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BLAIR WOODS PROJECT PROGRESS

T

he life recently breathed into Blair Woods does not cease to amaze. After our last
work day, American Youth Works volunteered a crew to rid Blair Woods of the
remains of the non-natives that were too big for us to handle. AYW removed at least
300 stumps and helped to complete the first trail – now known as the “pond trail.”
TAS also extends a heartfelt thank you to Rebekah Rylander, president of the UT
Ornithological Society and president of the Tribeta Biological Honor Society, who has
convinced many members of both of her clubs to show up for several of our work days
at a ridiculously early hour for college students. TAS is grateful for how far Rebekah
and our many volunteers have brought us.
TAS also thanks our partner, Wildlife Rescue, for lending a hand with the educational
component delivered to the American Youth Works crew during their day of work for
Blair Woods. Wildlife Rescue, as a supporter of this project, will aid in the future use of
Blair Woods as a “living lab” for students and educators.
Stay tuned for further progress.
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TAS Regular Monthly Meetings

Thursday, May 21, 7:00pm
Watching East Africa’s
Unique Wildlife

After the work day

Speaker: Adrian Binns

d

No monthly meeting in
June, July, or August.
See you in September
Note location change for May meeting
***** Highland Park Baptist Church *****
5206 Balcones Dr. 78731
Please note venue is subject to change
Doors open at 6:30 pm for social time
see page 8 for additional details

Photo credits: ‘Before’ pictures - Chris Masey.
‘After’ pictures - Nancy Manning

Nancy Manning
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From the TAS Executive Director

T

his month we are in transition, saying good-bye to Marsha
May as President and welcoming a new President after
press deadline. We thank Marsha for her two years of
service, where she often worked the trenches to ensure we kept
moving forward. We also transition from spring to summer when
you will hear me complaining about humidity while rejoicing that
the work of TAS can finally be done in a five day work week.
The summer slows us down. It is a time for those projects that
had to wait through our busy spring months. Please watch your
e-blasts and the website for projects that involve volunteer
opportunities. Even when the pace slows, we move forward
toward meeting our strategic goals, but not without the help of our
valued volunteers. We thank you for all that you give in time and
funds to support conservation and education. Stay cool and “Keep
Austin Birding!”

Nancy Manning

Baker Sanctuary Steward
John Wilcox
219-8425

Georgean & Paul Kyle

Mission Statement

Travis Audubon Society promotes the enjoyment, understanding, and
conservation of native birds and their habitats.
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Newsletter Deadline

The submissions deadline is the first day of the
month preceding the first month of publication
(for example, June 1 for the July/August issue).
Submit uncopyrighted articles, announcements,
and art to Tess Sherman, tsherman1@austin.
rr.com; or mail to 210 E. Walnut Dr., Austin,
TX 78753. Submissions by email or on a CD
are preferred but not required. Call Tess at 300BIRD if you have questions.
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Bird News - Local & National

O

Prothonotary Warbler Nest Boxes
Up At Webberville County Park

n March 14th Jorge Lopez (park
staff), Louis Larrey (The Living
School parent coordinator), and Susan
Andres (project coordinator), met
to install four nest boxes designed
for the Prothonotary Warbler at
Webberville County Park along the
Colorado River. Last year in mid-June
a Texbird report documented a pair of
nesting Prothonotary Warblers in the
top of a metal sign pole near the boat
ramp. On June 22nd I visited the park
and observed a male Prothonotary
Warbler feeding one fledgling. The idea of placing nest boxes
materialized that day when I met Victor Emanuel at the park.

Photos courtesy of
Susan Andres

In February I secured funding from
VENTBirds for nest box materials. Kurt
Nielsen, Travis County Parks Eastern
Regional Manager, gave permission and
provided steel poles. The Living School,
a home school group from east Austin
(thelivingschool.blogspot.com), assembled
the nest boxes. Locations of boxes are east
of the boat ramp. The first nest box is about
50 feet from the boat ramp. The other three
boxes can be found along the river in denser
understory vegetation, primarily poison ivy.

For further information or to report nest box activity please
contact: andres.susan@gmail.com. I am also conducting a
Breeding Bird Survey at Pedernales Falls State Park where I
have ten nest boxes in place. To learn more about this study visit:
andressusan.blogspot.com.
				
Susan Andres

Warbler Woods in the Springtime

Don’t you love Spring—each day brings new opportunities and
the possibility of new birds! Warbler Woods had some very active
late March days with eight species of Warblers and the Goldencheeked Warbler was seen twice. I wanted to remind everyone
that it is very easy to visit Warbler Woods—directions at:
www.warblerwoods.com/visit
Travis Audubon has always been a great help in our Migration
Watch here and I do hope you will join us often! We count on
our visitors to help us cover our 124 acres of varied habitat. The
first week of May is when we usually hit our peak in warblers
with 19-20 species in one day and most of those at the backyard
Warbler Pond. If you can’t hike, this is the place for you—sit in
the backyard, in the shade and observe the migrants all about you!
We also get visitors from Austin after they get off from work—
they come for the warblers and stay for the Nightjars. We have
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

Birds and Climate Change:
Ecological Disruption in Motion

A

udubon recently released a new study using Christmas Bird
Count Data. These analyses would not have been possible
without the hard work of CBC
participants and the many chapters
that organize and lead counts. We
thank all that have participated
over the years for their effort. The
study explored if birds had shown
significant shifts in their winter
distribution over the last 40 years. As
we all know, birds are good indicators
of the environment. We think birds
provide important information to
people on changes in the environment
and human quality of life. Audubon
has a goal of working bird indicators
into regular reviews of how the
environment in the US is doing and hopefully helping drive
policy and funding that benefits the environment and birds. These
analyses of the CBC dataset on winter distribution are part of that
effort.
The report, Birds and Climate Change, is available on Audubon’s
web site and provides more details on the analyses and results. To
download the report from this web site, click on the “Download
Report” link on the left side of the page or on the image of the
report cover.
We will continue to undertake scientific analyses of these data
to learn more about the status of birds and conservation needs.
Please consider donating through the web site to help us continue
using the CBC data to move a conservation agenda.

had 39 species of warblers seen at Warbler Woods and usually get
32-33 species of warblers each Spring.
New this Spring is a handicapped accessible trail that leads to a
blind and feeding/water area—this was done by two Eagle Scout
projects. We also had a volunteer, Krista Allen (Krista@allentechnical.com) do a fantastic map using gps and map compass
points—the results are at: www.warblerwoods.com/documents/
WarblerWoods_Trail_Map.pdf
Please come and join us when you get a chance!
Susan Schaezler
Warbler Woods Bird Sanctuary, 501 (c)(3)
www.warblerwoods.com
San Antonio/New Braunfels
GCBO Site Partner
S I G N A L S M O K E / May/June 2009
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NATURALIST’S

