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MOKESSIGNAL
The Newsletter of Travis Audubon Society

TAS Finances in a nutshell

TAS Regular Monthly Meetings
 Thursday, November 15, 7:00pm

El Cielo, A Model of Sustainable 
Development Through Birding

Speaker: Sonia Ortiz

LCRA Board Room 
in the Hancock Building 

at 3700 Lake Austin Blvd. Austin TX 

Doors open at 6:30 pm for social time

see page 8 for additional details


continued on page 3

What do you love about Travis Audubon Society? Do you enjoy the field trips, the 
Nature Book Club or the programs offered at our membership meetings? Do you 

benefit from our adult education classes, visit our sanctuaries, support our conservation 
efforts, think it is important to education children or to participate in citizen science 
activities? Do you enjoy reading Signal Smoke, email campaigns and our web site? Do you 
feel it is important to have someone advocate on your behalf for important issues relating to 
birds and their habitat? Do you enjoy the special events such as the Bird-a-thon, the Big Sit, 
or the Holiday party?

If you enjoy any of the activities offered by Travis Audubon and think it is important that 
TAS continue to offer these benefits, then you may be interested to learn how all of these 
benefits are funded.

The Travis Audubon Society Budget for fiscal year (April 1, 2007 – March 31, 2008) is 
$208,836.00. Do you wonder how that money is being spent? Wonder no more!

Each committee has a budget with which to carry on their work. The committees with a 
budget are:

• Habitat Conservation Committee
• Hornsby Bend Committee 
• Education Committee and Youth Education Program  
• Latin American Committee 
• Urban Habitat Committee 
• Advocacy Committee 
• Field Trip Committee 
• Bird Records Committee 
• Sanctuary Committee 

There is money in the budget for Volunteer appreciation and for program expenses for your 
monthly membership meetings.

The sanctuaries each have a budget, as well. The land management/restoration fees, repairs, 
utilities, equipment, administrative, surveys, insurance, property taxes and association fees 
and other similar expenses all must be paid.

Publishing Signal Smoke incurs expenses for printing, professional set up, postage, mailing, 
annual permit fee, etc.

Conservation expenses cover fifteen expense categories such as chimney swift towers, Texas 
Land Trust Council dues, and habitat conservation efforts to name a few.

Outreach and Fundraising is another category in our budget. Included in this category is the 
web site, email campaigns, advertisements, all of our printed materials such as brochures and 
sponsorships such as the Great Texas Birding Classic.

No December meeting, 
instead 

join us at our holiday party

TAS

Holid
ay Party

 !

Info on page 8
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Subscription Information
Signal Smoke (ISSN 1931-9282), was pub-
lished 11 times yearly through Volume 56, 
No.4, and beginning with Volume 56, No.5, 
is published 6 times yearly. Subscription is 
a TAS mem   ber ship bene fit. To join, use the 
form on the back page of this issue or go 
to www.travisaudubon.org for an on-line 
form. For address or subscription changes, 
please call 512.300.BIRD (2473) or e-mail 
info(at)travisaudubon.org. The USPS does not 
forward Signal Smoke. Copyright 8 2007. No 
part of this publication may be reproduced 

Newsletter Deadline
The submissions deadline is the first day of the 
month preceding the first month of publication 
(for example, June 1 for the July/August issue).
Sub mit uncopyright ed arti cles,  an nounce    ments, 
and art to Tess Sherman, tsherman1(at)austin.
rr.com; or mail to 210 E. Walnut Dr., Austin, 
TX 78753. Sub mis sions by e  mail or on a CD 
are pre ferred but not re quired. Call Tess at 300-
BIRD if you have questions.

 TAS Rare Bird Alert Eric Carpenter 300-2473
   select option #3
 Advocacy Jeff Mundy 334-4300
 Bird Records Lawrence Buford 452-6344
  Ethel Kutac 346-7659
 Habitat Conservation Valarie Bristol 300-BIRD
 Education Byron Stone 970-5154 
 Field Trips Laurie Foss 300-BIRD
  Hornsby Bend John Kelly 331-8693
 Hospitality Susan Moak 925-4590
 Latin America Penny Potter 462-3805
 Programs Ann Gardner 306-0737
 Property and Finance Pat Dillon 663-4448
 Publications Tess Sherman 300-2473
 Sanctuary Chair Terri Siegenthaler 263-2237
 Society Historian John Kelly 331-8693
 Urban Habitat  Jane Tillman 794-0058
 

TAS Rare Bird Alert Eric Carpenter 300-2473

COMMITTEE AND SUBCOMMITTEE CHAIRS

Subscription InformationSubscription Information

ABOUT SIGNAL SMOKE

Mission Statement
The Travis Audubon Society promotes the enjoyment, understanding, 

and preservation of birds, other wildlife, and their habitats in Central Texas.

From the TAS President
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 Travis Audubon Society
General Address

P.O. Box 40787,  Austin TX 78704
Address for Donations

P.O. Box 40787,  Austin TX 78704

Phone numbers listed below without 
an area code are local numbers in the 

512 area. 

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
2007-08

President
 Marsha May 300-BIRD
Vice President
 Valarie Bristol 300-BIRD
Treasurer
 Doran Bradberry 300-BIRD
Secretary
 Donna Brasher 300-BIRD 
Directors
 Anne Donovan
 Sam Fason 
 Gray Jolink
 Kelly Logan
 Chris Masey
 Jeff Mundy 
 Bill Reiner 
 Terri Siegenthaler

Exective Director
 Nancy Manning 300-BIRD  

Offi ce Administrator 
 Diana Digges 300-BIRD

BAKER SANCTUARY STEWARD
John Wilcox 219-8425

ACT REPRESENTATIVES
John Kelly (state president) 331-8693
Bryan Hale (state treasurer) 474-5599

SIGNAL SMOKE EDITOR
Tess Sherman 300-BIRD

TAS TELEPHONE 
The office number is 512-300-BIRD 
(2473). To leave a message for Board 

President Marsha May, press 1. To report 
sightings of rare or unusual birds in Cen-
tral Texas, press 3. To ask a bird-related 

question, press 4. 
TAS WEB SITE

www.travisaudubon.org
TAS EMAIL

info(at)travisaudubon.org
Signal Smoke (ISSN 1931-9282)

Signal Smoke is printed 
on recycled paper 

without permission in writing from Travis 
Audubon Society.

The mission of Travis Audubon Society is to promote the 
enjoyment, understanding, and preservation of birds, other 
wildlife, and their habitats in Central Texas. The Golden-

cheeked Warbler, a rare and endangered bird, travels from Mexico and 
Central America every March to nesting grounds in the juniper-oak 
woodlands of Central Texas. What makes this really important is that 
this is the only place in the world where Golden-cheeked Warblers 
nest. This bird should hold a prominent place in the hearts of all TAS 
members. 

In 1996 the Balcones Canyonlands Conservation Plan (BCCP) was 
created. This plan calls for the formation of a preserve system (the 
Balcones Canyonlands Preserve) to protect eight locally occurring 
endangered species as well as 27 other species believed to be at risk. 
The Golden-cheeked Warbler is one of those eight species. This plan 
calls for the preservation of 30,428 acres of suitable endangered species 
habitat to be managed and assembled within twenty years (by 2016). 
Partners in this plan are Travis County, the City of Austin, the Lower 
Colorado River Authority, the Nature Conservancy of Texas, private 
landowners and Travis Audubon Society. Over 90% (27,000 acres) 

continued on page 3
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has been assembled to date. Travis Audubon Society owns 
and manages 690 acres of land in the BCP. 

