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SIGNAL  Smoke
The Newsletter of Travis Audubon Society

TAS Monthly Meetings

d

No monthly meeting 
in June, July, or August. 

See you in September.

d

Baker Sanctuary Updates
TAS finalized and adopted a strategic plan in February of 2009 with four strategic goals. 

(You can download the entire strategic plan at www.travisaudubon.org/about.html). 
One of the objectives of the Habitat Protection and Preservation Goal is to deliver 

a consistent message to the neighbors of the Balcones Canyonlands Preserve and Baker 
Sanctuary about the history and purpose of the preserve and the need for conservation and 
protection of wildlife habitat. To that end, on March 24, 2009, Kevin Connally, Senior Natural 
Resource Specialist, John Wilcox, past Baker Sanctuary Steward and Nancy Manning, TAS 
Executive Director made a presentation to the Deer Creek Ranch Home Owner’s Association 
members. Deer Creek Elementary School donated their cafeteria space for the presentation. 
Approximately 35 homeowners attended as did two employees of Plateau Property 
Management Company. 

The audience was very engaged and enthusiastic. We were invited to continue to provide 
the same presentation to a wider audience and to write an article for the Deer Creek Ranch 
Newsletter. Many in the audience expressed interest in attending Baker Open House in April.

Baker Open House – April, 2009
This year brought some exciting changes to Baker 
Open House. Our neighbors from Deer Creek Ranch 
made good on their promise to attend the Open House 
and many brought their children. Spider Joe delighted 
both children and adults with his up close and 
personal display of bugs and spiders. Anne Donovan, 
Barbara Anderson and Martha Renfroe taught children 
to identify birds and use binoculars and to make pine 
cone bird feeders. The Native Plant Society brought 
an extensive native plant display and a children’s 
activity. This activity involved using wet recycled 
paper to pour into a butterfly mold and then adding 
native plant seeds. Once the mold dries it can be 
“planted.” Our exceptional tour guides (Shelia Hargis, 
Bill Reiner, Mikael Behrens, Chris Masey, Spider Joe, 
and Paul Breaux) led many of our visitors to their first 
ever glimpse of a Golden-cheeked Warbler.  

We thank all of these folks, and our wonderful past 
stewards, John and Marcie Wilcox, for making Baker 
Open House a success.

Sanctuary Steward Position
TAS welcomes Mike Powers as the interim Baker Sanctuary Steward. Mike is past steward at 
Wild Basin.
        Nancy Manning

Spider Joe Lapp at the Baker Open House
Photo credit: Nancy Manning
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COMMITTEE AND SUBCOMMITTEE CHAIRS

ABOUT SIGNAL SMOKE

Mission Statement
Travis Audubon Society promotes the enjoyment, understanding, and 

conservation of native birds and their habitats.

From the TAS President

 TAS Rare Bird Alert Eric Carpenter 300-2473
   select option #3
 Advocacy Jeff Mundy 334-4300
 Bird Records Lawrence Buford 452-6344
  Ethel Kutac 346-7659
 Habitat Conservation Valarie Bristol 300-BIRD
 Education Byron Stone 970-5154  
 Field Trips Stan VanSandt 300-BIRD
  Terry Banks 300-BIRD
  Hornsby Bend Priscilla Murr 477-6192
 Hospitality Susan Moak 925-4590
 Latin America Bob Warneke 300-BIRD
 Fundraising/Membership/Volunteer Nancy Manning 300-BIRD 
 Programs Ann Gardner 306-0737
 Property and Finance Kelly Logan 320-8000
 Publications Tess Sherman 300-2473
 Sanctuary Chair Terri Siegenthaler 263-2237
 Youth Education Julia Balinsky 926-7312 
 Urban Habitat  Jane Tillman 794-0058
 

Travis Audubon Society
General Address

3710 Cedar Street, Box 5
Austin, TX. 78705

Phone numbers listed below without 
an area code are local numbers in the 

512 area. 

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
2009-2010

President
 Valarie Bristol 300-BIRD
Vice President
 Chris Masey 300-BIRD
Treasurer
 Sam Burnes
Secretary
 Claude Morris 300-BIRD 
Directors
 Robin Doughty
 Bill Edwards
 Ann Gardner
 Shelia Hargis
 Clif Ladd 
 Kelly Logan
 Marsha May
 Jeff Mundy

Executive Director
 Nancy Manning 300-BIRD  

Administrative Assistant/
Volunteer Coordinator 
 Jocelyn Taijeron 300-BIRD

INTERIM BAKER SANCTUARY STEWARD
Mike Powers 300-BIRD

CHAETURA CANYON SANCTAURY 
STEWARDS

    Georgean & Paul Kyle       266-3861

ACT REPRESENTATIVES
Tony Wood (interim state president)  
  210 408-1284
Bryan Hale (state treasurer) 474-5599

SigNAl Smoke EDITOR
Tess Sherman 300-BIRD

TAS TELEPHONE 
The office number is 512-300-BIRD 
(2473). To leave a message for Board 
President Valarie Bristol, press 1. To 

report sightings of rare or unusual birds 
in Central Texas, press 3. To ask a bird-

related question, press 4. 
TAS WEB SITE

www.travisaudubon.org
TAS EMAIL

info@travisaudubon.org
Signal Smoke (ISSN 1931-9282)

Subscription Information
Signal Smoke (ISSN 1931-9282), was pub-
lished 11 times yearly through Volume 56, 
No.4, and beginning with Volume 56, No.5, 
is published 6 times yearly. Subscription is 
a TAS mem   ber ship bene fit. To join, use the 
form on the back page of this issue or go to 
www.travisaudubon.org for an online form. 
For address or subscription changes, please 
call 512.300.BIRD (2473) or e-mail info@tra-
visaudubon.org. The USPS does not forward 
Signal Smoke. Copyright © 2009. No part of 
this publication may be reproduced 

Newsletter Deadline
The submissions deadline is the first day of the 
month preceding the first month of publication 
(for example, June 1 for the July/August issue).
Sub mit uncopyright ed arti cles,  an nounce    ments, 
and art to Tess Sherman, tsherman1@austin.
rr.com; or mail to 210 E. Walnut Dr., Austin, 
TX 78753. Sub mis sions by e  mail or on a CD 
are pre ferred but not re quired. Call Tess at 300-
BIRD if you have questions.

without permission in writing from Travis 
Audubon Society.

Thank you Travis Audubon members for selecting me as 
your President for 2009 – 2010. Along with our great 
Board I look forward to leading Travis Audubon to 

expand our conservation, education and birding advocacy in the 
community.

I whistle one sound every morning to remind me of the challenges 
ahead. The clear sound of the Northern Bobwhite Quail used to be 
a familiar companion to me growing up in East Texas and to many 
of you throughout Texas. This common bird is in serious decline 
and the silence is a warning signal to us for vigilance about our 
natural environment.

Every member of Travis Audubon has a role to play and I look 
forward to an exciting year working with each of you for birds, 
birding and conservation.