CALENDAR

by Bill Reiner

photo by Robert Baumgardner

F

amily matters concern most central Texas birds in the months
of May and June. Many migrants still pass through the area
in the first half of May, but their numbers dwindle later in the
month. Late-arriving summer residents such as cuckoos, kingbirds, and
nighthawks are quickly setting up territories and courting mates. Others,
such as Blue Grosbeaks, Lark Sparrows, and Chuck-Will’s-Widows are
building nests and incubating eggs, but you will find more and more
birds now tending offspring.
Young Great Horned Owls have been out of their nests for weeks
now, but are still dependent upon their parents for food. Wood Duck
ducklings paddle in their mother’s wake. Fluffy Wild Turkey poults
and Killdeer chicks scurry after their parents. Raucous families of
chickadees, titmice, and wrens are a constant circus to watch. Equally
raucous woodpecker nestlings beg for food from their cavity nests. You
may see a Red-shouldered Hawk carrying a snake to feed its nestlings.
A mockingbird may try to act nonchalant as it watches you while
holding an insect in its bill, waiting for you to leave so it can make a
delivery to its nest.
In popular culture, nests are often symbols of home, representing
stability, refuge, and security. The reality for most birds is quite
different. Those tidy cups of twigs and grasses are generally rather
ephemeral structures. Birds use them briefly to cradle eggs and helpless
young, and then abandon them. They may not even use the same nest
to raise a second brood. Cavity nests may be used multiple times – and
by a succession of species – and may also serve as nighttime roosts for
adult birds at other times of year. However, even these are likely to be
uncomfortable, once they are infested with parasites such as lice.
The time a bird spends in a nest is also a time of great vulnerability.
The incubating parent and eggs – and, later, nestlings – are “sitting
ducks” for wandering predators such as snakes, hawks, and raccoons.
Fire ants can be a major threat as long as the birds are relatively
immobile. Such predators can quickly wipe out an entire brood, and
a parent bird, too. Ground-nesting birds such as turkeys, quail, many
ducks, rails, sandpipers and plovers, nightjars, Black-and-White
Warblers, and meadowlarks are especially vulnerable.
The hatchlings of some bird species can limit their vulnerability by
leaving the nest soon after they hatch. These chicks are called precocial.
A good example of a precocial bird is the domestic chicken, whose
downy yellow chicks are scurrying after the hen soon after the amniotic
fluid that surrounded them in the egg dries from their feathers. Though
these babies are more vulnerable to predators than the adults, they are
harder to catch than birds immobile in the nest. They can also scatter if
attacked by a predator, so at least some of the brood is likely to survive.
Among the precocial species, chicks receive varying amounts of help
from their parents. Grebes and coots bring food to their offspring.
Turkeys and quail, like chickens, merely show their young what is
appropriate food and how to get it. Even more self-sufficient are
ducklings and the chicks of sandpipers and plovers, such as the common
Killdeer, which follow one or both parents but find their own food. Of
course, all of these parents are still present to warn of danger and to
distract or fight off predators.
4
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At the other extreme are the altricial birds. Chicks of these
species are incapable of leaving the nest for several days. Most
hatch naked, blind, and helpless. Their parents must feed them for
several days, or sometimes (as in the case of vultures) for weeks,
before they can leave their nest. In the meantime, they are very
vulnerable to predators. These birds include all of the passerines
(also called “songbirds,” such as cardinals, flycatchers, and
mockingbirds), woodpeckers, hummingbirds, kingfishers, doves,
cuckoos, and swifts.
Of course, in nature there are rarely clear categories, and such
is the case with the precocial/altricial divide. The chicks of
some species are capable of leaving the nest soon after hatching
but usually do not go far until they are able to fly. These birds
are called semiprecocial, and they include the gulls, terns, and
nightjars. All are ground-nesting species that are dependent upon
flight to obtain their food. Chicks of hawks, herons, and owls are
called semialtricial. Owl chicks are born with eyes closed; those
of hawks and herons are born with eyes open. They all hatch with
downy feathers, but are not capable of leaving the nest until they
grow flight feathers.
Given the hazards associated with being nest-bound, why would
so many birds have evolved the altricial strategy? To be able to
leave the nest so soon after hatching, a precocial chick must do
more of its growing inside the egg than an altricial chick. The
extra growth requires extra nourishment, which is provided by the
yolk. The eggs of precocial birds have large yolks (often 25% to
50% of the egg’s weight) compared to those of altricial birds (1525% of the weight). Producing so much yolk requires the mother
bird to take in more food than an altricial mother, which places
a greater nutritional demand on her before the eggs are laid. For
most ground-nesting birds, that tradeoff is preferable to the high
probability of losing an entire nest-bound brood to a predator.
Altricial mothers (or both parents) make up the difference by
devoting more time to feeding the young after they hatch.
The altricial strategy has another advantage. Upon hatching,
the brains of precocial chicks are relatively larger than those of
altricial chicks. But the ratio switches by the time the altricial
birds leave the nest – probably due to the high-protein insect diet
fed them by their parents. (Most breeding birds – even seed-eating
species – shift to a diet high in protein, generally insects and other
invertebrates, while they are feeding young.)
Intriguingly, parrots – which are among the most intelligent of
birds – have evolved a combination strategy. Parrot chicks are
altricial, but the egg yolks are comparatively large. So parrots
apparently get a double boost of nutrition before they leave the
nest for their first flight.
The primary source for this article was The Birder’s Handbook: A
Field Guide to the Natural History of North American Birds, by
Paul R. Ehrlich, David S. Dobkin, and Darryl Wheye.
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THE

Dan Callaway,
photo by Robert Baumgardner

DAN CALLAWAY

REPORT

Balcones Canyonlands NWR - 3/25/09
Participants: Ethel Kutac, Ingrid Huskey, Janene Rowan, Emil
Levasseur, Catfish Kelly, and Dan Callaway

O

ur first stop was Shin Oak Observation Deck, eight miles
Southwest of Liberty Hill on FM 1869. The deck is closed
until April 10th. Although no positive ID was made on the Blackcapped Vireo, we were able to get several White-eyed Vireos as
viewed from the road. Turning left on FM 1174 our next stop was
the Doeskin Ranch. Janene, Catfish, and I made the 2.2 mile trek
to the top of the mesa. We were rewarded with seven warblers
including at least two Golden-cheeks, a Black-throated Green and
several Black-and-Whites. From the edge of the ridge and looking
at eye-level into the top of a newly-leafed Texas Oak, we saw a
Northern Parula, Nashville Warbler, Orange-crowned Warbler, and
Yellow-rumped Warbler. Those who stayed behind were equally
rewarded with Say’s Phoebe, Ash-throated and Scissor-tailed
Flycatchers and Grasshopper Sparrows.

Continuing South on FM 1174, we turned left on Cow Creek
Rd which follows the creek and tees into RR 1431 eight and
a half miles later. We all had great looks at our first-of-theseason, singing Yellow-throated Vireo. Two Common Ravens
flew back and forth near their cliffside aerie. Our only Canyon
Wren for the day sang from the rocks of a side canyon. Besides
the Grasshopper Sparrow, we had White-crowned, Lincoln’s,
Chipping, Field, Vesper, many Larks, Rufous-crowned and
Spotted Towhees. Other notables were Northern Cardinal, Cedar
Waxwing (one flock of 100 birds), Barn Swallow, singing Rubycrowned Kinglets, Eastern Bluebird, Bewick’s Wren, Wild Turkey,
Ladder-backed Woodpecker, Black-crested Titmouse, Carolina
Chickadee, Inca Dove, lots of Blue-gray Gnatcatchers, Eastern
Phoebe, Purple Martin, House Finch and American Goldfinch.
Total species for the day including trip out and back: 63
Best bird: Yellow-throated Vireo

HORNSBY BEND – IN THE BEGINNING
We called it Platt’s (after Will Platt), or if one wanted specifics, “the
sewage pond”; and for those of more delicate sense, “the waste water
treatment plant.” But that was 50 or so years ago, and if we hadn’t
watched the facility evolve over the years, we’d be shocked on our first
visit to the new Hornsby Bend Center for Environmental research–or,
Hornsby Bend Bird Observatory!

table for our exclusive pleasure. In those early days few birders had heard
of “petunia puddles”, as we were pleased to call them, and there was
little reason for non-birders to frequent the area. And the ponds would be
visible only to persons looking down on the site; for example: fliers from
Bergstrom Air Force Base, or persons on the bluff across the river–site of
the Del Valle School.

