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Life and Death in Purple
Every spring, it is our privilege to watch another
generation of Purple Martins take to the skies over
Hornsby Bend. As we have for five seasons, we monitored
the gourds and house cavities, counting eggs and young,
and performing maintenance. Maintenance included
removing non-native House Sparrow nests, removing
dead birds and rotten eggs, and replacing mite-ridden nest
materials.
This year was the most successful in several ways. We
had the most eggs laid (221), the most hatched (154), and
the most fledged (136) of any year yet. We had the least
Photo credits: Andy Balinsky
interference from House Sparrows, only having to remove
one nest one time. The Martins have achieved nearly full
occupancy, leaving less room for competition. Next year we may add another gourd rack to
expand the colony.
This year did have its tragedies, too. Late in the season, in three gourds, young that were
near fledging-age died in the cavity. One group had a dead adult female in with them. Two
other adult females were found dead alone inside nest cavities. Based on a reports from other
martin landlords in Texas, we posit that lack of food due to the drought contributed to their
deaths. Early onset of extreme hot weather may have played a role, too. Hatching and fledging
percentages weren’t much different than other years, but we had never seen adults die late in
the season like this before. Are these early effects of climate change?
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One statistic that always makes us feel useful is the twelve martins that fledged due to our
maintenance efforts. Plus, there were several that benefited from having hundreds of bloodsucking mites removed with their bedding material.

TAS Regular Monthly Meetings
Thursday, Sept 18, 7:00pm
The Galapagos

As I write this, Purple Martins are gathering in the
tens of thousands at Highland Mall each evening.
Julia and I see this spectacle every year, and this
year was as impressive as ever. Just before sunset
martins come streaming from all directions,
and then swirl for a while over the mall parking
lot. Eventually, they settle in just three or four
of the dozens of trees available, all in one huge
squawking cluster. They cover virtually every
available branch like a blue and gray blanket. As
we watch, we wonder where in that mass are our
136 babies from Hornsby. By the time you read
this, these native Texans will be in Brazil, where hopefully they will find plenty of food to
survive our winter months and return to us next spring.
Andy Balinsky

Speaker: Kitty Coley


Thursday, Oct 16, 7:00pm
Conservation and
Nature Photography
Speaker: Bob Petersen
The Redbud Center
at 3601 Lake Austin Blvd. Austin TX
Please note venue is subject to change
Doors open at 6:30 pm for social time

see page 8 for additional details
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From the TAS President

write this note to you during the dog days of summer. Today may turn out to
be one of the hottest days yet – forecast calls for the temperature to possibly
reach 105 degrees F. Makes me yearn for the cool days of autumn. Enough
of that – you would probably be much more interested in knowing about
what is going on with your society. Well, your Travis Audubon Society (TAS)
Board took off the month of July and a working retreat is planned for August.
That doesn’t mean that we didn’t do any work, we just did it all through email, over the phone, and/or participating in a committee meeting or two. Our
excellent Executive Director, Nancy Manning, and our hard working TAS
committees have been busy this summer, working on a plethora of plans for
the future of our organization. The office staff has been working hard to update
the membership database and we still need a host of information from many
members who didn’t fill out the TAS member’s survey. So, if you haven’t filled
out the survey, please contact the TAS office at 300.BIRD and see how you
can get this done. This information is important to our organization for many
reasons.
Some highlights for you to mark in your calendar for the near future are
volunteer opportunities such as helping out at the TAS booth at the Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department’s EXPO the weekend of October 4 and 5;
continued on page 5
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Mission Statement

The Travis Audubon Society promotes the enjoyment, understanding,
and preservation of birds, other wildlife, and their habitats in Central Texas.

