S IGNAL S MOKE

The Newsletter of Travis Audubon Society

INSIDE
THIS ISSUE ...
From the President...................................2
Hornsby Bend News...............................3
Naturalist’s Calendar...............................4
The Dan Callaway Report.......................5
Board Election News...............................6
Dastardly Duos.................. ....................7
TAS Monthly Meeting News..................8
Notes from Chaetura Canyon.................9
Birdathon 2008....................................10
Baker Sanctuary News.........................11
TAS Events.......................................12-13
March Survey Results...........................14
TAS Classes............................................15
Travis Audubon Society
Membership Form ...................Back page

TAS Regular Monthly Meetings

VOLUME 57, NO. 5&6

Put Commons Ford on Your Birdwatching Map!

Y

ou don’t find Commons Ford Park listed as one of the “50 Popular Central Texas
Birding Locations” in the 50th Anniversary Edition of the Travis Audubon Society’s
Seasonal Distribution Checklist. But by all rights that should change with the next
checklist update as production at this West Austin hotspot now well justifies its inclusion on
the regional birding roadmap!
Case in point: On the March 22nd, 2008 Travis Audubon field trip, the group detected fiftyseven species in five hours including the following nuggets:
o
o
o
o

Common Poorwill ~ not just heard, as is the case with most nightjars, but SEEN
Vermilion Flycatcher ~ a male coming into his first alternate (breeding) plumage
Palm Warbler ~ a “very rare” species which has apparently spent the winter at
Commons Ford
Pine Siskin ~ expected in winter in low numbers, but usually well out of town

Sidebar: A word about local rarity… The Austin Area Checklist Circle encompasses nearly
11,400 square miles covering, all or part of, twenty-one counties and four separate ecoregions! The sub-area within the Austin city limits occupies less than three percent of that
total. Therefore, certain species can be much rarer in the immediate Austin area than the
checklist would suggest.
Not included in the trip list were the mysterious group of four to five white swans that have
been seen periodically over the winter along Lake Austin. Domestic Mute Swans (along the
lines of those breeding in Lady Bird Lake) would be the anticipated species, but the few
close observations of the group
that have been obtained fail
to conclusively rule out wild
Tundra Swan which would be a
“very rare” winter visitor in the
Austin area.

Thursday, May 15, 7:00pm
State of the Birds
Speaker: Dr. Andrew Kasner

No monthly meetings in June, July or
August. See you in September!
LCRA Board Room
in the Hancock Building
at 3700 Lake Austin Blvd. Austin TX
Please note venue is subject to change
Doors open at 6:30 pm for social time

see page 8 for additional details
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Descending into the park.
Photo credit: Roxie Rochat

Master of the 215-acre
Commons Ford domain is one
Ed Fair. By day, “Special” Ed
is an entertainment attorney
(aka a Rock ‘n’ Roll Lawyer)
but on most other occasions
can be found performing the
field work necessary to build
the ornithological database at
Commons Ford. He moved to
the Cuernavaca neighborhood
continued on Page 8
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The Travis Audubon Society promotes the enjoyment, understanding,
and preservation of birds, other wildlife, and their habitats in Central Texas.
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Newsletter Deadline

The submissions deadline is the first day of the
month preceding the first month of publication
(for example, June 1 for the July/August issue).
Submit uncopyrighted articles, announcements,
and art to Tess Sherman, tsherman1@austin.
rr.com; or mail to 210 E. Walnut Dr., Austin,
TX 78753. Submissions by email or on a CD
are preferred but not required. Call Tess at 300BIRD if you have questions.
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

Hornsby Bend News
“We were at Austin¹s Hornsby Bend sewage-evaporation
lagoons, variously christened Petunia Ponds, Lily Lakes, Rose
Acres, and other inappropriate names by birders. We estimated
that this afternoon at least two thousand ducks were making a
living here on algae, macro invertebrates, duckweed, and other
goodies nurtured by the biosolids that had settled at the bottom...

boring day into magic. Hornsby is my treasure chest holding
unexpected secrets, my personal and private birding locale. I tend
to forget the work it takes to maintain this ornithological wonderland.”
Marjorie Adams,
Bird-Witched! How Birds Can Change a Life

Last month about eleven people came out to the monthly Ecological Literacy Day at Hornsby Bend, eight of them from Audubon
Society, coming not only for their love for birds and Hornsby
but also to learn more about ecology. It was truly an inspirational
sight to watch all these people working really, really hard on a
Saturday morning for something that they believe in, willing to
put some personal effort into it so that it will continue to flourish.



Everyone felt the importance of the work they were doing to
maintain this habitat which is so precious and will only grow in
importance in the coming years as Austin sprawls farther and
farther outside its present boundaries.
Every birder in Austin values Hornsby Bend: many of us had our
first encounter with serious birding along the ponds, many of us
bird there regularly when we don¹t have the time to go farther
afield or when we just want to see what Hornsby has to offer
today.
It’s now May, spring migration is slowing down. However, there
are always surprises at Hornsby. I’ll never forget a very hot and
dry day in June, many years ago: I was alone at the ponds, seeing
no birds at all when a flock of Yellow-headed Blackbirds flew
up around me! They were a lifer for me! Turning an otherwise

Marjorie Adams’ description of ‘Petunia Ponds’ reminds us all of
how important this location is for birds and for birding. It is easy
for birders to forget that Hornsby is primarily a water treatment
facility owned by the City of Austin and kept open for that reason.
Without volunteer contributions to Hornsby Bend, it would not be
available to those of us who love it.
Volunteering is also a way to get to know dedicated birders and
make friends with people who share your interests. This is not just
a work day, Kevin Anderson also teaches us about ecology, sharing with us different areas of this extensive parkland and bringing
his highly educated and experienced (if sometimes somewhat
challenging) ideas on ecology. His talks alone are worth the day.
And just think, there is free pizza at the end of an Ecological
Literacy Day. Who can resist that!
So my request to all birders at Hornsby: find a day you might like
to come out and join the Ecological Literacy Day on the last Saturday of every month. If you love birding at Hornsby, come make
it a reality, give back to Hornsby a little of what you take. If every
member of Audubon came out once a year, we¹d be swamped by
workers. Wouldn’t that be great!
Priscilla Murr

TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY NATURE BOOK
CLUB

W

e invite you to join the Travis Audubon Society Nature
Book Club, which is usually held on the 4th Thursday of
every other month at 7:00 pm at BookPeople (at 6th and
Lamar, thank you BookPeople!). The group is informal and fun, and
you can choose to go to all the meetings and discuss all the books, or
you can pick and choose the meetings featuring books you would like
to discuss. You do not have to have read the book to attend. In May
we’re reading:
Thursday, May 22 2008 - Song of the Dodo by David Quammen.
This selection is tentative and the meeting location is subject
to change! Before you commit to reading a book for a particular
month, you may want to call Terry Banks at 451-6302 or e-mail
tessiembanks@msn.com to find out if the book is still current and
verify the meeting location.

TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY
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NATURALIST’S

CALENDAR

by Bill Reiner

photo by Robert Baumgardner

M

ay days can be muggy and June can be hot, but if you
retreat to the comfort of air-conditioned spaces, you’ll
miss what is arguably Nature’s busiest time of year.

