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TA Monthly Meetings
d

Thursday, Sept 17 7:00pm
The Birds of Australia
Speaker: Jim deVries

Thursday, Oct 15, 7:00pm
An ABA Big Year
Speaker: Lynn Barber
Different locations for each meeting.
Complete details on Page 8
Please note venue is subject to change
Doors open at 6:30 pm for social time

d

VOLUME 58, NO. 9 & 10

Inspiring Conservation Through Birding

September/October 2009

Announcing the new Field Trip Leader
training Classes. Winter/Spring 2010

I

f you have been looking for a way to contribute more to Travis Audubon and
the birding community, but haven’t felt quite confident in your ability to lead
field trips on your own, this is the perfect opportunity for you. These classes will
consist of:





Three Austin area field trips led by some of our most experienced leaders
Two one-hour classes (both may be on the same evening)
An optional out-of-town field trip, possibly to the Lower Rio Grande Valley 		
or to the Texas coast during migration.

Tuition can be paid by co-leading field trips. There may be two separate classes, one
with three field trips on Tuesday and one with three on Saturday, participants may
go to any or all of them. We are hoping to begin the classes in winter and finish up
sometime in the spring, covering advanced birding techniques for both seasons and
for a variety of habitats, as well as useful tips on preparing for trips, using various
resources, using eBird to record trip lists, etc. The courses will be open to anyone,
but preference will be given to intermediate birders who have taken at least one
other TA course. Field trips are a great way to spread the Birding Word, and you
can learn to make your own contribution to this great project with the help of Travis
Audubon.
If you are interested, contact Stan VanSandt at empidider@yahoo.com for more
information. If enrollment is low the field trips may be opened to non-class
participants, but the classes will try to go forward even with minimal numbers.
Announcing Beginning Bird Walks
Thanks to Stan VanSandt, the Field Trip Committee is trying out a bird walk for
beginners. If you would like to
help with this new endeavor by
leading some beginning bird walks,
please contact Stan VanSandt at
empidider@yahoo.com.
The first Beginning Bird Walk will
be held on Saturday, September
12th, 9 am and 10:30 am at Zilker
Nature Center and will be led by
Stan VanSandt.
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From the Travis Audubon President

T

ravis Audubon has been a conservation organization from its early founding.
Education and field trips are also cornerstones, but Travis Audubon was the
first organization in Texas to buy land to protect the Golden-cheeked Warbler. I
was reminded of this history recently while hiking in the Baker Sanctuary with
Nancy Manning, Doren Bradberry, and Mike Powers. The original purchase
of 94 acres in 1966 has now grown to Baker’s 690 acres. Travis Audubon’s
leadership helped establish the Balcones Canyonlands Preserve which is
currently at 28,000 plus acres.
Dr. and Mrs. Frank Blair donated Blair Woods to Travis Audubon in their wills.
Blair Woods is in eastern Travis County and is currently under restoration.
Chaetura Canyon on the western edge of Lake Austin is the latest addition to
Travis Audubon’s sanctuaries. Donated and stewarded by Paul and Georgean
Kyle, it is habitat to many nesting species including the Golden-cheeked Warbler
and is internationally known for the Kyles’ work with Chimney Swifts.
All of our members help support these sanctuaries and we especially thank those
members who contributed in the past. As our area rapidly urbanizes it is time to
re-dedicate ourselves to continuing the important legacy of conservation through
birding. What would you like to do?		
Valarie Bristol

Interim Baker Sanctuary Steward

Mike Powers

Mission Statement

Travis Audubon promotes the enjoyment, understanding, and conservation of
native birds and their habitats.
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Subscription Information

Signal Smoke (ISSN 1931-9282), was published 11 times yearly through Volume 56,
No.4, and beginning with Volume 56, No.5,
is published 6 times yearly. Subscription is a
TA membership benefit. To join, use the form
on the back page of this issue or go to www.
travisaudubon.org for an online form. For
address or subscription changes, please call
512.300.BIRD (2473) or e-mail info@travisaudubon.org. The USPS does not forward
Signal Smoke. Copyright © 2009. No part of
this publication may be reproduced

without permission in writing from Travis
Audubon.

Newsletter Deadline

The submissions deadline is the first day of the
month preceding the first month of publication
(for example, June 1 for the July/August issue).
Submit uncopyrighted articles, announcements,
and art to Tess Sherman, tsherman1@austin.
rr.com; or mail to 210 E. Walnut Dr., Austin,
TX 78753. Submissions by email or on a CD
are preferred but not required. Call Tess at 300BIRD if you have questions.
TRAVIS AUDUBON

Exclusive to Travis Audubon

W

e are very pleased to announce that Victor
Emanuel Nature Tours has offered to lead
birding trips exclusively for Travis Audubon
members, at rates substantially below what they
would normally charge for similar trips open to
the public, and including a generous donation to
TA as part of the package. The trips will be led by
professional VENT guides, the prices include all
expenses except airfare. If there is enough demand we
will offer two or more trips per year, visiting locations
such as Southeast Arizona, Minnesota and North
Dakota, and possibly as far afield as the Galapagos
Islands.
For the first joint VENT/TAS venture, we have
chosen a winter trip to the Puget Sound region of
Washington and British Columbia. The eight day trip
will fall between February 8 and 20 (exact dates to
be determined), and the cost will be $2,395 in double
occupancy. The trip will be led by Bob Sundstrom,
and a second VENT leader if necessary. There is a six
participant minimum for the trip to operate.

Travis Audubon now
on Twitter
and Facebook!
You can now find Travis Audubon on Twitter at www.twitter.com/travisaudubon or
become a fan on our Facebook page.
Both are great sources for the latest TAS
news and notes.

Many of the winter birds of this region – Marbled
Murrelet, Northwestern Crow, Chestnut-backed
Chickadee, Sky Lark, Black Oystercatcher, Rock
Sandpiper – have never been seen in Texas, and most
of the rest are great rarities here. Participants should
expect to see Harlequin Ducks, Barrow’s Goldeneye,
Tundra Swans, Golden-crowned Sparrows, Mew
Gulls and many more. There are usually some rarities
encountered, including Gyrfalcon, Yellow-billed
Loon, Tufted Duck, King Eider, Snowy and Great
Gray Owls, etc. The trip will include birding in the
Olympic Peninsula, ferry trips with good chances for
pelagic bird sightings, fairly mild winter weather for
such high latitudes, comfortable accommodations, and
good meals.
We think the price for this package will be hard to
beat, and the professionalism and expertise of VENT
– one of the oldest and most respected bird tour
companies in the U.S. – impossible to top. To register
for this event, or for more information, contact VENT
by phone at 328-5221, or e-mail info@ventbird.com.
When you contact VENT please refer to your Travis
Audubon membership.
TRAVIS AUDUBON
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NATURALIST’S