This is not new to many of you long-time TAS members, 
but more and more new folks call Travis and the 
surrounding counties home and they may not be familiar 
with the history and the purpose of the BCP. Back in the 
late 1980s TAS members joined forces with other agencies 
and fought the battle and won, preserving habitat for these 
endangered species. The preserve is still short by 3,428 
acres. It is important for people to realize that the BCP is 
not a park – it is a preserve. 

Let’s protect this important habitat for Golden-cheeked 
Warblers and other rare species, and for the enjoyment of 
future birders. This embodies the vision of TAS – inspiring 
conservation through birding!

Marsha May

continued from page 1

President’s column, continued from page 2

Overhead and Infrastructure includes office rent, supplies, 
equipment, bank charges, credit card & Paypal processing fees, 
storage unit, postage, general liability insurance, phone, etc.

Finally, there are the human resource costs associated with 
having employees, such as salary, payroll taxes, health insurance, 
workers compensation insurance, etc.

Where does that $208,836.00 come from? The most consistent 
form of income for Travis Audubon Society has been 
membership dues. The annual appeal is the second most 
significant source of income. We have received some grants over 
the years and generate some income from special events such 
as the Bird-a-thon. The income we generate does not meet our 
budgetary needs.

The shortfall for the 2007-2008 budget will be about 
$111,000.00. It is anticipated that each years’ shortfall will be 
met by our investments.  

There is a long history associated with our investments. The 
Operating Account is not restricted in any way and we are able 
to take money out of that account as needed. However, if all the 
shortfall was taken from that account, that account would be 
depleted in total within a couple of years.

The Conservation Fund is restricted to use only for conservation 
efforts.

Although, current research is continuing to determine the 
historical accuracy of the establishment of the endowment, it is 
believed that Frank Blair bequeathed approximately $250,000 

to establish this endowment. More money was added to the 
endowment over the years primarily through bequests and the 
endowment grew through sound investment strategy.

It has been reported that Ed Kutac advised Board members at the 
time of the Blair bequest that Frank Blair’s desire was that TAS 
should maintain and grow this money and use the income from 
the investment to operate TAS. 

As a result, an investment policy was adopted by the TAS Board 
to allow TAS to annually withdraw 5% of the growth of the 
endowment; the growth being measured over a ten year period.  

According to Richard Brewster, Executive Director of the 
National Center on Nonprofit Enterprise, a non-profit needs to 
evaluate the spending of an endowment by evaluating the impact 
if the money were to be spent today. Is the current impact more 
or less important than securing the organization’s future over 
time?  Brewster states that endowments help the organization to 
establish permanency. A pot of money that generates income will 
produce stability in the long run. Maintaining the endowment 
manages the risk inherent in running a non-profit organization.  

As one of our Board members recently added, those that 
bequeathed us those funds were visionaries. It was their gift to the 
future of TAS.  

We appreciate your continuing support and encourage your ideas 
and suggestions to help TAS in its fundraising efforts.  

Nancy Manning
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NATURALIST’S  
CALENDAR

by Bill Reiner

photo by Robert Baumgardner 

continued on next page

Abcission. Hard to believe that something with such 
a surgical-sounding name could be responsible for 
scenes to inspire painters and poets. Yet every autumn 

it happens again. Corky cells form at the base of a leaf stalk in 
response to longer nights and cooler temperatures. Green fades 
as the abcission layer severs the vascular system that sustained 
the leaf’s chlorophyll factory. Other pigments, masked through 
the growing season by the chlorophyll, now show themselves: 
yellow carotenoids and xanthophylls, red anthocyanins. The 
forest changes from its summer green uniform to a quilt of 
varying hues and textures.

The color, timing, and pattern of change in any one tree 
depends partly upon its individual genetic makeup, its health, 
and its immediate environment, but it will generally follow the 
blueprint of others of its species. Red Mulberry, for instance, 
lights up the forest understory with lemon-yellow leaves, while 
Prairie Flameleaf Sumac scorches the roadsides with red or 
orange. Walnuts drop their leaves early; Post Oaks often hold 
theirs well into the winter.

All this means that recognizing trees becomes easier in autumn, 
especially from a distance. A naturalist can also learn something 
about where different trees grow, and the niche each species fills 
in the environment. You might even, at the same time, pick up 
some hints for finding birds. If, for instance, you can remember 
where those big, heart-shaped Red Mulberry leaves shone in 
November, you’ll know where to watch for migrating thrushes 
and Rose-breasted Grosbeaks when they stop by to gorge on the 
juicy, black berries next May.

The tall trees lining the banks of Town Lake – the ones that are 
turning rusty-tan now – are Bald Cypresses. These are among 
the few North American conifer species with deciduous leaves 
(needles). Naturally-occurring Bald Cypresses usually grow 
within a few yards of rivers, streams, or other water bodies.  
Specimens planted in high, dry, residential subdivisions often 
need supplemental watering to remain healthy, since they require 
a dependable source of water.

Bald Cypress roots are able to tolerate saturated soils longer than 
those of other trees, which gives them a competitive advantage 
on a riverbank where water levels fluctuate unpredictably. Low 
cypress branches overhanging clear Hill Country streams are 
favorite perches for Green Kingfishers.

American Sycamores, too, can tolerate saturated soils, and 
they also grow best where their roots have a steady supply of 
water.  Sycamores grow quickly, and soon tower over other 
streamside vegetation. Their gray-brown bark frequently flakes 
off, revealing the whitish inner bark. The mottled trunks are then 
unmistakable any time of year.

The sycamores’ broad, maple-like leaves are also easily 
recognized. They rarely turn bright colors in fall – usually 
shifting quickly from light yellowish-green to tan – but the 
pattern of change is rather distinctive. Unlike a Bald Cypress, 
whose entire canopy usually turns color at once, sycamore 
leaves change a few at a time, giving the tree’s crown a mottled 
green-and-brown pattern (somewhat mirroring the motif of the 
bark). When the canopy begins to thin, you can see the pendant 
seedballs that are favorites of wintering goldfinches and siskins.

Another common tree with a mottled fall appearance is Cedar 
Elm. The furrowed, scaly bark is nothing like a sycamore’s, 
nor are the comparatively tiny, inch-and-a-half-long, double-
toothed, oblong leaves. Beginning in late September, a few 
leaves at a time change to yellow, then to tan, before eventually 
falling. Other leaves on the same tree remain green later, so the 
canopy has an appealing speckled appearance, like a pointillist 
painting, through the fall. By November the leaves that remain 
are usually all gold, and a breezy day may send the tiny leaves 
twirling down like confetti.

Cedar Elms are the only native Texas elms that bloom in late 
summer and fall. Finches feed upon the seeds, which ripen in 
fall. Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers seem especially fond of Cedar 
Elms; you can often see the neat horizontal rows of sap wells 
these woodpeckers have drilled into the trunk.

In the Hill Country, Cedar Elms grow in the deeper, wetter 
soils of draws and canyons, though they don’t tolerate long 
saturation as well as sycamores and cypresses. East of 
Austin, in former Blackland Prairie soils, Cedar Elms are 
more widespread. They are sometimes the dominant trees 
in woodlands there, or they share canopy space with Sugar 
Hackberries (also called Sugarberries). Both species will 
overrun prairies when wildfires are suppressed. You can see 
examples of this at McKinney Falls State Park and around 
Granger Lake.

The two species are easy to distinguish now, even from a 
distance, because hackberry leaves will usually turn pale lime-
green before they fall, without the rich gold or tan tones of the 
elm. At close range, Sugar Hackberry differs in having smooth 
gray bark with many corky bumps, like warts.