Bird migration peaks in early May, then dwindles, but large
numbers of cuckoos, kingbirds, and nighthawks continue to wing
through, even late in the month. A few warblers, notably Yellow
and Wilson’s Warblers and American Redstarts, may linger as
late as Memorial Day, and even, rarely, into June. Birders who
give up on migration too early could miss altogether such late
arrivals as Mourning and Canada Warblers, Philadelphia Vireos,
and Yellow-bellied Flycatchers.
Out at Hornsby Bend, you may see a flock of birds the size of
small gulls, weaving over the ponds like nighthawks or swallows
as they scoop up insects from the water surface. These are Black
Terns, named for the all-black head and breast they acquire in
breeding plumage – distinctive among North American terns.
They are bound for the northern Great Plains of the United States
and Canada, where they will nest around shallow lakes and
marshes.
Nesting birds command the spotlight as the migrants move on.
By late May, Summer Tanagers, Dickcissels, and Chuck-will’swidows will be incubating eggs. You may see a Red-shouldered
Hawk carrying a snake to a hungry nestling. Ash-throated
Flycatchers are feeding nestlings, too, but Field Sparrow young
will have already fledged and left the nest.
Where you saw a pair of brown-feathered darts careening up and
down a stream in March, there are now half a dozen, as newlyfledged Northern Rough-winged Swallows join their parents.
Wild Turkey hens escort downy chicks. A fledgling Blackchinned Hummingbird somehow manages to avoid a punctured
stomach when its mother plunges her bill down its throat to feed
it. Several other fledglings are now trailing their parents and
begging for food, including cardinals, phoebes, chickadees, and
Golden-cheeked Warblers. Follow an excited twittering to its
source and you might find them.
The Mexican Free-tail Bat colony under the Congress Avenue
bridge becomes one of the world’s biggest nurseries about
now. Most of the bats that returned to the bridge in March were
pregnant females. Over 90% of them will give birth in June,
nearly doubling the population to over a million. For the time
being, the mothers leave their babies behind when they depart at
sunset to find food. When she returns, a mother can find her pup
by the sound of its voice.
Gray Fox pups, on the other hand, are already adventuring with
their parents. Spotted fawns follow cautious does, and bucks
carry velvet-covered antlers. Rains fill many shallow pools,
which then become stages for chorusing frogs and toads, such
as Gray Treefrogs and Great Plains Narrowmouth Toads, who
4
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gather to mate and lay eggs. Since these pools are ephemeral,
egg-eating fish cannot survive in them. The tadpoles can grow to
adulthood without becoming fish food – though they’ll still need
to avoid the clutches of such land-based predators as Raccoons.
A second wave of spring wildflowers begins as the bluebonnets
and paintbrushes fade in May. Star attractions are companies
of Firewheel (or Gaillardia), Coreopsis, and Prairie Larkspur. A
particularly stunning roadside wildflower that begins to bloom
in May is the Standing Cypress (Ipomopsis rubra). Vivid red,
tubular flowers crowd the tops of erect stalks that usually stand
about three feet tall, but sometimes reach six feet. Feathery green
leaves cloak the stem; they resemble the bright green new leaves
of Bald-Cypress trees.
By June, gold-and-brown Mexican-hats and purple-flowered
nightshades crowd the highway shoulders. Stands of pagodalike flower heads of Lemon Beebalm (Monarda citriodora) are
common on roadsides, too – the purplish-pink color coming as
much from the leaf-like bracts between rings of flowers as from
the two-lipped flowers themselves. On sandy soils, you may find
a related mint, Spotted Beebalm (Monarda punctata), displaying
whitish bracts and brown-spotted yellow flowers.
Still another tall mint that blooms in June, one especially fond
of damp places such as streambanks and seeps, is American
Germander (Teucrium canadense). Germander flowers are
packed into long, terminal clusters like those of the beebalms,
but without the showy bracts. The blossoms, apparent favorites
of hummingbirds, are white to pale pink, with darker purplish
markings. They are also “topless,” so to speak. Unlike most mint
flowers, the upper lip of a germander flower is much shorter than
the lower lip, and appears to be absent altogether; instead, the
stamens arch through open space above the lower lip.
Among the showiest of the June wildflowers are the MountainPinks (Centaurium beyrichii), which look like ready-for-theflorist bouquets standing on otherwise bare, rocky soil. The many
branches of this foot-tall plant form a tight cluster like an inverted
cone, the flat or rounded top crowded with pink blossoms.
Butterflies are there to take advantage of all the nectar, and to
carry pollen from flower to flower. Although many butterfly
species have been flying about for a month or more, Common
Wood Nymphs make their seasonal debut in mid-May. With a
wingspan of two to three inches, these are big butterflies, hard
to miss as they lazily float by. The wings are cocoa-brown
except for a broad yellow band across each forewing. Two black
“eyespots” are embedded in each band – which is likely to be
unnerving to a potential predator. Look for Wood Nymphs in
open, grassy woodlands, especially where Purpletop grass, a
frequent larval food plant, grows.

TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY
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Dan Callaway,
photo by Robert Baumgardner

DAN CALLAWAY

REPORT

Birding to Palmetto State Park - 3/19/08
Participants: Ingrid Huskey, Terry Banks, Janene Rowan, Emil
Lavasseur, Homer Cunningham, Homer Rushing, Mike Purdy,
Catfish Kelly and Dan Callaway
Target bird: Northern Parula

W

e began birding at Plum Creek off 183 about three miles
South of Luling. The warm sun brought the birds out in
good numbers who were feeding voraciously after yesterday’s
heavy rains. One surprise for the day was our “first of the year”
Scissortail Flycatcher. We then entered Park Road 11, farther
South on 183. Along here we found the first of our days total of
20 Northern Parulas. A singing thrush was nice to hear. While
searching for Wood Ducks in the swampy area by the road,
Homer Cunningham spotted one walking around in the trees
above the swamp. An “albino” Northern Cardinal was spotted in
the roadway feeding with Chipping and White-throated Sparrows.
Another surprise that none of the group had ever seen was a flock
of thirty-five Anhinga circling high overhead.

The secluded little church between the San Marcos River and
the oxbow lake revealed Cliff Swallows, a Yellow-bellied
Sapsucker, and a Blue-headed Vireo. The owl tape at the picnic
area near the old refractory pavillion brought in chickadees,
hybrid titmice, cardinals, a House Wren, Lincoln’s and Whitecrowned Sparrows and a mated pair of Parulas. The female was
a first-year bird. It’s interesting to note here that this male was
the only male not singing. He no longer needed to. Two males
singing from adjacent trees, rather close for two territories,
had a slightly different voice. Instead of the smoothly ascending trill, it was broken, similar to the Golden-cheeked Warbler.
Other nice sightings included Red-shouldered, Red-tailed, and
Broad-winged Hawks, Crested Caracara, Downy and Red-bellied Woodpeckers, Nashville, Orange-crowned and a breeding
plummage Yellow-rumped Warbler, Blue-gray Gnatcatchers,
White-eyed Vireos, Barn Swallows, Ruby-crowned Kinglets,
phoebes, and bluebirds.
Total species: 54 (total in the park: 39)
Best bird: Northern Parula

