a thorn, a shrike can then concentrate on using its strong bill to
tear a scaly lizard skin or pull apart a grasshopper’s exoskeleton.
A shrike’s bill, in addition to being shaped like a small hawk’s beak, is
equipped with an interesting adaptation unique among the passerines.
On each side of the bill, on the cutting edge (also called the “tomium”)
of the upper mandible, is a sharp projection called a “tomial tooth.”
The tooth fits into a corresponding notch in the lower mandible. Only
falcons have a similar bill structure. This appears to be an example
4

S I G N A L S M O K E / January/February 2008

of convergent evolution, in which unrelated groups of organisms
that have similar lifestyles evolve similar physical or behavioral
characteristics.
The sharp points of a shrike’s bill are useful not only for tearing
a tough hide, but also for subduing some large, and potentially
dangerous, prey. When a shrike attacks a mouse, lizard, or small bird,
it aims for the animal’s nape, where it employs its bill to sever the
animal’s vertebrae. The tomial teeth probably help the bird to damage
its victim’s spinal cord, partially paralyzing it. Shrikes are thereby
capable of taking prey very near their own size. Amazingly enough, a
shrike is also able to fly while carrying prey weighing as much as the
shrike itself.
A shrike’s cache may linger, with no apparent attention from
its maker, for months, until it decays and drops to the ground
– which may be another reason the shrike is sometimes accused of
bloodthirsty excess. Yet shrikes have been known to return to their
caches up to eight months later. They likely depend upon these stores
in lean times, so the nickname “larder,” sometimes applied to an
individual bird’s collection of caches, is probably appropriate.
A shrike may also allow its food to “season” for a time to make it
more palatable. That was the conclusion of one observer who watched
shrikes caching Monarch butterflies and Eastern Narrowmouth Toads.
Both of these animals incorporate chemicals into their bodies that
make them inedible to most predators. Shrikes that caught these prey
did not attempt to eat them at once, but returned up to three days later
to consume them. The observer reasoned that the noxious compounds
might degrade over time. So, in this case, shrikes may have found a
way to exploit a resource unavailable to competing predators.
Another reason for leaving tiny corpses hang for long periods may be
that they advertise to other shrikes ownership of a territory. Not that
shrikes are the avian equivalents of Vlad the Impaler, displaying body
parts to ward off foes. On the contrary, a male shrike’s well-stocked
larder might attract a mate impressed by his hunting prowess.
Though it may serve a variety of purposes, the larder is not a reliable
measure of what any individual shrike eats. Rarely cached are the
many small invertebrates that make up a large proportion of the
diet of most shrikes. These are usually either crushed while being
manipulated in the bill, or picked apart while the shrike holds them
with its feet. Though shrikes will opportunistically take vertebrate
prey, insects generally make up more than 60% of their diet,
especially the grasshoppers, crickets, and beetles that can devastate
croplands.
In the natural world as in the human, things are often not as they
appear. So it is with the “bloodthirsty” butcherbirds, falsely accused
for putting food aside for a rainy day, while providing an invaluable
service by controlling injurious insects.
Sources for this article included: “Loggerhead Shrike” by Reuven
Yosef, no. 231 in The Birds of North America series; The Sibley Guide
to Bird Life and Behavior, by David Allen Sibley, The Audubon Society
Encyclopedia of North American Birds by John K. Terres.
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

THE

Dan Callaway,
photo by Robert Baumgardner

DAN CALLAWAY

REPORT

Birding to Hornsby Bend - 11/7/07
Participants: Ethel Kutac, Jackie Davis, Homer Cunningham,
Catfish Kelly, Mike Purdy, and Dan Callaway

W

e met at Walnut Creek WWTP pond to view the dependable Black-bellied Whistling Ducks plus Pied-billed
Grebe, Great Blue Heron, Great and Snowy Egret, Wood Duck,
Gadwall, Northern Shoveler, Lesser Scaup and Spotted Sandpiper. Our next stop was Platt Lane which included a walk down the
trail toward the Colorado River. Two Crested Caracara flew low
over the hayfield. The fence row was abundant with Savannah
Sparrows plus one lone meadowlark. The power lines held a pair
of American Ketrels, House Finches and a multitude of Brownheaded Cowbirds. The trail proved productive with Northern
Cardinals, a Downy Woodpecker, Eastern Phoebes, Rubycrowned Kinglets, Carolina Wrens, Lincoln Sparrows, Orangecrowned Warblers, Carolina Chickadees, one Hermit Thrush and
many Red-winged Blackbirds. Mike had a glimpse of a warbler
with a yellow face, possibly a Black-throated Green.

we were peering down from the cliff’s edge, two pair of Wood
Ducks flew in and lit on the water, then took flight after a
minute exposing their steely blue-green backs and wing-tops.
Hornsby Bend sludge ponds contained its usual winter fare of
Northern Shovelers, Green-winged Teal, Ruddy Ducks and
American Coots. In lesser numbers were Northern Pintail,
Lesser Scaup and a Bufflehead. We identified one Song Sparrow in the grassy NE corner of pond 1 West. We studied three
Semi-palmated Sandpipers in the SE corner of the same pond.
American Pipits were abundant in the edges and roadways. We
were surprised to see a vagrant Barn Swallow, Cliff Swallow
and a lone male Scissor-tailed Flycatcher. At Moya Park, we
added a Red-bellied Woodpecker. Other notables for the day
included Red-shouldered and Red-tailed Hawks, Mourning
Doves, American Crows, and Northern Mockingbirds.

The hidden, reedy, water-filled sand pit along the North-South
portion of the road revealed a score of American Wigeon. While

Total species: fifty-four
Best bird: Wood Duck
Dominant species: Northern Shoveler, Green-winged Teal and
Brown-headed Cowbirds

Get ready now!

Plan Ahead - beat the rush!