The fruits of Sugar Hackberries are favorites of migrating 
orioles – though you’ll probably need to wait until next August 
and September to see them. The berries may be gone by now, 
but Sugar Hackberries are frequent hosts of Mistletoe, whose 
leafy clumps become obvious once the trees’ leaves fall away.  
Mistletoe fruits are favorites of many berry-eaters, including 
Eastern Bluebirds and Cedar Waxwings.

reprinted from November 2003
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Among the last of the deciduous trees to change colors, Texas 
Red Oaks (or Spanish Oaks) begin to turn in November, usually 
reaching full color around Thanksgiving. Blotches of red-brown 
– sometimes orange, sometimes crimson – appear among the 
persistent greens of the Ashe Junipers and Plateau Live Oaks 
of the Hill Country. Big Spanish Oaks will mingle with Cedar 
Elms and Arizona Walnuts in canyon bottoms, but smaller multi-
trunked Spanish Oaks also form nearly pure stands higher on 
the slopes, where seeps at the upper edges of impermeable rock 
strata provide extra moisture. These reddish bands and blotches 
on the canyonsides indicate prime nesting habitat for Golden-
cheeked Warblers. Watch for them there when they return from 
Mexico and Central America next March.

This is, of course, only a sampling of the diversity of trees with 
which central Texans are blessed. November and December are 
good times to rejoice in those blessings.

Naturalist’s Calendar, continued from page 4

SUCCESS DEPENDS ON THE RIGHT CHOICES.
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Helping you make the right choices is what our financial 
consultants do best.

2007 A.G. Edwards & Sons, Inc. • Member SIPC • agedwards.com 

Michael Portman
Financial Consultant

Vice President - Investments

301 Congress Avenue, Suite 100

Austin, TX 787745

(512) 472-6852

michael.portman@agedwards.com

THE DAN CALLAWAY 
   R E P O RTDan Callaway,

photo by Robert Baumgardner

EMAIL BLASTS FROM TRAVIS AUDUBON
Are you getting the Emails from Travis Audubon Society? 
We send weekly emails each Monday to our TAS members. 
We have about 100 people who have email addresses that 
are bouncing back. If you are not getting your weekly email, 
please contact the TAS office at 300-BIRD to provide us 
with a current email address. Thank you.

Participants: Homer Cunningham, Catfish Kelly and Dan Cal-
laway
Target bird: Common Loon (not found)

To our disappointment, the river trail below the dam was 
closed due to a high outflow and the Corps of Engineers 

didn’t want to continue making rescues. Recent floods which 
raised the lake level by forty feet damaged all parks. Union 
Grove boat ramp was open but the toilet was totaled and the 
gatehouse high water mark was at the light switch on the wall. 
We walked the trail in Union Grove WMA. The entire flats 
was devoid of anything green except a row of Willow trees 
and a few re-emerging buttonbushes. The marshy area did 
reveal an occasional Wilson’s Snipe and the water’s edge had 
three Ospreys and several Great Egrets and Great Blue Herons. 
Overhead were migrating Cave and Barn Swallows.  

Our birdiest stop was not around the lake, but along Amity Rd 
which had Mourning Doves, scissortails, cardinals, chickadees, 
titmice (Black-crested), mockingbirds, cowbirds, Lark Spar-
rows, Bewick’s Wren, shrike, hummingbird, and a mystery 
flycatcher, (Olive-sided or Pewee). Near the entrance to Chalk 
Ridge Falls we spotted a Western Scrub-jay. Other notable birds 
around the lake were Double-crested Cormorant, Cattle Egret, 
Turkey and Black Vulture, Red-tailed Hawk, Killdeer, Spotted 
Sandpiper, Chimney Swift and American Crow. 

Total species: Thirty-four
Best birds: Osprey and Wilson’s Snipe
Dominant species: Black Vulture

Birding to Stillhouse Hollow Lake - 9/26/07

Identification Day
Sunday, November 18, 2007
1:00 - 5:00 PM
Location: Texas Memorial Musem 
Have you ever wondered about a fossil you’ve found? Then 
bring it with you to Identification Day. Scientists and ex-
perts from all over Central Texas are on hand to look at and 
identify natural objects (fossils, bones, rocks, gems, etc.).

Scientists from Texas Natural Science Center’s Non-verte-
brate Paleontology Lab and Vertebrate Paleontology Lab, 
and Texas Natural History Collections are present at each 
ID Day, along with a variety of special guest experts from 
The University of Texas at Austin and the Austin area. This 
event is scheduled twice a year.

The Texas Memorial Museum is the exhibit hall of the 
Texas Natural Science Center. It is located at 2400 Trin-
ity Street, on The University of Texas at Austin campus, in 
Austin, Texas.
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TAS News and Notes
BUY YOUR DUCK STAMP NOW
 
The 2007-2008 Migratory Bird Hunting and Conservation 
Stamp, better known as the “duck stamp,” is now on sale 
across the country. Featuring a pair of Ring-necked Ducks, 
the stamp costs $15. 
 
Since the 1930s, sales of duck stamps have raised more 
than $700 million for conservation. Winnie Burkett of 
the Houston Audubon Society reports that about 98% of 
this revenue has gone to the Migratory Bird Conservation 
Fund, which has used it to acquire over 5.2 million acres of 
valuable wetland and grassland habitat. Sales of duck stamp 
currently raise about $25 million each year. 
 
Even if you’re not a hunter, these stamps have value. First 
and foremost, they’re an important source of conservation 
funding. They make great collectibles. They can be used 
to decorate your birding gear. And the frugal birder can 
use them from July 2007 through June 2008 to gain free 
admission to national wildlife refuges that would otherwise 
charge entry fees. 
 
You can buy stamps at most large post offices, visitor 
centers at national wildlife refuges, Bass Pro Shops, Wal-
Marts, K-Marts, and many other sporting-goods stores. 
 
More stamp news - the Post Office has just issued a set of 
first-class stamps celebrating the ecological importance 
of pollinators. Pollinators serve a major role in our 
environment: they visit more than three-quarters of 
flowering plants, including crops worth some $15 billion.  
But many of them are now in serious trouble. Using 
the pollinator stamps helps call attention both to their 
importance and to their plight. Pollinators featured on 
the stamps are the Calliope Hummingbird, the Southern 
Dogface (a common butterfly in Central Texas), the Lesser 
Long-nosed Bat, and Morrison’s Bumblebee.

Membership Demographics Survey

As a member of Travis Audubon Society and/or National 
Audubon Society you probably are familiar with the 

benefits of gathering knowledge about the birds of our area. 
Gathering information about the composition, structure, natural 
history, and needs of our avian communities allows us and 
future generations to better conserve and enjoy them.

Well, the same can be said of membership driven groups such as 
public radio or, you guessed it, Travis Audubon Society (TAS). 
Our members are what make this chapter of the Audubon 
Society great. Gathering information about the general make-
up of the membership allows us to better serve you, the 
members, and better function as a society chapter. A happy and 
strong membership allows TAS to be a grand force for avian 
conservation in Central Texas as well as a fun community of 
bird-lovers, naturalists, and conservationists. TAS is a diverse 
community, having members with different backgrounds, 
experience, goals, and creative ideas. Every member has much 
to offer TAS and Central Texas.

Information gathered through this survey will not only help 
TAS better reach each of our members, but also will help us 
successfully compete for grant monies and other programs 
to broaden the Chapter’s impact in Central Texas. Many 
applications for grants and other assistance require (or at the 
least benefit from) a detailed knowledge of the Chapter’s 
demographics. This survey will help TAS compete for 
assistance monies much more effectively and extend that benefit 
to the birds of our area and those who enjoy them.

Please take the time to complete this survey so that we can 
make your membership as fulfilling as possible. We are striving 
for 100% completion by our members. Please also fill out one 
survey form per member, including each person in a household 
or other type of membership. Thank you from the Membership 
Committee!