For more recent birders, hooked on the quest and enthralled with the
amenities of the facility, the derivation of the term ‘Hornsby Bend’, may
remain a mystery; if so, there’s no better time to skim the surface of a
fascinating family history.

I suppose there were persons who haunted the riverside to fish or hang
out, we never saw them as we didn’t venture through the woodland. On
one occasion the serenity of the ponds was violated by a couple of dudes
in a pickup who were cruising the ponds and taking target practice on
ducks. But usually our only companions were the cows, grazing the levee
banks and making the gravel roadway more hazardous for the pedestrian.

From Hornsby’s bend the river turns southwest, then southeast and finally
turns northeastward to form a wide horseshoe effect, and sequestered in
the southwest corner of the shoe are the ponds. We first learned of the
ponds as a birding venue some time in the 1950s. A teenager from West
Austin, Frank ‘Poncho’ Oatman, at a gathering of the Hornsby clan,
noticed birds flying in the direction of the ponds. Being an avid birder,
Frank had to investigate. Thereafter he was joined by teen birders John
and Rose Ann Rowlett on regular excursions to the ponds.
To reach the ponds in the 1950s, we entered by the back–and only–way.
From FM 969 we went south on 973 for about two miles to Platt Lane.
Turning right, we proceeded about two miles to the first house and end of
pavement.
Here we passed through the door yard onto a dirt land and shortly came
to a second cottage. Here we inquired for Mr. Will Platt, an elderly
gentleman who was gatekeeper and guardian of the pond complex. With
few words, and with kinfolk regarding us curiously, Mr. Platt would find
his keys and lead us to the swinging metal gate--cautioning us to close it
after us. On other occasions we merely climbed over the gate.
Whether mounting the embankment by foot or by car, the sense of
expectancy was a constant–the ponds laid out before us like a banquet
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

There is no point in listing the bird species we found at Platt’s in the early
days, as diversity of species remains about the same–only the numbers
have changed. Notable exceptions are the Cattle Egret and the Blackbellied Whistling Duck, which can now be expected in season. And
there was one–once in a lifetime–occasion when the ponds played host
to totally unexpected visitors. In September of 1961 the eye of hurricane
Carla reached the eastern fringe of Travis County before dissipating and
releasing an astonishing number and variety of coastal and marine species
in the vicinity of Hornsby Bend. At the ponds, following the storm, we
found gulls and terns of various unexpected species, Black Skimmers
--and a Magnificent Frigate bird over the river.
The current Hornsby Bend facility is one that Austin can be proud of, but
forgive me if I write this with a twinge of nostalgia. At Platt’s in the 1950s
there was a certain charm in the solitude, the mystery of expectation
and the thrill of discovery–even in the bumpy ride along the levee tops,
wondering how deep in rain water the next mud hole might be.

And, did I mention the aroma?
Fred Webster (who taught many of us how to bird!)
S I G N A L S M O K E / May/June 2009
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Volunteers of the Month(s)

W

e honor three very valuable TAS members this month.
Enough thanks cannot be given to these folks for their
dedication to TAS and specifically to the Blair Woods
Restoration project.
Chris Masey, a native Austinite, has been a birder for 15 years
and says he has always been into birding and wildlife. When he
was very young, a Painted Bunting got into their chicken coop
and they thought it was a parrot. Then, when he was about eight
or ten years old, he was in a deer stand watching a Great Horned
Owl. These events impressed him enough to keep him interested
in watching birds. He has now served on our Board of Directors
for two years, and recently became our Vice-President. Chris is
the team leader of the Habitat Team. We have also been fortunate
to have him serve as a crew leader at the Blair Woods restoration
project, a part of our Toyota TogetherGreen grant project. He
has been involved in six work days at Blair, rounding up tools,
leading teams in invasive removal, and trail building. Chris
has a B.A. in Geography and has worked as a Solid Waste &
Environmental Planner.
Terri Siegenthaler has been a member of TAS since 1984. She
says she has been interested in birds and conserving habitat as
long as she can remember. She has a degree in land management
and has always been involved with land management and public
access issues. She has worked as the Shield Ranch steward
since 2000. While working at Wild Basin in the early 1980s
she met Bryan Hale and Pat Hartigan, TAS members, who
were volunteering at Wild Basin. Thank you Bryan and Pat for
bringing Terri into the TAS fold. In the 1980s Terri co-chaired
the conservation committee with Rose Farmer. She has been the
Sanctuary Chair and a Board member for the last three years.
Although, her Board term expired last month she will continue to
chair the Sanctuary Committee. Terri has spearheaded the recent
Blair Woods restoration project and claims that Blair Woods is
now her “life work!”

Paul Fushille is yet another valued TAS volunteer, who has served
as crew leader at Blair Woods for the entire project. Originally
from El Paso, Paul has been in Austin since the mid 1980s. His
mother’s fascination with birds must have influenced Paul because
in 5th or 6th grade he bought himself a bird book and binoculars
and taught himself to bird. He’s now been birding for 30 years,
and joined TAS about six years ago. He has been a wildlife
biologist for Travis County since the 1990s, and since 1999
has been a Travis County Natural Resource Specialist. We love
working with Paul because he is such a happy guy!

Left to right: Paul Fushille, Teri Siegenthaler, Chris Masey.
Photo Credit: Nancy Manning

Our Donors

We thank these persons and groups who generously made recent contributions to Travis Audubon Society (as of press time):
Annual Appeal
John P. Cise
Chris Gunter
Mary Ann Reneau
Phyllis Scott
Jon David Swann
Larry Wilson
Baker Sanctuary
Alan Eacret
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Unrestricted
Joe Heplar Estate
Jane Basey
Janelle Fischer
Barbara Kyse
Jan Landau
Mary Moore
Tom Stevens
Bob & Jean Warneke
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Painted Bunting
Judy Bohm
Charles Davis
Gracen Duffield
Pam Gerritsen
Norma Grubert
Nancy Radding
Maria Weber
Paul Woodruff

Vireo
Allen Becker
James Cousar
Dennis Dyer
Guy Eroncig
Lynn Hill
Adrienne Inglis
Barbara Kyse
Ron Martin
Latresa Powell
Alec Rhodes

Memorial Gift in
Honor of Grace
Thompson Hackney
Martha Boyd
Mrs. L.O. Morgan

GTBC Towhees
Barbara Anderson
Patsy Inglet
Lance Jones
Sandra Wheeler

Warbler
Christy Walker

TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

So many ways to help TAS...
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY IS PLEASED TO
ANNOUNCE THE

T

FLOCK OF 100 CLUB

he Flock of 100 Club aims to gather 100 TAS supporters
to give $1000 through a monthly giving program. Those
who join the Flock will be treated to either two free tickets to
Dinner with the Swifts at Chaetura Canyon or two free tickets
to Breakfast with the Birds with Victor Emanual and Barry
Lyon at Baker Sanctuary.
Flock members will also receive two free TAS classes
and your choice of Chimney Swifts, America’s Mysterious
Birds Above the Fireplace by Paul and Georgean Kyle or a
beautiful set of handcrafted note cards by Georgean Klye.
A monthly giving program prevents supporters from feeling
budget overload while empowering Travis Audubon Society
to do important conservation and education work. Becoming
a monthly donor is easy and painless. Join one of our monthly
giving programs:
$100 a month for 10 months
$125 a month for 8 months
$250 a month for 4 months – to be eligible for
September, 2009 Dinner w/Swifts.