Travis Audubon Society Birdathon 2008 will be a grand
event and a major fundraising effort for the chapter. We
invite all TAS members and friends to participate and
contribute, but it is neither limited to TAS members nor to
birding in the Austin area. Birdathon 2008 is open to anyone, anywhere. Birding skill level is not even an issue.
How can you help? In so many ways! For more information visit www.travisaudubon.org. More details coming in
the next issue of Signal Smoke.
Jean Warneke

SUCCESS DEPENDS ON THE RIGHT CHOICES.
Helping you make the right choices is what our financial
consultants do best.
Financial Consultant
Vice President - Investments
301 Congress Avenue, Suite 100
Austin, TX 787745
(512) 472-6852
michael.portman@agedwards.com

2007 A.G. Edwards & Sons, Inc. • Member SIPC • agedwards.com
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Michael Portman

Where can you find the biggest nature festival in Texas (away
from the coast and the Lower Rio Grande Valley)? Look no
further than right here in the Austin area. Last year more than 500
people attended the Balcones Songbird Festival at the Balcones
Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge in western Travis County.
Folks came to the Festival from twenty states last year. Of course,
most attendees were local, which is really what we were hoping
for. We want to show Texans the wonders of nature they can find
near their homes. And by doing this we hope to continue improving the way people view endangered species.
The Festival’s big draw: tours into the habitats of Central Texas’
two endangered songbirds, the Black-capped Vireo and the Golden-cheeked Warbler. Last year everyone on the vireo tour got to
see, from a discrete distance, of course, vireos on the nest. Everyone on the warbler tours got to see the target bird. And at least two
groups were lucky enough to stumble across nesting warblers. It’s
safe to say that very few people have ever seen both of these birds
on the nest on the same day (no guarantees for 2008, of course!).
The Festival also offers tours exploring the various habitats of
the Refuge. There will be tours featuring, among other things,
wildflowers, native plants, butterflies, and geology. The Festival
runs from Friday to Monday, April 25 to 28. Beginning February
1, you can check the Festival website for more details on activities
and information on registration: www.balconessongbirdfestival.
org. Hope to see you there.
John Kelly
S I G N A L S M O K E / January/February 2008
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TAS News and Notes
Birding 101 at REI Downtown on Feb. 19th at 6:30 pm.
Our own Board President, Marsha May, will once again be
offering her Birding 101 class for those interested in learning
more about the fastest growing “sport” in America: Birding.

T

ravis Audubon Society and The Lady Bird Johnson
Wildflower Center are pleased to announce:

BIRD CONSERVATION SECRETS
EVERYONE SHOULD KNOW

Saturday, February 16th from 11:00 am – 12:30 pm in the
Auditorium at the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center.
Lecture is free with admission to the Wildflower Center ($7
Adults; $6 Seniors 60 years and older, and Students 13 years and
older). BookPeople will have Dr. Wells’ book available for sale.
Jeff Wells, author of the Princeton University Press publication,
Birder’s Conservation Handbook: North America’s 100 Birds
of Conservation Concern, will talk about his views on the state
of birds and bird conservation in North America. In a wideranging presentation covering everything from global warming
to lingerie, Kleenex, donut holes, and the Argentinean economy,
Dr. Wells will describe the best-kept secrets of bird conservation
and tell about some amazing conservation opportunities that still
exist including protection of the Boreal – North America’s Great
Bird Nursery.
Jeffrey Wells, Ph.D., is the Senior Scientist for the International
Boreal Conservation Campaign and Boreal Songbird
Initiative, Seattle-based non-profit organizations working
internationally for the conservation of North America’s
Boreal forest. Dr. Wells works from a satellite office in
Hallowell, Maine. He has had a wide-ranging career in bird
conservation and birding. After receiving his Ph.D. and
Master’s degrees in avian ecology from Cornell University, Dr.
Wells worked for the National Audubon Society, first as Bird
Conservation Director for the New York State office, then as
the National Director of Bird Conservation. Dr. Wells published
Important Bird Areas in New York State in 1998, which was
the first book in North America to be written on this topic.
It is a highly acclaimed handbook to help determine highest
priority bird conservation areas for use by state and federal
agencies, land trusts, and others. This book, along with his other
work, helped firmly establish Audubon’s U.S. Important Bird
Areas program, now the largest of its kind in the world. During
his tenure with Audubon, Dr. Wells was located at the Cornell
Lab of Ornithology, where he continues as a Visiting Fellow of
the Lab. Dr. Wells was the leader of Cornell’s first Ivory-billed
Woodpecker search team to investigate reports of the species in
Arkansas in spring 2004.
Dr. Wells is an active birder and for twelve years was a
member of the Cornell Lab of Ornithology Sapsucker’s birding
team, which won the prestigious World Series of Birding in
2001 and 2002. His contributions as a member of the World
Series team were instrumental in helping the Lab raise more
than $150,000 each year for the Lab’s conservation work.
Dr. Wells has birded throughout much of the North American
6
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continent from the Northwest Territories of Canada to Veracruz,
Mexico, and in the Caribbean, where he has led birding trips
in the Lesser Antilles and is an expert on the birds of Aruba,
Bonaire, and Curacao. To promote conservation on the
islands, he and his wife Allison Childs Wells have created the
websites www.arubabirds.com and www.bonairebirds.com. Dr.
Wells has been active in bird conservation at every level from
working with local land trusts to purchase land for Cerulean
Warblers to developing bird conservation plans for IBAs
and ecoregions. He has met with mayors, governors, state
and federal representatives, lawyers, lobbyists, and CEOs
to help impact policy decisions. He spent much of the 1980s
researching and working to protect grassland birds in a rare
remnant native grassland in southern Maine—work that led to
the purchase of the site for conservation.
Dr. Wells is an accomplished speaker and writer. He maintains
a blog for the Boreal Songbird Initiative at www.borealbirds.
org/blog and has authored or co-authored hundreds of
scientific papers, reports, and popular articles on birds and
bird conservation. These include several family accounts coauthored with his wife Allison, in The Sibley Guide to Bird Life
and Behavior. His book, Birder’s Conservation Handbook: 100
North American Birds at Risk, recently published by Princeton
University Press, is the first of its kind—a bird book for bird
conservation. Wells lives in Gardiner, Maine, with his wife,
young son, and two indoor cats.

T

ravis Audubon Society has just been registered
for GoodSearch and GoodShop as seen in Oprah
Magazine, ABC News, and The New York Times.
You can raise money for Travis Audubon Society by using
GoodSearch to search the internet and GoodShop to make
online purchases!
What if Travis Audubon Society earned a penny every time
you searched the Internet? Or how about if a percentage
of every purchase you made online went to support Travis
Audubon Society? Well, now it can!
GoodSearch.com is the search engine with a unique social
mission. It’s powered by Yahoo!, so you get the same great
search results, but each time you do a search, GoodSearch
makes a donation (about a penny per search) to Travis
Audubon Society! GoodSearch donates 50% of advertising
revenue to the nonprofits and schools selected by their users.
GoodShop.com is a new online shopping mall which donates
up to 37 percent of each purchase to your favorite cause!
Hundreds of great stores including Target, Gap, Best Buy,
ebay, Macy’s and Barnes & Noble have teamed up with
GoodShop and every time you place an order, you’ll be
supporting your favorite cause.
Just go to www.goodsearch.com and be sure to enter Travis
Audubon Society as the charity you want to support. And, be
sure to spread the word!
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