News from Denney Ranch 2

We continue to have a lot of fun with visitors and would like
to expand the open invitation past March and April to every
Saturday morning. We have a prior commitment to a birding
group from the Houston area on May 17; otherwise, we at
Denney Ranch 2 would be pleased to welcome TAS members
every Saturday morning. Depending on interest, we are even
considering extending the hours to a bit earlier and a bit later
on Saturdays. Some of our visitors – particularly the ones who
are a little older – have commented on how much they appreciate that our trails are well-groomed and mostly flat, and that
benches are strategically place.
We can be reached at deborah@birdburnet.com. Our little Web
site is www.birdburnet.com. We hope that you can come out
some Saturday for a visit.
Deborah Douglas

IN MY BOOK, YOU COME FIRST.
MICHAEL PORTMAN
Financial Advisor
Senior Vice President – Investments

301 Congress Ave., Suite 100
Austin, TX 78701
(512) 472-6852 • (800) 460-0071
michael.portman@wachoviasec.com
http://home.wachoviasecurities.com/bl87
A.G. Edwards is a division of Wachovia Securities, LLC. Member SIPC.
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Travis Audubon is delighted to
recognize its Business Members:
Capital Printing Co.
Jeff Baker Stanberry Realtors
Mundy & Singley, LLP
Powell, Ebert & Smolik, PC
To learn about the benefits of supporting Travis Audubon as
a Business Member, please go to www.travisaudubon.org and
click on Business Members, or contact Travis Audubon at
512.300.BIRD (2473).

[24778-v1-0115] A1030-0908

PORTMAN-ELLIOTT FINANCIAL GROUP

Business Members
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Board Election News
Please welcome our new and returning board members for 2008-2009
Robin Doughty

I am interested in joining the board of TAS for three
reasons. First, I have an abiding personal and professional
interest in birds and bird conservation.
Second, I have been associated with TAS for many years
and hold it in regard. In fact, it was Ed Kutac who first
introduced me to Hornsby Bend and the birds of Central
Texas when I arrived at UT in 1971.
Third, I believe I have something to offer to the group in
terms of ideas and long standing experience with birds as
an Austin resident for more than thirty-five years.
Dr. Doughty is a faculty member of the Geography
Department at the University of Texas at Austin, where
he serves as a professor of geography and environmental
studies, specializing in the history of landscape change
and conservation, with personal and professional interests
in the protection of endangered birds.

Bill Edwards

Ann Edwards and I moved to Austin 10 years ago. We
returned close to Cherry Springs Ranch, which has been in
the family for half a century. We feel it our responsibility to
leave the ranch a better place than we found it. This is not a
cliché for us.
TAS members come for spring and fall field trips; the
ranch is the release point for rehabilitated birds; and we are
actively enhancing the quality of wildlife habitat, and plant
restoration, through our Wildlife Management Plan. And
don’t get me started on the Golden-cheeked Warblers and
the Black-capped Vireos.
Dr. Edwards is an Emergency Physician and currently
Medical Director for Superior HealthPlan in Austin.

Claude Morris

I cannot ever remember a time when nature did not play a
part in my life. From my Dad teaching me about hunting and
fishing to my Mom, a swim instructor, spending summers in
the local swimming holes. In my teen years I was a Boy Scout
learning about the nature things that scouting teaches.
After high school I moved to the mountain west. There I
learned about ecosystems that are totally different from the
ones I knew in Southeast Texas. That learning earned me a BS
degree from the University of Wyoming in Natural Resource
Sciences. I took that degree and worked for several years in
mine land reclamation. I moved to Austin in 2000 and became
involved in the Texas Master Naturalists. That involvement
introduced me to all the great environmental activities that are
available in Austin.
Claude Morris has a background in Information Sytems and
Wildlife Management and has worked in both county and state
levels of government.

Marsha May, Board President

Travis Audubon Society has been dear to my heart, since
I came to Austin in the early 1980s. Through birding trips,
Christmas counts, and monthly meetings, I met wonderful
people and developed an ever growing love for the avian
community, especially in Central Texas. I see my work
on the TAS board as a way to give back to this wonderful
community of people and birds. I welcome the chance to
continue for another term. Thank you.
Marsha May’s background is in biology, wildlife and fisheries sciences and extensive field work and coordination
duties with the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department.

A New TAS Program....Mentors!
Who is a TAS Mentor?

A Travis Audubon Society Mentor is a birder who has a
desire to share their knowledge and expertise with a new
birder. A mentor guides, inspires, encourages, advises,
questions, and answers. A mentor’s primary job is to support newcomers in achieving their ultimate goal - to be
better birders!

Why be a Mentor?

Many reasons: Get satisfaction by helping new birders
know more about birds. Learn more – the best way to learn
is to teach. Attract more members to Travis Audubon Society and make a bigger impact on conservation. Extend your
contribution – what you pass on to a new birder will get
passed on by them. Have fun and make new friends!
6

S I G N A L S M O K E / May/June 2008

How does the program work?

A new birder will enroll in the Travis Audubon Society Mentoring Program by completing an application. The program administrator will distribute the application to TAS Mentors. A Mentor
will select the protégé based on areas of interest, level of birding
skill, logistical compatibility and other factors that will be a
good fit for both Mentor and Protégé. The Mentor and Protégé
meet and develop a relationship of mutual benefit to them both.
Experience again the joy of discovery with a beginning birder
and give new wings to your years of birding experience! Complete details on this exciting new program area available on the
TAS website at www.travisaudubon.org. Click on the membership button.
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

Dastardly Duos
Reprinted with permission from the April 2003 Vermilion
Flycatcher newsletter of the Tucson Audubon Society (www.
tucsonaudubon.org).
Female Yellow Warbler, Common Yellowthroat, and
Wilson’s Warbler
by Larry Liese
Illustrations by George C. West

E

ver notice how most exciting bird stories are about sighting
and identifying some spectacular bird with bright red
and blue and violet and…? But what about those tough-toID females that do all the work of getting the next generation
going? Those of us who start getting serious about trying to
ID every bird we get a good look at have to get familiar with
females and young too. While males of many species advertise
their fitness as mates with elaborate displays and bright
plumage, females generally incubate the eggs and blander
plumage is a plus here.
This issue’s Duos are a threesome of mostly yellow female
warblers. Two are common breeders and the other is one of
our most common migrants. Guessed them yet? The Yellow
Warbler (Dendroica petechia) and Common Yellowthroat
(Geothlypis trichas) both breed here and pass through in
significant numbers in migration. Along with the latter are
many Wilson’s Warblers (Wilsonia pusilla). Though they don’t
breed in Arizona, they come close, breeding in most western
states and almost all of Canada and Alaska. Though Wilson’s
Warblers have fairly consistent plumage patterns in their three
subspecies, there are 43 Yellow Warbler and 13 Common
Yellowthroat subspecies leading to a somewhat wide range of
color patterns. In our area, the Yellowthroats have more yellow
than in other parts of the country, but still have much less yellow
than the other two. Wilson’s Warblers are always bright yellow
underneath, while female Yellow Warblers usually are, but can
look quite pale, particularly in first-year birds.
A good look at the undertail will easily distinguish Yellow
from Wilson’s Warblers. The Yellow’s tail
is quite short, with the undertail coverts
extending closer to the tail tip than on the
others. Furthermore and most evident
is that the undertail is almost entirely
yellow, with only dark corners on the tip.
In contrast, Wilson’s have a solidly dark
undertail that contrasts strongly with the
bright yellow undertail coverts. Even a
quick look is generally enough to see
this difference. Common Yellowthroats
are so often very low to the ground in
their preferred marshy habitat that I can’t
say that I remember ever seeing their
undertails! Inspecting the specimens at the
U of A Bird Lab showed a similar light/
dark pattern to the Wilson’s, but with less
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