THE BUSINESS OF TAS

I

n the last 18 months we have made giant strides towards
establishing and implementing our strategic goals. If you
have not seen a copy of the strategic plan, you can find it
on our website on the About Us page. There are four goals:
Habitat Protection and Preservation, Education and Outreach,
Organizational Efficiency, and Resource Development. On
the same webpage, there is also a power point presentation
of the 2009 Annual Report highlighting some of our
accomplishments in meeting these four goals.
The cost of offering and expanding our programs and
education/outreach has increased while dues and donations
have decreased in the last year. Our budget for 2008 – 2009
was $225,000. This covers the expenses of 16 committees,
three sanctuaries, habitat steward training, chimney swift
tower construction, youth birding camp, adventure kits, office
staff, insurance, Hawkwatch, volunteer appreciation and
many, many more items. The budget for 2009 – 2010 can be
found on the About Us page directly under the 2009 Annual
Report.
We invite any questions you might have about the budget.
We also ask that if you love TAS and the work we do, you
support TAS through joining the new Flock of 100 Club.
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

SHOP FOR TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY
CELEBRATE FAIR TRADE AND SUPPORT TRAVIS
AUDUBON SOCIETY at TEN THOUSAND VILLAGES
Please visit our booth on Monday, May 11, 2009 from
5:00 – 9:00 pm at 10,000 Villages and shop to support
Travis Audubon. Ten Thousand Villages sells jewelry, home
decorations, and gifts purchased for a fair wage from artisans
in 38 countries. It’s not just a store, it’s an experience. Please
join us for a fun evening while supporting your passion for
birds. Ten percent of all sales benefit TAS.
BUYING OR SELLING A HOME?
A NEW WAY TO BENEFIT TAS
Did you know you can give back to Travis Audubon when
you sell or purchase a home? Give Realty will donate 25%
of their commission in your name to our organization. How
much is 25%? It is $750 for every $100,000 in sales price
(a $200,000 home will net a $1500 donation). Even better,
should Give Realty list your home, the donation can be a tax
deductible donation for you! If you are thinking of buying or
selling, please include Give Realty in the list of Realtors®
you interview. You can find out more information at www.
GiveRealty.com or call them at 338-4483.
HAVEN’T TRIED RANDALLS FOR GROCERIES, YET?
I recently discovered this grocery store and was surprised at
the amount of organic products and produce I could purchase
for a lower price than I normally pay. TAS receives 10% of the
sales from Randalls through its Good Neighbor program. You
will need to fill out a short form to benefit TAS. Go to our new
Shopping Partners webpage for details: www.travisaudubon.
org/ShoppingPage.html
STILL SIPPING OUR SOUP
Travis Audubon Society has become part of the Soup Peddler’s
SoupShare programme. The Soup Peddler contributes 5% of
associated Soup Peddler sales to our fundraising efforts.
If you haven’t experienced the menu creations of the Soup
Peddler, you are in for quite a treat. Try their healthy, tasty
home cooked meals in your own home without the cooking!
The only way to benefit TAS is to access the Travis Audubon
section of soup peddler. To do that, you can link to Soup
Peddler through our new Shopping Partners webpage,
accessible through our home page link.
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Monthly Meeting Information
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(doors open at 6:30 pm for social time, 7:00 pm for announcements, speaker at 7:30 pm)
No May
r
o
f
Location: Highland Park Baptist Church, 5206 Balcones Dr. 78731. Please note that this locaton is subject to change.
Notification will be made via the webpage and email blasts. Parking available in the adjacent lots. Refreshments
provided. No monthly meetings during June, July, or August.

TAS Regular Monthly Meeting - 7:00 pm

May 21, 2009

Guest Speaker: Adrian Binns
Topic: Watching East Africa Unique Wildlife
Whether he’s leading birding trips around the globe or
presenting programs to local clubs, Adrian brings passion,
enthusiasm and humor to all experiences. Raised in Morocco
and educated in England, Adrian’s diverse background and
interests led him to southeastern Pennsylvania where he worked
in ecological landscape design and began leading eco-tours for
a variety of organizations. Now the Field Director for Wildside
Nature Tours, Adrian leads groups to experience birds and other
wildlife in many different countries. Adrian has served as past
president of the Delaware Valley Ornithological Club (DVOC),
one of the oldest bird clubs in the country, and was part of

Field Trip Report: Lower Rio Grande Valley,
Feb. 28 - March 8, 2009

Ten birders from Oregon, Arizona, and Illinois joined several
Austin birders for an intense nine day blitz of south and central
Texas, covering a wide swath from Rockport to Zapata to
Turkey Creek in Austin. A number of our visitors started with
a pre-trip visit to Pedernales Falls and were treated to box-seat
views of the mating ritual of a pair of Green Kingfishers, along
with great looks at other Hill Country specialties at the bird
blind. On Saturday some of us stopped at San Miguelito Ranch
to see the Ferruginous Pygmy Owl (along with a Barn Owl
and Great Horned Owl chicks on a nest), and Sunday morning
we made our first visit to Laguna Atascosa where we had great
looks at a Blue Bunting and a Tropical Parula.
Meanwhile the birders from Oregon were stuck in Rockport,
waiting for the high winds to abate enough to take the Skimmer
out and see the Whooping Cranes (they never did get out on
the boat but still managed to get a good look at a crane: it was
off the refuge and very near the road). By Sunday evening we
had all met up at South Padre Island, and a few of us braved the
walk out the jetty to see the Purple Sandpiper. In the following
week we visited many of the Valley hot spots, including Sabal
Palms, Estero Llano Grande, Frontera Audubon in Westlaco,
Salineno, and Falcon State Park. Some of the highlights included the Black-throated Magpie-Jay and the Rose-throated
Becard at Estero, the Crimson-collared Grosbeak at Frontera,
the Groove-billed Ani at Edinburg Wetlands, and the Red-billed
Pigeons at Salineno. Some Valley specialties, like Altimira Ori8
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many winning Nikon/DVOC World Series of Birding Teams. He
is currently a member of Nikon’s Birding ProStaff. Adrian is an
accomplished avian illustrator and well-published photographer, as
well as a popular speaker and field trip leader at birding festivals.
Adrian will be discussing East Africa’s unique wildlife. From the
savannahs of Kenya to Uganda’s rainforest, from the Ngorongoro
Crater in Tanzania to the lakes in the Rift Valley, the abundant
display of wildlife in East Africa is unparalleled. With such a
large concentration of both mammals and avian species it is not
surprising that a number of different inter-actions and relationships
can be found between them. We will explore some of these unique
relationships and take a look at some of the 14 (of 16 African)
endemic avian families that East Africa hosts.