Hawkwatch 2007
Hornsby Bend Hawkwatch 2007
Final Summary

I

’ve just finished my third year in a row at the Hornsby Bend
hawkwatch, a watch which began (with different observers)
back in 2000. I’d like to start by thanking everyone who
made this year’s hawkwatch possible. Without coordination
between the Travis Audubon Society (for funding the
hawk watch and providing equipment) and the Center for
Environmental Research at Hornsby Bend (for its sponsorship of
the hawkwatch), it couldn’t have been done. I would also like to
thank Peg Wallace for “co-coordinating” the hawkwatch with me
this year. Her experience has been a great asset in finding and
identifying migrating raptors. Thanks also to the help from our
visitors, some of whom showed up almost daily and provided
both insight and much-needed extra sets of eyes when we really
needed them.
After three years, I have come to learn that just when you think
you are starting to figure out different trends in migration,
you are thrown a curve ball. Hawkwatch 2007 will have
to go down as “the year of the kite,” a very different year
from previous seasons. The end of the drought (with recordsetting rain and cool temperatures early in the season and aboveaverage temperatures with southerly winds late in the hawk
watch, along with the lack of major cold fronts during our peak
migration window) seems to have affected migration numbers.
The question I now pose is this: were the migrant trends that
we thought we’d established in the first few years of the hawk
watch really trends at all?
Let’s begin with the total numbers of individuals and species
recorded in this eighth year of the hawkwatch. When the 2007
watch started, I thought past observations had established what
a “typical year” for hawk migration looked like. But this year
things didn’t work out that way at all. The total number of
individuals in 2007 was 5202. This is not the lowest number
of migrants ever recorded but is definitely below the levels of
the 2002-2004 seasons. In those years, we were recording over
10,000 migrants a year. Swainson’s Hawks made up the greatest
number of hawks during those migrations, numbering between
8,135 and 11,425 birds. But this year we recorded only 192
Swainson’s. Although this may seem a cause for concern, it’s
not necessarily a problem: see below for results from Veracruz,
Mexico.
The total number of species this year was sixteen, which falls
into the range of former years (between sixteen and eighteen
species). The addition of our first records for both Swallowtailed Kites and a Prairie Falcon was the standout of the
year. On the other hand, we had no Bald Eagles, Zonetailed Hawks, or Ferruginous Hawks this season.
After analyzing the data for 2007, I would
like to discuss some of the differences
from past hawkwatch years. For the third
year in a row, the greatest factor in our
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

lower numbers was, as stated earlier, the paucity of migrating
Swainson’s Hawks (only 192 this year). This year’s data now
suggest that the years of 8,000 to 11,000 Swainson’s Hawks
may not necessarily have been typical. Another negative
factor in total numbers of migrating raptors was the big
decrease in Turkey Vultures (1,362 this year, compared to
5,277 in 2006) and Black Vultures (sixteen this year, 819 in
2006). It’s worth noting that in 2007 vulture numbers didn’t
start picking up until October 12 (four days before the end of
the hawk watch). In the five previous years, the uptick started
between October 6 and 8. The persistent southerly winds
may well have been the reason for this delay. In future years
we should consider extending the hawkwatch by a few days
to see if we can catch more late-migrating vultures. Other
species that showed decreases were the American Kestrel
(only thirty this year, versus an average of about seventy)
and Accipiters. In 2007, we recorded forty Sharp-shinned
Hawks, about half the average number. Only sixty-seven
Cooper’s Hawks were found this year, compared to the
usual 100 or so.
So far as positive changes go, the most remarkable finding
involved Mississippi Kites: the 2,373 found this year were
almost as many as the number counted in all of the past six
years put together. Another interesting finding: this was the
second year in a row that we almost doubled the previous
season’s numbers of Broad-winged Hawks. We found 792 in
2007, compared with the past six years’ 436, 211, 228, 78, 45,
and 96.
As I’ve said, we experienced constant winds from the
south during our peak migration window, which probably
interfered with the migration. So I did a daily check of the
Veracruz River of Raptors hawkwatch in Mexico to see how
those folks were doing. So far as Swainson’s Hawks were
concerned, they were doing pretty well. They found almost
one million Swainson’s, a nice rebound from last year’s poor
numbers. So, for whatever reason, it appears that Swainson’s
Hawks took a path this year which bypassed Hornsby
Bend but which followed more usual routes to the south of
us. Veracruz also recorded about 1.8 million Broad-winged
Hawks, just a few hundred thousand birds below the usual
average of some two million.
In conclusion, this year I have developed new ideas about
migration and believe even more questions have been raised.
I can only guess that the record rainfall and cool northeast
winds may have pushed the kites and Broad-wings our way,
and the southern winds, with the lack of a powerful cold front,
pushed the majority of the Swainson’s migration to the west.
Once again, I must stress that years of data must be taken into
account to determine if new trends are being established or if
species migration over central Texas remains, over time, fairly
constant. The addition of hawkwatches to the west of Austin
would be very beneficial in helping establish these data.
Keep an eye on the sky.

Gary Newgord
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Monthly Meeting Information
TAS Regular Monthly Meeting - 7:00 pm (doors open at 6:30 pm for social time)
Program begins at 7:00 pm. Location: LCRA Board Room, 3700 Lake Austin Blvd. The board room is in the Hancock
Building, the middle building in the courtyard. We’ll be in the room on the left upon entering. Parking available in the
adjacent garage and lots. Refreshments provided.

January 17, 2008

Guest Speaker: Steve Holt
Winter and Spring in the Rio Grande Valley

S

teve will show his stunning images of birds and wildlife of
the Rio Grande Valley and talk about the great places to go
in the valley to see its specialties for yourselves. He will also
discuss the history of the Valley’s habitat and the present wildly
contradictory impulses in federal policy of increasing habitat
connectivity and installing border fences. Expect to see a mix of
migrants and native specialties of the Rio Grande Valley.
Climbing a giant redwood, getting licked by a Brazilian tapir
and slogging through waist-deep mud are just part of the job for
Steve Holt. Steve started his professional photography career
when he lived in Austin just over 20 years ago. He received his
degree in Wildlife Management from the University of Maryland, and to this day, he remains broadly focused on wildlife,
threats to the natural environment and constructive solutions to
environmental problems. He has photographed in Ecuador, the
Caribbean, Mexico, New Zealand, Australia, and New Guinea as
well as every state in the Union, and most of Canada. His photographs have been published internationally by TV networks,
newspapers and magazines, including ABC, Audubon, BBC
Wildlife, Birder’s World, Defenders, Discover, Environment,
International Wildlife, Ranger Rick, Scientific American,
Sierra, the New York Times, and many others. He has been sole
photographer for three children’s books and his photographs
have been exhibited at numerous museums, including the Academy of Natural Sciences, the Field Museum and the Smithsonian
Institution. Steve lives in the Southern Coast Range of Oregon
with his wife and “too damn many cats.”
Steve visits the Valley often, and he and his wife have entered
the Valley Land Fund Contest three times. He won first place
for Deer in the most recent VLF contest. Expect to see a broad
range of wildlife photos from snakes and scorpions to deer and
a broad variety of birds. For more information on Steve Holt, go
to www.stockpix.com.