contrast. The Wilson’s all showed an obvious notch, while the
Yellowthroats did not and the Yellows were hard to determine.
Various references didn’t seem to be consistent in this regard. It’s
one field mark I plan on paying more attention to this spring!
A key difference to look for in Yellow Warblers is the yellow
edgings to the feathers of the wings. The remiges (flight-feathers),
coverts, and tertials all have this, giving a very recognizable
pattern to the wing. Both the Wilson’s and the Yellowthroat have
uniformly dark olive upperparts, with the Yellowthroat being
darker with less color.
In overall size, the Wilson’s is smallest, though with its short
tail the Yellow at first seems of similar size but weighs almost a
quarter again as much. Yellowthroats are a smidge heavier than
the Yellow and slightly longer.
Yellow warblers have a plain face and dark eye that give them a
‘blank’ look. Wilson’s have a dark area on the cheek and a dark
crown (gets darker seasonally, at least on some subspecies),
accentuating a lighter supercilium and forehead. Yellowthroat
females have a whitish eyering if one looks closely, and usually
show contrast between the lighter throat and darker malar area.
The males usually are doing the majority of the singing, but call
notes can help. Yellows give a rich musical chip note, Wilson’s
call is described as a husky or nasal chimp, and the Yellowthroat’s
calls vary considerably but have a raspy quality. Take advantage
of the abundance of these three species during migration to get
familiar with their calls. As the really good birders-by-ear all say:
watch the bird making the sounds and verbally describe what it
sounds like to you. That is what locks the sight and sound together
in your memory. Good advice!
So observe these three a little longer than normal as you run into
them this spring. When you hear the male Yellow’s sweet, sweet,
sweet – I’m so sweet; or the Yellowthroat’s witch-i-ty, witch-i-ty,
witch-i-ty; look for the nearby female and take a good look at her
field marks. This will help you become that better birder. Good
luck!
The Travis Audubon Society’s checklist,“Birds of
the Austin, Texas Region”, indicates that there
are two periods during the year when all three
of these warblers can be observed – the end of
April through May, and mid-September through
the beginning of October. Common Yellowthroats
spend fall through spring here, but Yellow and
Wilson’s Warblers pass through during spring
and fall migration. Potential locations where
they may be found include Hornsby Bend,
Richard Moya Park, and the State Capitol
Grounds. Common Yellowthroats prefer marshy
areas, Yellow Warblers like willow trees near
water, and Wilson’s Warblers are often found in
weedy undergrowth.
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Monthly Meeting Information

TAS Regular Monthly Meeting - 7:00 pm (doors open at 6:30 pm for social time)
Program begins at 7:00 pm. Location: LCRA Board Room, 3700 Lake Austin Blvd. The board room is in the Hancock
Building, the middle building in the courtyard. We’ll be in the room on the left upon entering. Please note that this
locaton is subject to change. Notification will be made via the webpage and email blasts. Parking available in the
adjacent garage and lots. Refreshments provided. No monthly meetings during June, July or August.

May 15, 2008

Guest Speaker: Dr. Andrew Kasner
Topic: State of the Birds: Audubon Texas Bird
Conservation Programs
Dr. Kasner will give an
overview of the Audubon
State of the Birds reports
and the new Audubon
Watchlist, and also talk
about our Texas bird
conservation programs,
spending most of the time
on the Important Bird
Areas program.
Dr. Andrew C. Kasner
Photo courtesy of Andrew Kasner
is Director of Bird
Conservation and Deputy Director for Audubon Texas. He
obtained his B.S. and M.S. degrees in Biology from Angelo
State University and Ph.D. in Wildlife and Fisheries Sciences
from Texas A&M University. He has conducted research on
freshwater fishes in West Texas, ecology and natural history
of shorebirds and waterbirds, and ecology and conservation
of endangered Interior Least Terns in Texas. While on the
biology faculty at Lamar University, he taught courses such as
ornithology and marine biology and directed student research
on passerines, waterbirds, and shrimp. In his current role with
Audubon, Dr. Kasner directs the on-the-ground conservation
efforts of Audubon Texas, focusing on their Coastal
Stewardship Program, Quail and Grassland Birds Initiative,
and Important Bird Areas program. In addition, he continues
to collaborate on research and management efforts on colonial
waterbirds, shorebirds, grassland birds, and endangered species
such as Black-capped Vireo and Golden-cheeked Warbler.

Alamo Inn

Lower Rio Grande * Lodging for
Birders

Guiding * Guides include Benton Basham
Artist’s studio * Grover Terry Beaman
Optics dealer * Brunton & Alpen

956-782-9912

www.alamoinnsuites.com
801 Main Street, Alamo TX
across from El Dorado Restaurant
8

S I G N A L S M O K E / May/June 2008

Commons Ford, continued from Page 1
early in the New Millenium and started monitoring the park before
he had his boxes unpacked. Since July 7, 2001, Ed has made an
astounding 166 visits to the park (up to thirty-two visits annually)
and amassed a park checklist now numbering 168 species. (Ed will
have to be especially sharp-eyed/eared going forward in order to
maintain his species/visit ratio above one!)
Ed’s Commons Ford checklist boasts local rarities like Zonetailed Hawk, Upland Sandpiper, Red-naped Sapsucker,
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, Sprague’s Pipit, Philadelphia Vireo,
and Sedge Wren. All three kingfishers (Ringed, Belted, and
Green) have been accounted for, and the family tallies include
seven species of woodpecker, fifteen tyrant flycatchers, five
vireos, sixteen warblers, and seventeen sparrows.
In the winter of 2008, Ed has hosted five Commons Ford field
trips with each at or near capacity with 15+ participants. The
star of the show lately has been the perky Palm Warbler. This
species, which nests in Canada and winters in the southeastern
U.S. (including the upper Texas coast) and the Caribbean, is
nearly unheard-of in Austin, classified as “very rare” per the TAS
checklist. The same species was seen on a couple of occasions
during the winter of 2006/2007 as well, suggesting that Commons
Ford may have a regular winter customer!
Another Commons Ford claim to fame is that it’s a Melanerpes
woodpecker nexus: one of those rare sites where one has a chance
at, nay can almost expect, both Red-bellied Woodpecker and its
more southwesterly cousin, the Golden-fronted.
Commons Ford’s signature landscape features, wide open
expanses of lawn, meadow, and field fused with Lake Austin
frontage, are complemented by a nifty patch of oak-juniper
woodland which has attracted breeding Golden-cheeked Warblers,
some towering oaks and pecans, a riparian strip along a tributary
creek, rocky hillsides, and even a little urban/residential plot to
make some city birds right at home. This diversity of habitat,
along with the overall attractiveness of the setting, makes
Commons Ford shine as a local birding mecca.
Commons Ford Ranch Metropolitan Park is located at 614
Commons Ford Rd in west Austin just outside the city limits.
Commons Ford Rd is on the left about 0.5 mile after turning north
on Cuernavaca off of Bee Caves Rd (FM 2244). The park entrance
is on the left after just over 1.5 miles on Commons Ford Rd. Park
hours are 12-6pm Tuesday through Sunday. Although the vehicle
gate is open only during the officially posted hours, an adjacent
walk-in gate remains open at all times.
Stu Wilson
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