Valarie Bristol

Signal Smoke is printed  
on recycled paper with soy ink.
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Bird News - Local & National
Some Spring Field Trips - 2009 

Spring started with a bang on Tuesday, March 17 at 
Turkey Creek in Emma Long Park. Almost forty people 
showed up to try to spot our local specialty, the Golden-

cheeked Warbler, and amazingly not a single participant went 
away disappointed. This endangered songbird is not usually 
so cooperative! The Two-hour Tuesday walks continued 
weekly at various locations around town, and though the best 
migrant fallouts never seemed to happen on that day of the 
week, every walk produced several memorable sightings, and 
often a life bird or two for some. Roy Guerrero Park gifted us 
with beautiful views of a female Ringed Kingfisher, and St. 
Edwards Park provided the first Red-eyed Vireos, Summer 
Tanagers and Swainson’s Hawks of the season (as well as more 
close encounters with Golden-cheeks). The primary highlights 
of Richard Moya Park were Bluebirds, Tanagers and Great-
crested Flycatchers, and Webberville treated us to an Orchard 
Oriole and a Red-shouldered Hawk feeding a baby on its nest. 
Riata Pond served up a number of good birds, including Bank 
Swallow, Dickcissel, and Northern Waterthrush. Each week, in 
fact, revealed new birds, migrants passing through or coming 
home to Texas to nest, and it was a joy to see the season unfold 
on a weekly basis in the company of the regulars and newcomers 
alike. Special thanks go out to Ken, Terry, Eric, Stu, and Jean 
for leading sub-groups when the birders began to outnumber the 
birds, as well as all the good birders who shared their skills and 
knowledge with the rest of us.
 
Several longer excursions were provided for adventurous birders, 
including a trip to San Antonio led by Barry Lyon and Eric 
Brierley, an East Texas trip guided by Eric Stager, and a weekend 

in Junction, Texas led by Gael and Leslie Simons - all fabulous 
birding experiences by all reports. San Antonio provided many 
highlights including a male Lark Bunting in near-breeding 
plumage, scope views of Bell’s Vireo and Verdin, and the 
pleasure of birding with some really fine, experienced leaders. 
Barry and Eric - thanks for a great trip! Oh! Almost forgot the 
Yellow-headed Blackbirds and Ash-throated Flycatcher, again!
 
Eric Stager’s East Texas group spent two days at High Island, 
Anahuac NWR, and the Bolivar Peninsula looking for migrants, 
shorebirds, etc., and two in the Big Thicket looking for nesting 
eastern songbirds. They found the hurricane-battered Bolivar 
area somewhat slow and disappointing (I wouldn’t be too 
disappointed, myself, with Golden-winged, Bay-breasted, Cape 
May, and Blackpoll Warblers, among many others) but they 
located most of the east Texas nesters, including Red-cockaded 
Woodpecker, Bachman’s Sparrow, Swainson’s and Prairie 
Warblers, Wood Thrush, etc. If Eric does this trip again next 
year, get your name on the list early - it’s bound to be a sellout!
 
Another great birding opportunity (that I missed) was the trip 
to Junction with Gael and Leslie Simons. They were joined 
by Jackie Davis, George Kerr, Byron Stone, knowledgeable 
Junction birder Rhandi Helton and other locals. They had a 
wonderful time exploring the habitats of the western Edwards 
Plateau, relatively lush after recent rains. Among the many 
fabulous birds they spotted were Black-capped Vireo, Cassin’s 
Sparrow, Scott’s Oriole, Black Phoebe, McGillivray’s Warbler, 
and Green Kingfisher. 
 

Stan VanSandt

In Memorium
The thing about Ed Kutac..

...was that he was cool. I have been look-
ing at birds all my life. I started keeping 
a little list of birds around 1962 as a 
pre-teen. Outside of my family I knew 
no one that was a birder per se and had 
never seen one in action. Around ‘68 or 
so, when I could drive, I drove quite a 
ways to get to a Tarrant Co. Audubon Society meeting held down 
by the botanical gardens as I recall. About 15 folks were there 
and they were all very nice to me but for a guy not even twenty it 
was soooo boring and I could not wait to get out the door. I went 
back to the closet where I remained for a number of years. I was 
in my early twenties when I met Ed. I was a serious hippy and 
was frankly a case (as if anything ever changes). I do not remem-
ber exactly how I met Ed but he was a hit with me from that first 
meeting. He was the first birder that I ever met that was “cool” 
with his longish hair, beard, funky hat, the pipe, and Volkswagen 
camper. All impressed me as did his encyclopedic knowledge 
about birds and other aspects of the central Texas flora and fauna. 
Sometime not long after I met him that VW van and all of the pre-
cious items he carried around in it burned at Platt’s Ponds. Liter-

ally it burned down to nothing except 
rims and an engine block. Thus making 
it another early bit of Hornsby history. 
I do not pass that spot without recall-
ing this incident. I remained a bit aloof 
even after meeting Ed, though I would 
often see other birders, including Kin-
caid whom I knew nothing about at the 
time (who else would bird in August 
in a white shirt and tie?) Like Charles, 

I too went to the bird records committee meetings at Ed’s at 
times though later, after I finally gave into being a birder. I can 
honestly blame Ed for all of it and the continued passion.

I called Ed when he was still living at home maybe 2-2.5 years 
ago and despite his health issues, he remembered in great detail 
things that I had so long ago forgotten. In particular, a Travis 
Audubon Birdathon we were together on. We were at the old low 
water bridge below Mansfield Dam. He could still remember the 
birds we had there some 24-25 years earlier! Best of those were 
the Rock Wrens found in the rip-rap below the dam...just
one of the five wren species we had there that day. He remem-
bered this. He was an amazing person.

Brush Freeman

Join us for a celebration of Ed’s life on 
July 12, 2009 from 4:00 – 6:00 pm. at 
the Club House at Summerwood De-
velopment (8216 Summer Place Drive; 
Austin). Please bring a pot luck dish and 
come ready to share your stories about 
Ed Kutac....here’s one man’s story...
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NATURALIST’S  
CALENDAR

by Bill Reiner

photo by Robert Baumgardner 

It’s a typical stifling-hot summer afternoon, when even 
the insects sound lethargic. You’re driving a gravel 
Hill Country backroad – air-conditioning cranked to 

maximum. You’ve been flushing grasshoppers all along, 
but then you see a decidedly un-grasshopper-like flicker of 
movement at the roadside. What could possibly move so 
quickly in this heat?

If you stop the car and scan the road shoulder behind you, you 
may spot a small, slender lizard eyeing you, as if waiting for 
your next move. The lizard’s head and body together measure 
only two to four inches, but the total length is more than 
double that, when you include the long, tapered tail.

There are several kinds of lizards in central Texas, but only 
a few are often encountered on open ground in daylight. If 
your lizard is pale grayish or brownish with lighter speckles, 
it is likely a Greater Earless Lizard (Cophosaurus texanus).  
(The subspecies here is also sometimes called Texas Earless 
Lizard.) It truly has no external ear openings, but that 
probably won’t be what you first notice. A better name might 
be “zebra-tailed scorpion lizard.” The underside of the tail is 
boldly banded black and white. You won’t see this striking 
pattern if the tail is flat on the ground, but a Greater Earless 
Lizard will often arch its tail over its back as it runs, waving it 
back and forth.

It’s hard not to notice such a banner, and indeed the tail 
is probably what a predator sees. If that predator – a 
Roadrunner, for instance – grabs the tail instead of the lizard’s 
body, it might come away with nothing else.  As with many 
lizards, the Greater Earless Lizard’s tail breaks off rather 
easily, allowing the lizard itself (most of it) to get away.  
There is no blood lost, but muscles in the tail continue to 
twitch, distracting its captor for several seconds. The lizard 
will eventually grow a new tail.

Another talent of these and other lizards is the ability to alter 
their color through the day, so they are darker early and late 
to absorb more solar radiation, and lighter at midday to reflect 
the sun’s heat. The hue also varies with the background, so a 
Greater Earless Lizard on a limestone slope at noon will be 
almost ghostly pale.