Alamo Inn

Lower Rio Grande * Lodging for
Birders

Guiding * Guides include Benton Basham
Artist’s studio * Grover Terry Beaman
Optics dealer * Brunton & Alpen

956-782-9912

www.alamoinnsuites.com
801 Main Street, Alamo TX
across from El Dorado Restaurant
8
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February 21, 2008

Guest Speaker: Steve Shunk
Where the Woodpeckers are: Woodpecker
Distribution in Texas

T

exas hosts over half of the North American woodpecker
species at some time of year, and ten species breed regularly in the state. Owing to its immense land area, many Texas
woodpecker populations occupy distantly separated eco-regions, with only the East Texas Pineywoods supporting a broad
diversity of nesting species. How did the different species get
where they are today, and what adaptations have they acquired
that restrict them to certain habitats? Join Oregon naturalist and
woodpecker specialist Steve Shunk as he maps out Texas woodpeckers and sheds light on their unique natural histories and
behaviors. Steve will discuss prehistoric and current distribution
in Texas and beyond, as well as hybridization and range fluctuations occurring in the state.
For the last 10 years, Steve Shunk has studied woodpeckers on
the east slope of Oregon’s Cascade Mountains and across the
continent, and he is nearing completion of the Peterson Reference Guide to Woodpeckers of North America. Steve leads birding tours across western North America through his company,
Paradise Birding, and he coordinates bird surveys for various
agencies and organizations from his home base in Central
Oregon. Steve co-founded the East Cascades Bird Conservancy
and served as its first President. He also co-founded the Oregon
Birding Trails program and coordinated its flagship project, the
Oregon Cascades Birding Trail.

El Cielo To Be Topic of January 2008
Austin Butterfly Forum Meeting

Several members of Travis Audubon Society will take part in a program about last November’s El Cielo Butterfly Festival in southern
Tamaulipas at the next meeting of the Austin Butterfly Forum on
January 28 at 7 pm at Zilker Botanical Garden Center, 2200 Barton
Springs Road. Travis Audubon birders have been going to this area
to observe its spectacular birds for many years, but this fall’s trip
concentrated on butterflies. Festival participants, Dan Hardy, Mariana Hobbs, Peggy Murphy, Mary Helen Quinn, Roxie Rochat, Jack
Smith, Miriam and Robert Vaughn, will collaborate on a presentation
about the outstanding butterflies and caterpillars seen, a discussion of
the El Cielo Biosphere Reserve, and its plants, birds, and wildlife.

Additional Butterfly Festival in El Cielo Set for March

Because of many requests, Sonia Ortiz, of MexBirds, has just announced that an additional trip similar to last fall’s El Cielo Butterfly Festival based in Ciudad Mante, Tamaulipas, Mexico has been
scheduled for March 8 to 12, 2008. Cost is $720 for a single participant and $800 for a double. For an itinerary, please see the upcoming
events section of the web site, www.mexbirds.com. Another good
source for information on the area can be found at www.elcielobiosphere.org.
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

Notes from Chaetura Canyon

D

ecember 28 marked the first anniversary of Chaetura
Canyon becoming a Travis Audubon Society Sanctuary.
Our sincere thanks go to all of the workshop participants,
guests, visitors, contributors, “Dinner with the Swifts”
attendees, and especially our fellow Management Committee
members (Ann Connell, Anne Donovan and John Kelly) who
gave so generously of their time, energy and financial support
during the inaugural year. You have helped set a high standard
for the future of this unique Sanctuary. To everyone else - please consider visiting the Canyon this year and discover
which aspect of this site captures your imagination. Check
the TAS calendar for future workshops, stewardship days,
opportunities to add to your native plant collection or Second
Saturday Swift Watches (starting in April) when we just sit on
the deck in the evening and observe the Chimney Swifts and
other local bird life.
Speaking of Chimney Swifts, (as we always do), we are often
asked why we spend so much time striving to conserve such
a “common species”. Our response, beginning in the 1980s,
centered on the fact that swifts are beneficial because they
eat small flying insect pests including mosquitoes, gnats,
flies, termites, etc. Our efforts were primarily a one-on-one
educational effort until Breeding
Bird Surveys began to indicate
that Chimney Swift numbers had
decreased by 48% since the 1960s
and the decline was continuing.
Over the past two years the
Committee on the Status of
Endangered Wildlife in Canada
(COSEWIC) compiled a nationwide report on the species for the
Canadian Wildlife Service. Banding
data compiled at Chaetura Canyon
as well as recorded observations
of the birds’ behavior and use of
alternative nesting structures on
the Sanctuary over the past twenty
years played a major role in the
substance and outcome

The Castle at Chaetura Canyon.
Photo courtesy of Georgean and Paul Kyle.

Business Members
Travis Audubon is delighted to
recognize its Business Members:
Capital Printing Co.
Jeff Baker Stanberry Realtors
Mundy & Singley, LLP
Powell, Ebert & Smolik, PC
To learn about the benefits of supporting Travis Audubon as a Business Member,
please go to www.travisaudubon.org and click on Business Members, or contact
Travis Audubon at 512.300.BIRD (2473).
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of the report. Recommendations of the report include listing
swifts as “threatened” in all provinces of Canada where these
swifts breed. This summer Chimney Swifts were formally listed
as an Endangered Species in Nova Scotia, Canada. So, now our
response to the questions about the value of swift conservation
includes the fact that they are no longer a “common species”.
The summer skies would be unnaturally quiet without the
exuberant chippering of these aerial insectivores. With the future
of Chimney Swifts now in serious doubt on the northern edge of
their breeding range, one of our main goals at Chaetura Canyon
will be to continue extensive conservation efforts on behalf of
this remarkable species by introducing the Sanctuary visitors to
their unique lifestyle and how each of us can participate in their
conservation. We hope to see you at Chaetura Canyon in 2008!
Georgean and Paul Kyle, Sanctuary Stewards