Notes from Chaetura Canyon

S

A single Chimney Swift sneaked into one of the towers equipped
ix volunteers from the Capital Area Master Naturalists
with a surveillance camera on March 20th (we would have missed the
converged on Chaetura Canyon at 9:00 AM on February
arrival without the electronic assistance) and a vocal male Golden10. The day began with a brisk shuttle of branches from
cheeked Warbler revealed himself the following day on the 21st.
an old brush pile to the staging area for brush chipping along
The warbler began his morning sonata with three verses of the “B”
the roadway…. an uphill trek. After we all caught our breaths
song… uncharacteristic for his initial declaration. He then
from that aerobic exercise,
belted out the unmistakable “twee-twee-twee-tweezee!”
habitat restoration began. The
– a more characteristic song for this early in the season.
compacted soil where the pile
As housing development continues to encroach on the
had been was broken up and
Canyon, we are impressed and encouraged that the
“thunder dirt” (a marvelous
Golden-cheeks continue to return each year.
organic soil amendment
that benefits native plants
Canyon Wrens have taken advantage of the specially
produced by Geo Growers) was
built wren shelves on the north side of the house, while
thoroughly incorporated into
Carolina Wrens are toting nesting material to who knows
the soil. Grasses from a nearby
where. The Bewick’s Wrens are characteristically silent
trail were then transplanted.
and clandestine. Northern Cardinals, House Finches and
The area received a good drink
Lesser Gold Finches are pairing up while the American
of water and was mulched with
Goldfinches had moved out by mid-March. Rufusthe smaller detritus from the old
crowned Sparrows have begun inspecting the clumps of
brush pile. Two months later new
Lindheimers Muhly grass outside of the garden in search
growth has begun to fill in the
Photo credit: Paul Kyle
previously barren area. Lunch on Left to Right: Ramona Urbanek, Julie Bollman, of a suitable nest site and sing sporadically. A pair of
the deck overlooking the Canyon Laura Southwick, Georgean Kyle, Rain Nox, increasingly rare Mourning Doves creates a bright spot
among the hoards of White Wings. Even a solitary Inca
followed the hard work. Many
Cathy Nordstrom, Brooke Vaughn
Dove made an appearance at one of the seed feeders. Our
thanks to all who attended!
two species of nesting woodpeckers (Golden-fronted and
Ladder-backed) continued to frequent the peanut butter logs feeders.
First of season sightings of migratory birds in March began
Regular flyovers include the evening passage of Double-created
with twenty Cedar Waxwings (an uncommonly sparce species
Cormorants and Great-tailed Grackles and an early morning Great
this year) on the 2nd. A Rufous-sided Towhee called as it moved
Blue Heron with a carefully-chosen nesting twig in its bill.
down the Canyon toward Lake Austin. On March 16th the first
hummingbird of the season was seen feeding in the Coral
The crowns of the Chipping Sparrows are turning redder every day,
Honeysuckle. Beginning at sunrise on the 17th a White-eyed
and these winter delights are beginning to sing – signaling their
Vireo greeted the sun and stayed around the residence for more
eminent departure. A few good rain events in mid March helped
than a week treating us to his improvisational song. Blue-gray
break the dormancy of the Canyon flora as the Red Buckeyes, Texas
Gnatcatchers were flitting about the tips of the harwoods
Ash, Cedar Elm and Texas Oaks sprang to life. Blackfoot Daises,
Rain Lilies, Blue-eyed Grass and a few Shooting Stars lent their
On March 14th the temperature reached a 40-year high of 96
color to the early spring pallet.
degrees. We were not the only ones who were hot. An adult
male Cooper’s Hawk was seen cooling his talons by just
The Second Saturday Swift Watches begin on May 10th. Please see
standing in the waters of one of the wildlife pools just south
the accompanying article on how to join us for these enjoyable social
of the residence. His presence probably explained the piles of
events.
White-wing Dove feathers we had been finding scattered over
Georgean and Paul Kyle, Sanctuary Stewards
the Sanctuary.

Second Saturday Swift Watch at Chaetura Canyon

Join Sanctuary Stewards Georgean and Paul Kyle for an
evening of Chimney Swift Watching and native plant sale at
Travis Audubon’s Chaetura Canyon Bird Sanctuary on the
second Saturday of each month of May through September
from 7:00 until 9:00 pm.
To begin the evenings, the upper trails of the Sanctuary will
be open for a guided tour. You are invited to bring your own
favorite adult beverage or soft drinks to enjoy with snacks
provided on the outdoor deck as the swifts gather at dusk.
Participants are also able to watch a live video feed of nesting
and roosting activity inside the Observation Towers that
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

provides a rare look at the secret home life of Chimney Swifts on the
Sanctuary.
These unique events are free to TAS Members. However, all
donations to TAS for support of projects and programs at Chaetura
Canyon are gratefully accepted. Proceeds from the sale of native
plants also help with the maintenance of this Sanctuary.
Scheduled dates are May 10, June 14, July 12, August 9 and
September 13. Each evening is limited to twelve participants,
so contact Georgean and Paul as soon as possible to make your
reservation. Email: dwa@austin.rr.com, Phone: 512-266-3861.
S I G N A L S M O K E / May/June 2008
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Birdathon 2008 - Easier than ever
NEW TO BIRDATHON
We have a new Birdathon tool we would like you to check
out. If you want to start a team, join a team, sponsor a team or
just collect pledges you can use this
new tool. This new tool will allow us
to raise more funds for TAS this year.
The directions for using this tool are
set out below. Once you use the tool
we think you will enjoy it. Especially
when you get to see the great pictures
of your team captains!
Please pay close attention to #13 below for sending emails.
This is the feature we hope you use as it allows you to spread
the word about Birdathon.
To start a team, join a team, sponsor a team or collect
pledges...
1. Go to the TAS website.
2. Click on the orange “BIRDATHON 2008” button.
3. Click on the “Register Here” logo on the left side of the
page.
4. Choose the option you want (“sponsor a participant” or
“register for birdathon”)
5. a)If you chose “sponsor a participant” you will be directed
to a page that requires that you enter the participant’s first and
last name. This will direct you to your participant’s web page.
From there, click the button “Sponsor Us.”
b)If you chose “register for birdathon” you will be directed
to a page that requires you to choose between the following
options: Join a Team, Start a Team or Join as an Individual.
Click the box next to the appropriate choice.
6. You will be asked to fill out your contact information,
create a password and enter a fundraising goal. Click “Next”
7. You will then be asked to enter a contribution amount. You
may enter a fixed lump sum amount (highly encouraged) or if
you want to pledge by species then you will need the species
information from the team captain. The team captain may
have already emailed you with the number of species she/he
anticipates they will see. If that is the case you can multiply

HybridRealtor@Stanberry.com

Jeﬀ Baker, REALTOR ®, Birder
Cell: (512) 619-7421
Fax: (512) 371-9952
4000 Duval St. Austin TX 78751