Male Greater Earless Lizards sport two vertical black bars on 
each side just in front of the hind legs, projecting from a small 
patch of rich blue across the belly. These markings contrast 

sharply with the lizard’s light midday color. A female will 
lack the blue patch, and usually the vertical bars, but, when 
she is carrying eggs, her throat will turn orange and her 
sides pink. She’ll generally lay eggs once each month from 
March through August.

If, instead of spots, your lizard has several bold, light-
colored stripes running the length of its dark body, it is 
a Six-lined Racerunner (Cnemidophorus sexlineatus).  
If there are both stripes and spots – the spots scattered 
through the dark areas between the stripes – you have 
found a Texas Spotted Whiptail (Cnemidophorus gularis).  
Whiptails and racerunners are closely related, and there are 
eight more species found elsewhere in Texas, especially 
west of the Pecos River.

As the names suggest, both racerunners and whiptails 
are very quick. Their sharp vision and speed are their 
best defenses, but they also have a visual trick to avoid 
capture. They don’t possess the flashy tails of the earless 
lizards, but they do have eye-catching patterns that distract 
predators in a similar way. If you try to catch a moving 
racerunner or whiptail at midbody, you will more likely 
snag its tail, which – you guessed it – often breaks off.  
Those stripes create an effective optical illusion: the eye 
perceives that the lizard is sitting still or moving more 
slowly than it actually is. Aiming for the body, your hand 
arrives a split second too late.

Speed also helps these reptiles catch their insect prey ... 
such as the grasshoppers you’ve been blithely scattering 
away. That may be the lizard’s dinner in your grill. Now, 
don’t you feel guilty?

TAS now ‘tweeting’ 
on Twitter!

You can now find Travis Audubon on Twit-
ter at www.twitter.com/travisaudubon. 

Follow us for the latest TAS news and notes.

The following is a reprint of Bill’s column from 2002.
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THE DAN CALLAWAY 
   R E P O RTDan Callaway,

photo by Robert Baumgardner

Participants: Dottie and Ed Yturri, Terry Banks, Janene Rowan, 
Homer Cunningham, Catfish Kelly, and Dan Callaway

Target bird: Orchard Oriole (finally spotted a male about 1:30 p.m. 
near the Yturri home)

The Shifflett Ranch borders the northwest edge of Marble Falls, 
has two pecan-shaded creeks, two large ponds, and granite 
outcroppings. Birds identified were on the ranch and at the Yturri 
home in town, across the street from the ranch.

Eared Grebe, Great Blue Heron, Great Egret, Green Heron, 
Black and Turkey Vulture, Lesser Scaup, Red-tailed Hawk, 
Wild Turkey, American Coot, Mourning, White-winged, Inca, 
and Eurasian-Collared Dove, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Chimney 
Swift, Black-chinned and Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Golden-
fronted and Ladder-backed Woodpecker, Scissor-tailed, Great-
crested, and Vermilion Flycatcher, Western Kingbird,  Bell’s 

and White-eyed Vireo, Purple Martin, Barn and Cliff Swallow, 
Carolina Chickadee, Black-crested Titmouse, Verdin, Carolina 
and Bewick’s Wren, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Eastern Bluebird, 
Northern Mockingbird, Summer Tanager, Rufous-crowned 
Sparrow, Northern Cardinal, Painted Bunting, Red-winged 
Blackbird, Common and Great-tailed Grackle, Brown-headed 
Cowbird, Orchard Oriole, House Finch, Lesser Goldfinch and 
House Sparrow.

Extra birds seen in Austin were Yellow-crowned Night-Heron, 
Wood Duck, Killdeer, Rock Pigeon, Common Nighthawk, 
Northern Rough-winged Swallow, European Starling, and Blue 
Jay.

Total count for the day: 57

Best sighting: Verdin (easily seeing his yellow head and red 
shoulders, and hearing his  “pleep” notes). 

Shifflett Ranch, Marble Falls, Burnet County - 5/27/09

CONGRATUALATIONS TO OUR YOUTH BIRDING TEAM, THE TOWHEES 
13th Annual Great Texas Birding Classic Results

Category: Gliders (14-18 years of age)
          
TAS/TOS Towhees take First Place with 187 Species. To see their bird list, go to: www.gcbo.org/html/TASTowhees.pdf    
                                                     
Sponsored by Travis Audubon Society, Texas Ornithological Society.
Additionally sponsored by Wimberley Bird Society and many others.
         

Jesse Huth, Austin Walker, Christian Walker, Caleb Dye, Irene Smith. Photo courtesy of Jaci Kroupa.



as possible, and especially like to camp in the national forests in 
New Mexico, Arizona, and Colorado. 

Eric Carpenter is our go-to guy for answering bird questions 
and identifying birds! 
We forward several 
inquiries to him each 
week and he always 
replies quickly and with 
helpful answers, too! 
Eric also compiles the 
Rare Bird Alerts that 
are updated on the TAS 
website.

Q:  How long have 
you been a member of 
TAS? 
A:  I’ve been a member 
of National Audubon 
for many years (don’t 
remember when I first 
joined). I’ve been part 
of TAS since I first moved 
to Austin in 1995. 
 
Q:  How and why did you start getting into birding? 
A:  Growing up, my dad was a birdwatcher and he had been 
interested since he was a kid. My brother and I would initially 
go out birdwatching with him on Saturday or Sunday day-trips.  
I think us joining him furthered his excitement and the day-
trips soon turned into longer over-night adventures and birding 
vacations. I kept my first year-list/life-list when I was 10 and 
was impressed when I ended my first calendar year of birding 
with 133 species. 
 
Q:  What is your favorite birding/TAS event and why? 
A:  I’ve been helping out with the Big Sit at Hornsby for the 
last couple of years. During the year, I spend a lot of time on the 
property but the Big Sit is the only day where I stay in one spot 
without wandering around. By the end of the day, the number of 
species the group has seen from this spot is a great indication of 
the number and variety of birds that not only use Hornsby as a 
home/stop-over, but are in and around other urban Austin areas.
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Volunteers of the Month(s)

Photo Credit: Ed Severson

We’d like to recognize the following Volunteers of the 
Month: Shirley LaVergne and Eric Carpenter! As 
always, the dedication of our volunteers is crucial to 

Travis Audubon Society.

A member of TAS since only October 2008, Shirley volunteered 
on the Birdathon committee and did an amazing job finding our 
prizes this year!  

Q: How and why did you start getting into birding?
A: I’ve enjoyed watching birds my whole life. I remember as a 
child, climbing trees in Houston to get a closer look at the birds! 
Last year I decided to take my skill level up a few notches and 
enrolled in the TAS Intro to Birding class. Jean Martin is an 
excellent instructor, and I was so pleased with what I learned. 
Also, spending time with more experienced birders is very 
helpful. I’m so glad I joined TAS!  

Q: What is your favorite birding/TAS event and why?
A:  I think my favorite activities so far have been the wonderful 
classes offered by TAS. I’ve also taken the Waterfowl ID class, 
and am scheduled to take the Digital Photography Focus 
on Birds class and the Hummingbird ID class. I’ve enjoyed 
participating in the Christmas Bird Count, Bird-a-thon, and 
the TOS meeting. Through TAS, I’ve made many new friends, 
added dozens of birds to my life list, and am proud to be a part 
of such a wonderful organization.  
 