S I G N A L S M O K E / September/October 2008

Field Trips
Hornsby Bend
Hospitality
Latin America
Fundraising/Membership/Volunteer
Programs
Property and Finance
Publications
Sanctuary Chair
Society Historian
Youth Education
Urban Habitat

Eric Carpenter
Jeff Mundy
Lawrence Buford
Ethel Kutac
Valarie Bristol
Byron Stone
Jean Martin
Laurie Foss
Priscilla Murr
Susan Moak
Bob Warneke
Nancy Manning
Ann Gardner
Kelly Logan
Tess Sherman
Terri Siegenthaler
John Kelly
Julia Balinsky
Jane Tillman

300-2473
select option #3
334-4300
452-6344
346-7659
300-BIRD
970-5154
343-7053
300-BIRD
477-6192
925-4590
300-BIRD
300-BIRD
306-0737
320-8000
300-2473
263-2237
331-8693
926-7312
794-0058

ABOUT SIGNAL SMOKE
Subscription Information

Signal Smoke (ISSN 1931-9282), was published 11 times yearly through Volume 56,
No.4, and beginning with Volume 56, No.5,
is published 6 times yearly. Subscription
is a TAS membership benefit. To join, use
the form on the back page of this issue or
go to www.travisaudubon.org for an online
form. For address or subscription changes,
please call 512.300.BIRD (2473) or e-mail
info@travisaudubon.org. The USPS does not
forward Signal Smoke. Copyright 8 2008. No
part of this publication may be reproduced

without permission in writing from Travis
Audubon Society.

Newsletter Deadline

The submissions deadline is the first day of the
month preceding the first month of publication
(for example, June 1 for the July/August issue).
Submit uncopyrighted articles, announcements,
and art to Tess Sherman, tsherman1@austin.
rr.com; or mail to 210 E. Walnut Dr., Austin,
TX 78753. Submissions by email or on a CD
are preferred but not required. Call Tess at 300BIRD if you have questions.
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

Baker Sanctuary Nature Walk

O

n June 7th I co-led a nature walk at the Baker Sanctuary
with Marshall Johnston and Barry Lyon. Since Goldencheeked Warblers are most readily seen in March and
April I thought we would be lucky to find even one Golden
cheek. We had not walked very far on the trail when Barry
spotted our first Golden-cheek family. That was the first of five
families we encountered, the most Golden-cheeks I have ever
seen in a morning. Happily all these families contained young
birds that must have fledged in the last couple of weeks. It was

encouraging to see so many young birds even after a spring when
rainfall and thus insects were not plentiful. These birds were very
confiding, affording us point blank looks.
In addition to the Golden-cheeks we saw twenty-two other
species of birds including Blue-gray Gnatcatchers, a Black-andwhite Warbler, Ash-throated Flycatchers, and a Cooper’s Hawk. A
stunningly beautiful Scissor-tailed Flycatcher that was perched
near the ground put on a great show, hovering over the grass to
catch insects and showing its intensely pink “armpits”.
Thanks to Marshall Johnston, one of Texas’ premier botanists, we
identified 55 species of plants. Marshall told us interesting facts
about some of the plants. For example he mentioned that mullen
was brought to the New World by the Spaniards so they could use
the ground-up dried seeds as a fish poison!
Following the walk we enjoyed a delicious brunch catered by
Heidi Wittenborn of The Adequate Snack. From the brunch table
we spotted our final family group of Golden-cheeks, a fitting
ending to a wonderful morning.

From left to right: Victor Emanuel, Marshall Johnston
and Barry Lyon. Photo Credit: Terri Siegenthaler