SEARCH AREA LISTINGS @

jeﬀbaker.stanberry.com
Also check out:
bakerproperties.biz & jeﬀbakerart.biz

Environment & Client Friendly
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that number by your pledge amount and then enter the total in the
contribution box. However, you may also wait until Birdathon ends
to pay per species, when the team
captain will contact you. Once you
have determined your contribution
or entered zero, click “Next.”
8. You will be asked to answer a
brief three question survey. Then
click “Next”
9. After confirming the information
you have entered, click “Next”
10. Once you have completed your registration, YOU ARE NOT
DONE!
11. Click “Login Now”
12. You will be asked to enter the password that you created in
Step 6. Then click “Sign In.” Tabs will now appear in ORANGE.
Please go through these tabs to fill in any applicable information,
but PLEASE use the email tab.
13. You will have the option to send an email to friends. You can
either choose the orange tab at the top to “Send emails” or you
may choose one of the links on the side under “Send emails.”
Either way, you can send emails asking your friends to either,
make a pledge, join your team, send emails to team members, etc.
14. You will be directed to a page that gives you the option to use
the email template or create your own. Click on the appropriate
option.
15. After you have created your email or chosen a template email,
Click “Next.”
16. You will now have the option of importing contacts from your
email account. NOTE: It does not matter which email provider you
have, so whether it’s gmail, yahoo, roadrunner, outlook express,
etc. you will be able to import your contacts. You may also enter
email contacts manually if you prefer.
17. If you choose to import, click on or type in YOUR email
provider.
18. A window will open which provides simple instructions on
how to import contacts.
19. Click on “Add Email Addresses.” Once your address book
appears you can easily delete or choose the friends you want to
include.
20. Click on “Send Emails”

Have fun birding and helping the
Travis Audubon Society at the
same time - TAS Birdathon 2008
on May 10th, 2008.
Complete details, team ideas, and
more at www.travisaudubon.org
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

Baker Sanctuary News

F

ebruary 9th was a busy Saturday here at the Sanctuary.
Terri Siegenthaler, Chris Massey, John Kelly and Jennifer
Brown (Travis County BCP) led a BCP hike for nine
visitors at the Baker Sanctuary. Also that morning, Laurie Foss
and Shelia Hargis worked on the landscaping project at the
Jackie Arnold Education Center and that same morning, we held
the first Stewardship Day of the 2008 visitation season. Darin
Spradley, Dorin Bradberry and Michael Portman joined Marcie
and me in weed-eating the Blue Trail in
preparation for our annual Open House
scheduled for March. In 3 ½ hours,
we knocked down the rank king ranch
bluestem and green briars out of the
Blue Trail. Thanks again to those folks
that gave their Saturday morning to
work at the Sanctuary.
Some time ago, the City of Austin
BCP staff offered the Baker Sanctuary
a Brown-headed Cowbird trap from
one of their preserves that had been
vandalized. On March 14th, the BCP
staff delivered the trap to the Sanctuary.
The major damage to the BHCO
trap occurred on the left side, where
all of the ½ inch hardware cloth had
been torn off. Otherwise the trap was
salvageable. I added the repair of
the BHCO trap to my list of projects
that also included preparing the
Sanctuary for our annual Open House
and cleaning up after the landscaping project around the Jackie

Arnold Education Center. By the afternoon of March 28th, I had
completed the repairs to the trap, transferred birds from Trap
#1 and opened it. Thanks to our BCP partner, this donated trap
doubles the BHCO trapping capability on the Sanctuary.
The Sanctuary hosted the annual Open House on March 29th.
Marcie and I appreciated the support of an enthusiastic group
of folks who gave up their Saturday morning to greet and guide
our visitors around the Sanctuary. Our expert
guides this day were: Shelia Hargis, Chris
Massey, Kathy McKormack, Gary Waggerman,
Bill Reiner, Terri Siegenthaler, Cindy Sperry
and John Kelly. Julia Hesket, Roxie Rochat
and Val Bugh led plant walks. Laurie Foss
handled the guide assignments. Darin Spradley
and Nancy Hall handled the parking duties
and Sally Means and Valarie Bristol signed in
over forty Sanctuary visitors. TAS Executive
Director, Nancy Manning and Hammond and
Joan Hendrix manned the display and sales
tables. Jason Stuck and Jack McCumber were
available to answer membership questions.
The weather for the Open House was overcast
and occasionally drippy. In spite of this minor
interference, our visitors took the weather in
stride and heard, if not saw, Golden-cheeked
Warblers throughout the Sanctuary. Thanks
again to everyone for their help in making the
annual Baker Sanctuary Open House a success!
John Wilcox, TAS-Baker Sanctuary Steward

The Jackie Arnold Education Center,
Baker Sanctuary Open House, March 2008
Photo credits: Marcie Wilcox
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY
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TAS Events - May 2008
May 4 through May 10

Travis Audubon Week at Warbler Woods

Warbler Woods is private property managed as a bird and wildlife refuge and preserve. It covers 126 acres
of varied habitat covering Pecan Gap sediments with gently rolling topography. Located near the convergence of three Ecological Regions: South Texas Plains, Blackland Prairie, and Edwards Plateau, it is also
near the Post Oak Savannah region. With a property list of about 230 bird species, including thirty-six species of Warblers, Warbler Woods is one of the gems in the spring migration crown in central Texas. Travis
Audubon will be the special guests of owners Don and Susan Schaezler during this week of peak migration
at Warbler Woods. Come and be a part of watching and recording the spectacle which is spring migration in
central Texas. Contact fieldtrips@travisaudubon.org to get the gate code and to make your reservation.

Saturday, May 10
all day

Travis Audubon Society BIRDATHON

Saturday, May 10
7:00 am & 4 pm

Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend

It’s not just another fun-filled birding event; it’s a major fund-raising opportunity for the chapter. Anyone
interested in birding or conservation is welcome. So whether you have the skills of a fledgling or the eye
of a hawk we invite you to this exciting annual event and encourage you to bring along friends and family
to join in the fun. The birdathon is not just confined to the Austin area, so bird lovers of every region are
welcome. Visit www.travisaudubon.org and follow the “Birdathon” button at the top of the page to register
your team. Join us at Birdathon headquarters at Zilker Park for coffee and snacks from 6 to 9am and lunch
from 11am to 2 pm.

Contact Eric Carpenter at ecarpe@gmail.com for more information. Sponsored monthly by the Hornsby
Bend Bird Observatory.

Saturday, May 17
7:30 am to Noon

Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend

Sunday, May 18
7:30 am to noon

Balcones Canyonlands NWR led by Laurie Foss and Shelia Hargis

May 24 and May 25

Saturday, May 31
7 am to 11 am

Saturday, May 31

Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend, led by George Kerr. Austin’s premier birding site. No registration
required. Contact fieldtrips@travisaudubon.org for more information.
When Spanish explorers first saw the layers of hills northwest of what is now Austin, Texas, they named the
land Balcones. These limestone hills and spring fed canyons make up most of the Balcones Canyonlands
National Wildlife Refuge, located north of Lake Travis. The primary purpose of the refuge is to conserve the
nesting habitat of the endangered Golden-cheeked Warbler and Black-capped Vireo. The refuge falls at the
juncture of the Great Plains and Gulf Coast bioregions. At least a third of the state’s threatened and endangered species live or migrate through the area. We’ll decide on what locations in the refuge we’ll visit the
week before the field trip, so be sure to contact fieldtrips@travisaudubon.org for more field trip info and
to register. Limit 12 participants.