Q:  What else should we know about you? (other 
organizations, what you do, your hobbies, anything you want 
us to know – inquiring minds want to know!)
A:  I’m a meeting planner for a nonprofit organization, Nurse 
Oncology Education Program, providing cancer education for 
nurses in all fields of practice. I’m also a member of the Friends 
of Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge, and will be 
applying for the 2010 class for volunteer training in the Capital 
Area Chapter of the Texas Master Naturalists program. My 
boyfriend, David, and I enjoy spending as much time outdoors 

Photo Credit: Lisa Watson
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So many ways to help TAS...

Our Donors
We thank these persons and groups who generously made recent 
contributions to Travis Audubon Society (as of press time):

We gratefully acknowledge 
TogetherGreen for their generous 
grant for restoration work at Blair 
Woods, and extend our deepest 
thanks to our Individual Donors... 
Your support is critical to the 
ongoing conservation and education 
efforts of TAS.

Flock of 100
Timothy L. Stuart

Annual Appeal
Jean Nance

Unrestricted
Barbara Anderson
Jane Lowrimore
Karen Marks
E. Niemeyer

Painted Bunting
Nancy Cochran
Valerie S. Dunnam
W. Keith Lain
Sally J. Means
Wayne Rogers

Vireo
Anne Donovan
James Hicks
Clif Ladd
Ann Overall

Chaetura Canyon
Bruce Barr
Bill Edwards

Other Donations
Barbara Anderson
Sam Burnes
Craig Damuth

Business Members
Travis Audubon is delighted to 

recognize its Business Members:

Capital Printing Co.
Powell, Ebert & Smolik, PC

To learn about the benefits of supporting Travis Audubon as a 
Business Member, please go to www.travisaudubon.org and 
click on Business Members, or contact Travis Audubon at 

512.300.BIRD (2473).

Volunteer Opportunities
Help to staff our TAS membership table on July 16, 2009 
from 6:00 – 9:00 pm at the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower 
Center for Nature Nights. This night is devoted to raptors. 
If you are interested please call Jocelyn at the TAS Office: 
300-BIRD

For more volunteer opportunities, including those at 
Blair Woods, please see our volunteer web page at: www.
travisaudubon.org/Volunteers.html

BLAIR WOODS RESTORATION PROJECT
THE STORY CONTINUES
Travis Audubon Society has once again been awarded the 
TogetherGreen grant for restoration at Blair Woods. We 
will continue removing non-native plants and planting na-
tive plants. We will hire a bi-lingual coordinator to help us 
engage our Blair Woods neighbors. If you would like to be 
involved as a crew leader or volunteer, please call TAS at 
300-BIRD
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Bird-a-thon 2009 Wrap-up
2009 BIRDATHON RESULTS

Our total amount of money raised, as of press time, 
is $12,675.35! We have exceeded our goal of $12,000 
and we give a HUGE THANK YOU to all the 
Birdathon teams and participants who secured these 
pledges! The competition was fierce, but the winners 
have finally been determined!  

Golden-cheeked Warbler – Most Dollars Raised
$4,486.20 raised by Gone Pishing, Team Captains:  
Shelia Hargis and Laurie Foss

Big Day – Most Species Seen  
161 Species, The Pterodactyls, Team Captain: Jeff 
Mundy

Arctic Tern – The Most Hours Birded Consecutively
17 hours of birding by Gone Pishing, Team Captains:  
Shelia Hargis and Laurie Foss

Eskimo Curlew – Rarest Bird Seen (as judged by 
Eric Carpenter)  
Worm-eating Warbler, The Wrenegades, Team Captains: 
Stu Wilson & Richard Kaskan

Black-capped Vireo – The Most Number of Sponsors
Gone Pishing, Team Captains: Shelia Hargis and Laurie 
Foss

Eyes of Texas – Most Mockingbirds Seen 
64 Mockingbirds seen by Gone Pishing, Team Captains: 
Shelia Hargis & Laurie Foss

Jackie Arnold – Most Golden-Cheeks Seen 
It’s a three-way tie! Gone Pishing, The Pterodactyls, 
and The Right Wings (Team Captain: Dan Callaway) 
each saw one Golden-cheeked Warbler.

Fledgling – Team with the Most Birders who have 
been birding less than one year
Sporty Spotters, Team Captain: Jean Martin

Best Team Name
The Wrenegades, Team Captains: Stu Wilson & Richard 
Kaskan

Best Birdathon Story
The Legal Migrants, Team Captains: Jane Tillman & 
Byron Stone.  

Prizes will be awarded at the June 27th Birdathon 
Celebration & Volunteer Appreciation Party.  We 
hope to see you there!

We would like to thank the following 
Birdathon 2009 Donors:
Anonymous Donor
Wilma & James Anderson
Barbara Anderson  
Judith Bailey  
Laura Balvanz  
Joel Banks  
Terry Banks 
Joanna Bannen  
Stephanie Barko & Jim Stoneking
Sharon Bauer  
Theresa Bayoud  
Molly Bean  
Gerard & Faith Bertrand
Gloria Blagg  
Miriam Bleiweiss  
Louise Bond Jordan  
Billye Bowman  
May Lynn Bowman  
Adriana Bridenstein  
Valarie Bristol  
Lawrence Buford  
V.R. Burch  
Sam Burnes  
Maggie Burnett  
Judy & Gerald Bush
Barbara & Jerry Carlson
Cynthia Castleberry  
Claire Caudill  
Oskar & Frances Cerbins
Robert Colton  
Irma Covarrubias  
William Crader  
Jennifer Crews  
Cinda S. Crosley
Michelle Cutrer & Richard Whittington
Jim & Karol deVries
Anne & John Donovan
Joanne Dorman  
Gracen Duffield  
Mike & Judy Dunavant
Edward Z. Fair  
Stumpf Farrimond  
Elizabeth Freaney  
Ann Gardner  
Evalyn Garza  
Randy & Jerry Greenwood
Elizabeth Grojean  
James & Ermine Hailey
Nancy & Carroll Ray Hall
Bill Ham  
Shelia Hargis & Laurie Foss
Armando Hinojos  

Carol Hirsh  
Deborah Holle  
Gary Hunt  
Robin Hunt  
Ingrid Huskey  
Al Johnson  
Amy Johnson  
DH Johnston  
Sara Kennedy  
Suzanne Kho  
Karen Kilfeather  
Susan & Robert King
Shari Kolding  
Jennifer Korba  
Ethel M. Kutac  
Clif Ladd  
Laura Legett  
S.K. Little  
Kelly Logan  
Sarah Lyford  
Lisa Madry  
William Magness & Jessica McFaddin
Nancy Manning  
Richard E. Manson  
Ronald & Susan Martin
Jean K. Martin  
Chris Masey & Amy Trost
Katherine Mathias & Joey Foss
Marsha May  
Mark & Teri McClelland
Melissa McGrath & Julie O’Brien
Cheryl McGrath & Robert Miller
Frances McMath  
Lisa Meacham  
Trent Miller & Meta Hunt
Theodore & Frances Miller
Kate Missett & RT Cox
Stephen Arion 
Monti & Susan Mynarcik
Nancy Powell Moore 
Stephen Moore  
Claude Morris  
Jeffery Mundy  
Susan Page  
Ronnelle & David Paulsen
Carla Petievich  
Nancy Podio  
Juanita Price  
Mary Helen Quinn  
Nancy Radding  
Bill Reiner, Jr.
Martha Renfroe  
Nicole Richard  
Denise Rodgers  
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WINNING BIRD-A-THON STORY
Bird-a-thon 2009 by Jane Tillman

The Legal Migrants team, with co-leaders Byron Stone and Jane 
Tillman, had a wild and wet time Saturday, April 18, risking life and 
limb for Travis Audubon. 