ole, seemed very difficult to find, while others (Gray Hawks for
instance) seemed more numerous than usual. We failed to locate
a handful of the local specialties, but more than made up for that
with the rarities, I think. The Oregon group was happy to see
many birds, like Verdins or Vermilion Flycatchers, that we Texans
take a bit more for granted, so it was a great pleasure to share the
trip with them. On the way back to Austin we stopped at Choke
Canyon for a birding break and added three more Audubon’s Orioles to our trip list, as well as the only Black-throated Sparrows
and Scissor-tailed Flycatchers of the week. We concluded the trip
at Emma Long Park in Austin, where we heard and briefly saw
one Golden-cheeked Warbler.
Stan VanSandt

Business Members
Travis Audubon is delighted to
recognize its Business Members:
Capital Printing Co.
Jeff Baker Stanberry Realtors
Powell, Ebert & Smolik, PC
To learn about the benefits of supporting Travis Audubon as a
Business Member, please go to www.travisaudubon.org and
click on Business Members, or contact Travis Audubon at
512.300.BIRD (2473).
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Notes from Chaetura Canyon

he 30+ wintering American Goldfinches abruptly departed
on March 5, much to the delight of the local Carolina
Chickadees. They were no longer forced to wait their turn to
“grab and go” at the sunflower seed feeder.
On St. Patrick’s Day evening as we relaxed by the wildlife water
feature, three first of season species joined our celebration. A Blackchinned Hummingbird sipped at the Coral Honeysuckle, a sphinx
moth (species unknown) patrolled the flowering dewberries, and a
Mexican Free-tailed Bat snatched flying snacks overhead.
The first Chimney Swifts arrived on March 24. Three circled above
the residence in late evening; two entered the North Observation
tower attached to the house. All three nesting species of wrens
(Bewick’s, Carolina and Canyon) constructed nests and became
unnaturally quiet by the end of the month. The seasonal transition
had begun.
On March 21, a full house of 14 would be Chimney Swift Tower
builders met on the front deck. In attendance were the future
tower-building crews for Mary Searight Park in south Austin
and the Balcones Canyonlands Preserve on RR 620. We viewed
a brief video chronicling a nesting season for the birds, had drinks
and snacks, and then began construction. Power drills whirred as
participants fabricated the three nesting chamber boxes, affixed the
metal legs, then installed corner trim and the tower bottom on the
lowest chamber.  

Foundation Crew - Steve “Grog” Burns,
Tower workshop at Chaetura Canyon
Trent Miller, Paul Kyle, Chris Masey
Photo credits: Georgean Kyle

The workshop was the beginning of the construction of the Kiosk
Tower to be built in memory of Gray Jolink at Mayfield Park.
The following Friday afternoon we were joined by Chris Masey,
Amy Masey, Catie Masey, Trent Miller, Marc Opperman and
Steve “Grog” Burns to begin installation of the tower. The forms
were set for the foundation and the tower base was put in place.
At sunrise Saturday morning, the concrete slab was poured and
allowed to cure over night.
Early Sunday morning the work crew re-convened to build the
tower and surrounding kiosk. With all of the great help, the
construction was completed before 10:00 am. We were then joined
by Kathy, Willa and Tatum Jolink who helped with the painting.
Deborah Bennett also stopped in to lend a hand. Since nobody
really likes to stand around and watch paint dry, we took a group
photo and said our farewells to the enthusiastic helpers and broke
for lunch.
Everyone associated with Mayfield Park seems thrilled with the
project and the end result. It is an excellent location both for
Chimney Swifts and for educational value. Thanks to everyone
who donated their time and treasure to make this tribute to Gray
happen. Kathy Jolink said “Gray would have loved it!”
Georgean and Paul Kyle, Sanctuary Stewards

Framing Crew - Steve “Grog”
Burns, Chris Masey, Paul Kyle,
Marc Opperman, Trent Miller

Painting Crew - Paul Kyle, Catie Masey,
Chris Masey, Amy Masey, Deborah Bennett, Tatum Jolink, Kathy Jolink, Lucas
Purvis and Willa Jolink

Second Saturday Swift Watch
at Travis Audubon’s Chaetura Canyon Sanctuary

Join Sanctuary Stewards Georgean and Paul Kyle for an evening of Chimney Swift Watching and native plant sale at Travis Audubon’s
Chaetura Canyon Bird Sanctuary on the second Saturday of each month of May through August from 7:00 until 9:00 PM. To begin the
evenings, the upper trails of the Sanctuary will be open for a guided tour. You are invited to bring your own favorite adult beverage or
soft drinks to enjoy with snacks provided on the outdoor deck as the swifts gather at dusk. Participants are also able to watch a live video
feed of nesting and roosting activity inside the Observation Towers that provides a rare look at the secret home life of Chimney Swifts
on the Sanctuary.
These unique events are free to TAS Members while non-members are asked to make a $10 donation per person. Of course any and all
donations to TAS for support of projects and programs at Chaetura Canyon are gratefully accepted. Proceeds from the sale of native
plants also help with the maintenance of this Sanctuary. Scheduled dates for 2009 are May 9, June 13 and August 8. Each evening is
limited to 15 participants, so contact Georgean and Paul as soon as possible to make your reservation.
Email: dwa@austin.rr.com
Phone: 512-266-3861.
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY
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SPECIAL THANKS TO BOB WARNEKE AND ROB FERGUS.

Estate Planning benefits TAS

TAS recently received a check for $17, 878.96, which represents
2% of the Joe Heplar estate, thanks to Bob Warneke and Rob
Fergus. Many moons ago, when TAS was subletting from
Audubon Texas, Dr. Joe Heplar sent a postcard to Audubon Texas
saying he wanted to talk to someone about his estate planning.
Audubon Texas was not able to respond because Joe Heplar had
no phone or computer, so told Rob Fergus about it. Rob and Bob
Warneke went to Dr. Heplar’s house and knocked on the door.
This was the beginning of a long relationship between Bob and
Joe Heplar.
Joe had chosen only national organizations for his estate planning,
but Bob Warneke and Rob Fergus suggested he leave some of

his estate to TAS. In the 1960s Joe had been active in TAS,
attending the meetings when TAS was showing the early film
series.
Bob began visiting Joe Heplar regularly because Joe had no
family and Bob felt a need to check in with him. Bob and Jean
Warneke would sometimes take Joe shopping and to the bank.
They did finally convince him that he needed a phone and
ultimately Bob bought him a phone. When Bob turned up the
volume, Joe was amazed at the technology. Joe Heplar died at
the age 92.
We thank the Heplar estate, Bob Warneke and Rob Fergus for
their long time support of Travis Audubon Society. If you would
like to remember TAS in your Will, please contact the lawyer
of your choice to establish an estate plan that will benefit TAS.

New Chimney Swift Tower Hatched!