Breeding Warblers of the East Texas Piney Woods

Led by Laurie Foss and Shelia Hargis. Join us for a very special treat – a look at the breeding warblers of
the East Texas Piney Woods. Yellow-throated, Prothonotary, Northern Parula, Pine, Prairie, Black-andwhite, Swainson’s, Kentucky, Common Yellowthroat, Hooded Warblers and Yellow-breasted Chats are all
known to breed in this region. We’ll arrive Friday evening in Nacogdoches to group up and our field trips
will be all day Saturday and Sunday. The field trip will conclude at dinner on Sunday leaving you time to
make it back to the Austin area that night if you wish or spend another night and bird on the way back with
us on Monday. Limit 12 participants. Cost of this trip is $75 to cover the expenses of the field trip leaders.

Birding Without Binoculars, led by Eric Carpenter

Have you ever wondered how many birds you could see if you went on a field trip and left your binoculars
and the rest of your “birding equipment” at home? Join Eric Carpenter for a morning of birding at Hornsby
Bend to find a variety of birds that can be identified with only your eyes, ears, and your previous experiences. Join in the challenge of birding by impression and by knowing your local bird songs. We will spend a
few hours hiking the trails of Hornsby Bend and will also visit the ponds there. Registration required/limited
to 14 participants. Contact Eric Carpenter at ecarpe@gmail.com for more information.

Ecological Literacy Day at Hornsby Bend

Every last Saturday of the month, For more information: Priscilla Murr at priscilla.murr@sbcglobal.net,
or Kevin Anderson, 972-1960.
12
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TAS Events - June 2008
June 4 through June 9

North Carolina Outer Banks and Pelagic, led by Laurie Foss and Shelia Hargis
with Mary Gustafson

For central Texas birders the outer banks of North Carolina may as well be on the moon! We’re out to broaden
our horizons and get a bigger picture of conservation and avifauna diversity by traveling to an ecoregion quite
unlike our own. Get there any way you can, and be there for a land-based field trip led by Mary Gustafson on
Thursday, June 5th. Friday and Sunday will be pelagic trips on the See Life Paulagics excursion boat also led
by Mary. The Outer Banks is the place to go for Gulf Stream specialties ranging from the regularly occurring
Black-capped Petrel and Band-rumped Storm-Petrel to the rarely seen elsewhere Bermuda, Fea’s, and Herald
(Trinidade) Petrel. Late spring is the best time of year for rarities, is excellent for regularly occurring birds,
and is great for migrating birds such as Storm-Petrel. Other less frequent rarities are possible such as European
Storm-Petrel, Red-billed Tropicbird, and White-tailed Tropicbird. Other target birds include Cory’s, Greater,
Sooty, Manx, and Audubon’s Shearwaters, Wilson’s Storm-Petrel, South Polar Skua, Pomarine, Parasitic, and
Long-tailed Jaegers, and Roseate, Common, Arctic, Sooty, and Bridled Terns. A special note – mosquitoes and
deer flies will be among us for this trip! Cost of the trip is $350 which covers the expenses of our field trip
leaders. All other costs are up to each participant to arrange. It is highly suggested that you buy trip insurance
for this field trip. Contact fieldtrips@travisaudubon.org for more information and an expected itinerary.
Limited to 10 participants. FYI, the cost for each pelagic trip is $135.
Saturday, June 14 Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend
7 am and 4:00 pm Contact Eric Carpenter at ecarpe(at)gmail.com for more information. Sponsored monthly by the Hornsby
Bend Bird Observatory.
Saturday, June 21 Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend with Jean Martin
7:30 am to Noon Austin’s premier birding site. No registration required. Contact fieldtrips@travisaudubon.org for more information. More information and directions to the site can be found online.
Saturday, June 28

Ecological Literacy Day at Hornsby Bend

Every last Saturday of the month, For more information: Priscilla Murr at priscilla.murr@sbcglobal.net, or
Kevin Anderson, 972-1960.

Sunday, June 29 Berry Springs Preserve (1801 CR 152, Georgetown) led by Kathy McCormack
7:30 am to 10:30 am This relatively new 300-acre preserve includes an old pecan orchard, open fields, riparian habitat along Berry
Creek, and a clear water pond created by damming Berry Springs. We’ll be walking about two miles on concrete and crushed granite hiking trails (ADA-accessible) while listening and looking for late spring breeding
birds. For example, six Eastern Bluebird nest boxes in the park have been very successful, and we may get
lucky and see one of the half-dozen Yellow-billed Cuckoos or Summer Tanagers that will be calling. In addition, over a dozen species of dragonflies and damselflies should be found. No registration required. For questions, contact Kathy McCormack at VEFL21@yahoo.com or 698-9880.
Directions: Driving north on IH-35 to Georgetown, take Exit 261A (RM 2338, Lake Georgetown, Andice). At
the light, turn right onto Williams Dr, and then take an immediate left onto Austin Ave. Go 0.5 miles, and turn
right onto FM 971. Go 1.5 miles and, just after the light, turn left onto CR 152, just before the Heritage Baptist
Church. Stay onCR 152 for 1.8 miles (the road will make a sharp turn to the right, go under SH 130, and then
go over Berry Creek). The park entrance will be on your left.

About TAS Field Trips All TAS field trips are open to members and nonmembers and to experienced and inexperienced birders. Wear appropriate clothing and walking shoes, and bring binoculars and water. Unless otherwise noted, field trips are free. For complete, up-to-date information
on field trips, including cancellations due to weather or other circumstances, please check the TAS website at www.travisaudubon.org. Because of
the publication schedule of the newsletter, things can change. If you do not have Internet access, please contact the person(s) listed with the event
description.

About Hornsby Bend Maps and other information about the Hornsby Bend facility may be found on the Hornsby Bend website at www.
hornsbybend.org
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY
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March 2008 Survey Results

Location: Webberville - Big Webberville Park
Observation date: 3/1/08

I

magine if you will, in the misty fogginess of the morning light, you are standing on the bank of the river.
You hear it calling before it appears and then flies in low
making a wide turn before landing on a gravel bed just
across the river. That is the way a mature Bald Eagle presented itself to us this morning even before the boats were
unloaded. The bird lingered as we unloaded our cars. After
five to ten minutes of this it flew off downstream with fish
in talons.
The morning continued like that as long as the fogginess
held. During that time we were seeing Belted Kingfisher,
Pileated Woodpeckers, Yellow-belied Sapsuckers, Tufted
Titmouse and tons of Northern Cardinals and Red-bellied Woodpeckers. Our species total for the day came to 51, which includes
a Great Horned Owl. Special thanks to Marilyn Kircus, Suzette
Ermler and Sam Byers for their help.
Claude Morris
Number of species: 51
Wood Duck 3
Gadwall 24
Northern Shoveler 2
Double-crested Cormorant
Great Blue Heron 2
Black Vulture 11
Turkey Vulture 7
Osprey 5
Bald Eagle 1
Red-shouldered Hawk 9
Red-tailed Hawk 4
Crested Caracara 7
American Kestrel 1
Killdeer 35
Spotted Sandpiper 8
Greater Yellowlegs 23
Least Sandpiper 20