Chimney Swift Tower Workshop
at Chaetura Canyon

Chimney Swifts are now listed as an endangered species in Nova
Scotia, and the future for these aerial insectivores is also uncertain
in the remainder of their breeding range. Georgean and Paul Kyle
will conduct a workshop on building and maintaining new habitat
for this declining species on Sunday, March 9th, from 1-4 pm.
The workshop will begin with an introduction to Chimney Swifts
that includes a slide presentation and video highlights from a
typical nesting season. Participants will then construct an actual
Chimney Swift Tower. After the project is completed, participants
will take a one-mile walking tour of the Chaetura Canyon Bird
Sanctuary. There are currently sixteen Chimney Swift towers on
the property that demonstrate a variety of designs and materials.
One of the towers will be opened, and the class will be shown
how to evaluate the nesting productivity of last year’s season.
Refreshments will be served on the deck overlooking the Canyon
following the tour.
Chaetura Canyon has been the epicenter for Chimney Swift
conservation and research world-wide for more than twenty years.
Master Naturalists and property owners with wildlife exemptions
may find this workshop useful in their conservation efforts.
Chimney Swift Towers also make great Eagle Scout projects, so
Scout Masters, Eagle candidates and their parents should consider
taking advantage of this unique opportunity.
Registration is limited to ten builders (16 years of age and
older). The cost of this workshop is $35 for TAS members and
$45 for non-members. The fee includes a copy of the Kyle’s book
Chimney Swift Towers: New Habitat for America’s Mysterious
Birds. For more information or to sign up for the workshop,
please contact Anne Donovan at 472-3030 or email her at
ajdonovan(at)austin.rr.com.
For a preview of the walking tour, visit www.ChimneySwifts.org
and click on the “Chaetura Canyon Bird Sanctuary” link.
S I G N A L S M O K E / January/February 2008
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TAS Volunteers Make it Happen

t is with much gratitude that I honor the volunteers of 2007. We are fortunate to have a membership that gives endless hours of
time to ensure the continued effectiveness of TAS. I am honored to have worked with so many who are so willing to give so
much. If you know any of these folks, please take the time to personally thank them. I wish I could give back even a fraction of
what these folks have given to Travis Audubon Society.

Please forgive me if I have left your name off of this list. I hope I have captured everyone but with so many willing volunteers I am
sure I have missed a few. Our Committee Chair folks also provide hours of their time to maintain, develop and grow the work of
the committees. Make sure you remember them on your thank-you list!
Nancy Manning
Administrative Assistance:
Sam Fason
Youth Birding Camp
Jane Tillman
Frances Cerbins
Bill Reiner
Andy
and
Julia
Balinsky
Nan Bracker
Nancy Hall
Chris Masey
Anne
Donovan
Laura Warren
Jacque Austin
Kelly Logan
Barbara
Anderson
Ann Gardner
Ethel Kutac
Doran Bradberry
Diana
Digges
Barbara Anderson
Freda Koeninger
Anne Donovan
Martha
Renfroe
Marcie Sims
Michale Portman
Theresa
Bayoud
Elizabeth (Betty) Hendrix
Software/Website Miracle Workers:
Julie and Andy Balinsky
“Little”
Sam
Fason
Sylvia Garcia
Paul Wheeler
Barbara Anderson
Laurie
Foss
Jeanette Swenson
Karen Marks
Kay Taebel
Anton
Gabrielson
Elaine Rushings
Nichole Been
Sheila
Hargis
Maydelle Fason
Heavy Lifting
Ann McMaster
Jim
Hargrove
Carol Walton
John Kelly
Jackie Austin
Julia
Heskett
Laura Lefler
Trent Miller
Jean Martin
Jesse
Huth
Jim & Karol deVries
Cindy Sperry
Marsha
May
Carrie Wright
Kyle Torneten
Wildlife Expo
Claude Morris
Terri Siegenthaler
Tammy and Kevin Foy
Courtney Seals
Anton Gabrielson
Holiday Party Helpers/Cooks/
John Kelly
Austin Walker
Nancy Cochran
Decorators
Ann Gardner
Christian Walker
Sarah Garry
Trent Miller
David Wiedenfeld
Jean Martin
Meta Hunt
Donna Brasher
December Phone Bank
Kyle Torneten
Anne Donovan
Jean Martin
Karen Marks
Stan VanSandt
John Donovan
Liz Wells
Marsha May
Nancy Anderson
Nell Martin
Nain Yepez
Green City Festival
Julia and Andy Balinsky
Tess Sherman
Karol deVries
Sheila Hargis
Claire Carter
Michael Portman
Virginia Rose
Laurie Foss
Barbara Baggett
Valarie Bristol
Jane Tillman
TAS WISH LIST
Laurie Foss
Andy and Julia Balinsky
The TAS office is in need of a multi-task color printer.
Terri Siegenthaler

It is very costly to have our color items printed
professionally. Additionally, we cannot print multiple
envelopes in the office nor do we have our own fax
machine. So, our wish is that someone might have a New
Year’s Resolution that would include providing a new
multi-task color printer for TAS!

HybridRealtor@Stanberry.com

Jeﬀ Baker, REALTOR ®, Birder
Cell: (512) 619-7421
Fax: (512) 371-9952
4000 Duval St. Austin TX 78751

SEARCH AREA LISTINGS @

jeﬀbaker.stanberry.com
Also check out:
bakerproperties.biz & jeﬀbakerart.biz

Environment & Client Friendly
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Annual Meeting &
Board Member Election
Our annual business meeting will be held March 20,
2008. At the meeting, current TAS members will vote
on a slate of candidates for the Board of Directors.
The new term will begin on April 10, 2008. The entire
slate, along with brief biographical information, will
be published in the March/April Signal Smoke. If you
would like the information sooner, it will be available
on our website by February 1. If you don’t have internet
access but would like the information before the March/
April Signal Smoke, call Shelia Hargis at 291-1861.
Make sure your membership is current so you can vote
in this election and have a voice in the governance of
Travis Audubon Society.
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

Baker Sanctuary News

A

s I mentioned in my last column, the Baker Sanctuary
is participating in the City of Austin sponsored project
in northwestern Travis County to begin delineating the
groundwater flowpaths and recharge area of Wheless Spring,
on the LCRA Wheless Tract. The Baker and Audubon Springs
on the Sanctuary were two of seventeen sites chosen to monitor
likely flowpaths from three injection sites. Rhodamine WT
dye was flushed into a karst feature on the Wheless Tract and
was detected in the Audubon Springs in the first set of samples
collected on August 28, 2007, five days after injection. However
no dye was detected in the water samples or charcoal packs
placed at the Baker Springs. The distance from the previously
mentioned injection site to the Audubon Springs is over 400
meters, giving a minimum groundwater velocity of over three
meters/hour. The flow at the spring was about 1 liter/minutes
when the project started and by mid-September flow was almost
imperceptible. However, the Rhodamine WT peak at this site was
very strong. Analysis ranges between zero and 1,000 intensity
units and the Rhodamine WT peak at the Audubon Springs was
over 500 intensity units. The implication of this strong peak,
measured so soon after injection, is that the dye was carried to
the water table by the 6,000 gallons of flush water, and the flush
water created enough gradient in that location to push the dye
to the nearby spring. In a second set of samples, Rhodamine
WT had a strong peak in the charcoal packet and the dye was
measured in the water sample at a concentration of 36.4 ppb. In
the third set of samples, the dye had a strong peak in the charcoal