CALENDAR

by Bill Reiner

photo by Robert Baumgardner

E

very time we speak our organization’s name, we recognize
the work of a pioneer of American ornithology. However,
Audubon’s celebrated Birds of America was preceded,
and likely inspired, by an equally monumental book of the birds
of North America, produced by another giant in the science of
ornithology. Among the birds that migrate through central Texas in
September and October we may, now and then, notice his name.
At Hornsby Bend, we’ll see a trim sandpiper, pearly gray and white,
with a needle-like bill and a penchant for spinning like a top in
shallow water: Wilson’s Phalarope. We’ll glimpse a yellow-andgreen warbler with a black cap slipping through the underbrush:
Wilson’s Warbler (scientific name Wilsonia pusilla). Later in the
fall, a chubby, long-billed sandpiper springs with a squawk from wet
meadows: Wilson’s Snipe. The common names of a storm-petrel
and a plover also honor this man, who is often called the “father of
American ornithology.”
Alexander Wilson was born in Paisley, Scotland, in 1766, where
his first occupation was that of a weaver in this center of the
burgeoning textile trade, early in the Industrial Revolution. Paisley
was also a hotbed of unrest over the inequalities that were beginning
to emerge between the labor and capitalist classes in this pivotal
period of Western history. Young Wilson himself, a wordsmith
of some talent, penned a few barbed commentaries that angered
local manufacturers, who were particularly edgy over the prospect
of class rebellion spilling over from the French Revolution.
Resulting legal difficulties, more than anything else, persuaded
him to emigrate, with his teenaged nephew, across the Atlantic to
Philadelphia, where they arrived nearly penniless in July 1794.
In the new United States of America, Wilson tried weaving,
peddling, surveying, and teaching to earn a living. In 1802, fate
brought him to a teaching position at Gray’s Ferry, Pennsylvania.
There, he met the botanist William Bartram – whose friendship,
guidance, and encouragement would change the course of his life.
Inspired by the work of William Bartram and his father, John,
Wilson struck upon the idea of publishing a compendium of birds,
to be called American Ornithology. By this time, he had become
quite passionate about birds, in particular with drawing them. He
wrote his mentor, “I sometimes smile to think that while others
are immersed in deep schemes of speculation and aggrandizement
– in building towns and purchasing plantations, I am entranced
in contemplation over the plumage of a lark, or gazing like a
despairing lover, on the lineaments of an owl.”
In 1806, he found a position as assistant editor with Samuel
Bradford, and soon persuaded the publisher to support his proposal.
In return, however, to fund its publication and that of another
book in press at the time, Bradford dispatched Wilson to travel the
country in search of subscribers.

The young ornithologist covered hundreds of miles, from the
mountains and coast of New England to the Ohio River, the
Natchez Trace, New Orleans, and the Carolinas. He traveled
mostly on foot so he could better investigate the bird life along
the way. His findings, and the contacts he established, helped
him to expand his work. From a journey to New England, he
wrote, “I am fixing correspondents in every corner of these
northern regions, like so many pickets and outposts, so that
scarcely a wren or a tit shall be able to pass along, from York to
Canada, but I shall get intelligence of it.”
His colorful descriptions of the young country, in letters to
friends, are spiced with pithy commentary: “Visited a number of
the literati and wealthy of Cincinnati, who all told me that they
would think of it, viz., subscribing. They are a very thoughtful
people.” Of Louisville, he remarked, “Science or literature has
not one friend in this place. Every one is so intent on making
money that they can talk of nothing else….” For much of
his journey to New Orleans and back, he kept a pet Carolina
Parakeet, which delighted many whom he met, especially in
the villages of the Chickasaws and Choctaws through which he
passed.
In his wide-ranging peregrinations to find subscribers, he
became acquainted with an amazing array of well-known
figures from early United States history, among them Thomas
Jefferson, Robert Fulton, Thomas Paine, Charles Willson
Peale, Meriwether Lewis, the scientist William Dunbar, and
the entomologist John Abbot. Many of these luminaries he
persuaded to subscribe to the Ornithology, but John James
Audubon himself declined.
Wilson met Audubon on two occasions – once near Audubon’s
home in Kentucky as Wilson was seeking subscribers, and later
when Audubon visited Philadelphia. The encounters were not
warm, and Audubon later accused Wilson of plagiarizing a
couple of Audubon’s drawings. Wilson was dead by this time,
but the charge was hotly refuted by his friend and defender
George Ord, who accused Audubon of the same thing in return.
Still, Audubon was gracious enough to acknowledge the
importance of his contemporary’s work. In his description of
Wilson’s Snipe, Audubon wrote “To Wilson is due the merit of
having first showed the difference between this and the common
snipe of Europe and it is honorable for the ornithologists of that
region of the globe to have dedicated our species to so zealous
and successful a student of nature.”
The first volume of what would become Alexander Wilson’s
nine-volume American Ornithology was published in 1808.
He devoted the next five years – the last years of his life – to
gathering material for the remaining volumes, signing up
subscribers, writing the text, painting the illustrations, and,
continued on next page
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THE

DAN CALLAWAY

Dan Callaway,
photo by Robert Baumgardner

REPORT

Birding to Llano County Rd 309 - 7/29/09
Participants: Ethel Kutac, Homer Cunningham, Janene Rowan,
Catfish Kelly, and Dan Callaway

O

ur targets were any and all Western hill country birds. Small
groups of Cave Swallows lined the high wires near culverts
along Hwy 71, West of Hwy 281. First sightings on 309 were
Scissor-tailed Flycatchers, then came the Bell’s Vireos, mostly
heard along the full length of 309. Black-throated Sparrows were
shy, but we all got a few glimpses. We watched a Cactus Wren
gathering nesting material, probably just a nervous habit. Quite a
few Painted Buntings, all green young and possibly females, but no
males seen or heard singing. A couple of Verdin were heard only,
as well as one Northern Bobwhite and one Eastern Wood-Pewee.
Our most exciting observation was two male Pyrrhuloxia chasing
one another. Our most surprising find was to see a female Orchard
Oriole trying to keep her hungry cowbird fed. Two each Common
Ground-Doves and Ash-throated Flycatchers were also nice to see.

Additional birds in the area were Black and Turkey Vultures,
Mourning Doves, Barn Swallow, Lesser Goldfinch, Lark Sparrow,
Great Blue Heron, Common Raven, Bewick’s Wren, Blue-gray
Gnatcatcher, Ladder-backed Woodpecker, Northern Cardinal,
Northern Mockingbird, and Black-crested Titmouse. At the lake in
Kingsland we saw a Great Egret and a Green Heron. A stop by the
bridge along Max Starke Dam Road near Marble Falls revealed
one Rufous-crowned Sparrow and a Red-tailed Hawk, but no
Canyon Wren. I hesitate to report this but I am, just in case anyone
else has had the same experience. At 6:30 a.m., before sun-up, in
Homer’s front yard in Northwest Austin, I heard the raucous “kakkak” of a Green Jay. I heard it continue for a couple of minutes,
then finally saw it. Before I could unfog my binoculars, it flew
away. So, am I crazy?
Total species for the day including Austin: 51
Best bird: Pyrrhuloxia
Dominant species along CR 309: Lark Sparrow

Naturalist’s Calendar, continued from page 4

when qualified people could not be found, personally handcoloring the plates in each copy. When the War of 1812 broke
out, he doubled his efforts to collect debts, fearing that many
subscribers would default – causing ruin to the project, which
had yet to show a profit for himself or his publisher.
In the summer of 1813, his rigors caught up to him. His body
was too weak to recover from a bout of dysentery, and he died
on August 24. He had essentially worked himself to death.
The final two volumes of his Ornithology were published
under the care of George Ord in 1814.
American Ornithology was the most complete accounting
of the birds of North America to date. The descriptions are
livelier than the dry text typical of scientific works of the
day, possibly owing to the fact that Wilson was a self-taught
naturalist, rather than a classically trained scientist. The
illustrations were meticulously drawn; most birds are instantly
recognizable, and appear more life-like, less romanticized,
than in drawings of other artists – including Audubon.
Despite covering parts of the country that had already been
thoroughly explored, Alexander Wilson found and described
for the first time several species we know well today. Among
them are Sharp-shinned Hawk, Blue-headed Vireo, Winter and
Marsh Wrens, Field Sparrow, Pine Siskin, Acadian Flycatcher,
Mississippi Kite, Canvasback, and several warblers:
TRAVIS AUDUBON

Tennessee, Nashville, Cerulean, Bay-breasted, Pine, Connecticut,
Mourning, and, of course, Wilson’s.
The names in American Ornithology, however, may confuse
a modern birder. The illustration for what we know as
Wilson’s Warbler, for instance, is labeled Green Black-capt
Flycatcher. (Anyone want to guess the identities of Brown Lark,
Semipalmated Snipe, or Golden-crowned Thrush?) Wilson
was, of course, breaking new ground, and often attempting to
categorize a species from scanty information. In some cases,
the names were revised once relationships to other species were
better known. In others, Wilson mistook the female for a different
species (as in Hemlock Warbler – now surmised to be the female
Blackburnian Warbler). Then there are others that have never
been positively correlated with any existing species, such as the
Small-headed Flycatcher and the Blue Mountain Warbler (both
also illustrated by Audubon). These may represent species that
vanished before they could be studied fully.
If you want to see the illustrations from American Ornithology,
and read excerpts from the text, try www.xroads.virginia.
edu/~PUBLIC/wilson/front.html, where you can also find a brief
biography of Wilson. For fascinating reading, try The Life and
Letters of Alexander Wilson, edited by Clark Hunter, American
Philosophical Society, 1983.