Green Violet-ear visits TAS Member’s Best of
Texas Backyard Wildlife Habitat

O

n Tuesday, July 15, imagine my surprise when I
sat down to lunch with a friend and saw a HUGE
hummingbird perched at the feeder I had just put up
the day before. (I always wait until I see some Black-chinned
activity at my Turk’s Cap, before putting it out.) My first thought
was “a Magnificent” (it had been a year since I had seen one out
in Arizona), but a look in Sibley quickly ruled that out. The blue
ear patches, blue breast and the black bill were so distinctive,
along with the black band in the tail, which it cooperatively
fanned.
After struggling for a couple of hours to get pictures through
the window, I had the brainstorm to call TAS member and
photographer extraordinaire Jim deVries and invited him to
come over to try to document it. Wouldn’t you know that once
Jim got here about 4 p.m. it never showed again before we both
had to leave to get to the TAS Hummingbird ID class. It was
great fun to walk into the class and announce that I had a Green
Violet-ear in my backyard - and to see instructor Mark Klym’s
expression. If you don’t know Mark, he is with Texas Parks and
Wildlife and is the Hummingbird Roundup coordinator among
other things.
My husband, Mark, saw the hummer early the next morning
(he carefully ruled out the Broad-billed) and Mark K. and Jim
arrived about 9:30 a.m. They waited until 12:15 p.m. or so when
Jim got fantastic photos. I was so thankful that my ID had been
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

I had returned a few days earlier from a month in Sicily,
Sweden, and Scotland. This nature walk at Baker was the perfect
homecoming for me.
Victor Emanuel

correct! With Mark Klym’s advice and a little trepidation, I
posted the sighting to Texbirds, and hosted about thirty people
over the next several days - only three of whom were lucky
enough to see it: Jesse Huth, his mom, Jaci Krupa, and Lynne
Schaffer. I finally had one last look at it on Monday, July 21st
when it was hawking insects over a live oak, rhythmically
flying back and forth, in time with its characteristic voice.
Mark Klym managed to get the Austin American-Statesman
interested in an article and it ran in the Tuesday, July 22 newspaper. It was exciting to have such a wonderful hummingbird
come to my Best of Texas Backyard Wildlife Habitat. Provide
that habitat, and with a little luck, who knows what might be
next - a Magnificent?
Jane Tillman

Photo Credit: Jim deVries
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NATURALIST’S

CALENDAR

by Bill Reiner

photo by Robert Baumgardner

A

revised and reprinted from an earlier column

mong September’s loose flocks of ambiguous yellowish
warblers, brown flycatchers, and other small migrant
birds, you may spot a troupe of three or four Baltimore
Orioles drifting quietly through the treetops. The adult males are
still bedecked in striking black and orange, but most of the others
are costumed in the muted pale orange and brown of the females.
The majority of these are immature birds, taking their first tour
to the wintering areas that stretch from Mexico to northern
Venezuela.

Bobolink, as well as the orioles. What, you might wonder, do
the prairie-dwelling meadowlarks, the marsh-loving blackbirds,
and the arboreal orioles have in common? They certainly look
nothing alike.

The plumages of immature Baltimore Orioles – especially that
of the females – are quite variable. Some closely approach
the yellowish breast, white belly, and olive back of the female
and immature Bullock’s Orioles, which may also be migrating
through Central Texas now. A handy field guide will be helpful to
sort out the fine points of identification, but some birds may be
impossible to identify with certainty in the field.

There are two different sets of muscles for opening and closing
a bird’s bill. For most birds, the muscles that close the bill are
much larger and stronger than those for opening it. Strong billclosing muscles ensure a firm grip on prey, or help to crack
the hard exoskeletons of some insects or the shells of seeds. In
orioles and other icterids, however, the muscles that open the bill
are larger and stronger than those of most other birds, sometimes
even larger than the muscles that close the bill. Of what possible
use could that be?