Some of the participants (ok, probably everyone but Byron) did 
question the wisdom of attempting to bird given the weather forecast 
- we sat in the McNeil Community Church parking lot for quite some 
time waiting for the rain to abate, at a Luling Citgo gas station for 
another torrent, and again on a homeowner’s back porch (which all 
chewed up time) but eventually we did get lots of good birds, so Dr. 
Birdie was right about our birding prospects, even with 5-1/2 inches of 
rain. He did propose we change our team name to the Legal Marines - 
the Few [6 out of 16 bailed (figuratively of course)], the Proud and the 
Brave.

It is hard to say what our Caldwell County best bird was - there were 
lots of Chats and Indigo Buntings, an Ovenbird, a Swainson’s Thrush, 
a Rose-breasted Grosbeak, and a Baltimore Oriole. My favorites were 
the weed-eaters heard a block away, also known as Clay-colored 
Sparrows. 

Thankfully the newspaper headlines did not read, “Birders Struck by 
Lightning in Cemetery Chasing Mystery Bird.” Nor did they state, 
“Birders Failed to Turn Around, and Drowned.” Thankfully, there 
were no obituaries for “Birders Swept Away by Rising River While 
Admiring Parulas.” Last, there was no cutline for “Birders Carried 
Off by Man-eating Fire Ants.” Instead the headlines should have said 
“Caldwell County Hosts Its First Ever Bird-a-thon!”

Thanks to all our participants and sponsors for making this our best 
ever Bird-a-thon. We hope you will support us next year, or plan to 
join us for our 2010 Bird-a-thon adventure when we beat Shelia and 
Laurie’s team in both species seen and money raised! If your idea of 
fun is birding for 13 + hours, we will sign you right up! 

Frank Rodriguez  
Elizabeth Ruefli  
Elaine Rushing  
Sally L. Scott  
Martha Scott  
Philip C. & Beverly Scott
Gail Seale  
Courtney Seals
Joel & Sarah Seidel
Diana M. Seidel & Jim W. Thatcher
Mary Kay & Chuck Sexton
Tess Sherman  
Diane Sherrill  
Marianne Shivers  
Terri Siegenthaler
Kathy Silberman  
Gael & Leslie Simons
Lolita Slagle  
Aletha Snowden  
Kim Soechting  
Bryan & Cynthia Sperry
BJ Stanbery  
Byron Stone  
Janice Summer & Kay Little
Tom Sweeney  
Jeanette Swenson  
Scott Szabo  
Judie Tasch  
Ralph Tijerina  
Jane Tillman & Mark Lyon
Daphne Vaughan  
Wallace Vog & Linda Rife
Mildred Ward  
Bob & Jean Warneke
John Weems  
Andrea Weissenbuehler
Dennis Welch  
Ann & Bob Welch
Carolyn West  
Joe Wheeler  
Julie Williams  
Daesene Willmann  
Jill Wilson  
Evelyn Jo Wilson  
Stu Wilson  
Laurie Winnette  
Walter Wright  
Edward & Dottie Yturri
Ken & Barbara Zaslow

We would also like to extend our thanks to the following individuals 
and companies who donated prizes for our Birdathon 2009! 

Bill & Ann Edwards, Cherry Springs Ranch
Jeff Mundy, Coastal Tour

Deborah Holle, Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge
Academy, Steven Greshowak

Chez Zee, Sarah Bown
Macaroni Grill, Andrew Brown

Paramount Theater, Anna Morman Welch
Pok-e-Jo’s, Sam Saxton

Texadelphia, Josh Bennett
The Crossings, Marilyn McCray

We Got Your Gift, Bradley Bengtson
Wild Birds Unlimited, Bee Caves location, Rick & Kellie Stults

Yoga Yoga

Donors, continued from previous page
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Notes from Chaetura Canyon

Second Saturday Swift Watch
at Travis Audubon’s Chaetura Canyon Sanctuary

There has been a constant parade of avian fledglings 
scuttling through the understory of plants at the Canyon, 
and the new generation is extremely vocal. Each wide-

eyed individual is apparently remaining in contact with its 
siblings as well as attempting to remind its devoted parents 
that “HE” is really the hungriest of the clan. Observing the 
interactions and behaviors of the fledglings is better than any TV 
program. But, for us, none are quite as entertaining as the wrens.

All three species of resident wrens produced fledglings within 
a three week period this spring. The Carolinas were the first 
out, and then came the Canyon Wrens and finally, the Bewick’s.  
Care had to be exercised during any walk taken on the trails 
close to the house. Fledglings were everywhere!!!! The grumpy 
faced Carolina fledglings would pop up and promptly scold any 
trespasser. Curious Canyon Wren fledglings would sound off with 
a loud “Skreet!” and dive behind cover. Pause for a moment and 
a pointy face will appear. Canyon Wrens cannot help themselves: 
they must investigate. Soon the entire brood would shuffle out of 
hiding. Gravity seems to work in reverse on the tails of fledgling 
Canyon Wrens. Their tail will slowly rise over their back like an 
umbrella being raised in a drizzle, then is pulled abruptly back 
down. Bewick’s Wrens are shy. When disturbed, fledglings will 
cease their “Zeep!” call, give a short scold and clamber or fly 
away wagging their long, grey tail behind them like a flag.

Normally, the three species give each other a wide berth. One 
afternoon in early May, all three species were uncharacteristically 
heard together. Each species was delivering its characteristic 
“alarm” or “scold” call and all were facing downhill toward 
the vegetable garden. We have learned to respond to any 
multi-species alarm calls. Quite often there is something very 
interesting as the focus of the concern. Nothing was obvious 
initially, but then a Greater Roadrunner flew to the top of one of 
the exclusion walls of the garden. The “big” bird began flailing 
a lizard (fence or spiny??) against the wood framing. As soon as 
the lizard succumbed, the Roadrunner flew to the ground with the 
limp prey in its bill and trotted away. The wrens had survived the 
hunting skills of the Roadrunner…at least this time. 

Twelve of the sixteen Chimney 
Swift towers on the property house 
swift pairs as of the end of May. 
Three of those towers contain video 
surveillance cameras. The swift 
pair in one of those towers has 
uncooperatively constructed their 
nest in an area out of view of the 
camera. The other two nests are in 
great views. Join us for the Second 
Saturday Swift Watches over the 
next months. Observe real time 
nesting and roosting activity…and 
maybe another brood of Canyon 
Wrens!

Other avian species of note are the second-year Summer Tanager 
and Painted Bunting that sing all around the residence during 
the day. At dusk Common Nighthawks fly overhead and Chuck-
will’s-widows call from the canyon below as the swifts go to 
roost.
 
We also hosted a constant 
parade of humanoid bipeds 
in April and May with a visit 
from members of TOWN-
Austin out for a Sunday field 
trip and luncheon on the deck, 
the annual spring “Chalupas 
and Chimney Swifts” Mexican 
food buffet and social event 
(a sell out again this year), 
an inaugural TAS Executive 
Director/Presidents’ dinner on 
the deck, and the first Second 
Saturday Swift Watch of the 
season. Check the TAS web site 
for upcoming events. We hope to 
see you at the canyon soon!