packet and was measured in the water sample at a concentration
of 24.8 ppb. (Portions of this article was taken from Pilot Project:
Hydrologic Delineation of Habitat and Management Zones for
the Jollyville Plateau Salamander in the Austin, Texas Area;
Interim Report for August-September, 2007 by Shade, O’Donnell,
Veni and Johns, September 35, 2007.)
These interim findings confirm that the Audubon Springs are
connected to karst features on the LCRA Wheless tract. In
addition, the short time it took for the dye to travel from the
injection site to the Audubon Springs indicates that the karst
structure is probably porous limestone and this research provides
an example of just how quickly ground water can be polluted by
surface contaminants.
Sanctuary Closed Reminder
The Sanctuary will reopen on February 2, 2008. Thank you all for
your patience and continued support.
Baker Sanctuary Stewardship Day
I have scheduled a Stewardship Day here at the Sanctuary for
Saturday, February 9, 2008 to begin at 8:30 am. We will line-trim
the tall grass out of the Orange and Blue Trails (South side of
Lime Creek Road) in preparation for the Golden-cheeked Warbler
season. If you are interested in helping out and can donate your
time and a gasoline powered line-trimmer, please meet us at the
Parking Lot at 12221 Lime Creek Road that morning.
John Wilcox, TAS-Baker Sanctuary Steward

S

New Kiosk on Lady Bird Lake displays Bird Information

hawn Migot emailed me on September 23, 2005 and in
his email he said “I would like to work with the audubon
society for my eagle scout project. I would really like
to work with something to help out birds in central Texas. Is
there something we can work out for an eagle project for the
audubon society?” I eagerly responded, and Shawn’s project
became a kiosk containing bird information along the hike and
bike trail on Lady Bird Lake. There were many requirements
that had to be met before the City of Austin would approve the
kiosk. Shawn worked diligently to meet every one of them, and
the kiosk was installed during the summer of 2007. The first of
six different posters was installed in November.
The kiosk is located on the north side of the lake between
Lamar Blvd. and South 1st St., near the footbridge. So next time
you are on the trail, check it out!
Many thanks to Shawn for his dedication to helping the birds
of Central Texas! And thanks go out to Andy Balinsky and
Jim DeVries for use of their artwork on the posters and to Tess
Sherman for the design work.
Shelia Hargis
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

Photo Credit: Laurie Foss
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TAS Events - Jan 2008
Friday, January 4 Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge Christmas Bird Count
6am - 5:30 pm Explore the wilds of the Balcones Canyonlands NWR. Improve your birding skills, especially sparrow identification skills (for 10 years this count has held the national high for Field Sparrows, and other sparrows aren’t
far behind). Expect the unexpected; last year the Count recorded the first Varied Thrush ever found in Central
Texas. For more information: John Kelly at jfkellyaustin53(at)hotmail.com or Chuck Sexton at 339-9432,
extension 30.
January 5, 2008

No Field Trip

There is still time to participate in a Christmas Bird Count if you haven’t yet. Don’t miss out on this opportunity to bird with some new folks. Check the TAS website to find a CBC to participate in.

Saturday, January 12 Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend
7 am and 4:00 pm Contact Eric Carpenter at ecarpe(at)gmail.com for more information. Sponsored monthly by the Hornsby Bend
Bird Observatory.
Saturday, January 19 Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend
7:30 am to Noon Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend, led by Kirsti Harms. Austin’s premier birding site. No registration
required. Contact fieldtrips(at)travisaudubon.org for more information. More information and directions to the
site can be found online.
Saturday, January 26th Commons Ford Ranch Park with Ed Fair
7:30 – noon Come bird one of the most diverse parks in the Austin Park system. Located on Commons Ford Rd. just west
(7:00 to look for owls) of Bee Caves off Cuernavaca, the park list contains over 170 species. The park has a winter list of 106 species
including 14 sparrow species. Some of the more interesting winter species found in the park in winter include
Zone-tailed Hawk, Red-naped Sapsucker, Sprague’s Pipit, Sedge Wren, Merlin and Green Kingfisher. Commons Ford always presents the opportunity for an unusual species or two. Extensive walking on mostly level
ground but accommodations can be made for those who do not want to walk as far. There are opportunities to
bushwhack for sparrows so dress accordingly. Registration required/limited to twelve participants. To confirm
your participation or for more information contact Ed Fair ezflaw(at)sbcglobal.net or call 512-560-1943.
Ecological Literacy Days If you’d like to help Hornsby Bend, then come out for the Ecological Literacy days. These are held on the last
at Hornsby Bend Saturday of every month. In January, the day will be on the 26th. In February, it’ll be the 23rd.
Ecological Literacy days are intended primarily to help maintain the facility for birding and to show the Hornsby Bend staff that birders really do want to contribute. We want to be sure that the staff supports continued
birding. For January and February we plan mostly light work, such as clearing the gardens. Show up at the
Center for Environmental Research building at 9am. Wear work clothes and dress for the weather (a workday
will be cancelled if the weather’s bad). Bring water and snacks. After three or so hours of work, Kevin Anderson will talk about some ecological aspect of the Hornsby Bend area. Free pizza will be available! For more
information: John Kelly, jfkellyaustin53(at)hotmail.com, or Kevin Anderson, 972-1960.

The Field Trips Committee has a new email address - please feel free to use it.
It is fieldtrips(at)travisaudubon.org.
About TAS Field Trips All TAS field trips are open to members and nonmembers and to experienced and inexperienced birders. Wear appropriate clothing and walking shoes, and bring binoculars and water. Unless otherwise noted, field trips are free. For complete, up-to-date information
on field trips, including cancellations due to weather or other circumstances, please check the TAS website at www.travisaudubon.org. Because of
the publication schedule of the newsletter, things can change. If you do not have Internet access, please contact the person(s) listed with the event
description.