S I G N A L S M O K E / September/October 2009

5

Volunteers of the Month(s)
Travis Audubon would like to recognize the following Volunteers of the Month: Ken Zaslow and Laura Zebehazy!
The dedication and commitment of our volunteers is critical to Travis Audubon’s success.
Laura Zebehazy has been a very active team
leader on the Blair Woods Restoration Project. She
is a Natural Resource Specialist so both her expertise and hard physical labor have been invaluable in
making this project a success. Laura also serves on
the Sanctuary Committee and will be on the team
conducting the Baker Sanctuary land management
assessment this fall. She has also been known to
volunteer the services of her husband for electrical
repair at Baker Sanctuary! We are honored to have
the Zebehazys as part of our TAS family of volunPhoto credit:
teers.
Kathleen O’Connor
Q: How long have you been a member of TA and what (if any)
committees are you active in?
I have been a member of TA since I moved here in the spring of
2005 from South Carolina, and I have been a fair-weather member
of the National Audubon since the mid-90s. I am only active in one
committee, the Sanctuary Committee, which I joined in the fall of 2006.
Q: How and why did you get into birding?
My father always had bird feeders and water baths around the
houses we lived in over the years as well as a big, unwieldy pair of
binoculars at the ready on the window pane overlooking the yards to
help in identifying any of our feathered visitors. I took my first Field
Ornithology course while an undergraduate at Warren Wilson College
in Asheville, NC, and I was hooked from that point on. After that
class, I designed a research project to look at wintering bird abundance
and diversity in managed white pine forests surrounding the college
campus. Birds have always fascinated me and I always learn something
new. I get pure pleasure just watching birds either in my yard in East
Austin or out in the field for my job.
Q: What is your favorite birding/TA event and why?
I am really lucky that I have been able to cultivate a career around one
of my passions. I presently work as a Natural Resources Specialist for
Travis County where I get paid to survey Golden-cheeked warblers and
Black-capped vireos during the breeding season. That is a lot of fun and
I still can’t believe sometimes that I get paid to do that, so after all that
excitement, I like to take a step back and take part in the Christmas Bird
Count every year to check out the common or not so common birds in
whatever area I’m living in at the time. Endangered or not, I think birds
are fantastic little buggers!
Q: What else should we know about you?
After graduating from Warren Wilson College in 1996, I moved all
over the country doing seasonal technician work with breeding birds
along the Upper Mississippi River in Wisconsin, Spotted Owls and
Marbled Murrelets in Northern California, Northern Bobwhite Quail
in Mississippi, and mammal trapping in eastern North Carolina. While
in grad school, I helped run a MAPS station in the spring and fall,
radio-tracked elk in eastern Kentucky, and assisted in a small mammal
study on the Savannah River Site. In 2002, I got my Masters in Forest
Wildlife Ecology from Clemson University. My project evaluated the
response of wintering and breeding bird communities in pine forest
stands in the Piedmont region of South Carolina to prescribed fire or
mechanical thinning.
6
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Ken Zaslow has been very active in TA,
volunteering at several recent events including
last year’s Youth Birding Camp, serving as a
birding mentor. Ken is a member of the Field
Trip Committee, staffs TAS tables at events,
attends our monthly membership meetings and
birding classes, and participated in Bird-a-thon
this year on Jean Martin’s Sporty Spotters team.
Q: How long have you been a member of TA
and what (if any) committees are you active
in? I first joined the Travis Audubon Society in
Photo credit:
2006 while I was still living and working in San
Barbara Zaslow
Antonio. I did not actually become active in the
organization until September 2008 when I retired,
and my wife and I moved full time to Austin. Soon after moving to
Austin I joined the field trip committee and I am still a member.
Q: How and why did you get into birding? My interest in birding
is an outgrowth of a lifelong interest in natural history and the
natural sciences. During my childhood my older brother often took
me on excursions from our home in Brooklyn to the American
Museum of Natural History in Manhattan. When I was 12 years old
I was fortunate to spend a month at a nature study summer camp
in the Berkshire Mountains of western Massachusetts. Those were
formative influences for me. Birding gradually grew in emphasis for
me as I got older and really reached another level of interest in the
mid 1990’s following a week spent at the National Audubon Society
adult education camp on Hog Island in Maine.
Q: What is your favorite birding/TA event and why? I really enjoyed
the Tuesday morning field trips (Two-Hour Tuesdays) that Stan
VanSandt put together last year. As a newcomer to Austin these trips
provided me a way to learn about places to see birds in the Central
Texas area while at the same time providing me the opportunity to
meet many wonderful people. I also cannot say enough good things
about the TA courses that I have taken. They have simply been
outstanding and I am a much better birder for having taken them.
Q: What else should we know about you? (other organizations,
what you do, your hobbies – inquiring minds want to know!) Now
that I am retired I can more easily pursue my interest in nature and
the environment. Travis Audubon and the Capital Area chapter of
the Texas Master Naturalist program are the organizations for which
I devote most of my time. For the Master Naturalists much of my
volunteer work involves a variety of biologic surveys of plants, birds,
and other living things. For the Travis Audubon Society my volunteer
work has included the Youth Birding Camp, Nature Nights at the LBJ
Wildflower Center, Birdathon, and bird surveys.
I am awed by the wealth of learning opportunities in Austin and I
frequently attend meetings and educational programs put on by other
organizations such as the Native Plant Society, the Butterfly Forum,
the Travis County Master Gardeners, and the City of Austin. My
latest project is a total re-do of my home landscape with the goal of
creating a wildscape that will be sustainable and a good habitat for
native plants and critters.

TRAVIS AUDUBON

So many ways to help Travis Audubon...
Business Members
Travis Audubon is delighted to
recognize its Business Members:
Capital Printing Co.
Powell, Ebert & Smolik, PC
To learn about the benefits of supporting Travis Audubon as a
Business Member, please go to www.travisaudubon.org and
click on Business Members, or contact Travis Audubon at
512.300.BIRD (2473).

Our Donors

We thank these persons and groups who generously made recent
contributions to Travis Audubon (as of press time):

W

e gratefully acknowledge
Veritas Foundation Inc. for
their generous grant that allowed
us to purchase a new computer
and printer for our Baker
Sanctuary. We extend our deepest
thanks to all our Donors. Your
support is critical to the ongoing
conservation and education
efforts of Travis audubon.
Annual Appeal
Melinda Barker & Richard Lewis
Unrestricted
Margaret Aeschbach
Neil C. Cozzens
Judy Grunger
Norma Hutchinson
Jane Newberry
Painted Bunting
Claudia Anderson
Kerry Bruns
John Duguid
Joe Haggard & Carolyn Trigg
Caroline Jones
TRAVIS AUDUBON

Becke Runte & Ann Syptak
Gloria & Dan Stoppenhagen
Vireo
Terry Banks & Family
James & Rachel Brush
William Burdick
Vanessa Chiapetta
Joan Cox
Justin & Karen d’Abadie
Shelia Hargis & Laurie Foss
Joann Lovelace
Elizabeth J. Maxim
Suzanne McAnna
Trent Miller & Meta Hunt
Elsie Mogck & James Gay
J.P. Patterson
Bill Reiner, Jr.
Kim Soechting
Eric Stager
Colleen Theriot
Debbye Wallace
Chaetura Canyon
Carolyn & Gregory Powers