There are also many hybrid Baltimore X Bullock’s Orioles.
The two species interbreed where their ranges intersect from
western Oklahoma north to Alberta. For this reason, in 1983 the
American Ornithologists’ Union (AOU) elected to lump the two
species into one, called the Northern Oriole. However, genetic
studies since then suggest that the two species are distinct.
Though they are closely related, they are actually not as close as
the widespread hybridization might suggest. In fact, Baltimore
Orioles may be more closely related to the Alta Mira Orioles
of the lower Rio Grande valley, and Bullock’s Orioles to the
Streak-backed Orioles that sometimes wander into Arizona from
Mexico. The AOU has since reversed their decision, and we now
have Baltimore and Bullock’s Orioles again.
If you keep your hummingbird feeder filled in September,
you might be startled to see a big orange “hummingbird”
investigating it. Orioles have a taste for nectar, and will also
partake of the sugar-water that hummingbirds enjoy. A cut-open
orange or banana placed in a feeder may also attract an oriole’s
attention.
Hummingbirds, with long bills and tongues specialized for
reaching nectar in tubular flowers, have a distinct advantage over
orioles. So an oriole often ignores the “front door” (so to speak),
and instead punctures the base of the flower tube with its sharplypointed bill, to reach the sweet liquid there. From the perspective
of the plant, this method is cheating, because the oriole bypasses
the pollen that is the whole point of the plant producing the
nectar.
Orioles are members of the Icteridae family, sometimes called the
New World Blackbirds (as opposed to the Blackbird of Europe,
which is actually a thrush, and a close relative of the American
Robin). The icterids of North America are an eclectic bunch,
including the meadowlarks, blackbirds, cowbirds, grackles, and
4
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One common characteristic is that wedge-like bill. It can be short
and stout on a cowbird, long on a grackle, or curved as on some
orioles, but it is always sharply-pointed and thick-based. The
musculature that operates it is also unusual.

It’s very useful, in fact, for prying things open: widening the hole
punctured at the base of a flower, for instance. Or pulling apart
the webbing in which some insects wrap themselves. Orioles
sometimes use this technique – called “gaping” – to widen the
holes they poke through the rinds of fruits; the prying action
squeezes juice from the pulp, which the orioles then lap up with
brush-tipped tongues. They also use it to pry up flakes of bark on
tree limbs to reach insects hidden beneath.
The eyes of icterids are positioned lower on the head than on
many birds, in direct line with the lower edge of the upper
mandible. Orioles can then look right down the gap between
the two mandibles to see what is hidden inside that rolled-up
leaf, or between two leaves webbed together. A meadowlark can
find insects hidden in tightly-bunched grasses. A Red-winged
Blackbird can peer between the leaves of cattails.
Gaping allows icterids access to food sources that other birds
can’t reach. That’s an important advantage for the relatively
heavy-bodied oriole trying to compete for food with light-weight
chickadees, warblers and vireos while foraging along the thin
branches of the treetops.
You may have trouble seeing an oriole gaping as it searches for
food high in a leafy tree canopy. Instead, try watching a Greattailed Grackle foraging on a lawn to witness this interesting foodfinding behavior.

A source of information for this column was Blackbirds of the
Americas, by Gordon H. Orians.
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Dan Callaway,
photo by Robert Baumgardner

DAN CALLAWAY

REPORT

Birding to Bastrop County - 7/16/08
Participants: Ethel Kutac, Janene Rowan, Emil Levasseur, Mike
Purdy, Catfish Kelly, and Dan Callaway
Target bird: Bald Eagle (not seen)

W

e spent from 8 to 10:30 a.m. along the Colorado River
in the Tahitian Village sub-division. Newly maintained
hiking trails with several access points were quite
helpful. While watching a Pileated Woodpecker perched in a
dead tree, another flew directly overhead, giving his haunting
call before joining his mate. Other good sightings in the area
were Great Blue, Little Blue, and Green Heron, Mississippi Kite,
Greater Roadrunner, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Chimney Swift,
Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Eastern
Wood-Pewee, American Crow, Carolina Chickadee, Tufted
Titmouse, Carolina and Bewick’s Wren, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher,
Eastern Bluebird, White-eyed and Red-eyed Vireo, Northern
Parula, Summer Tanager, Northern Cardinal, Painted Bunting,
Common Grackle, and first-year male Orchard Oriole.
President’s Note, continued from page 2