Membership Committee Members

Jacque Austin       Frances Cerbins       Nancy Manning       
Karen Marks        Marsha May             Jake McCumber
Important Notice: The information gathered in this survey 
will not be used outside of Travis Audubon Society in any way. 
No personal information will be sold or otherwise distributed 
outside of the chapter. The sole intention of this survey is to 
better serve our membership and realize the chapter goals by 
learning more about our members. 

Take survey by going to this web site address:  
www.questionpro.com/akira/TakeSurvey?id=781453&response
Check=false

TAS SPEAKERS BUREAU FORMING
More members sought! Travis Audubon receives many 
requests for speakers on topics such as backyard birding, 
hummingbirds, gardening for birds, birding for kids, raptors, 
Central Texas birds, and others. Because we have many 
knowledgeable birders and naturalists in our chapter, we are 
building a speakers bureau of willing and available chapter 
members who could, from time to time, fill a request for a 
TAS speaker. 
 
No formal speaking experience or training is required, just 
knowledge of and enthusiasm about your topic. Travis 
Audubon will provide you with any needed materials and 
literature about our chapter. If you have any interest in 
this type of volunteer service, please send an e-mail to 
info(at)travisaudubon.org and provide the following brief 
information about yourself: name, contact information, area of 
expertise, and when you’re available.
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Birder’s Exchange Equipment Drive

What’s on your wish list for Christmas? A new 
spotting scope? Zeiss or Swarovski binoculars to 
replace your “beginning birder” pair? Ever wonder 

how you can make a difference in protecting the birds that 
we love to watch but don’t know what you can do to help the 
most? Well, have we got a deal for you! Birder’s Exchange will 
help you give to others and provide you with a great reason for 
treating yourself to something new. 

In June, eighteen TAS members traveled to Panama for an 
unbelievable week of birding. The trip was truly a “once in a 
lifetime experience”. Many of us came back with an additional 
two hundred or more species added to our life lists. The 
guides were phenomenal. They were so intimately connected 
to their environment that they could hear and see birds that 
we would have otherwise missed. While we were there, we 
had the opportunity to spend an evening with the president 
of the Panama Audubon Society and listen to the impressive 
achievements that they have accomplished with little funding 
and sheer hard work. We realized that many researchers, 
educators, and conservationists work without the most basic 
equipment.

Visiting Panama, we realized how imperative it is that we have 
a global focus in preserving habitat for the wildlife we love 
so much. The same pressures that we see in our country are 

also apparent throughout the entire Central America region as 
they struggle to improve their economies and provide jobs and 
adequate infrastructure for their growing population.  

The Latin American committee has decided to help Birder’s 
Exchange this year with an equipment drive. “To successfully 
address neotropical migratory bird issues, good science and 
public awareness are essential. The Birder’s Exchange donations 
help our Latin American partners to develop local conservation 
strategies, and to educate local citizens about bird conservation 
and ecosystem-wide habitat protection.

We need your used binoculars, spotting scopes, tripods, digital 
cameras, backpacks, laptop computers, GPS units and field 
guides—both North American and Neotropic—as well as 
ornithology texts. It’s important that the equipment be in good 
condition.

Bring your equipment to the next TAS monthly meeting, or call 
any Latin American committee member –someone can pick up 
your equipment. Money is also appreciated—a $20 donation may 
actually be worth $30 or more to Birder’s Exchange.    

So…what’s Santa going to bring you now??

Penny Potter

So what’s Hornsby Bend’s future? Well, it’ll be open for 
birding tomorrow. It’ll be open next month, too. And 
likely next year. But based on what’s been happening...

well, that’s enough to give pause for thought. If you’ve visited 
the facility lately, you can’t help but have noticed the new visi-
tor control arrangements. The Austin Police Department’s or-
dered the installation of over $100,000 in new fencing and other 
security measures. There’s now a guard shack at the entrance. 
At higher securty levels (orange and up), plans call for closing 
the facility to the public. The industrial area, where Dillo Dirt 
is produced, is already off-limits and has been for quite a while. 
And much of Lagoon 1 West (including some of the best shore-
bird areas) is now off-limits as well. So, are still more security 
measures contemplated?   
Let’s not forget that the airport isn’t far away. Managers there 
have expressed occasional concern over the possibility of bird 
strikes. That’s not likely. Hornsby Bend’s been in operation for 
nearly half a century with no serious incidents involving Berg-
strom (the jet that crashed in one of the lagoons does’t count).  
But the bureaucratic mind can be a stubborn thing.  
 
And there’s a new housing development going up directly 
across FM 973, virtually adjacent to Hornsby Bend. Neighbors 
already in the area have been complaining for years about the 
Hornsby Bend facility. With new, closer neighbors, we can 

only assume that pressures will increase. According to Kevin 
Anderson, Coordinator of the Center for Environmental Research, 
all this is causing the Hornsby Bend staff great concern–enough 
concern that a new sign’s been erected explicitly warning about 
Hornsby Bend’s mission: treating waste. The staff wants to ensure 
that people know what’s there before they buy. Whether this will 
do the trick...well, we’ll see. 

Finally, Kevin Anderson warns that the Hornsby Bend staff are 
becoming increasingly irritated with birders. In the past, workers 
could see birders striving to improve the facility: clearing trails, 
planting gardens, erecting Chimney Swift towers and Purple 
Martin houses – things like that. Travis Audubon even used to 
help with the appreciation barbecues for Hornsby Bend work-
ers. But now only a few birders, at best, turn out for the monthly 
workdays. Structures like the bird observation blind are slowly 
becoming derelict. The barbecues are a thing of the past. 

So what to do? We’re going to hold a meeting at the Center for 
Environmental Research on Saturday, November 10, at 11:30am, 
just after the monthly bird survey. Free pizza will be available. 
And we’ll talk with Kevin Anderson and each other to learn about 
the facility’s problems and try to develop solutions. If you’re 
interested in Hornsby Bend’s future, we urge you to attend. For 
more information: John Kelly, jfkellyaustin53(at)hotmail.com.   

John Kelly

Hornsby Bend News
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Monthly Meeting Information
TAS Regular Monthly Meeting - November 15, 2007

7:00 pm (doors open at 6:30 pm for social time)

Program begins at 7:00 pm. Location: LCRA Board Room, 3700 Lake Austin Blvd. The board room is in the Hancock 
Building, the middle building in the courtyard. We’ll be in the room on the left upon entering. Parking available in the 
adjacent garage and lots. Refreshments provided.

Guest Speaker: Sonia Ortiz
El Cielo, a Model for Sustainable Development 
Through Birding in Tamaulipas Mexico

Ms. Ortiz will talk about El Cielo Biosphere Reserve located in 
the State of Tamaulipas in northeast Mexico, the northernmost 
cloud forest in the American Continent. This reserve is important 
not only because of its richness in biodiversity, but also for its 
role as a major watershed. 

Ms. Ortiz will tell the story of sustainable development through 
nature toursim efforts carried out in the area since 2003, 
including the training of local birding and butterfly watching 
guides and the festivals that are held every year in El Cielo. 

Her presentation will include pictures of the beautiful landscape 
and some of the most representative birds, including endemics 
such as Altamira Yellowthroat and Bronze-winged Woodpecker.

Ms. Ortiz was born and raised in Monterrey, Mexico. She received 
her chemistry degree from the University of Colorado in 1983. 
Since 1996 she has been actively involved in conservation and 
sustainable development projects throughout Northeast Mexico 
such as the Kemp´s Ridley Sea Turtle Recovery Team and  
Laguna Madre´s Management Plan. She is founder and President 
of Gestoria Mexicana de Turismo Sustentable A.C. She is the 
author of Tamaulipas Birding and Butterfly Map, and is currently 
working, as a co-author, on Northeast Mexico Birding Guide, to be 
published in 2008.