Chaetura Canyon, in memory
of Edward Kutac
Bill & Debbie Beyers
Baker Sanctuary, in memory of
Edward Kutac
Jackie Davis
In Memory of Gary
Waggerman
Ethel M. Kutac
In Memory of Edward Kutac
John & Brenda Ahrns
Barbara Anderson
Kathleen Bouska
John & Marian Breen
Rhoda Burkett
Jane Connelly
Mary Creel
Nancy & Gary Decker
Melinda & Mike Faubion
Arty & Amy Finkelberg
Robert & Sherry Halbrook

Betty Hendrix
John & Peggy Kutac
Trent Miller & Meta Hunt
Elsie Mogck & James Gay
Jane Montgomery
Annette Ortega
Agnes & Bob Perry
Arnold Pfrommer
Trenna Pickett
Martha Renfroe
Louis & Sue Roberts
O.R. Schmidt & Claire Breihan
John E. Sunder
Barbara White
Daesene Willmann
Mary Wilson
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Monthly Meeting Information
Travis Audubon Regular Monthly Meeting - 7:00 pm

(doors open at 6:30 pm for social time, 7:00 pm for announcements, speaker at 7:30 pm)
Please note that this locaton is subject to change. Notification will be made via the webpage and email blasts.
Parking available in the adjacent lots. Refreshments provided. No monthly meetings during June, July, or August.

September 17, 2009
Location: The Redbud Center, 3601 Lake
Austin Blvd. Austin, TX.

October 15, 2009
Location: Highland Park Baptist Church,
5206 Balcones Dr. Austin, TX

Guest Speaker: Jim deVries
Topic: The Birds of Australia

Guest Speaker: Lynn Barber

A

s an amateur photographer and avid birder, Jim with his wife
Karol, now in their retirement years travel the world for birds.
He would like to share some of the amazing birds he photographed
in October of 2007 with Victor Emanuel Nature Tour Guides Dion
Hobcroft and Susan Myers. These amazing guides took them all
over the central and eastern part of Australia. This fascinating
country has a lot of biodiversity. They travelled to the cool green
surrounds of the Sydney area, to the hot humid lush steamy
tropical Top End in the Northern Territory and Queensland, and to
the semiarid mulga shrubs, mallee and sand dunes of the centre of
the country.

Adding to the wonderful variety of birds in these various habitats
are the exciting and interesting areas visited. Hattah Lakes,
Deniliquin, O’Reillys, Kingfisher Park, Mt Lewis and Molloy,
Quaid Dam, Daintree River, Cairns Esplanade, Cassowary House,
Michaelmas Cay, Centennial Gardens, Royal National Park,
Katoomba, the Blue Mountains, Capertee Valley, Palmerston
Sewage Treatment Ponds, Fogg Dam, Nourlangie, Bardedjilidji,
Cooinda, Mataranka, Edith Falls, Katherine, MacDonnell Ranges,
Alice Springs, Ayers Rock, just to name a few. Over 200 species
will be shown. A handout will be provided listing the species,
families, where the photograph was taken, endemics, size and
wingspan, both metric and non-metric.

Recently discussed in emails to TA to feed backyard birds or not?
A lively discussion produced the following scholarly reference.
Look it up for full details beyond the summary below and send us
your thoughts.
Frontiers in Ecology and the Environment, Vol. 6, No. 9, pp. 476484. Food for thought: supplementary feeding as a driver of
ecological change in avian populations by Gillian N Robb, Robbie A McDonald, Dan E Chamberlain, and Stuart Bearhop
Every year, millions of households provide huge quantities of
supplementary food to wild birds. While alteration of the natural dynamics of food supply represents a major intervention in
avian ecology, we have a remarkably limited understanding of
the impacts of this widespread pastime. Here, we examine the
8
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Topic: ABA Big Year

L

ynn Barber will talk about and show pictures from her
“ABA Big Year” adventure that began in Rockport, Texas
in January 2008. During that year, she sought birds from Alaska
and California to Newfoundland and Florida, plus many places
in between, including Texas, Arizona, Colorado, Maine, and
Minnesota. She tallied 723 different species of birds in the
continental United States and Canada (the ABA area) that year,
before ending in Arizona.
Born in Wisconsin, she has lived in several states including
Alaska, Oregon, North Carolina and Texas. In 2005, she broke
the previous record for the most bird species seen in Texas
during a single year. When she’s not birding, she is a registered
patent attorney in solo practice in Fort Worth, Texas. She has a
Ph.D. in bacteriology from the University of Wisconsin-Madison
and a J.D. from Duke University Law School. Currently, Lynn is
the President of the Texas Ornithological Society, and Treasurer
and Past President of the Fort Worth Audubon Society. She is
an avid photographer and maintains her own birding web site at
www.lynnbarber.com, where you can see some of her photos.

Please note the different locations for each meeting, listed above the each month’s guest speaker.

many and varied responses of birds to supplementary feeding at
backyard feeders - in large-scale management projects and in focused academic studies - and evaluate population responses to the
bird-feeding phenomenon. Our review encompasses a wide range
of species, from songbirds to raptors, and compares provisioning
with a variety of foods, at different times of year and in different
locations. We consider positive impacts, such as aiding species
conservation programs, and negative ones, such as increased risk of
disease transmission. It seems highly likely that natural selection is
being artificially perturbed, as feeding influences almost
every aspect of bird ecology, including reproduction, behavior, demography, and distribution. As the effects of bird feeding cascade
through ecosystems and interact with processes of environmental
change, we suggest areas for future research and highlight the need
for large-scale experiments, with a particular focus on the backyards of an increasingly urban and generous, but sometimes fickle,
human population.
TRAVIS AUDUBON

Hornsby Bend, over the years.
An Interview with Lawrence Buford

T

his is the story of Lawrence Buford and his experiences
birding Hornsby Bend. More than that, however, it is the
story of a deep friendship with Ed Kutac and an even
deeper appreciation for life. Lawrence only began birding when
he was fifty but by the time he had retired, he and Ed were
birding three or four times a week.
Lawrence grew up loving the outdoors. As a boy in Morgan
City, Louisiana during the Depression he spent a lot of time
outside: “I used to sleep overnight in the swamps. I’d build a
lean-to out of palmetto fronds to sleep under.”
“At 19 I joined the Marine Corps in WW2 and for the next three
years lived 10,000 miles from Louisiana, in the Pacific Theatre
participating in three beachhead landings. I returned from the
war ready to take advantage of the GI Bill at LSU but also with
a tremendous appreciation for life. That appreciation for life
carried over not only into my teaching of math and science and
my love of my students, but into my love of wildflowers and
birds. I never hunted because I wouldn’t take a life.”
Lawrence’s adult life in nature began as a wildflower
photographer. He added, “As I sought out wildflowers, I
became aware of the birds around me and became curious about
identifying them.” To satisfy his curiosity, Lawrence began
attending Red and Marjorie Adams’ birding classes at Austin
High at Tenth and Rio Grande. “They would have a lecture
during the week and go on a field trip on Saturdays. There I had
my first experience birding water treatment facilities at Onion
Creek where Austin then dumped its effluent. They were the
original sewer ponds, like Hornsby but smaller.”
“Ed Kutac was my next teacher. He loved an audience and he
loved to teach. We became close friends and birded the entire
state as we attended many TOS conferences. This birding
friendship continued until Ed moved to Amarillo to be closer to
his children.”
“We might start the day with Hornsby or end it with Hornsby
but we birded everywhere: Bastrop County at the State Park,
Buescher State Park, in the country near Smithville and west
into Burnet County and Marble Falls areas where the bald
eagles nest. But we always returned to Hornsby. It was so
reliable; no matter what time of day you went to Hornsby you
would find birds, and usually many birds. Especially shore
birds such as stilts, sandpipers and dowitchers. Hornsby is a
great place to teach birding because you can get so close to the
birds. For a beginner it is a perfect way to learn water birds. I
first went to Platt’s Ponds (as Hornsby was then known) with
Ed Kutac about the time it opened. One of the good things about
Hornsby is that you can bird at any time, you only need to get
your eyes in shape and adjust your binoculars.”
“Every Thursday Ed would lead a group which went out and
birded together. When Ed left, I became the leader. Members
of the group would vary but Catfish Kelly came, Ethel Kutac,
TRAVIS AUDUBON