and also helping the youth of Travis County learn how to use
binoculars and find those birds in the trees at the TAS’s Youth
Birding Camp on October 18. For a fun time, put December
7 on your calendar for the TAS Holiday Gala – who knows
– maybe the Texas Parks and Wildlife Band will be back
for more rocking and rolling. We also have big plans for the
spring of 2009. Travis Audubon Society is hosting the Texas
Ornithological Society’s Spring Meeting on April 23 to
April 25 in conjunction with the Balcones Songbird Festival.
It should be a fantastic birding event! Save that weekend and
keep your eyes open on our web site for more information.
Marsha May

T

his year’s Expo will be
held at Texas Parks &
Wildlife headquarters
in Austin on October 4th &
5th, 2008. Begun in 1992 as a
tribute to hunting, fishing and
the Great Outdoors, Texas Parks
& Wildlife Expo celebrates
its seventeenth anniversary
Saturday and Sunday, October 4 & 5, 2008. Texas Parks and
Wildlife headquarters in Austin will be transformed into the site
of the largest event of its kind in the nation. Last year over 42,000
visitors enjoyed Expo!

Our next area was Colo-Vista and Ponderosa Road. Here we
added Crested Caracara, Red-shouldered and Broad-winged
Hawk, Black Vulture, Killdeer, Downy Woodpecker, Purple
Martin, and House Finch. Continuing Southeast on Hwy 71,
we exited to Buescher State Park, seeing Cliff Swallows and
House Sparrows under the overpass. In the park we never heard
the expected Pine Warblers singing. However, we did find
one frantically trying to keep an ungrateful, hungry cowbird
fed. Other notable birds: Cattle Egret, Red-tailed Hawk,
Eurasian Collared-Dove, Common Nighthawk, Scissor-tailed
Flycatcher, Western Kingbird, Northern Mockingbird, Cave
and Barn Swallow. Expected birds not seen were Great-crested
Flycatcher, Eastern Phoebe, and Indigo Bunting.
Total species: Fifty-five
Best bird: Pileated Woodpecker
Dominant species: Purple Martin

In Memoriam
On a sad note, Travis Audubon Society lost a very important
member recently. Gray Jolink, a member of the TAS Board,
passed away suddenly on June 23, 2008. He will be truly
missed. Travis Audubon Society is planning to build a Chimney
Swift tower in his memory in a location chosen by Gray’s
family. Chimney Swift authorities and TAS members, Georgean
and Paul Kyle, along with Board Member Chris Masey, have
volunteered to donate their labor in the construction of the
tower in memory of Gray. Donations from TAS members will
be greatly appreciated.
Marsha May
bike, see and touch wildlife,
learn about recreation in the
Great Outdoors and see and
buy the latest in outdoor
gear and services. Most
importantly, visitors can learn
how they can help to conserve
this precious resource. And it’s
FREE!

Presented by Texas Parks and Wildlife and a coalition of
conservation organizations, agencies and sponsors, Expo
celebrates the diversity of the outdoor experience in Texas. From
camping and outdoor skills to shooting sports and fishing, from
What is the Texas Parks and Wildlife Expo? It’s an outdoor
bird watching to paddle sports, Expo visitors have an opportunity
experience where visitors fish, shoot, kayak, rock climb, mountain to try their hands at two full days of fun in the outdoors.
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY
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Hawk Watch at Hornsby Bend