T

he Friends of Convict Hill Quarry Park recently completed a
Chimney Swift Tower with kiosk. Some time ago, the Friends
group had a discussion on how to make their 2.2 acre park better
and decided that a Chimney Swift Tower would be a unique contribution. The kiosk is a good place to display the unique history
of the park and highlight the neighborhood involvement. Thanks
go to the Austin Parks Foundation which gave the group a grant
for materials and to Dr. Jim Turney for helping this project happen. Joan Singh, Parks Supervisor for the City of Austin Parks and
Recreation Department, and her crew, Alfredo Gonzalez and Ben
Reyes, constructed the Tower, and the Friends group painted it. If
your neighborhood park has been adopted, and you think a Tower
would be a worthy project, contact the Austin Parks Foundation to
apply for a grant.
			
Jane Tillman

Photo credit: Joan Singh
10
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More worms = More birds
For A Natural lawn building approach
Call JR at 512-567-2024
Early birds get the free assessment!
www.soilsalive.com

Baker Sanctuary News
This is the second installment of a paper I wrote titled Habitat in
Crisis.

T

he Travis Audubon Society is a participant in the
Balcones Canyonlands Conservation Plan (BCCP), which
is a regional habitat conservation plan created to protect
eight federally listed endangered species, including the Goldencheeked Warbler which is an endangered neo-tropical migrant
songbird. Simply put, the BCCP is the plan and the BCP system
is the implementation of that plan and the TAS has committed
the 680-acre Baker Sanctuary to the Balcones Canyonlands
Preserve system.
The TAS is one of the managing partners in the BCP. Other
partners in the BCP system are the City of Austin (COA), Travis
County (TC), the Lower Colorado River Authority (LCRA), the
City of Cedar Park (CoCP), and the Nature Conservancy (TNC).
The COA and TC jointly applied to the USFWS for an incidental
take permit under section 10(a)1B of the Endangered Species
Act. Issued on May 2, 1996, the permit required that a preserve
system (BCP) of 30,428 acres within designated preserve
acquisition areas be set aside and managed as mitigation for loss
of protected species and their habitat.
When the TAS enrolled the Baker Sanctuary in the BCP, a
management plan was written and activities to enhance our
GCWA habitat were set forth in the Land Management Plan
that was later approved by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS).
One provision of the LMP directs that the White-tailed Deer
(WTD) population on the Sanctuary be maintained at a level
that allows for successful recruitment of plant species that make
up GCWA habitat. Recent research indicated that little or no
regeneration of vital habitat components has occurred on BCP
tracts, including the Baker Sanctuary (Russell and Fowler, 1999;
Russell and Fowler, 2001; Russell, et. al. 2002). As a result, the
presence of too many WTD on the Baker Sanctuary means:
1. deer browse (at the rate of four pounds of browse per deer,
per day) prevents regeneration of the habitat (hardwoods and
under story plants*) essential to the long-term survival of the
GCWA, deer overpopulation poses an increased risk of disease
to humans because they host the deer tick that carries Lyme
Disease and deer overpopulation presents an increased risk of
accidents between WTD and vehicles along Lime Creek Road.
In the Sanctuary’s Land Management Plan, the BCP Scientific
Advisory Committee recommended a zero tolerance of
WTD on preserve land (Carpenter, 1999). A census of WTD
numbers on the LCRA Wheless tract (the Wheless tract is next

to the Baker Sanctuary and has very much the same habitat as the
Sanctuary) was one deer for five acres (Poor, pers. com., 2003) and,
as a general guideline, the management for songbirds that nest one
to six meters off the ground should include a minimum density of 1
deer for 15 acres (Carpenter, 1999).
As mentioned above, White-tailed Deer over-population is a direct
result of human activity. And since human intervention has greatly
compounded the disparity in buck-to-doe ratios, eliminated the
major WTD predators, eradicated the screwworm, pushed WTD
out of their former habitat and provided corn feeders and delectable
landscaping for year-round browsing by those deer that remain
in urban habitats, it is up to us, as responsible stewards of land
entrusted to our care, to mitigate our impacts.
The installation of 8-foot high exclusion fence is just one part of the
means to control WTD numbers (more about this option at the end
of this paper). This type of fence, costs roughly $12.00 per linear
foot to install including clearing, and prevents large numbers of
WTD from entering a particular area.
Another option is the Trap-Transport-Transplant or “Triple T”
method, which requires a permit from the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department. This method, just as it says, traps, transports and
transplants deer to other areas. However, most places that want
WTD already have them. In addition, to me, there is the ethical
dilemma of taking a deer out of its birth habitat and placing it in
unfamiliar surroundings where it has to compete with and has little
chance to integrate into already established deer herds. In addition,
these “Triple T” deer are often hunted in their new habitat, almost on
a put-and-take basis. Stress generated during the “Triple T” process
may cause 55% to 85% mortality (Toops, 1999) and the process is
labor intensive and expensive.
Birth control for does, another option for controlling deer
populations, has not been approved for use in Texas by TPWD.
Trapping the deer, culling out the bucks and injecting the does
stresses all of the animals and is not only labor intensive (does
have to be trapped annually for injections because there is no way
to control dosages in a free-range setting), it is also expensive.
Hormone injections also generate concerns about the effects these
drugs may have on humans if the deer are subsequently shot and
eaten.
Other options for controlling the number of WTD in Texas are
TPWD issued Managed Lands Deer (MLD) permits, Landowner
Assisted Management Permitting System permits (LAMPS) and
Antlerless Deer and Spike Control Permits (ADCP), all of which are
labor intensive and expensive to implement. Today, the most cost
effective and efficient method for controlling the WTD population is
hunting, where legal.
John Wilcox, TAS Baker Sanctuary Steward

* Some of the preferred food items of WTD at the Sanctuary are Texas
Oak, Shin Oak, Live Oak, Cedar Elm, Skunk Bush, Littleleaf Sumac,
Flameleaf Sumac, Redbud, Greenbrier, Hackberry and Elbowbush.
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

The third installment of John Wilcox’s paper, Habitat in Crisis, will
be printed in the next issue.
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TAS Events - May 2009
Wednesday, April 29
to Sunday, May 3

East Texas Nesting Birds and Migrants Field Trip led by Eric Stager.

Two nights in Jasper and two nights in Winnie, the days spent finding singing Swainson’s Warblers,
Bachman’s Sparrows, Acadian Flycatchers, and many others. If feasible we will bird Bolivar Peninsula,
High Island and Anahuac NWR (if the damage from Hurricane Ike is still too extensive we will shift
west of Galveston). There will be a $90 fee for participants (to cover some leader expenses) which does
not include lodging or food, and participants must be willing to share rides to keep the caravan length to
a minimum (that means you probably won’t get to drive your own car). Registration limited to eight, so
contact Stan VanSandt at empidider@yahoo.com soon..