Mike Purdy, Hilton Hegan and his wife and others. Now that I
have lost sight in one of my eyes and can no longer see well, Dan
Callaway is the leader. Usually, new people came along on these
trips, everyone was welcome.”
“What stands out for me at Hornsby are the water birds. There
were always many water birds in the shallows at the west end:
sandpipers and wading birds, egrets and herons. The birds
were out there because there was always water and no one to
bother them. Once or twice we saw bald eagles. When the hawk
watch started with Peg Wallace we might see a couple hundred
thousand Swainson’s Hawks flying very high in the sky or broadtailed hawks heading south for the winter or north for nesting in
the spring.”
“What I liked best about Hornsby was the easy access and extent
of water with the two big ponds. The lower pond was never as
productive except for the little ducks like Buffleheads and Coots,
which are called poule doux in South Louisiana, are usually
abundant. Hornsby hasn’t changed a whole lot in the years. It
has the same roads, the same number of birds, the same variety.
There is never any shortage of birds out there during migration.
It is such a good place for the birds to stop. Over the years that
we birded Hornsby there have been some exciting and rare birds.
Among them have been the Eurasian Wigeon, Laughing Gull,
Northern Jacana, Fork-tailed Flycatcher and Bald Eagles.”
“I felt privileged knowing Ed and being his friend. We were
close friends. We birded together for thirty years. He was an
excellent birder and an even better friend.”
Interview by Priscilla Murr

Thank you, Travis Audubon members
Our family would like to thank all of you who
contributed to Travis Audubon in Ed’s name. I
especially want to thanks those of you who called
and sent words of sympathy and to everyone who
came to the celebration of Ed’s life on July 12.
The outpouring of love and respect was humbling. As most of you know he was a very special guy to me - your thoughts and prayers have
meant a great deal. In parting let me share these
words a priest sent me, “I can visualize Ed standing in awe, and identifying, the most beautiful
birds in heaven.”
				
Ethel M. Kutac
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Notes from Chaetura Canyon

July - August 2009
e have a Sunday morning tradition at the Canyon of
sharing breakfast beside the water feature constructed for
the wildlife. If no rain has fallen during the week, the pool is
refilled as we eat. Since most weeks of this years spring/summer
have experienced absolutely no rainfall, we have opted to refill
using a sprinkler moved to various locations around the pool
itself. Plantings that provide nectar and seed for the birds as
well as butterfly larval plants are surviving only because of this
supplemental watering.

W

As the droplets begin to fall, we speculate on which species will
be the first to arrive for a “shower bath”: Northern Cardinal or
Carolina Wren. These two species can not resist any opportunity
to play in the “rain”. Black-chinned Hummingbirds occasionally
dart through the mist and Red Darner Dragonflies hover at the
periphery. Remarkably, of the average of 22 species of birds
recorded each day, very few are drawn to the sprinkler. Some
species are consummate dust bathers that seem to distain any
moisture that is not contained within their food (whether seed or
insect).
We have marveled at the productivity of our avian neighbors
in spite of the continuing drought. It has seemed to be a banner
year especially for Northern Cardinals, all three species of
our local wrens (Carolina, Bewick’s and Canyon) and Lesser
Goldfinches. A normal number of other local nesters have also
been noted. We like to think that the diversity and plethora of

fledglings speaks well for the protected
habitat available in Chaetura Canyon.
The Chimney Swifts’ productivity is
always a bit of a question since we will
not know their success in all of the 16
towers until the season has ended, the
swifts have migrated and the detritus in
the towers can be evaluated. However,
the two observation towers attached to
the residence were both successful: five
eggs laid, four hatched and four fledged
Chimney Swift Parents over
Chaetura Canyon.
in each. At of the end of July there was a
Photo credit: Paul Kyle
growing roost of more than 100 swifts in
the North Tower with a good mix of ragged,
molting adults and juveniles with their pristine
plumage.
All of the Second Saturday Swift Watches were full-house events this
year – most filling up a month ahead of time. The July evening was
special with the attendance of a number of families. We hosted five
youngsters under the age of five. Cold, seedless watermelon was the
favorite snack with all ages of attendees.
Coming up on September 11th and 12th is our annual fund-raising
“Dinner with the Swifts”. This event sells out quickly, so let us know
as soon as possible if you would like to attend.

Artwork by Georgean Kyle

Dinner with the Swifts at Chaetura Canyon

The Travis Audubon Chaetura Canyon Bird Sanctuary is unique. It
is the only place in the world where Chimney Swifts are so carefully
protected and so closely observed in such an intimate setting. As
their numbers dwindle elsewhere, Chimney Swifts thrive at Chaetura
Canyon due to innovative conservation practices resulting from over
20 years of observation and research by Georgean and Paul Kyle. To
insure conservation for future generations of swifts and birders alike,
Paul and Georgean donated their beautiful property and home to Travis
Audubon in 2006 to be protected in perpetuity. You can help maintain
this wonderful new Travis Audubon resource by attending one of two
unforgettable evenings this Fall:

Georgean and Paul Kyle, Sanctuary Stewards

Each evening will begin with an optional stroll that wanders past
numerous Chimney Swift Towers, through a haven of native
plants, carefully restored wildlife habitat including an amazing
grove of sapling Spanish Oaks and several small ponds teaming
with dragonflies, chorusing Leopard Frogs and other aquatic
critters along the easily walkable upper trails.
Enjoy drinks on the covered deck, overlooking the canyon
followed by a seated dinner hand-prepared by Georgean. At dusk,
Chimney Swifts cavort and circle above the deck before going to
roost. At the conclusion of the impressive aerial show the Kyles
will host a brief video presentation showing rarely seen nesting
activities from Chaetura Canyon. Each exclusive event is limited
to ten participants per evening, so don’t wait too long! To secure
your reservations, please contact: Georgean and Paul Kyle at
dwa@austin.rr.com or (512) 266-3861.

Admission is $100 per person with all proceeds going into the
Travis Audubon Chaetura Canyon fund. The fund is used for
Dates: Friday, September 11th or Saturday September 12th		 maintenance and ongoing conservation and education projects
Time: 6:00 PM
							 at Chaetura Canyon. Travis Audubon is a tax-exempt 501(c)3
Place: The Kyle’s Residence at Chaetura Canyon
organization
10
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Baker Sanctuary News
Early Impressions of Baker Sanctuary
Grey metal house on a sun-baked, limestone-backboned ridge,
flanked by intercostal dry ravines. Pitted, jagged Edwards
substrate protruding through thin soils like chiseled arthritic
bones.

So far, only two chinaberries isolated along Lime Creek; a solo
Japanese ligustrum near currently dry Baker Springs. Harris
Springs still barely trickling clear, cool water. Several redstemmed dogbane colonies further down Baker Creek.

Elongated polygonal property terminated by Lime and Cypress
Creeks, draining respectively into the Colorado and San Gabriel/
Brazos watersheds.

Sliding soundlessly through plant debris, a Texas garter snake
sports gold, yellow, and black.

Recent burn scar above Lime Creek; at ground-zero, a lightningblasted juniper on its upslope periphery.

Cool, shaded, tunnel-like trails and hunters firing lanes.
Birds moving through the vegetation: dove, roadrunner, cuckoo,
hummers on red yucca, swifts, Bewick’s wren, a screech owl
murmuring in the fading dusk.