I

t’s time for the Hawk Watch at Hornsby Bend! Fall migration
is beginning, and that means it’s time once again for hawkwatching at Hornsby Bend. Predators are important indicators
of ecosystem health and it is important to monitor the status of
populations. By counting migrants, the numbers of these birds
can be tracked from year to year, and migration routes can be
determined. The Hornsby Bend Hawk Watch, a joint project of
TAS and the Hornsby Bend Bird Observatory, is part of the effort
to learn about hawk migration.
Common raptors sighted at Hornsby Bend are Mississippi Kites,
most abundant in late August to early September, and Swainson’s
Hawks, which come through in mid to late October. Both species
can be seen in large groups called “kettles”, although often the
birds are quite high and difficult to see. Other species that are
regularly observed include Red-tailed and Red-shouldered Hawks,
Broad-winged Hawks, Sharp-shinned and Cooper’s Hawks,
and Black and Turkey Vultures. Less common species include
Peregrine Falcons and Merlins, but occasionally something really
special comes through, like the Swallow-tailed Kites that Gary
Newgord listed last year!
We also count other migrant species, such as Anhingas, White
Pelicans, Long-billed Curlews, and Wood Storks. The ponds attract
many ducks and shorebirds, as well as other interesting migrants
such as butterflies and dragonflies. The Monarch Butterfly
migration occurs in mid-October, and some days the skies are
filled with butterflies. Dragonflies are an important food source for
many birds, especially Mississippi Kites and Swainson’s Hawks;
sometimes these hawks come quite close while feeding.

Our Donors

We thank these persons and groups who generously made recent
contributions to Travis Audubon Society (as of press time):
Baker Sanctuary
Richard Carlson

Hornsby Bend
Terry Banks

General

Virginia Bleck
James Brush
Norma L. Hutchinson
Suraiya Murray
Patricia Sharpe

Painted Bunting Membership
Vanessa Chiapetta
Dertien Family
Joe Haggard
Suzanne McAnna
Mark McClelland
Elsie Mogck
Diana M. Seidel
Andrew J. Senchack
Colleen Theriot
Debbye Wallace

Vireo Membership

Mary Elizabeth Booth
David Fischer
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Shelia Hargis & Laurie Foss
Elizabeth J. Maxim
Charles Michalik
Steven Pickrel
Bill Reiner, Jr.
Becke Runte
Kim Soechting

Warbler Membership
Valarie Bristol

Lifetime Membership
Sam Burnes

In Memory of Robert P. Sanchez
Shelia Hargis

In Memory of Raymond Carlton
Jon Donaldson & Mary Rocamora

In Memory of Gray Jolink
Barbara Anderson
Nancy Craven
George Dillingham
Anne & John Donovan
Shelia Hargis
Lily Knopman
Kelly Logan
Oliver Radkey
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Since 2000, we’ve seen the numbers of raptors at Hornsby Bend
vary considerably, from over 17,000 in 2004 to just over 5,000
in 2007. Why the numbers are so variable, we don’t yet know.
Drought, hurricanes, and conditions in the northern plains may
influence the population levels and movements of the birds from
year to year. We don’t know what guides the hawks, whether it
is weather patterns, or landmarks, so it is difficult to say what we
can expect this year.
This year’s count period begins around August 20, and will go
through October 22. I’ll be at the site from 9 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.,
or later if necessary, and depending on the weather.
Volunteers are needed for two days per week, to be determined.
I plan on being at the watch for four to five days a week during
most of the season, and more during the expected peak times;
however, the hawks don’t work on a schedule. Therefore, it
would be great to have people who could come out once or twice
during the hawk watch period to fill in on days I am not there.
I will teach volunteers the proper counting protocols, and how
to ID distant hawks, and you would have the opportunity to be
part of this important scientific effort. If you are interested in
volunteering, please call the TAS office at 300-BIRD.
I am still planning my schedule as of press time, but I will
announce my days and times ASAP. Come out and join me, or be
the official counter for the day!
Peg Wallace