About Hornsby Bend Maps and other information about the Hornsby Bend facility may be found on the Hornsby Bend website at www.
hornsbybend.org
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TAS Events - Feb 2008
Friday, February 1 through Choke Canyon Birding Festival at Three Rivers led by Gary Waggerman
Sunday, February 3 Registration required. Pre-festival birding at La Copita Ranch, Jim Wells County, to include: Guided
Pre-Festival on Jan. 31 birding on ranch Thursday afternoon (January 31) and Friday morning, steak dinner with all the trimmings, Thursday night. Overnight in the ranch bunkhouse and breakfast at the ranch Friday morning.
The Callahan Unit of Choke Canyon State Park will be the Festival Headquarters. Registration is from
1-4 pm. Friday, February 1. Registration fee is $30 and includes Friday night reception, coffee and
rolls each morning, guided birding trips to local areas Saturday morning and afternoon, a sack lunch
on Saturday and BBQ dinner that night. There will be a field trip on Sunday morning to a private
ranch on the river. For more information contact Gary Waggerman at fieldtrips(at)travisaudubon.org
Saturday, February 9 Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend
7 am & 4 pm Contact Eric Carpenter at ecarpe(at)gmail.com for more information. Sponsored monthly by the Hornsby Bend
Bird Observatory.

Saturday, February 16 Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend
7:30 am to Noon Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend, led by Mikael Behrens. Austin’s premier birding site. No registration required. Contact fieldtrips(at)travisaudubon.org for more information. More information and
directions to the site can be found online.
Saturday, February 23 Cherry Springs Ranch led by Laurie Foss
7:30 am to Noon Cherry Springs Ranch, which straddles Burnet and Blanco Counties in Spicewood, is over 1000 acres
in size and has been owned by the same family since 1958. Bill and Ann Edwards have hosted several
birding events there, including Breeding Bird Surveys and field trips. We’ll be looking for sparrows
primarily, but the habitat is so varied that there’s no limit on what we’ll find. The cattle have been off
of the property for three years now and the grasses are in excellent condition. We’ll meet up to carpool
to the ranch, so please let me know if you’re coming so we can arrange the meet-up point. Contact
Laurie Foss at fieldtrips(at)travisaudubon.org for more information.
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Mark your calendars now for March 15, 2008 for a TAS book sale,
featuring music, munchies and treasures galore. More details in
our next issue!

TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY NATURE BOOK CLUB

W

e invite you to join the Travis Audubon Society Nature Book Club, which is usually held the 4th
Thursday of every month at 7:00 pm at BookPeople ( at 6th and Lamar, thank you BookPeople!). The
group is informal and fun, and you can choose to go to all the meetings and discuss all the books, or you
can pick and choose the meetings featuring books you would like to discuss. You do not have to have read the book
to attend. In the coming months we’re reading:
January 2008 - No book club meeting, we’re on vacation!
Thursday, February 28 2008 - Bird-by-Bird Gardening by Sally Roth (2006).
“With Bird-by-Bird Gardening, you’ll discover how to attract your favorite species year after year by planting and
feeding their favorite natural foods and by providing shelter, cover, and nesting plants. Discover how to use nature
and natural habitats to create a yard that feels safe and welcoming to your preferred birds.”

This selection is tentative! Before you commit to reading a book for a particular month, you may want to call Terry Banks at 4516302 or e-mail tessiembanks(at)msn.com to find out if the book is still current.

TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY
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TAS Supporters!!
We thank these person and groups who generously made
recent contributions to Travis Audubon Society (as of
press time):
Speaker Honorarium
2007 Annual Appeal
Barton Hills Garden Club
Ann Benedict
Highland Lakes Birding &
Mrs. Dow Chapman
Wildflower Society
John Cise
Elisa McCrimmon
Karol & Jim deVries
Olive Forbes
Youth Birding Camp Scholarships
Nancy Goodman
Sandra Hendrix
George Holmgreen
Louise Joy
William Kopplin
Angelic Winters
Pamela Lee
Sherry Mason
Painted Bunting Membership
Elizabeth Maxim
Julia & Andy Balinsky
Dale Murrell
Nora Jewett
Michael Paclik
Larry Ringstaff
Diana Phillips
Barbara Vinson
Laine Pickrel
Neal Prince
Vireo Membership
William Saul
Joseph Acosta
Eleanor Sellstrom
Corde Hanzlik
Nadia Wills
Elizabeth Linker
Nancy Wilson
Kenneth Manning
Paula Wright
Joan Pratt
Audubon Adventure Kits
Warbler Membership
Marsha May
Tracy Holmes
Ray Toburen
Baker Sanctuary
Karen D. Ray

Life Membership
Donna Brasher

Chaetura Canyon
Steven C. Damuth
Shannon Davies

In Memory of Robert Pfertner
Frances Pfertner

General
Frank Botte
Mrs. A.E. Buck, Jr.
Suzanne Napier

In Memory of Mildred Ray
Glen Krueger

Holiday party generosity many thanks for a great event!
Our Underwriters

Shield Ranch and Architerra

Our Donors

Jeff Mundy
H.E.B.
Meta Hunt & Trent Miller
Carol Walton Expeditions
Nell Martin
Julia Balinsky
Donna Thomas
Robin Doughty
Ken Bushong - Buck Moore Pets
Driftwood Vineyards
David Busch
UT Press
Austin Symphony
Paul and Georgean Kyle
Dart Bowl
John & Jacy Donovan
Texas Rowing Center
Texas Hills Vineyard
Zachary Scott Theater
Habitat Suites
Anne and John Donovan
Chris Jones
“Little” Sam Fason
Nancy Moore & Anne
Donovan
Victor Emanuel
Winnie Burkett
Anna Faye Peterson
Alamo Inn
El Canelo Ranch

Austin and Christian Walker
Whole Foods
REI
Austin Playhouse
Eastside Cafe
Uchi
Brown Distributing
Spec’s Liquor, Wines, & Deli

Ongoing TAS Meetings
Education Committee: meets on the 1st Monday of each month, contact: Byron Stone, 970-5154
Program Committee: meets on the 2nd Monday of each month, contact: Ann Gardner, anngardner(at)hotmail.com
TAS Board of Directors: meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month (except for December), contact: Marsha May, 300-BIRD
Urban Habitat Development Group: meets on the 3rd Monday of each month, contact: Jane Tillman, 794-0058
TAS Regular Monthly Meeting: meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month except for June, July & August
Bird Records Committee: meets on the 4th Thursday of the month, contact: Ethel Kutac, 346-7659
TAS Nature Book Club Meeting: the 4th Thursday of the month at 7:00 pm at BookPeople, contact: tessiembanks(at)msn.com
Latin America Committee Meeting: To be announced
14
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Education Committee classes
Waterfowl Identification Class

Begin the new year by learning how to identify those ducks! If
you’ve been walking around Town Lake and wondering what
kind of ducks you see, this class will provide you with answers.
Travis Audubon Society is pleased to announce that Jean Martin
will again teach the Waterfowl Identification Class. Jean also
teaches the Beginning Birding Class, and has eighteen years’
birding experience. This course will focus on ducks, grebes,
geese and other waterfowl found in Texas, especially during the
winter months. It is well suited for birders who have completed
the Beginning Birding Class or for those who have ignored ducks
because “all those females look alike.”
Classes will be held on three Saturdays – Jan. 19, Feb. 2, and Feb.
16. Classroom presentations will be held first, and after a break,
will be followed by the field trips. The first two classes (Jan. 19
and Feb. 2) will begin at 8 am and conclude about 2 pm. The final
trip will begin about noon and conclude about 6 pm.
Classroom presentations will be held at the Center for
Environmental Research auditorium, at Hornsby Bend. The
first field trip will be held at Hornsby Bend, the second one
at other area lakes and ponds, and the third one will be held
further from Austin. Participation in field trips is considered
part of the class and details about the trips will be announced at
class time. Plan to bring a lunch to all classes. Tuition is $45 for
Travis Audubon Society members and $60 for nonmembers. The
class will be limited to fourteen participants. To register, e-mail
waterfowlclass(at)austin.rr.com, or call Jean Martin at 343-7053.