Ashe juniper not at-risk in sun-baked, post-climax oak-juniper
woodlands. Massive, arching black walnut, sycamore, and
Spanish oak in ravines. Uplands green fading to thirst-stressed
brown and umber.

Squirrels bounding along the ground and gliding swiftly through
tree-branch pathways. Whitetails staring at my twilight intrusion.
Soil impressions of digging armadillo and wallowing feral hog.

At mid-day, heat-impervious cicadas buzzing in chorus. Copious
ground fuel waiting for opportunistic lightning strikes.
Minimal exotic plants, except for King Ranch bluestem invading
from Lime Creek Road seed-dispersal channel; so dense in places
it’s shading out coastal Bermuda grass.

Large, red, patient harvester ants perhaps indicating horned
lizard presence. Night sounds: forlorn cry of chuck-will’s
widows… katydids, sometimes in harmony… leopard frogs...
The parched land cools under ivory moonlight.

Mike Powers, Sanctuary Steward - Interim

New Baker Steward Thanks Travis Audubon
Volunteers For Help Settling into New Residence

S

ince moving into his residence at the Baker Sanctuary
on May 31, the new steward, Mike Powers, has greatly
appreciated all the help from TA volunteers. His new home
has made him the envy of most of his friends and the target of
every junk-mail purveyor along the frontier between NW Travis
County and SW Williamson County.
Thanks go to Doran Bradberry, Anne Donovan, Julia Heskett,
Trent Miller, Susan Moak, Darin Spradley, Mike Thevenet, and
both Sue & Charlie Wiseman.

A

More worms = More birds
For A Natural lawn building approach
Call JR at 512-567-2024
Early birds get the free assessment!
www.soilsalive.com

“A SWIFT NIGHT OUT”

s summer draws to a close and the Chimney Swifts have finished raising their young, these fascinating aerial acrobats
begin to congregate in communal roosts prior to their migration in the fall. Some roosts may consist of an extended
family group of a half a dozen birds or so, but the larger sites can host hundreds or even thousands of swifts! Join swift
watchers all over North America for this 9th annual continent-wide effort.

For more information and results, please visit: www.ChimneySwifts.org and click on the “Swift Night Out” link.

TRAVIS AUDUBON

S I G N A L S M O K E / September/October 2009

11

TA Events - Sept 2009
Tuesday, Sept 1 Two Hour Tuesday! at Riata Pond (Northwest Austin), led by Stu Wilson
7:30 am to 9:30 am The heat index says summer but the birds say fall migration. To reach Riata Pond take the Duval exit from Hwy 183, continue

past Duval on service road (from points north loop under 183) about .6 mile, then turn right onto Riata Trace Parkway. Pond is
about 1 mile ahead on right - park in office building parking lot just past the pond. No registration required.

Tuesday, Sept 8 Two Hour Tuesday! at Mary Moore Searight Park, led by Jackie Davis
7:30 am to 9:30 am From I35, take Slaughter Lane west about 2 miles and turn south (left) onto Bilbrook. Go about 1 mile and turn right onto Watch-

ful Fox, then take second left onto Decker Prairie and drive to parking lot at end of road. Please note: this is not the main entrance
to the park. No registration required.

Saturday, Sept 12 Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend
7 am & 4 pm Sponsored monthly by the Hornsby Bend Bird Conservatory. Contact Eric Carpenter at ecarpe@gmail.com for more information.
Saturday, Sept 12 Beginners Bird Walk at Zilker Nature Center, led by Stan VanSandt
9 am and 10:30 am Non-beginners are welcome, but don’t expect to see too many rarities! Bring a spare pair of binoculars if you have them. Each of
the two walks will last an hour or less. In Zilker Park, turn onto Stratford Drive from Barton Springs Road - meet in the parking
lot under the Mopac bridge. No registration required.

Saturday, Sept 12 Jonestown Chimney Swift Roost
6:30 pm to 8:15 pm Join Kathy McCormack for dinner at the True Grits restaurant on FM 1431 in Jonestown from 6:30 – 7:30 pm and then walk

across the street to watch thousands of Chimney Swifts swirl into their roost in an old cistern at sunset. This is one of the national
“A Swift Night Out” weekends (see www.chimneyswifts.org for details) and we will be submitting our count data from this field
trip. The viewing area for the Chimney Swift roost is wheelchair accessible. No reservation is required, but contact Kathy McCormack (VEFL21@yahoo.com, (c) 698-9880) if you have any questions.

Tuesday, Sept 15 Two Hour Tuesday! Blunn Creek Preserve, led by Stan VanSandt
7:30 am to 9:30 am From E. Oltorf Street turn south onto I35 frontage road, drive .5 mile and turn right onto St. Edwards Drive - park on road near
trailhead. No registration required.

Saturday, Sept 19 Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend
7:30 am to 11:30 am Austin’s premier birding site, and there’s no better place to witness fall migration. Led this month by Eric Stager and Shirley
LaVergne. No registration required - visit hornsbybend.org for information and maps.

Sunday, Sept 20 Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge, co-sponsored by TAS and Friends of Balcones Canyonlands NWR
7 am to 1 pm This trip will focus on finding fall migrants at the refuge. Shelia Hargis and Laurie Foss will lead participants to an area of the

refuge not open to the public. The trip will end with lunch at the Flying X ranch house where participants will be able to purchase
lunch (fundraiser for the Friends group). The trip is limited to 20 participants and reservations are required. If you’re interested,
contact Laurie, lauriefoss@flywayadventures.com or 751-3677, for more details and to make reservations.

Tuesday, Sept 22 Super Tuesday! Bastrop and Buescher State Parks, led by Terry Banks
7 am to early afternoon Explore the Lost Pines of Bastrop County, looking for Pileated and Hairy Woodpecker, Pine Warbler, and other eastern species

that are rare in Travis County. Participants will meet at a central location and carpool, and bringing a sack lunch is recommended.
Limited to 15 people, contact Stan VanSandt at empidider@yahoo.com to register.

Friday to Sunday Camping, Kayaking, and Birding the Rockport, Port Aransas, and Corpus Christi Area
Sept 25 - 27 Join Shelia Hargis and Laurie Foss for a weekend of camping, kayaking, and birding the central Texas coast. We’ll camp at

Goose Island State Park Friday and Saturday nights. Camping by RV or tent will work. The trip is limited to 12 participants and
reservations are required. Participants should be experienced kayakers. The cost of the trip varies from $65 to $160 depending on
whether you have your own kayak or will need to rent one and other considerations. If you’re interested, contact Shelia, shargis@
austin.rr.com or 294-0272, for more details

Saturday, Sept 26 Ecological Literacy Day at Hornsby Bend
9 am to 1 pm Every last Saturday of the month, For more information: Priscilla Murr at priscilla.murr@sbcglobal.net, or Kevin Anderson,
972-1960.

Tuesday, Sept 29 Two Hour Tuesday! Richard Moya Park, led by Ken Zaslow
8:00 am to 10:00 am This is always a good park for migrants in season, and is wheelchair accessible. Take Hwy 183 south past Hwy 71 (airport will be
on left), turn left on Burleson Road. After about 1 mile turn right into Richard Moya - park in first lot. No registration required.
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TA Events - Oct 2009

Saturday, Oct 3
7 am to noon

Tuesday, Oct 6
7:30 am to 9:30 am

Saturday, Oct 10
7 am and 4:00 pm
Saturday, Oct 10
9 am and 10:30 am

Sunday, Oct 11
7 am to 11 am

Tuesday, Oct 13
7:30 am to 9:30 am
Saturday, Oct 17
7:30 am to 11:30 am

Birding by Mountain Bike at Shield Ranch, led by Laurie Foss and Shelia Hargis

The Shield Ranch, located just outside Austin, has 4,668.5 acres of classic Hill Country terrain, straddling Barton Creek west
of State Highway 71 and north of U.S. Highway 290. This field trip will offer two options. If you are a mountain biker of any
skill level you will enjoy seeing the ranch and its birds from your bike. The terrain is rolling hills and the trail is easily hiked
so biking should be a blast! We’ll take it easy enough to stop when we want to in order to get on the birds. If you’ve never
birded on your bike, come with us and give it a try! HELMETS ARE REQUIRED AND ALL RIDERS MUST STAY ON
THE PATHS. The second option is a more traditional approach to birding the ranch with a combination of driving and hiking.
Bring your lunch to enjoy with the group when the field trip is completed. Contact lauriefoss@flywayadventures.com, or
751-3677, for more information and detailed directions to the site. A list of birds of the ranch is also available by email.