Saturday, May 2 McKinney Falls State Park Bird Walk
8:15 am to 11:30 am Located in southeast Austin at the confluence of Onion and Williamson Creeks, this park is a wonderful migrant trap if the weather cooperates. No registration necessary - meet at the upper falls parking lot
after paying entrance fee. Contact empidider@yahoo.com for more information.
Tuesday, May 5 Two Hour Tuesday! at Mary Moore Searight Park
8 am to 10 am Located in far south Austin off of Slaughter Lane. From I35, take Slaughter Lane west about 2 miles and
turn south (left) onto Bilbrook. Go about 1 mile and turn right onto Watchful Fox, then take second left
onto Decker Prairie and drive to parking lot at end of road. Note: we do not meet in the main parking lot
off Slaughter. No registration required.
Saturday & Sunday, Field Trip to Junction
May 9 &10 Local birders Rhandi Helton, Ann Lemon, and Elaine Councill will join the Travis Audubon group to
explore the Junction area. Varied Bunting, Black-capped Vireo are among the possible species we hope
to find. Spring is a time when unexpected migrating birds can be found in this area. Contact Gael Simons at gagsimons@juno.com or 512-892-2518 for information about accommodations, itinerary and
questions. Trip limited to 15 participants.
Saturday, May 9 Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend
7:00 am & 4 pm Sponsored monthly by the Hornsby Bend Bird Conservatory. Contact Eric Carpenter at ecarpe@gmail.
com for more information.
Tuesday, May 12 Two Hour Tuesday! at Hornsby Bend/Platt Lane.
8 am to 10 am Take Hwy 71 east, turn left at first light past airport (FM 973), continue north about one mile and take
paved left into Hornsby Bend. Turn right after first gate into parking lot at Ecological Research Center.
No registration required.
Saturday, May 16 Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend
7:30 am to Noon Austin’s premier birding site. Field trip leader this month is Kenny Anderson. Co-leader needed - Contact empidider@yahoo.com to volunteer. No registration required - visit hornsbybend.org for information and maps.
Tuesday, May 19 Super Tuesday! at Warbler Woods.
7 am until early afternoon Susan and Don Schaezler will be our hosts on their private 120 acre wildlife preserve. MacGillivray’s
and Morning Warblers are likely at this time of year. Last year we saw Cassin’s Vireo, Chuck-will’swidow, and Long-billed Thrasher. This is one of the top hot spots for migrants in central Texas - don’t
miss this trip! We will meet to carpool in the Academy parking lot at the southwest corner of IH-35 and
William Cannon. Limited to 14 participants - please contact Stan VanSandt at empidider@yahoo.com
to register.
Saturday, May 23

Memorial Day weekend - no field trip scheduled

Saturday, May 30 Ecological Literacy Day at Hornsby Bend
9 am to 1 pm Every last Saturday of the month, For more information: Priscilla Murr at priscilla.murr@sbcglobal.net,
or Kevin Anderson, 972-1960.
12
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TAS Events - June 2009
Saturday, June 6 Birding Crow Lake by Bike with Laurie Foss and Shelia Hargis
7:30 am to 11:30 am Dust off those bikes and get ready for a birding adventure in the Hill Country. We’ll start at Cow Creek
Road and saddle up for birding by bicycle. The ride is roughly seven miles of hilly pavement running
along Cow Creek. In June we can expect Painted Buntings, Lark Sparrows, Summer Tanagers, Canyon Wrens, Carolina Wrens, Bewicks Wrens, White-eyed Vireos and others. Time permitting, we will
caravan to the Shin Oak Observation Deck following the bike ride to watch and listen for Black-capped
Vireos. You must register for this field trip by emailing lauriefoss@gmail.com. This field trip is limited
to 10 participants. Meet-up location will be emailed to participants when they register.
Saturday, June 13 Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend
7 am and 4:00 pm Sponsored monthly by the Hornsby Bend Bird Conservatory. Contact Eric Carpenter at ecarpe@gmail.
com for more information.
Saturday, June 20 Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend
7:30 am to noon Austin’s premier birding site. Field trip leader this month is Eric Carpenter. Co-leader needed - Contact
empidider@yahoo.com to volunteer. No registration required - visit hornsbybend.org for information
and maps.
Saturday, June 27 Ecological Literacy Day at Hornsby Bend
9 am to 1 pm Every last Saturday of the month, For more information: Priscilla Murr at priscilla.murr@sbcglobal.
net, or Kevin Anderson, 972-1960.

Second Saturday Swift Watch
at Travis Audubon’s Chaetura Canyon Sanctuary
Join Sanctuary Stewards Georgean and Paul Kyle for an evening of Chimney Swift Watching and
native plant sale at Travis Audubon’s Chaetura Canyon Bird Sanctuary on the second Saturday of
each month of May through August from 7:00 until 9:00 PM.
Scheduled dates for 2009 are May 9, June 13, and August 8. Each evening is limited to 15
participants.
See page 9 of this newsletter for full details and contact information.

About TAS Field Trips

All TAS field trips are open to members and nonmembers and to experienced and inexperienced birders. Wear appro
priate clothing and walking shoes, and bring binoculars and water. Unless otherwise noted, field trips are free. Please see the new Field Trips Policies at www.travisaudubon.org/fieldtrips.html. For complete, up-to-date information on field trips, including cancellations due to weather or other
circumstances, please check the TAS website at www.travisaudubon.org. Because of the fixed publication schedule of the newsletter, be aware that
event days and times may change after publication. If you do not have Internet access, please contact the person(s) listed with the event description.

About Hornsby Bend

Maps and other information about the Hornsby Bend facility may be found on the Hornsby Bend website at www.

hornsbybend.org

TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY
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Urban Habitat Q&A
Q:

This person lives on Morgan Lane in Austin and asks:
We started with a small bird-feeder in our side yard some
months ago, then enlarged it...quite a bit...now we wonder
have we created a “monster”? We cannot identify most of
the birds and we are wondering how much we should be
feeding them.
“We have about 4-5 blue jays, another 4-5 cardinals, the
always present grackles, 30-60 doves (aztec, whitewing,
mourning...we don’t know!), and numerous, 20-30 “twitty”
birds...these I would really like to identify. Of course, we
have 4-7 squirrels. Indeed, we have the beginning of an
urban mini ecosystem.  

A:

We have many questions. How much and what to feed these
critters, (indeed) what are these critters, and what it takes to
qualify for a mini-urban ecosystem?
Jane Tillman, chair of the Urban Habitat Committee
answers:

affiliation with this business and does not profit from sales
there!)
To enhance your mini-urban ecosystem, begin to plant more
shrubs, trees and perennials that birds like. Google the City
of Austin’s Grow Green website and click on Plants. Select
those that are both native and have wildlife value.
Travis Audubon also has a checklist for sale for $4 that
helps you figure out what are the most likely birds that we
have in Austin - I recommend getting a good field guide
to start - or taking our beginning birding class from Travis
Audubon.

Q:

In terms of feeding the birds, they will probably eat as much
as you are willing or want to afford!

Is it possible to stack the small limbs and some
large limbs in an area and put birdhouses on the
limbs. To make the appearance of the area more pleasing,
I would like to plant some plants within and around
the limbs. Is this a good idea and what plants would be
good?

Just be sure to keep the area under the feeders clean so that
rodents are not encouraged. And make sure that cats are not
able to pounce on unsuspecting birds.
Black oil sunflower seed is the preferred food for titmice,
chickadees, and cardinals (as well as squirrels and doves).
Woodpeckers and the above also really like suet which is
good in cold weather. Get red pepper suet or you will end up
feeding the squirrels!
Jays love peanuts. Lesser and American goldfinches love
thistle.
All birds love water - so a cheap addition to your ecosystem
would be a bird bath where you keep the water clean and
shallow. Again, protect from cats.
There are some very good websites that you can go to for
lots more advice. Just google search the ones below:
Audubon at Home
Celebrate Urban Birds by Cornell Lab of Ornithology
National Wildlife Federation
Wildlife Austin - about our city initiative to create
backyard habitats.
A visit to Wild Birds Unlimited on Bee Caves Road would
also be useful as the personnel are very knowledgeable and
have good handouts. (Disclaimer: TAS has no business

14
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My 100-year oak trees got oak wilt about 3 years ago. I
was told that they had a 20% chance of surviving, so I
waited to cut them down. They did not make it. However,
the birds love the trees. As we cut the limbs and they fell
on top of each other, I got an idea of creating an area in
the backyard for the birds.