4

White-winged Dove 40
Mourning Dove 12
Great Horned Owl 1
Belted Kingfisher 5
Red-bellied Woodpecker 21
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 3
Pileated Woodpecker 2
Eastern Phoebe 16
White-eyed Vireo 3
Blue Jay 2
American Crow 7
Cliff Swallow 6
Carolina Chickadee 42
Tufted Titmouse 14
Carolina Wren 14
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 16
Eastern Bluebird 5

Northern Mockingbird 4
European Starling 50
American Pipit 1
Cedar Waxwing 30
Orange-crowned Warbler 3
Yellow-rumped Warbler 44
Chipping Sparrow 4
Savannah Sparrow 33
Lincoln’s Sparrow 14
White-crowned Sparrow 3
Northern Cardinal 75

Photos courtesy of
Claude Morris
Red-winged Blackbird 1000
Eastern Meadowlark 21
Common Grackle 20
Great-tailed Grackle 500
House Finch 2
American Goldfinch 28

Ongoing TAS Meetings
TAS Board of Directors: meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month (except for December), contact: Marsha May, 300-BIRD
Urban Habitat Development Group: meets on the 3rd Monday of each month, contact: Jane Tillman, 794-0058
Education Committee: meets on the 3rd Monday of each month, contact: Byron Stone, 970-5154 or Jean Martin at 343-7053
Latin America Committee Meeting: meets most 3rd Wednesdays, contact: Bob Warneke at warneke@austin.rr.com
TAS Regular Monthly Meeting: meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month except for June, July & August
Youth Education Committee: meets on the 4th Wednesday of every month, contact Julia Balinsky at 926-7312
Bird Records Committee: meets on the 4th Thursday of the month, contact: Ethel Kutac, 346-7659
TAS Nature Book Club Meeting: the 4th Thursday of every other month at 7:00 pm at BookPeople, contact: tessiembanks@msn.com
14
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TAS Classes
Hummingbird Gardening Class

For the fourth year in a row we are pleased to offer
Mark Klym’s Gardening for Hummingbirds class. In this
class you will learn how to make your garden a haven
for hummingbirds. Mark Klym is Coordinator of the
Texas Hummingbird Roundup and the Texas Wildscapes
programs for Texas Parks and Wildlife (TPWD). This class
will explore native plants that are hummingbird friendly
- their characteristics and cultivation; garden designs and
maintenance tips; as well as discussing the proper use of
hummingbird feeders.
This workshop will be held Thursday evenings, July 10th
and 17th (6:30 - 9:00 PM) in the Tarrytown section of west
Austin. More specific information will be provided after
registration. There will be a field trip on the morning of
July 19th to a local garden which is noted for its attractive,
nature-friendly landscaping.
Tuition will be $40 for TAS members and $55 for nonmembers. Participants will
receive a Hummingbird
Roundup kit from TPWD
as well as other handouts.
This is a preliminary
announcement. Class
registration will start June
15, but mark the dates on
your calendar now. For
more information contact
Trent beginning June 15 at
trent9719@aol.com.

Hummingbird Identification Class

Central Texans have a wealth of hummingbirds visiting
us each year. From our nesting Ruby-throated and Blackchinned Hummingbirds to the elusive visitors like Broadbilled Hummingbirds and Green Violet-ears, central Texas
hummingbirds can be a challenge to identify. This class will
introduce the fifteen hummingbird species that have been seen
in central Texas. Mark will discuss their ranges, habitat, and
frequency of occurrence, and will emphasize those characteristics
that can be used for effective identification. Each species will
be examined in detail, looking at key diagnostic features, and
compared to similar, often confusing species.
Mark Klym is Coordinator of the Texas Hummingbird Roundup
and Texas Wildscapes programs for Texas Parks and Wildlife
(TPWD). He is also co-author of Hummingbirds of Texas (Texas
A&M Press, 2005). No prior birding experience is necessary.
Participants will receive a Hummingbird Roundup kit from
TPWD as well as other handouts.
This year we are pleased to announce that the class has been
extended to include a weekend field trip to Ft. Davis. Two lecture
sessions will be held on Tuesday evenings, July 15th and 22nd
(6:30 to 9:00 pm), in the Tarrytown section of west Austin. More
specific information will be provided after registration. The west
Texas field trip will be July 25-28. Tuition will be $40 for TAS
members and $55 for non-members. In addition, class participants
will share Mark’s travel expenses on the field trip.
This is a preliminary announcement. Class registration will start
June 15, but mark the dates on your calendar now. For more
information, contact Trent beginning June 15 at trent9719@aol.
com.

TAS Supporters!!
We thank these persons and groups who generously made recent contributions to
Travis Audubon Society (as of press time):
2007 Annual Appeal
Donna Knapp
Diana Shields
Lucy Wilde

General

Jane Basey
Elizabeth J. Cooper
Tom Hill
Dan Kaspar
Felicia Kongable
Nancy Podio
Bob & Jean Warneke

Painted Bunting Membership

Lynn L. Box
Helen Davidson
Charles Davis & Sandra MacMurtrie
Cynthia Hanes
Beverly Hoffmann & J. Paul Comola
Linda Markich
Joanne & Charles Pittman
Elizabeth Powers
Nancy Radding
Beverly Redden
Guy & Eileen Thompson

TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

Vireo Membership

Allen Becker
Lorraine Benini
Joan Cox
Lee Decker
Dennis Dyer
Kristen Harris & Max Snodderly
Faye Harris
Tom Hausler
Rachel Jenkins
Joe Kulhavy
Alec Rhodes
Jim Walker & Family

Life Membership
Tom Hill

Tribute to Elsa Sorensen
Justin & Karen d’Abadie

Baker Sanctuary
Craig Damuth

Chaetura Canyon

Amy Trost & Chris Masey
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Travis Audubon Society

J

oin your local Audubon chapter, Travis Audubon Society,
by using the form at the right. Your dues will be put to
use supporting local conservation, education, research
projects, ﬁeld trips, and other Travis Audubon activities right
here in Central Texas. We seek your support through your
membership in our local chapter. (To become a member of
the national Audubon, please go to their Web site at www.
audubon.org.)

YES! I want to enjoy the beneﬁts of Travis Audubon
Society chapter membership. Enroll me as a member of
Travis Audubon Society. Enclosed is my check for:





$12
$25
$35
$75

 $100
 $250

Youth Membership (up to age 18)
Individual Membership
Family Membership
Painted Bunting Membership (bonus Travis
Audubon T-shirt)
Vireo Membership (bonus T-shirt and book)
Warbler Membership (bonus T-shirt, book, and
free workshop)
Lifetime Membership (bonus T-shirt, book,
free workshop, and listing in annual report)

Join Travis Audubon now and support
local birds, wildlife, and their habitats.

 $1,000

Travis Audubon Society chapter members receive six issues
of this Signal Smoke newsletter, priority sign-ups on local ﬁeld
trips, discounts on our educational classes, the opportunity
to participate in our e-mail group and attend our wonderful
monthly lectures, and more!

T-shirt size (for premium memberships) __________________

To join Travis Audubon Society:

Make your check payable to Travis Audubon Society and
send it with this form to Travis Audubon Society, 3710 Cedar
St., Box 5, Austin, TX 78705, or join on-line using any major
credit card by going to www.travisaudubon.org and clicking
on Membership.
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 This is a gift membership from ________________________

Name _______________________________ Phone ________________
Address _____________________________________________________
City ____________________________ State _____ Zip _____________
Email ______________________________________________________

TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