Two Hour Tuesday! Smith Memorial Trail and Bull Creek Greenbelt, led by Stu Wilson

Meet at the gravel parking area for the Smith Memorial Trail in northwest Austin off Loop 360. This is found by turning north
onto Old Spicewood Springs Rd from Loop 360, and then making a quick right on the “shortcut road.” Note that Old Spicewood Springs Rd only goes north, i.e. out, from Loop 360, while Spicewood Springs Rd is the one with the big hill, going
southeast. No registration required.

Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend

Sponsored monthly by the Hornsby Bend Bird Conservatory. Contact Eric Carpenter at ecarpe@gmail.com for more information.

Beginners Bird Walk at Sunset Valley Nature Preserve, led by Stan VanSandt

Non-beginners are welcome, but don’t expect to see too many rarities! (Bring a spare pair of binoculars if you have them).
Each of the two walks will last an hour or less. Meet in the parking lot of the Sunset Valley City Hall across Jones Road from
the farmers market at the Berger Center. No registration required.

Commons Ford Park led by Ed Fair

Come join us at one of the most diverse parks in the Austin Parks and Recreation Department system with a
checklist of over 180 species. Catch the end of fall songbird migration The park always offers the opportunity for
a surprise or two. Commons Ford Ranch is located only a few miles west of the intersection of Bee Caves Rd.
and Loop 360. Specific directions and further details will be provided to confirmed participants. There will be
extensive walking but mostly on level ground. Bring binoculars, water and a snack. Limited to 15 participants.
These trips are always full, so please confirm your reservation early with Ed Fair at ezflaw@sbcglobal.net or
512-560-1943.

Two Hour Tuesday! Brushy Creek Greenbelt, led by Dan Callaway

From Interstate 35, go west on 734 (Parmer Lane) for about nine and 3/4 miles. Turn right onto Brushy Creek Road, then an
immediate right into the park. No registration required.

Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend

Austin’s premier birding site, this city-owned property packs an amazing variety of habitat into a small area: 50+ bird species
in a morning is routine. Led this month by Mikael Behrens and Jeff Patterson. No registration required - visit hornsbybend.
org for information and maps.

Tuesday, Oct 20
7:00 to midday

Super Tuesday! Palmetto State Park, led by Terry Banks.

Saturday, Oct 24
8 am to midday

The Fourth Annual Travis Audubon Floating Field Trip, led by Claude Morris.

Tuesday, Oct 27
8:00 am to 10:00 am
Saturday, Oct 31

Located on the San Marcos River near Lulling, this park has long been known as a birding hot-spot. Participants will meet at
a central location and carpool, and bringing a sack lunch is recommended. Limited to 15 people - contact Stan VanSandt at
empidider@yahoo.com to register.

From Webberville to Big Webberville Park, we will float a five mile section of the Colorado River that has proven to be very
birdy. There is slow moving water with an island about half way down. We can stop for a break and have lunch on the island
if needed. It is the middle of the migrations and we can see just about anything. Everyone is welcome to join, but you are
responsible for providing your own boat and gear. We will meet in the Webberville Park at 8:00. It should take 3-5 hours to
complete. Contact Claude at cgmorris@flash.net to register, or for more information.

Two Hour Tuesday! Butterflies at Zilker Park, lead by Stan VanSandt

Meet at the Zilker Garden Center on Barton Springs Road. We will also look at birds, of course, but if there have been no
freezes this should be the butterfly peak, for both variety of species and numbers of individuals. No registration required.

Ecological Literacy Day at Hornsby Bend

Every last Saturday of the month, For more information: Priscilla Murr at priscilla.murr@sbcglobal.net, or Kevin Anderson,
972-1960.

TRAVIS AUDUBON
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Travis Audubon Classes
Bird Drawing Workshop

Have you ever wanted to sketch an unfamiliar bird in the field
so you can identify it later, but you don’t even try because you
“couldn’t draw a stick”? Despair not! Travis Audubon is once
again offering a bird drawing class, and the instructor, Linda
Anderson, will show you just how much latent talent you really
have. This class will be helpful for those who just want to make
better sketches in the field, as well as serve as an introduction for
those who are more serious about becoming bird illustrators.
Linda has taught bird drawing sessions at our Youth Birding
Camps and for the last four years she has presented workshops
for adults on the same topic. Both levels of audience were very
enthusiastic about her presentations. You will learn the language
of drawing, which is applicable to all objects, although birds
will be the focus of this workshop. The class will sharpen your
observation skills and teach you to look at birds in an entirely
new way. You will use your new skills in the very first classroom
session by beginning to draw birds. You can either purchase a
set of drawing supplies the first night of class for approximately
$10, or the instructor will provide a list of supplies that you can
purchase on your own. After you have registered for the class, the
instructor, Linda, will provide you with a supply list for the first
class.
Two classroom sessions will be held - at a location north of
the U.T. campus in the Hyde Park area of Austin, Monday and
Wednesday evenings, Sept. 14 and 16, 7-9 pm and a field trip
on the morning of Saturday, September 19 at a location to be
announced. Tuition for this class is $40 for TA members and $55
for non-TA members. For more information or to register, contact
Anne at anne.wheeler @alumni.utexas.net.

Nestbox Workshop at Chaetura Canyon

Paul and Georgean Kyle will hold their annual workshop on
building nestboxes (birdhouses) on Sunday, October 4, from 1-4
pm. Each class member will be given a pre-cut kit to construct
his/her own nestbox during the class. Participants will learn
about the nesting needs of several cavity nesting birds such as
Carolina Wrens, Eastern Bluebirds, Black-crested Titmice, etc.
and the proper placement and care of the boxes.
Plans will also be available for Screech-owl boxes.
After the boxes are completed, Paul and Georgean will lead
the class through the trails of Chaetura Canyon Bird Sanctuary,
looking for nests and checking nestboxes for occupation earlier
this year. One of their Chimney Swift towers will also be
investigated.
Registration is limited to 12 builders. Children age 8 and above
will be welcome if accompanied by a parent. The cost of this
workshop is $25. Additional kits may be purchased for $15. For
more information or to sign up, contact Anne Donovan at 4723030 or ajdonovan@att.net.

14
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Fall Grasses Workshop

Fall is the time of year when most of our native prairie grasses
bloom, making them easier to identify. Learn to recognize many of
the common grasses of central Texas during a two-day workshop
held at Peaceful Springs Nature Preserve in eastern Burnet County
from 9 am to 1 pm, on Saturdays Sept. 26 and Oct 3.
This is the fourth year that Bill Reiner will teach the class on fallblooming grasses. He was a biological technician at Balcones
Canyonlands NWR for five years, where he became familiar with
most of the more than 90 grass species that have been identified
there. He has led grass-identification walks at the refuge and has
taught a class on spring-blooming grasses. Currently, Bill is a
biologist managing the City of Austin’s Balcones Canyonlands
Preserve.
The tuition for the workshop is $50 for TA members and $65 for
non-members. In addition there is a $15 supplies fee to be paid
at registration. To register, contact Frances Cerbins at fcerbins@
yahoo.com or phone 372-9039. Registration cutoff will be Sept 8.
Participants will be provided with additional information about the
class and directions to the meeting place when they register. Peaceful
Springs will provide notebooks for participants to make their own
grass identification guides.