Travis Audubon Society Annual Holiday Party
FUN, FOOD, FRIENDS, & FEATHERS!!

This year’s holiday party promises to be a hoot. We will be entertained by the Texas Parks and Wildlife All Stars, 
the house band for Texas Parks and Wildlife. We will feast on tapas and imbibe on beer, wine, sodas and bird 

friendly coffee. Dress is casual so leave those binoculars at home. Support TAS and its conservation efforts by 
participating in the silent auction and shopping in our tax-free market.

We are seeking volunteers for party setup, cleanup, serving and for the silent 
auction. If you can help, please contact the TAS office at 300-2473 or by e-mail: 
info@travisaudubon.org. 

 Sunday, December 9, 5-8:00 pm
         First Unitarian Universalist Church of Austin
 4700 Grover Ave., Austin 78756
 Suggested Donation for adults: $10

As this year comes to a close, we humbly ask for your continuing support for Travis Audubon Society. As you read in the first page article, 
we must raise the all-important general operating funds to continue our work. Your contributions to Travis Audubon are well-spent on our 
programs and activities. Our Board, committee chairs and small staff work hard to deliver a rich array of programs – classes, field trips, 
citizen science projects, small grants to local conservation organizations, our own conservation efforts including the maintenance of our 
sanctuaries, this newsletter, just to name a few. When you receive our annual appeal, we hope that you will feel that these efforts are worth 
your generous support. On behalf of the Travis Audubon Society Board of Directors, we thank you for your continuing support.

TAS Annual Appeal
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Notes from Chaetura Canyon
The local avian productivity was high this year as we were 

inundated with fledgling Western Scrub-Jays, Northern 
Cardinals, House Finches, Carolina Chickadees and 

Black-crested Titmice. One fledgling Titmouse sported a dapper 
rufous colored crest instead of the normal dark grey. Rufous-
crowned Sparrows enjoyed the bounty provided by the heavily 
seeding grasses. They and both Golden-fronted and Ladder-
backed Woodpeckers produced double broods. Keeping the 
peanut butter feeding logs full for the woodpeckers was nearly 
a full-time job. Northern Cardinals also relished the peanut 
butter mix.  They continued to fatten new fledglings into late 
September. We had a fair number of fledgling Common Grackles 
trailing their parents during the mid to late summer months. This 
pleased us because the Common Grackles are on the National 
Audubon watch list for declining birds (go figure!)

The Sanctuary’s namesake, Chaetura pelagica (Chimney Swifts) 
fared exceptionally well. Fourteen of the sixteen towers on the 
property were occupied by nesting pairs. In the two 20-ft tall 
Observation towers on the residence broods of six and five 
young were successfully raised and fledged. Two roosts totaling 
more than 200 swifts occupied the North Observation Tower and 
the Castle Tower prior to migration in October.  

We would be remiss if we did not mention the breeding success 
of Rock Squirrels this year. These attractive and personable 
mammals were present on the property in the early 1970s, 
but had virtually disappeared with the rapid development of 
the surrounding subdivision and influx of domestic cats and 
dogs.  A recent increase in Gray Foxes and Coyotes in the area 
seem to have cut back on the feral canine and feline population 
– allowing the Rock Squirrel population to rebound.

A new trail was opened on the upper elevation of the Sanctuary.  
It has been named the Fox Den Loop because it passes by a 
traditional Grey Fox den. This easily walk-able trail has been a 
favorite with visitors who prefer not to hike the steep and more 
strenuous Canyon Rim Trail.

We were pleased to host a contingency of biologists from the 
Balcones Canyonlands Conservation Plan (BCCP) who came 

to see the 20-year-old grove of young Red Oaks and enjoy 
the Chimney Swifts going to roost at dusk. We are delighted 
that since Chaetura Canyon has become a TAS Sanctuary, we 
are now a formal partner with the BCCP. This will allow us to 
share resources for habitat restoration and preservation over the 
coming years.

In August we held the first “Second Saturday Swift Watch”.  
The deck overlooking the canyon was filled with TAS members 
who marveled at the swirling flock of Chimney Swifts that call 
the Sanctuary “home”. We plan to offer this event monthly in 
2008 from April through September. This event also includes 
a Native Plant Sale of species propagated from plants on the 
Sanctuary. Stay tuned to future issues of Signal Smoke and the 
TAS web site for more information on how to participate in this 
popular event. 

An inaugural “Dinner 
with the Swifts” fund-
raiser was held on 
Friday and Saturday 
nights of September 
14th and 15th. These 
events booked up 
quickly and raised 
considerable funds 
for maintenance and 
continuing programs 
at Chaetura Canyon.  
Participants were 
treated to a nature 
walk, drinks on the 
deck, a home-cooked 
dinner prepared 
by Georgean and a 
finale of more than 170 Chimney Swifts 
putting on an impressive aerial display before going to roost at 
dusk.

The Fall Nestbox Workshop took place in October signaling an 
end to the year’s events at Chaetura Canyon.

Georgean and Paul Kyle
Sanctuary Stewards

Business Members
Travis Audubon is delighted to 

recognize its Business Members:

Capital Printing Co.
Jeff Baker Stanberry Realtors

Mundy & Singley, LLP
Powell, Ebert & Smolik, PC

To learn about the benefits of supporting Travis Audubon as a Business Member, 
please go to www.travisaudubon.org and click on Business Members, or contact 

Travis Audubon at 512.300.BIRD (2473).

Photo credit: Paul Kyle
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AUSTIN 
CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT

Saturday, December 15, 2007

Surprise! It is time to schedule Christmas Bird Counts 
on your calendars. This year, the Austin Christmas 

Bird Count will be held on the traditional first Saturday 
of the CBC count window, December 15, 2007. As 
always, everyone is invited, and all birding skill levels 
are encouraged to participate! Shawn Ashbaugh and Scott 
Young have once again teamed as co-compilers, and over 
the next several months, they will be your contacts for 
area assignments and specific questions regarding the 
count and the countdown/dinner. Like last year, this year’s 
communication will all be done entirely via email, so if 
you know of someone who would like to participate but 
does not have email, please take a moment to forward 
this information on to them. Last year seventy observers 
counted 52,7287 birds of 138 species. LEAST GREBE, 
RED-BREASTED MERGANSER, VIRGINIA RAIL, 
and NASHVILLE WARBLER were some of the better 
finds. Our goal is always to attract 100 or more participants 
to the count. We are always looking for ways to increase 
attendance, so consider introducing someone new to the 
CBC this year! Although the total number of species is not 
directly related to the number of participants, it is certainly a 
more thorough count with more observers in the field.  

You can see the Austin CBC map at www.shawnashbaugh.
com/cbcinfo.htm. As in previous years, perennial leaders 
will be given the opportunity to “claim” their familiar 
areas for this year’s count, and we will assign additional 
participants to each area. Finally, remember that the 
participation fee is still $5.00 for each observer. The fees are 
necessary to publish the data and are not optional.

Shawn Ashbaugh  
Lead Austin CBC Compiler
sashbaugh(at)austin.rr.com
512.288.5172

GRANGER 
CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT

Saturday, January 5, 2008

Once again Scott Young and Shawn Ashbaugh have teamed 
with Granger area expert Tim Fennell to conduct this 

year’s Granger Christmas Bird Count (TXGR). This is our third 
year for the count, and we are very excited to continue this 
exciting and important addition to Audubon’s CBC. Birders of 
all skill levels are encouraged to participate. Granger Lake, in 
Williamson County, is approximately thirty-five miles northeast 
of Austin. Last year participants turned up threatened prairie 
species like MOUNTAIN PLOVER and SHORT-EARED OWL, 
and also found MOTTLED DUCK, PRAIRIE FALCON, nine 
BURROWING OWL, two RED-HEADED WOODPECKER, 
SEDGE WREN, HORNED LARK, SPRAGUE’S PIPIT, 
MCCOWN’S LONGSPUR, LAPLAND LONGSPUR, and 
eighteen total sparrow species, including seventy-two 
LECONTE’S SPARROW.