Georgean and Paul Kyle, Sanctuary Stewards

Join Sanctuary Stewards Georgean and Paul Kyle for an evening of Chimney Swift Watching and native plant sale at Travis Audubon’s 
Chaetura Canyon Bird Sanctuary on the second Saturday of each month from May through August at 7:00 until 9:00 PM. To begin the 
evenings, the upper trails of the Sanctuary will be open for a guided tour. You are invited to bring your own favorite adult beverage 
or soft drinks to enjoy with snacks provided on the outdoor deck as the swifts gather at dusk. Participants are also able to watch a live 
video feed of nesting and roosting activity inside the Observation Towers that provides a rare look at the secret home life of Chimney 
Swifts on the sanctuary.

Participants are asked to make a $10 donation per person. Of course any and all donations to TAS for support of projects and programs 
at Chaetura Canyon are gratefully accepted. Proceeds from the sale of native plants also help with the maintenance of this sanctuary. 
Scheduled dates remaining for 2009 are July 11 and August 8. Each evening is limited to 15 participants, so contact Georgean and Paul 
as soon as possible to make your reservation. Email: dwa@austin.rr.com, Phone: 512-266-3861.  

Swift on nest at Chaetura Canyon  
Photo by Paul and Georgean Kyle

Chalupas and Chimney Swifts.  
Nancy asks “Is dinner ready yet??”  
Photo by Paul Kyle
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This is the last installment of a paper I wrote titled Habitat in 
Crisis.

One method of hunting White-tail Deer (WTD) in Central 
Texas is still hunting, a common strategy on hunting 
leases throughout Texas. Another method of hunting, 

called stalk hunting, is not a viable method of hunting in many 
areas of Central Texas because thick brush reduces visibility, 
which in turn can create health and safety concerns for hunters 
and makes approaching a deer to get a shot nearly impossible. 

Historically, White-tailed Deer were hunted on the Baker 
Ranch prior to its becoming the Travis Audubon Society Baker 
Sanctuary. This was initially done to raise income for the ranch 
and hunting continued later as part of a life estate agreement, 
which ended in 1999. Due to the lack of hardwood regeneration 
into the sanctuary’s woodland canopy, TAS continued to 
manage WTD using the gun, one of Aldo Leopold’s wildlife 
management tools, to reduce deer densities on the sanctuary.

Because the sanctuary is approximately 85% closed canopy 
and thickly wooded and for health and safety considerations, 
our current hunting strategy here employs the still hunting 
method. Many of the hunting sites and their related shooting 
alleys that were in use on the then Baker Ranch are still in use 
today. I have not constructed any new hunting sites and I do not 
allow any hunter to cut brush. Each hunting site here contains 
approximately 50 acres, so there is no conflict between hunting 
sites. Shooting alleys on the north side of Lime Creek Road aim 
north and shooting alleys on the south side of Lime Creek Road 
aim south. In no case do shooting alleys aim towards developed 
areas. 

Since my wife and I became stewards at the Baker Sanctuary 
in 1998, along with my many other duties, I have managed the 
annual WTD hunt. I learned early on that the WTD hunting 
lease does not manage itself, hence WTD season is one of the 
busiest times of the year for me. Public perceptions and health 
and safety concerns require that I maintain a presence on the 
sanctuary during the WTD season to monitor the hunters, 
especially if there are new hunters on the lease and to assist, 
when needed, with the collection of the required harvest data. As 
a result of hard lessons learned, I compiled a set of documents 
that each hunter must read, sign and abide by that specifies the 
level of respect that we require for both the resource and the 
sanctuary.

Each hunter on the lease, whether Primary, Secondary or Guest, 
signs a Liability, Indemnity and Release Form and the Hunting 
Regulations. By signing the Hunting Regulations, each hunter 
agrees to abide by a number of things including not bringing 
alcohol onto the lease, not spending the night and keeping all 
gates closed and locked. All deer must be tagged at the kill site 
and once a deer is harvested, it must be brought to a Check 
Station and a Management Harvest Record is filled out by the 
hunter that includes information on the age of the deer killed, 

Baker Sanctuary News
both dead and field dressed weights, sex, weight of kidney fat, body 
condition of the deer and, for does, whether they are lactating or not 
and antler data for bucks. This information is then compiled for the 
annual WTD Harvest Summary. 

Hunting WTD here at the Baker Sanctuary is not as easy as it may 
appear. WTD here quickly transition to nocturnal feeding shortly 
after the beginning of the hunting season, if not earlier. Several 
additional factors combine to deter WTD from visiting corn feeder 
sites during legal shooting hours such as high winds associated 
with the passage of seasonal weather fronts that are sometimes 
accompanied by heavy rainfall events, above normal temperatures, 
periodically plentiful fall acorn crops and forbs resulting from late 
summer rainfall, harassment of WTD by feral dogs and coyotes and 
moon effects. And sometimes, even when conditions seem ideal, 
WTD stay away from feeder sites for reasons known only to even-
toed ungulates. 

Regarding high exclusion fencing mentioned earlier in this article, 
TAS installed 9,200 feet of high fence along our eastern sanctuary 
boundary in 2003 and 6,400 feet of high fence along our western 
and northern boundaries in 2006. Though high fence does not 
completely encompass the sanctuary, high fencing does exclude 
many WTD from entering the sanctuary and, in combination with 
our annual WTD hunt, allows plant species such as Texas Oak, Shin 
Oak, Hackberry and Cedar Elm that are so crucial to the long-term 
survival of the Golden-cheeked Warbler to grow to maturity in our 
woodland canopy. 

WTD are indigenous to our oak/juniper woodland habitat, so 
extirpation of WTD on the Sanctuary is neither desirable nor 
possible. However, since the main function of the Baker Sanctuary 
is to provide nesting habitat for the endangered GCWA, the number 
of WTD per acre needs to be reduced by the most cost-effective 
means available so that the hardwood component of the oak/juniper 
woodland habitat can regenerate. Instead of paying for deer to be 
removed from the sanctuary by way of “Triple T” or other Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department programs, the combination of 
high fencing and leasing hunting sites here at the Baker Sanctuary 
reduces the numbers of WTD on the Baker Sanctuary and thus 
relieves browse pressure on GCWA habitat, but also generates 
income for the sanctuary.  

John Wilcox, Previous TAS Baker Sanctuary Steward

 

 

  

  
More worms = More birds 

For A Natural lawn building approach 
Call JR at 512-567-2024  

Early birds get the free assessment! 
www.soilsalive.com 
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TAS Events - July 2009
Saturday, July 4

Saturday, July 11
7:00 am & 4 pm

Saturday, July 11
7 pm to 9 pm

Saturday, July 18
7:30 am to Noon

        Saturday, July 25
9 am to 1 pm

  

July 29 through 
August 4

No field trips scheduled. Enjoy Independence Day!

Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend
Sponsored monthly by the Hornsby Bend Bird Conservatory. Contact Eric Carpenter at ecarpe@gmail.
com for more information.

Second Saturday Swift Watch
at Travis Audubon’s Chaetura Canyon Sanctuary
Join Sanctuary Stewards Georgean and Paul Kyle for an evening of Chimney Swift Watching and native 
plant sale at Travis Audubon’s Chaetura Canyon Bird Sanctuary on the second Saturday of each month 
from May through August at 7:00 until 9:00 PM. To begin the evenings, the upper trails of the Sanctuary 
will be open for a guided tour. You are invited to bring your own favorite adult beverage or soft drinks 
to enjoy with snacks provided on the outdoor deck as the swifts gather at dusk. Participants are also able 
to watch a live video feed of nesting and roosting activity inside the Observation Towers that provides a 
rare look at the secret home life of Chimney Swifts on the sanctuary.