A:

Answer by Jane Tillman, chair of Urban Habitat
Committee:
You have noticed that birds in fact do love dead trees.
Snags, also known as dead standing trees, are essential
to our cavity nesters like woodpeckers, titmice and
chickadees. So, if you still have some standing tree
trunks leave them!
Creating backyard habitat for birds is really fun and the
birds will thank you for it. They do love limbs and brush
piles, but I would hesitate to put your birdhouses in the
brush piles or on the limbs, where the nestlings and adult
birds would be vulnerable to predation by snakes, cats,
raccoons and opossums. Instead birdhouses should be
mounted on rebar or other freestanding poles, with a
baffle.
Wrens do nest in brush piles sometimes, and love to
forage in them for insects. They also will forage along
fallen logs, because as they rot they make a nice home
for juicy insects. Consider making a small brush pile if
your neighborhood ordinances do not prohibit them and
perhaps line a walkway with some limbs.

TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

TAS Classes
Digital Photography - Focus on Birds

If you are relatively new to digital photography, but have a
digital camera (point-and-shoot or SLR) and want to improve
your photographs of birds, this class if for you! This class will
help you understand
such basic concepts
as pixels and what
they mean for
cameras, displays
and photo resolution.
Other topics will
include file formats
(e.g., jpeg, RAW,
etc.), optical and
digital zoom, as well
as many more camera
operation concepts.
You will learn basic and some advanced elements that you can
use to control exposure in your shooting to get optimum results.
Also covered will be digiscoping for both point-and-shoot and
SLR cameras. This will be followed by basic concepts of photo
editing software with emphasis on Adobe Photoshop (for those
photos you thought were disappointing).
The instructor, Jim deVries, has photographed birds from all
over the world and has supplied several Travis Audubon Society
instructors with many of the photographs used in their classes.
Classes will be held on two consecutive Tuesdays (June 16 and
23) from 7:00pm-9:00pm in west central Austin (Tarrytown).
The tuition for TAS members is $40 and non-members is $55.
Class size will be limited to 15. To register, or learn more about
material to be covered, contact Jim deVries at
jimdevries@austin.rr.com

Hummingbird Identification Class

Central Texans have a wealth of hummingbirds visiting
us each year. From our nesting Ruby-throated and Blackchinned Hummingbirds to the elusive visitors like Broadbilled Hummingbirds and Green Violetears, Central Texas
Hummingbirds can be a challenge to identify. This class will
introduce the fifteen hummingbird species that have been
seen in Central Texas. Mark will discuss their ranges, habitat,
and frequency of occurrence, and will emphasize those
characteristics that can be used for effective identification. Each
species will be examined in detail, looking at key diagnostic
features, and compared to similar, often confusing species.
Mark Klym is Coordinator of the Texas Hummingbird
Roundup and Texas Wildscapes programs for Texas
Parks and Wildlife (TPWD). He is also co-author of
Hummingbirds of Texas (Texas A&M Press, 2005).
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No prior birding experience is necessary. Participants will
receive a Hummingbird Roundup kit from TPWD as well
as other handouts.
This year we are pleased to announce that the class has
been extended to include a weekend field trip to Ft. Davis.
Two lecture sessions will be held on July 30 and August 4
(6:30 to 9:00 pm), at Tarrytown United Methodist Church
in west Austin. More specific information will be provided
after registration.
The West Texas field trip will be August 14-17. The group will
arrive on the evening of the 14th, bird all day on the 15th and
16th and return on August 17. More details about the trip
will be provided to registrants. Tuition will be $40 for TAS
members and $55 for non-members.
In addition, class participants will share Mark’s travel expenses
on the field trip. For more information or to register for the

class, contact Jane at mljt@mail.utexas.edu.

Shorebird Identification Class

Sandpipers and plovers are a fascinating group of birds.
They undertake some of the most spectacular long-distance
migrations of any animals (radio-tagged Bar-tailed Godwits
have recently been recorded flying over 6,200 non-stop miles
in six-and-a-half to seven-and-a-half days!) and are already
moving southward through our area. Can you tell which of
those little brown birds on the mudflats at Hornsby Bend are
which?
If not, Tim Fennell’s Shorebird Identification Class is a great
way for intermediate birders to learn how to distinguish the
Least, Semipalmated, and Western Sandpipers, Lesser and
Greater Yellowlegs, and other similar shorebirds. Tim teaches
science at the Liberal Arts and Science Academy High School
in Austin and has been teaching the Shorebird Identification
Class for Travis Audubon since 1998.
Class lectures will take place from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. on
Wednesdays July 22, August 5 and August 19 at the Hornsby
Bend Center for Environmental Research. There will be local
field trips on Saturdays July 25 and August 8, and an optional
trip to the Texas coast on the weekend of August 29-30.
The tuition is $75 for TAS members and $85 for non-members.
For those who go to the coast, there will be an additional fee
to cover Tim’s expenses. This should range from $30 to $45,
depending upon how many sign up. Birders who want to take
this class should register by sending e-mail to Tim at tfennell@
flash.net.
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Dated Material - DO NOT DELAY

Visit the TAS Web site:
www.travisaudubon.org

Travis Audubon Society
oin your local Audubon chapter, Travis Audubon Society, by
Jporting
using the form at the right.Your dues will be put to use suplocal conservation, education, research projects, field

trips, and other Travis Audubon activities right here in Central
Texas. We seek your support through your membership in our
local chapter. (To become a member of the national Audubon,
please go to their Web site at www.audubon.org.)

Join Travis Audubon now and support
local birds, wildlife, and their habitats.
Travis Audubon Society chapter members receive six issues
of this Signal Smoke newsletter, priority sign-ups on local field
trips, discounts on our educational classes, the opportunity
to participate in our e-mail group and attend our wonderful
monthly lectures, and more!

YES! I want to enjoy the benefits of Travis Audubon
Society chapter membership. Enroll me as a member of
Travis Audubon Society. Enclosed is my check for:
 $12

 $25
 $35
 $75
 $100
 $250
 $1,000

Youth Membership (up to age 18)
Individual Membership
Family Membership
Painted Bunting Membership (bonus Travis Audubon
T-shirt)
Vireo Membership (bonus T-shirt and book)
Warbler Membership (bonus T-shirt, book, and free
workshop)
Lifetime Membership (bonus T-shirt, book,
free workshop, and listing in annual report)

T-shirt size (for premium memberships) ________________

 This is a gift membership from ________________________

To join Travis Audubon Society:

Make your check payable to Travis Audubon Society and send
it with this form to Travis Audubon Society, 3710 Cedar St.,
Box 5, Austin, TX 78705, or join on-line using any major credit
card by going to www.travisaudubon.org and clicking on Membership.
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Name___________________________Phone______________
Address___________________________________________
City_______________________ State_____ Zip_ __________
Email _____________________________________________
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