The Granger CBC area offers diverse habitat, and participants 
will have the opportunity to count open farmland, fresh 
water, riparian woodland, and Blackland Prairie habitat. We 
have created a webpage where Granger and other Central 
Texas CBC information will be accessible. The link is www.
shawnashbaugh.com/cbcinfo.htm.

Please check www.shawnashbaugh.com/cbcinfo.htm over the 
next several weeks for further details.

 
Scott Young 
Lead Granger CBC Compiler
birding-biker(at)austin.rr.com
512.293.9989

Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge
Friday, January 4, 2008. 
For information: John Kelly at jfkellyaustin53(at)hotmail.
com or Chuck Sexton at 339-9432, extension 30.

West Cave Preserve, December 17, 2007,
For information contact Dan Callaway, 
at morriscallaway(at)sbcglobal.net or 
John Ahrns at 830-825-3442

Jeff  Baker, REALTOR ®, Birder
Cell: (512) 619-7421
Fax: (512) 371-9952

4000 Duval St.    Austin TX 78751

SEARCH AREA LISTINGS @
jeff baker.stanberry.com

Also check out:
bakerproperties.biz & jeff bakerart.biz

Environment & Client Friendly

HybridRealtor@Stanberry.com

Christmas Bird Count Information

Additional Local CBCs:
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The Jollyville Plateau Salamander (JPS) is a small 
salamander found in caves, springs and spring runs in 
the Northern Segment of the Edwards Aquifer. The JPS 

has no formal state or federal protection however, in June 2005 
the Save Our Springs Alliance submitted a petition to the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service to list this species as threatened or 
endangered. Major threats to the JPS include degradation of 
water quality and quantity due to urban development. The JPS 
requires a consistent flow of clear, clean water. Threats to water 
quality from urbanization include decreased flow from springs 
and caves due to increasing impervious cover that prevents 
infiltration of rain- water. Some urban contributions to spring 
flow, such as wastewater discharges and stormwater runoff, 
adversely impact water quality and decrease habitat stability 
(bank erosion, flooding, etc.). Increased sedimentation from 
erosion is a major water quality threat to the JPS because it fills 
interstitial spaces where the JPS and its prey base (small aquatic 
invertebrates) live.

The JPS has been found in nine surface watersheds including 
Cypress Creek. For the majority of known JPS sites, the 
headwaters of the surface streams are developed or slated for 
development, and only a few sites appear to be within existing 
preserves, like the springs at the Travis Audubon Society Baker 
Sanctuary. However, little is known of how water recharges 
and flows through the subsurface in the Northern Segment of 
the Edwards Aquifer or the travel time of groundwater as it 
recharges and moves to discharge points. Often, groundwater in 
karst flows in patterns contrary to surface drainage, including 
crossing surface water drainage boundaries, so the sources and 
movements of groundwater to springs and caves inhabited by the 
JPS are poorly understood.  

Baker Sanctuary News
The City of Austin has set up a pilot project that calls for the 
injection of fluorescent dye tracers at various sites and monitoring 
recovery at other outlets. These injections and recoveries will lay 
the groundwork and begin to delineate groundwater flowpaths for 
springs in the north Austin area with an emphasis on developing 
information that will assist in effective management of the 
salamanders, but which will also assist in the protection of a 
regional water supply.  

The dyes that are to be injected have been previously used 
as groundwater tracers and none are known to contain toxic 
ingredients or to result in adverse impacts. Wherever possible, the 
dye will be injected into cave streams, or flushed into sinkholes 
or cave entrances at multiple sites to simultaneously trace 
different injection locations to the discharge points. Then packets 
of activated charcoal will be placed at all accessible sites where 
the dye will likely discharge, such as at the Baker and Audubon 
Springs at the Sanctuary. The packets, along with water samples, 
will be collected at regular intervals and replaced with new 
packets and additional water samples until the dye has passed the 
site or there is a reasonable certainty that the dye will not appear 
at the site. The water samples and charcoal packets collected 
will then be tested for the presence or absence of dye. Once the 
presence of dye has been confirmed, additional tracer tests will be 
conducted to delineate each spring’s groundwater drainage divide.  
(This article was taken from Hydrologic Delineation of Habitat 
and Management Zones for Rare Cave and Spring Salamander in 
Austin, Texas Area, by Lisa O’Donnell and George Veni, PH.D.). 

Sanctuary Closed Reminder
The Sanctuary is now closed. We will reopen on February 2, 
2008. Thank you all for your patience and continued support.

John Wilcox
TAS-Baker Sanctuary Steward

Ursula Kramer Turns 100
Ursula Kramer of Burnet, a former Austin resident and one of the grandes dames of Central Texas birding, celebrated her 100th birthday 
on Septemer 16. Friends can send greetings to her at her new address: Pafford Place, 615 CR 340A, Burnet, Texas 78611. Here’s what she 
wrote for the occasion in the Great Blue Herald, the newsletter of the Highland Lakes Birding and Wildflower Society.
 
I am now a centagenarian...and the celebration is over!! My sons Matt and his wife Suszanne from Houston; Tony, wife Susan, and grand-
son Nick from Austin; and my niece Inge Abicht and godchild Ursula Pohlsen from Munich, Germany, were all here for the party. Thank 
you to those from the Highland Lakes Birding and Wildflower Society who joined us, and thank you for the cards and notes you have sent 
to me. It has made reaching 100 a reality. When asked to write something for the Great Blue Herald newsletter, I penned the following: 

I WARN you! Don’t get to be 100 years old!! If you are not all the time in bed but can still walk around, they expect you to be pleased 
that they visit you to say “Happy Birthday.” They think that you have plenty of time to talk to them. They stay two or even three hours 
and prevent you from getting some rest. They use your bathroom and don’t let you go yourself. Finally they leave when already the next 
visitors have been sitting on your sofa for an hour. Then the newspaper people come and stay for dinner. On Sunday they have a dinner 
in your honor after Church. Everybody brings his or her camera. Your smile is permanently printed on your face. Several times a day you 
have to blow out candles on a piece of cake but your breath is not strong enough, though you try again and again. Finally, I learned instead 
to wave my hand (hard back and forth) and that blew out the candles!! Now a week later, you ask me to write about it - and you start it all 
over again. 

But - Thank You, Thank You!! And now I can go back to counting the goats in the neighboring pasture. There are sixteen today (two new-
born ones) and to watch the birds at my feeder! 
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TAS Events - Nov 2007
Saturday, November 3

9:00 am to 4:00 pm

   Saturday, November 10 
7 am and 4:00 pm

Saturday, November 17 
7:30 am to Noon

Saturday, November 24
  

NatureFest 2007 at Fisherman’s Park in Bastrop 
Please make plans to attend Nature Fest 2007 and Texas Parks and Wildlife - Texas Paddling Trail Project 
which will launch the first of three Bastrop Paddling Trails. There will be nature exhibits, events and activi-
ties for the whole family. 

Paddle 6 miles of the Colorado River from Fisherman’s Park through the historic El Camino Real Crossing 
segment to the Lost Pines Recreational Trails river access point near Tahitian Village. Hike the Colorado 
River Refuge operated by the Pines and Prairies Land Trust before returning to NatureFest. This will be an 
event “on your own”, without Travis Audubon field trip guides. Look for us to highlight other local events 
where your attendance makes a difference! For more info contact Denise Rodgers at 512-303-7858 or Steve 
Box at 512-300-6609. E-mail: NatureFest(at)att.net

Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend 
Contact Eric Carpenter at ecarpe(at)gmail.com for more information. Sponsored monthly by the Hornsby 
Bend Bird Observatory.

Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend
Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend, led by Ingrid Huskey, Kirsti Harms, Stan Van Sandt, Daesene Will-
mann. Austin’s premier birding site. No registration required. Contact fieldtrips at travisaudubon.org for 
more information. More information and directions to the site can be found here.

Thanksgiving weekend.
No fields trips, instead walk off some of that feast at your favorite birding site!

The Field Trips Committee has a new email address - please feel free to use it. It is fieldtrips(at)travisaudubon.org.  

TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY NATURE BOOK CLUB

We invite you to join the Travis Audubon Society Nature Book Club, which is usually held the 4th Thursday of 
every month at 7:00 pm at BookPeople ( at 6th and Lamar, thank you BookPeople!). The group is informal 
and fun, and you can choose to go to all the meetings and discuss all the books, or you can pick and choose 

the meetings featuring books you would like to discuss. You do not have to have read the book to attend. In the coming 
months we’re reading:

Nov 29, 2007 - Bird-Witched by Marjorie Adams (2005)
December 2007 and January 2008 - No book club meetings, we’re on vacation!

This selection is tentative! Before you commit to reading a book for a particular month, you may want to call Terry 
Banks at 451-6302 or e-mail tessiembanks(at)msn.com to find out if the book is still current.  
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TAS Events - Dec 2007
Saturday, December 1 

8 am to 2 pm

Saturday, December 10
7 am & 4 pm

Peaceful Springs Nature Preserve with optional photography workshop
Led by Kathy McCormack.
Registration required. TAS will have access to this private property next to the Flying X tract of the Balcones 
Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge (west of Lago Vista). Habitat includes hilltop grassland/savannah and two 
canyon woodlands. The trails provide relatively easy walking, with a few steep and narrow sections on the way in 
and out of the canyons, and a wet creek crossing is possible. Over a dozen species of sparrows can be expected.  
Bring water/snack/lunch/hat. Field trip participants can spend Friday night in a small, full-feature cabin that 
sleeps up to eight ($40/person/night) or pitch a tent near a pavilion equipped with water hoses, electrical outlets, 
bathroom/shower, and a small kitchen ($15/person/night), or they can arrive on Saturday morning. More details 
on the preserve can be found at www.peacefulspringsnp.com.

The photography workshop ($55/person, limited to 8 people maximum) will be offered by Karen Kilfeather 
(www.kilfeatherphotos.com) and begin with a slide show introduction to photography basics on Saturday, 
December 1st at 7:00 pm in the pavilion. Again, photography workshop participants can spend Saturday night in 
the cabin or tent camping near the pavilion, or they can arrive on Sunday morning when Karen will continue the 
workshop from 8:00 am – 12:00 pm. Workshop topics include exposure, composition, types of light, blinds, and 
types of gear. Participants should already know the basic functions of their camera and they should bring their 
camera manual. Contact Kathy McCormack (VEFL21(at)yahoo.com, (c) 698-9880) for more information or to 
register for this field trip and/or photography workshop.

Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend
Contact Eric Carpenter at ecarpe(at)gmail.com for more information. Sponsored monthly by the Hornsby Bend 
Bird Observatory.

There will be no other field trips organized for December after the Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby 
Bend. The Christmas Bird Count season runs from December 14th through January 5th. Please watch  
Signal Smoke and the Travis Audubon Society website for details of the CBCs in our area and sign up 
for one!

About TAS Field Trips  All TAS field trips are open to members and nonmembers and to experienced and inexperienced birders. Wear appro-
priate clothing and walking shoes, and bring binoculars and water. Unless otherwise noted, field trips are free. For complete, up-to-date information 
on field trips, including cancellations due to weather or other circumstances, please check the TAS website at www.travisaudubon.org. Because of 
the publication schedule of the newsletter, things can change. If you do not have Internet access, please contact the person(s) listed with the event 
description.

About Hornsby Bend  Maps and other information about the Hornsby Bend facility may be found on the Hornsby Bend website at www.
hornsbybend.org

Local CBC dates and contacts listed on page 10. 

For more information and background on 
Christmas Bird Counts please visit: 

http://www.audubon.org/bird/cbc/
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     Program Committee: meets on the 2nd Monday of each month, contact: Ann Gardner, anngardner(at)hotmail.com

TAS Board of Directors: meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month (except for December), contact: Marsha May, 300-BIRD

Urban Habitat Development Group: meets on the 3rd Monday of each month, contact: Jane Tillman, 794-0058

Education Committee: meets on the 3rd Monday of each month, contact: Byron Stone, 970-5154

Latin America Committee Meeting: meets most 3rd Wednesdays, contact: Penny Potter, pfpotter(at)austin.rr.com

TAS Regular Monthly Meeting: meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month except for June, July & August

Bird Records Committee: meets on the 4th Thursday of the month, contact: Ethel Kutac, 346-7659

TAS Nature Book Club Meeting: the 4th Thursday of the month at 7:00 pm at BookPeople, contact: tessiembanks(at)msn.com

Ongoing TAS Meetings

TAS Supporters!!
We thank these person and groups who generously made 

recent contributions to Travis Audubon Society (as of 
press time):

General
Carroll Price
Lela Jane Tinstman

Audubon Adventure Kits
Barbara Anderson
Julia & Andy Balinsky
Anne Donovan

Chaetura Canyon
Barbara Anderson
Jane Anderson
Wayne Bartholomew
Ann & Don Connell
Anne & John Donovan
William & Ann Edwards
Sam & Maydelle Fason
Kay & Joe Hart
Meta Hunt & Trent Miller
Blanca Juarez
Loomis Austin
Cindy Noland
Mary Thorpe Parker
Nancy Podio
Jorjanna Price 
Timothy Stuart
Jane Tillman & Mark Lyon
Daphne Vaughan

Matching Gift Program
Sun Microsystems, Inc.

Painted Bunting Membership
Mary Booth
Leigh Hablinski
Mark McClelland
Anna Faye Peterson
Daesene Willmann

Vireo Membership
Frances & Oskar Cerbins
Sam & Kristin Fason
Sarah Heather
Joanna Hitchcock 
Dale Jaroszewski
Gray Jolink
Stephen Monti & Susan Mynarcik
Penny Potter

Warbler Membership
Valarie Bristol

Youth Birding Camp Scholarships
Alicia Nelson
Lily Ralfs

In Memory of Jim Kile
Johanna Oswald

A Big Thank You goes out to Wheatsville Food Co-op for donating 
snacks and juice to our Youth Birding Camp, 2007. Please show your 
appreciation by shopping at and becoming a member of the Co-op.

ANTARCTICA 2009

The description “trip of a lifetime” is overused, but not in the 
case of Antarctica, South Georgia, and the Falkland Islands. 

Taken together, these destinations are unique because of the 
incredible bird and wildlife spectacles found there: thousands of 
penguins and seabirds; up to five species of albatrosses—includ-
ing the amazing Wandering and Royal albatrosses; six species 
of penguins; and beaches clad in elephant seals and fur seals. 
As incredible as the wildlife is, the scenery is equally wonder-
ful. Beautiful wave-sculpted icebergs, ice-clogged waterways, 
and glacier-covered landscapes provide scenes of overpowering 
beauty. The history of exploration is gripping—especially the 
story of Shackleton’s epic journey of survival.