Participants are asked to make a $10 donation per person. Of course any and all donations to TAS for 
support of projects and programs at Chaetura Canyon are gratefully accepted. Proceeds from the sale of 
native plants also help with the maintenance of this sanctuary. Scheduled dates remaining for 2009 are 
July 11 and August 8. Each evening is limited to 15 participants, so contact Georgean and Paul as soon 
as possible to make your reservation. Email: dwa@austin.rr.com, Phone: 512-266-3861.  

Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend
Austin’s premier birding site. Field trip leaders this month are Eric Carpenter and Kirsti Harms. No 
registration required - visit www.hornsbybend.org for information and maps.
 

Ecological Literacy Day at Hornsby Bend
Every last Saturday of the month, For more information: Priscilla Murr at priscilla.murr@sbcglobal.net, 
or Kevin Anderson, 972-1960.

Birds of the Southern Rocky Mountains: Field Trip to The Sangre de Christos and 
Jemez Mountains. 
This trip booked up within hours of the announcement on the website, but if you would like to be on the 
waiting list contact Stan VanSandt at empidider@yahoo.com.

About TAS Field Trips  All TAS field trips are open to members and nonmembers and to experienced and inexperienced birders. Wear appro-
priate clothing and walking shoes, and bring binoculars and water. Unless otherwise noted, field trips are free. Please see the new Field Trips Poli-
cies at www.travisaudubon.org/fieldtrips.html. For complete, up-to-date information on field trips, includ ing cancellations due to weather or other 
circumstances, please check the TAS website at www.travisaudubon.org. Because of the fixed pub lication schedule of the newsletter, be aware that 
event days and times may change after publication. If you do not have Internet access, please contact the person(s) listed with the event description. 

About Hornsby Bend  Maps and other information about the Hornsby Bend facility may be found on the Hornsby Bend website at www.
hornsbybend.org
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TAS Events - August 2009
  Saturday,  August 8

7 am and 4:00 pm

Saturday,  August 8
7:00 pm to 9 pm

Saturday,  August 15
7:30 am to noon

Saturday,  August 22

Tuesday,  August 25
7:30 am to 9:30 am

Saturday,  August 29
9 am to 1 pm

Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend 
Sponsored monthly by the Hornsby Bend Bird Conservatory. Contact Eric Carpenter at 
ecarpe@gmail.com for more information.

Second Saturday Swift Watch
at Travis Audubon’s Chaetura Canyon Sanctuary
Complete details are available on previous page.

Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend
Austin’s premier birding site. Field trip leader this month is Kirsti Harms. Co-leader needed 
- Contact empidider@yahoo.com to volunteer. No registration required - visit www.hornsby-
bend.org for information and maps. 

Bracken Cave Bat Emergence Field Trip
Bracken Cave, on the northeast side of San Antonio, is home to 20 million Mexican Free-tailed 
Bats, the largest concentration of mammals in the world. The cave, and the surrounding 692 
acres, are owned by Bat Conservation International (BCI). Access to the property is limited to 
members of BCI and their guests, which we will be. We will arrive at 6:00 p.m. (maybe as late 
as 7:00 p.m. depending on recent emergence times) and depart at 9:30 p.m. We will return Sun-
day morning at sunup to observe the return of the bats and to bird BCI’s property. Participation 
in the Sunday morning portion of the trip is optional. Another option is to visit Natural Bridge 
Caverns which is virtually next door to Bracken. There is no fee for this field trip other than 
personal travel expenses. A small donation to BCI is encouraged. Overnight accommodations 
will be at local motels. Registration is required. Contact George Kerr at BrackenFieldTrip@
gmail.com to register or for more information. 

Two Hour Tuesday! at Hornsby Bend. 
We will kick off the fall series of short Tuesday walks with a search for migrant shorebirds at 
the Hornsby ponds. Please note the early start time - it’s still hot out there! Take Hwy 71 east, 
turn left at first light past airport (FM 973), continue north about one mile and take paved left 
into Hornsby Bend. Turn right after first gate into parking lot at Ecological Research Center. 
No registration required.

Ecological Literacy Day at Hornsby Bend
Every last Saturday of the month, For more information: Priscilla Murr at priscilla.murr@
sbcglobal.net, or Kevin Anderson, 972-1960.
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TAS Classes
Hummingbird Identification Class
Central Texans have a wealth of hummingbirds visiting 
us each year. From our nesting Ruby-throated and Black- 
chinned Hummingbirds to the elusive visitors like Broad-
billed Hummingbirds and Green Violet-ears, Central Texas 
hummingbirds can be a challenge to identify. This class will 
introduce the fifteen hummingbird species that have been 
seen in Central Texas. Mark will discuss their ranges, habitat, 
and frequency of occurrence, and will emphasize those 
characteristics that can be used for effective identification. 
Each species will be examined in detail, looking at key 
diagnostic features, and compared to similar, often confusing 
species.

Mark Klym is Coordinator of the Texas Hummingbird 
Roundup and Texas Wildscapes programs for Texas Parks and 
Wildlife (TPWD). He is also co-author of Hummingbirds of 
Texas (Texas A&M Press, 2005). 

No prior birding experience is necessary. Participants will 
receive a Hummingbird Roundup kit from TPWD as well as 
other handouts. This year we are pleased to announce that the 
class will include an optional weekend field trip to Ft. Davis. 
Two lecture sessions will be held on July 30 and August 4  
(6:30 to 9:00 pm), in West Central Austin (Tarrytown). More 
specific information will be provided after registration. 

Texas field trip will be August 14-17. The group will arrive 
on the evening of the 14th, bird all day on the 15th and 16th 
and return on August 17. More details about the trip will be 
provided to registrants. 

Tuition will be $40 for TAS members and $55 for non-
members. In addition, class participants will share Mark’s 
travel expenses on the field trip. For more information or to 
register for the class, contact Jane at mljt@mail.utexas.edu.

Shorebird Identification Class
Sandpipers and plovers are a fascinating group of birds. They 
undertake some of the most spectacular long-distance migrations 
of any animals (radio-tagged Bar-tailed Godwits have recently 
been recorded flying over 6,200 non-stop miles in six-and-a-half to 
seven-and-a-half days!) and are already moving southward through 
our area. Can you tell which of those little brown birds on the 
mudflats at Hornsby Bend are which? 

If not, Tim Fennell’s Shorebird Identification Class is a great way 
for intermediate birders to learn how to distinguish the Least, 
Semipalmated, and Western Sandpipers, Lesser and Greater 
Yellowlegs, and other similar shorebirds. Tim teaches science at 
the Liberal Arts and Science Academy High School in Austin and 
has been teaching the Shorebird Identification Class for Travis 
Audubon since 1998. 

Class lectures will take place from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. on 
Wednesdays July 22, August 5, and August 19 in Southeast 
Austin. There will be local field trips on Saturdays July 25 
and August 8, and an optional trip to the Texas coast on the 
weekend of August 29-30. 

The tuition is $75 for TAS members and $85 for non-
members. For those who go to the coast, there will be an 
additional fee to cover Tim’s expenses. This should range 
from $30 to $45, depending upon how many sign up. Birders 
who want to take this class should register by sending e-mail 
to Tim at tfennell@flash.net   

Bird Drawing Workshop
Have you ever wanted to sketch an unfamiliar bird in the field 
so you can identify it later, but you don’t even try because you 
“couldn’t draw a stick”? Despair not! Travis Audubon Society 
is once again offering a bird drawing class, and the instructor, 
Linda Anderson, will show you just how much latent talent 
you really have. This class will be helpful for those who just 
want to make better sketches in the field, as well as serve 
as an introduction for those who are more serious about 
becoming bird illustrators. 