Beginning Birding Classes

If you enjoy seeing birds in your yard and want to learn to identify
them, or if you’ve been looking for a new nature-oriented hobby,
perhaps a birding class is just what you need to begin the new year
right. Once again TAS will sponsor both a daytime and an evening
series of classes for beginning birders. Participants may register
for either series, and each will include four lecture/slide sessions
and four field trips. Because field trips provide the opportunity
to put into practice the skills taught in the classroom, we strongly
encourage registrants to make a commitment to attend the field
trips as well as the lectures.
Jean Martin is beginning her 9th year teaching the classes, which
are designed to provide new birders with the techniques and skills
to help them identify unfamiliar birds. Participants will receive a
beginning birding booklet, plus many other handouts. Among the
topics to be discussed are choosing binoculars and field guides,
identification tips, bird biology, and migration.
The lecture/slide presentations will be held at a location in
northwest Austin. Field trips will be taken to various locations in
Travis and nearby counties later in the same week as the classes.
Trips begin early in the morning and end between noon and 2 pm.
Schedule for the Tuesday Afternoon Class
Lecture/slide presentations will be held from 1-3:30 pm on Feb.
26, Mar. 11, Mar. 25, and Apr. 8. Field trips will be on Thursdays
beginning about 7 am. The first two field trips will end about noon
and the last two will end about 2 pm; the dates are Feb. 28, Mar.
13, Mar. 27, and Apr. 10.
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

Schedule for the Thursday Evening Class
Lecture/slide presentations will be held from 7-9:30 pm on
Feb. 28, Mar. 13, Mar. 27, and Apr. 10. Field trips will be on
Saturdays beginning about 7 am. The first two field trips will
end about noon and the last two will end about 2 pm; the dates
are Mar. 1, Mar. 15, Mar. 29, and Apr. 12.
The class fee is $55, and class size is limited, so register early,
especially for the evening class, which always fills quickly.
To register, send e-mail to Jean Martin at begbird(at)austin.
rr.com or phone her at 343-7053. Be sure to specify whether
you want to attend the class with the Tuesday afternoon lectures
and Thursday field trips or the class with the Thursday evening
lectures and Saturday field trips.

Sparrow Identification Class “Spring” 2008
Dates are pending - be sure to check
www.travisaudubon.org for updates
The spring 2008 Sparrow Identification Class will be taught
again by Byron Stone. His previous classes have been wellreceived! Byron has been an avid birder and lister since the
early 1970s. He became interested in sparrows when he found
his first Fox Sparrow in a mixed winter flock near Luling
twenty-five years ago. He spent much of the intervening two
decades trying to figure out how to tell apart all those “little
brown birds.” He has traveled all parts of Texas to observe
and listen to birds and has seen all of the sparrows that occur
regularly in Texas.
Central Texas is one of the best places in North America to
study native sparrows, and all of our native sparrows are here
in good numbers in January and February. This class will help
participants take advantage of that fact. Field trips will visit a
variety of locales in the Austin area to maximize the number of
species observed and enhance the opportunity for comparative
study.
The class will focus primarily on field identification of the two
dozen members of the family Emberizidae that occur regularly
in Central Texas – everything on your checklist between Spotted
Towhee and Dark-eyed Junco. There will be four Wednesdaynight lectures, each followed by a Saturday-morning field trip.
Lectures will be from 7 to 9 pm on four separate Wednesdays
from mid-January to late February, in north-central Austin.
Details will be provided with registration. Check the TAS
website in January for specific class dates.
This is a good class for people who already have some birding
experience but want to refine their approach to the identification
of sparrows, including subspecies. Byron also says it is a good
class for “people who don’t mind tromping through some grass.”
Sturdy footwear is strongly recommended! Tuition is $75 for
TAS members and $90 for nonmembers. Contact Byron Stone,
drbirdie(at)aol.com or 451-3380 to register for the class or for
more information. The class is limited to twelve participants.
S I G N A L S M O K E / January/February 2008
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Dated Material - DO NOT DELAY

Visit the TAS Web site:
www.travisaudubon.org

Travis Audubon Society

J

oin your local Audubon chapter, Travis Audubon Society,
by using the form at the right. Your dues will be put to use
supporting local conservation, education, research projects,
ﬁeld trips, and other Travis Audubon activities right here in
Central Texas. We seek your support through your membership in our local chapter. (To become a member of the national
Audubon, please go to their Web site at www.audubon.org.)

Join Travis Audubon now and support
local birds, wildlife, and their habitats.
Travis Audubon Society chapter members receive six issues
of this Signal Smoke newsletter, priority sign-ups on local ﬁeld
trips, discounts on our educational classes, the opportunity
to participate in our e-mail group and attend our wonderful
monthly lectures, and more!

To join Travis Audubon Society:

Make your check payable to Travis Audubon Society and
send it with this form to TAS Membership Secretary, P. O. Box
40787, Austin, TX 78704, or join on-line using any major
credit card by going to www.travisaudubon.org and clicking
on Membership.
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YES! I want to enjoy the beneﬁts of Travis Audubon
Society chapter membership. Enroll me as a member of
Travis Audubon Society. Enclosed is my check for:





$12
$25
$35
$75

 $100
 $250
 $1,000

Youth Membership (up to age 18)
Individual Membership
Family Membership
Painted Bunting Membership (bonus Travis
Audubon T-shirt)
Vireo Membership (bonus T-shirt and book)
Warbler Membership (bonus T-shirt, book, and
free workshop)
Lifetime Membership (bonus T-shirt, book,
free workshop, and listing in annual report)

T-shirt size (for premium memberships) __________________
 This is a gift membership from ________________________

Name _______________________________ Phone ________________
Address _____________________________________________________
City ____________________________ State _____ Zip _____________
Email ______________________________________________________
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