Victor Emanuel Nature Tours has been taking birders and nature 
enthusiasts to Antarctica and South Georgia for over twenty 
years. However, this voyage will be particularly special because 
VENT has reserved its largest allotment in years exclusively for 
VENT customers. The benefits of a large allotment are greater 
flexibility in scheduling, and joining in the camaraderie of a ship 
full of people who are all there for the same reasons. Especially 
exciting is the promise of an all-star cast of leaders that includes 
Victor Emanuel, Kenn Kaufman, John Fitzpatrick (Director of the 
Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology), Barry Lyon, Lars Jonsson, 
Michael O’Brien, and Louise Zemaitis. An added bonus is the 
addition of Kitty Coley and John Harrison as expert members of 
our staff. Kitty is an accomplished geologist and tour leader with 
much Antarctic experience, while John brings superior knowl-
edge of human history and exploration of the region.

Our Antarctic cruise will operate January 5-26, 2009, from Ush-
uaia, Argentina. Our vessel is now the 122-passenger Clipper Ad-
venturer. Berths start at $15,595 in double occupancy. Register by 
December 1, 2007 and receive a $1,000 early booking discount.

VENT has offered to donate $500 to Travis Audubon for each 
signup by a Travis Audubon member. Call VENT at 328-5221 
or email info@ventbird.com for further details or to request an 
itinerary.
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Education Committee classes

Waterfowl Identification Class
Begin the new year by learning how to identify those ducks!  
If you’ve been walking around Town Lake and wondering 
what kind of ducks you see, this class will provide you with 
answers. Travis Audubon Society is pleased to announce that 
Jean Martin will again teach the Waterfowl Identification Class. 
Jean also teaches the Beginning Birding Class, and has eighteen 
years’ birding experience. This course will focus on ducks, 
grebes, geese and other waterfowl found in Texas, especially 
during the winter months. It is well suited for birders who have 
completed the Beginning Birding Class or for those who have 
ignored ducks because “all those females look alike.”

Lectures will be from 8 to 10 am on Saturdays, Jan. 19, Feb. 
2 and Feb. 16, in the Center for Environmental Research 
auditorium, at Hornsby Bend. Field trips will follow classes 
and will last until about 2 pm. Locations will be announced at 
class time. Participation in field trips is considered part of the 
class. Plan to bring a lunch to both classes. Tuition is $45 for 
Travis Audubon Society members and $60 for nonmembers.  
The class will be limited to fourteen participants. To register, 
e-mail waterfowlclass(at)austin.rr.com, or call Jean Martin at 
343-7053.

Sparrow Identification Class – “Spring” 2008
The spring 2008 Sparrow Identification Class will be taught 
again by Byron Stone. His previous classes have been well-
received!  Byron has been an avid birder and lister since the 
early 1970s. He became interested in sparrows when he found 
his first Fox Sparrow in a mixed winter flock near Luling 
twenty-five years ago. He spent much of the intervening two 

decades trying to figure out how to tell apart all those “little 
brown birds.” He has traveled all parts of Texas to observe 
and listen to birds and has seen all of the sparrows that occur 
regularly in Texas.  

Central Texas is one of the best places in North America to 
study native sparrows, and all of our native sparrows are here 
in good numbers in January and February. This class will help 
participants take advantage of that fact. Field trips will visit a 
variety of locales in the Austin area to maximize the number of 
species observed and enhance the opportunity for comparative 
study.

The class will focus primarily on field identification of the 
two dozen members of the family Emberizidae that occur 
regularly in Central Texas – everything on your checklist 
between Spotted Towhee and Dark-eyed Junco. There will be 
four Wednesday-night lectures, each followed by a Saturday-
morning field trip. Lectures will be from 7 to 9 pm on four 
separate Wednesdays from mid-January to late February, in 
north-central Austin. Details will be provided with registration. 
Check the TAS website in December for specific class dates.

This is a good class for people who already have some 
birding experience but want to refine their approach to the 
identification of sparrows, including subspecies. Byron 
also says it is a good class for “people who don’t mind 
tromping through some grass.” Sturdy footwear is strongly 
recommended! Tuition is $75 for TAS members and $90 for 
nonmembers. Contact Byron Stone, drbirdie(at)aol.com or 
451-3380 to register for the class or for more information. The 
class is limited to twelve participants.

Youth Education
What is an Adventure Kit and why does TAS provide them free 

of charge?

National Audubon Society explains: Audubon Adventures is an 
environmental education program for children in grades 3 to 5. 
Developed by professional environmental educators, Audubon 
Adventures presents basic, scientifically accurate facts about birds, 
wildlife, and their habitats. The program is used by classroom 
teachers, after-school program coordinators, special education 
instructors, language arts teachers, and homeschoolers. 

The goal of Audubon Adventures is to ensure a future with 
a community of enlightened and informed citizens aware of 
the environmental outcomes of each of their activities. It is a 
community with the knowledge, skills, and resources to make 
informed choices between alternative courses of action that result 
in minimizing the negative effects on our environment.

An Adventure Kit “brings Science to Life.” It integrates reading 
with science and other core disciplines. It meets the national 
science and language arts standards. Each kit contains:

• Audubon Adventures Nature News Tabloid, four editions,   
 32 copies of each edition
• A Classroom resource manual – containing curriculum   
 materials.
• Endangered habitat poster
• Guide for a healthy schoolyard
• Official certificate of participation

Topics of Kits include:
• Biodiversity and Classification: Birds, Cold-Blooded   
 Animals, Invertebrates, Mammals
• Sharing the Earth: Birds of Prey, Butterflies, Native Plants
• Cool Critters: Turtles, Waterbirds, Dragonflies &   
 Damselflies, Spiders
• Wings and Things: Bats, Bees, Backyard Nesting Birds,   
 Bills & Beaks, Feathers & Feet

TAS has a good problem. We ran out of Adventure Kits. So 
many teachers requested them that we spent all the money we 
had available in the budget for the Adventure Kits. We have 
many more requests for these wonderful enrichment tools. 
Please help support these efforts by “buying” an Adventure Kit 
at the Holiday Gala.
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Join your local Audubon chapter, Travis Audubon Society, 
by using the form at the right. Your dues will be put to use 
supporting local conservation, education, research projects, 

fi eld trips, and other Travis Audubon activities right here in 
Central Texas. We seek your support through your member-
ship in our local chapter. (To become a member of the national 
Audubon, please go to their Web site at www.audubon.org.)

Join Travis Audubon now and support
local birds, wildlife, and their habitats.
Travis Audubon Society chapter members receive six issues 
of this Signal Smoke newsletter, priority sign-ups on local fi eld 
trips, discounts on our educational classes, the opportunity 
to participate in our e-mail group and attend our wonderful 
monthly lectures, and more!

To join Travis Audubon Society:
Make your check payable to Travis Audubon Society and 
send it with this form to TAS Membership Secretary, P. O. Box 
40787, Austin, TX 78704, or join on-line using any major 
credit card by going to www.travisaudubon.org and clicking 
on Membership.

 T R A V I S  A U D U B O N  S O C I E T Y

Travis Audubon Society
YES! I want to enjoy the benefi ts of Travis Audubon 
Society chapter membership. Enroll me as a member of 
Travis Audubon Society. Enclosed is my check for:

  $12 Youth Membership (up to age 18)
  $25 Individual Membership
  $35 Family Membership
 $75 Painted Bunting Membership (bonus Travis 

Audubon T-shirt)
 $100 Vireo Membership (bonus T-shirt and book)
 $250 Warbler Membership (bonus T-shirt, book, and 

free workshop)
 $1,000 Lifetime Membership (bonus T-shirt, book, 

free work  shop, and listing in annual report)

 T-shirt size (for premium memberships)   __________________

  
  This is a gift membership from ________________________

Name _______________________________ Phone ________________

Address _____________________________________________________

City ____________________________ State _____ Zip _____________

Email  ______________________________________________________

     

Visit the TAS Web site:
www.travisaudubon.org