Linda has taught bird drawing sessions at our Youth 
Birding Camps and for the last four years she has presented 
workshops for adults on the same topic. Both levels of 
audience were very enthusiastic about her presentations. You 
will learn the language of drawing, which is applicable to all 
objects, although birds will be the focus of this workshop. 
The class will sharpen your observation skills and teach you 
to look at birds in an entirely new way. You will use your new 
skills in the very first classroom session by beginning to draw 
birds. You can either purchase a set of drawing supplies the 
first night of class for approximately $10, or the instructor will 
provide a list of supplies that you can purchase on your own. 
After you have registered for the class, the instructor, Linda, 
will provide you with a supply list for the first class.  
 
Two classroom sessions will be held - at a location north of 
the U.T. campus in the Hyde Park area of Austin, Monday 
and Wednesday evenings, Sept. 14th and 16th, 7-9 pm and 
a field trip on the morning of Saturday, September 19th at 
a location to be announced. Tuition for this class is $40 for 
TAS members and $55 for non-TAS members. For more 
information or to register, contact Anne [anne.wheeler @
alumni.utexas.net ]
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and even more TAS Classes 
Nestbox Workshop at Chaetura Canyon
Paul and Georgean Kyle will hold their annual workshop on 
building nestboxes (birdhouses) on Sunday, October 4, from 1-4 
pm. Each class member will be given a pre-cut kit to construct 
his/her own nestbox during the class. Participants will learn 
about the nesting needs of several cavity nesting birds such as 
Carolina Wrens, Eastern Bluebirds, Black-crested Titmice, etc. 
and the proper placement and care of the boxes. Plans will also be 
available for Screech-owl boxes. 
 
After the boxes are completed, Paul and Georgean will lead 
the class through the trails of Chaetura Canyon Bird Sanctuary, 
looking for nests and checking nestboxes for occupation earlier 
this year. One of their Chimney Swift towers will also be 
investigated.  
 
Registration is limited to 12 builders. Children age 8 and above 
will be welcome if accompanied by a parent. The cost of this 
workshop is $25. Additional kits may be purchased for $15.
For more information or to sign up, contact Anne Donovan at 
472-3030 or ajdonovan@att.net 

NEW COURSE COMING IN NOVEMBER
Birds in Western Art and Literature 
Taught by Robin W. Doughty 
Professor Department of Geography and The Environment 
The University of Texas at Austin 

YOU KNOW YOU ARE A BIRDER IF……
If you would like to contribute to this column in our next issue, please send 
your ideas to: nancy@travisaudubon.org.

Contributed by Paul Fushille:
- The only reason you’ll spend time watching golf on T.V. is to try to identify 
the various birdsongs you might hear in the background.......

- You’ll point out (to anyone who will listen) an out-of-place birdsong/call in a 
movie.....

- You believe the primary reason for sunroofs in vehicles is to scan the sky for 
birds.....

- You seriously would consider naming a child Finch, Wren, or Parula.......

Contributed by Chris Masey:
-  After a long day of birding, you still hear birds singing as you fall to sleep.

- You’ve ever dreamed about birding or birds.

- You’ve ever run off the road while trying to see a bird that is flying over.

- Your e-mail address has a bird’s name in it.

Fall Grasses Workshop  
Fall is the time of year when most of our native prairie grasses 
bloom, making them easier to identify. Learn to recognize 
many of the common grasses of Central Texas during a two-day 
workshop held at Peaceful Springs Nature Preserve in eastern 
Burnet County from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., on Saturdays Sept. 26 and 
Oct 3.

This is the fourth year that Bill Reiner will teach the class 
on fall-blooming grasses. He was a biological technician at 
Balcones Canyonlands NWR for five years, where he became 
familiar with most of the more than 90 grass species that have 
been identified there. He has led grass-identification walks at 
the refuge and has taught a class on spring-blooming grasses. 
Currently, Bill is a biologist managing the City of Austin’s 
Balcones Canyonlands Preserve.

The tuition for the workshop is $50 for TAS members and 
$65 for non-members. To register, contact Frances Cerbins at 
fcerbins@yahoo.com or phone 372-9039. Registration cutoff 
will be Sept 8. Participants will be provided with additional 
information about the class and directions to the meeting place 
when they register. Peaceful Springs will provide notebooks for 
participants to make their own grass identification guides.

Also Coming in the Fall 
Jean Martin will again teach a Beginning Birding class in fall, 
with classes starting about the middle of October. Check the 
TAS web site and/or the next issue of Signal Smoke for details. 
And more.

Jim Kern (founder of the FloridaTrail) 
and Rich Kern (wildlife film-maker) are 

looking for additional conservation- 
minded partners to buy 486 acres of 

virgin cloud forest in the Savegre Valley 
adjacent to the new Los Quetzales

National Park.

Prime nesting habitat for the quetzal.Prime nesting habitat for the quetzal.
170 bird species. Botanical paradise. 
Hiking, fishing, horseback riding in 

the valley.  Elevation 8,000 ft. 

A house for use by the 22 partners will 
be built on a small, cleared portion. 

Total Cost: $27.5K per partner

For more info contact:
JimKern@thekernco.com
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Austin, Texas

Travis Audubon Society
YES! I want to enjoy the benefits of Travis Audubon 
Society chapter membership. Enroll me as a member of 
Travis Audubon Society. Enclosed is my check for:

  $12 Youth Membership (up to age 18)
  $25 Individual Membership
  $35 Family Membership
  $75 Painted Bunting Membership (bonus Travis Audubon 

T-shirt)
  $100 Vireo Membership (bonus T-shirt and book)
  $250 Warbler Membership (bonus T-shirt, book, and free 

workshop)
  $1,000 Lifetime Membership (bonus T-shirt, book,  

free work  shop, and listing in annual report)

 T-shirt size (for premium memberships)   ________________

  
  This is a gift membership from ________________________

  

Name __________________________Phone _____________

Address __________________________________________

City ______________________ State ____  Zip __________

Email  ____________________________________________

Visit the TAS Web site: 
www.travisaudubon.org

Travis Audubon Society
3710 Cedar Street
Box 5
Austin, TX. 78705

Dated Material - DO NOT DELAY

Join your local Audubon chapter, Travis Audubon Society, by 
using the form at the right. Your dues will be put to use sup-

porting local conservation, education, research projects, field 
trips, and other Travis Audubon activities right here in Central 
Texas. We seek your support through your membership in our 
local chapter. (To become a member of the national Audubon, 
please go to their Web site at www.audubon.org.)

Join Travis Audubon now and support 
local birds, wildlife, and their habitats.
Travis Audubon Society chapter members receive six issues 
of this Signal Smoke newsletter, priority sign-ups on local field 
trips, discounts on our educational classes, the opportunity 
to participate in our e-mail group and attend our wonderful 
monthly lectures, and more!

To join Travis Audubon Society:
Make your check payable to Travis Audubon Society and send 
it with this form to Travis Audubon Society, 3710 Cedar St., 
Box 5, Austin, TX 78705, or join on-line using any major credit 
card by going to www.travisaudubon.org and clicking on Mem-
bership.