Birds in Western Art and Literature

This course will explore a range of human responses to birds in the
visual arts and in letters. The workshop will consist of two parts
meeting in Central Austin at 7:00 pm. Part One (November 4) will
survey our historic treatment and regard for birds as trophies, icons,
guides, helpmates, messengers, and companions as depicted first in
prehistoric art, through religious iconography, to illustrator-artists,
such as John James Audubon and recently Roger Tory Peterson. The
aim is to show the fascination that we have expressed and continue
to enjoy with birds.
Part Two (November 11) will explore how birds are represented in
Western letters, notably in poetry (Neruda, Milton, Whitman and
others) and regional monographs (Williams, Teale, Bedichek). The
literary focus will deal with how people have come to appreciate
birds as birds (rather than as metaphors for the human condition).
We will discuss birds for themselves in order to sharpen our own
abilities for experiencing them in our daily lives and describing their
activities and movements.
We will share and comment on what we write or paint in order to
practice the art of seeing – paying a careful and watchful regard for
these living things that enhance our lives.
Robin W. Doughty, Professor
Department of Geography and The Environment
The University of Texas at Austin
To register for the class contact the Class Registrar, Anne Donovan,
at ajdonovan@att.net after September 15. Cost: $25 for members
and $35 for non-members.
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and even more TA Classes
Beginning Birding Classes

If you enjoy seeing birds in your yard and want to learn to
identify them, or if you’ve been looking for a new natureoriented hobby, perhaps a birding class is just what you need.
Once again Travis Audubon will sponsor an evening series
of classes for beginning birders. Classes will include four
lecture/photo sessions and four field trips. Because field trips
provide the opportunity to put into practice the skills taught
in the classroom, we strongly encourage registrants to make a
commitment to attend the field trips as well as the lectures.
Jean Martin has taught this class for the last ten years, and it is
designed to provide new birders with the techniques and skills
to help them identify unfamiliar birds. Participants will receive
a beginning birding booklet, plus many other handouts. Among
the topics to be discussed are choosing binoculars and field
guides, identification tips, bird biology, and migration.
The lecture/slide presentations will be held at a location in
northwest Austin. Field trips will be taken to various locations in
Travis and nearby counties later in the same week as the classes.
Lecture/slide presentations will be held from 7-9:30 pm on Oct.
29, Nov. 5, Nov. 19, and Dec. 3. Field trips will be on Saturdays
beginning about 7 am. The first two field trips will end about
noon and the last two will end about 2 pm; the dates are Oct. 31,
Nov. 7, Nov. 21, and Dec. 5.
The class tuition is $55 for Travis Audubon members and $65
for non-members. Class size is limited, so register early. To
register, send e-mail to Frances Cerbins at fcerbins@yahoo.
com or phone her at 372 9039.

Introduction to Raptors Class			

If you struggle when trying to differentiate between Sharpshinned and Cooper’s Hawks, or identify a Merlin or other
species of raptor, this introductory class on raptors will improve
your skills. Classroom sessions will focus on basic identification
techniques to help you recognize the different buteos, accipiters,
and falcons, which occur in central Texas and along the coast.
The class will not include owls.
Robert Reeves will once again teach the raptor class. Robert
has been a serious birder for about 34 years, and has been a TA
member for 14 years. Other TA classes he has taught include
Beginning Birding, Waterfowl Identification, and Backyard
Birding.
One classroom session will be held at the Hornsby Bend Center
for Environmental Research on Saturday, September 12, 8 am
to 4 pm, followed by visits to the Hornsby Bend Hawkwatch
site. Hawkwatches have been conducted at Hornsby Bend
since August 2000 and provide a good opportunity to begin to
practice what you have learned in class.
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The class will feature an optional field trip the weekend of Sept
26-27 to Hazel Bazemore County Park near Corpus Christi,
which is one of the most important hawkwatch sites in North
America. In 2007, over half a million Broad-winged Hawks were
counted during the season at the Hazel Bazemore Hawkwatch,
and many years the total number reaches 100,000 Broad-winged
Hawks in a single day. Twenty-seven different species of raptors
were recorded last year. Although we can’t guarantee you’ll see
huge numbers of a variety of raptors, the class field trip will
be taken during the period, which is generally the peak of the
migration season. The possibility of witnessing one of the great
spectacles of nature makes this class a “can’t miss” event.
Tuition for the class is $60 for TA members and $75 for nonmembers. Participants who go on the field trip will be expected
to pay an additional fee to cover Robert’s expenses. This should
range from $25 to $35, depending upon how many take the trip.
Registration is limited, so mark your calendar and contact
the registrar, Robert Reeves, by sending him e-mail: reevesrobert@att.net.

Sparrow Identification Class

Byron Stone will teach this popular class again this winter.
Learn why Byron refers to central Texas as “Sparrow Heaven”
as we review the 2 dozen species of native sparrows that occur
regularly in the Austin area each year. The class will be taught
on four separate Wednesday evenings in Austin between early
November and mid-January, with field trips on Saturday or
Sunday mornings following the class sessions. Exact dates could
not be determined by the newsletter deadline, but will be known
by early October. Class fee is $75 for TA members, $90 for nonmembers. To register or to request more specific information
about the class, please contact Byron after September 1 at
drbirdie@aol.com or 451-3380.

Gull Identification Class

If there is sufficient demand, Byron Stone will teach a oneday gull identification workshop again this winter. This class
will review identification of this challenging group of birds,
using digital images and ornithological specimens. The class
will focus on the 12 to 15 species of gulls that are most likely
to be encountered in Texas, with special emphasis on ageing
of individual birds, which is critical to proper identification of
confusing gulls. The class will be taught all day on a Saturday
between early November and mid-January, and will offer an
optional weekend field trip (on a different weekend) to a coastal
location to put ID techniques into practice. Class fee is $45 for
TA members, $60 for non-members.
If you are interested in this class, please contact Byron at
drbirdie@aol.com or 451-3380.
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Visit the Travis Audubon Web site:
www.travisaudubon.org

Travis Audubon
Travis

Audubon

J

oin your local Audubon chapter, Travis Audubon, by using the
form at the right.Your dues will be put to use supporting local conservation, education, research projects, field trips, and
other Travis Audubon activities right here in Central Texas.
We seek your support through your membership in our local chapter. (To become a member of the national Audubon,
please go to their Web site at www.audubon.org.)

Join Travis Audubon now and support
local birds, wildlife, and their habitats.
Travis Audubon chapter members receive six issues of this
Signal Smoke newsletter, priority sign-ups on local field trips,
discounts on our educational classes, the opportunity to participate in our e-mail group and attend our wonderful monthly
lectures, and more!

To join Travis Audubon:

Make your check payable to Travis Audubon and send it with
this form to Travis Audubon, 3710 Cedar St., Box 5, Austin, TX
78705, or join on-line using any major credit card by going to
www.travisaudubon.org and clicking on Membership.
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YES! I want to enjoy the benefits of Travis Audubon chapter membership. Enroll me as a member of Travis Audubon.
Enclosed is my check for:
 $12

 $25
 $35
 $75
 $100
 $250
 $1,000

Youth Membership (up to age 18)
Individual Membership
Family Membership
Painted Bunting Membership (bonus Travis Audubon
T-shirt)
Vireo Membership (bonus T-shirt and book)
Warbler Membership (bonus T-shirt, book, and free
workshop)
Lifetime Membership (bonus T-shirt, book,
free workshop, and listing in annual report)

T-shirt size (for premium memberships) ________________

 This is a gift membership from ________________________
Name___________________________Phone______________
Address___________________________________________
City_______________________ State_____ Zip_ __________
Email _____________________________________________
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