Imre Karafiath
Brad Lirette
Robert Manning
Lorraine Markoff
Steven Matherly
Whooping Cranes/Welder Flats Jennifer Maxwell
Ralph C. Alderson
Carol McCasland
Keith Arnold
Mark & Teri McClelland
Shawn T. Ashbaugh
William Moon
Colin Bludau
Bernadette Noll
Paul Brick
Diane Nunley
David Bryant
Richard Payne
Martha Burke
Sonia Ralls
Sue Carter
Lora Render
Debra Corpora
Roxie & Kim Rochat
France P. Davis
William Rountree
Matt Dozier
Debra Scheuerman
Howard Dodge Engelman, M.D.
David & Susan Scott
Ted Eubanks
Gael & Leslie Simons
Mary & Billy Ferguson
Pamela Smolen
Bobbye Frazier
Amy Summerfelt
Brush Freeman
Geneva Swing
Charmaine Ganson
Tobi Troxell
Shelia Hargis & Laurie Foss
Larry Vaughn
Kenneth Hartman
Carol Wells
Joe Hearn
Bert Wessling
Jose Hernandez
Dan @ Wordsmith of Austin
Patsy Inglet
Robert York
Carolyn Johnson
Susan Yost
Anthony Jones
Susan Zimmerman
Emy Lou Sawyer
Skip Shumpes
Valerie Staats
Valerie Wenger
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Pátzcuaro is for the birds

B

irders are always seeking good venues and there are a
number of reasons to visit a little-known pueblo in the
Colonial Circle of Mexico. For the cross-border birder,
Pátzcuaro, Michoacán bundles a great package—a temperate
mountain climate, good birding, and rich culture.
The geographical characteristics of this region, located in the eastwest Central Volcanic Belt of Mexico, are noteworthy. Pátzcuaro
lies at 7200 feet of elevation; pine-oak forests, streams, waterfalls
and lakes abound. Precipitation averages forty-one inches per
year, most of which falls from June to September, bringing cool
summer days, lush vegetation and bright flowers. Birding here is a
sensory pleasure.
These attributes were enough to bring us Seattle Audubon Master
Birder Georgia Conti, who recently moved to Pátzcuaro, bag and
baggage. Georgia founded the Pátzcuaro Birding Club, which
has greatly increased local birding activity. Our group objectives
include birding, building a current checklist for this area, and
recording the sites where specific birds can best be found. We
share this information with visitors and residents for their birding
pleasure.
Diverse habitats in this zone support a variety of birdlife which
includes such exotic and endemic species as: Long-tailed Wood
Partridge, Mountain Trogon, Russet-crowned Motmot, Goldencheeked Woodpecker (I watched a nesting pair at length), Whitestriped Woodcreeper, Pine Flycatcher, Gray-barred Wren, Spotted
Wren, Happy Wren, Black-polled Yellowthroat, Red Warbler,
Red-breasted Chat, Rufous-capped Brushfinch, Cinnamon-bellied
Flowerpiercer, and one of my backyard favorites, Black-backed
(Abeille’s) Oriole. Just these birds will surely tempt you.
A few weeks ago, a small group from the Pátzcuaro Birding
Club met to observe hummingbirds at two backyard feeders.
Some twenty-five birds at a time hovered and fed. The busy mix
included seven species: Green Violet-ear, Broad-billed, Whiteeared, Berylline, Blue-throated, Magnificent and Violet-crowned
hummingbirds. Seeing the Violet-crowned hummingbird was a
real treat--not an everyday occurrence, even here. I particularly
enjoyed seeing the different species side by side,

which helps imprint size, field marks, and giz on my brain. All in
all, a good birding event.
To interesting avifauna and enjoyable natural setting, add the
area’s bonus attractions. Just two hours away, in the Spring, walk
through magnificent
orange clouds of
Monarch butterflies
as they begin their
migration north.
In Pátzcuaro, stroll
through cobblestone
streets to enjoy
colonial buildings.
Purhépecha Indian
culture colors the town
and skilled artisans
Magnificent Hummingbird.
craft an abundance of
Photo credit: Wayne Colony
folk art in many materials. The
daily market displays a
dazzling array of fresh
vegetables and fruits.
No wonder my husband
and I were lured here.
For almost five years
we have gone back and
forth between a house
in Austin and a house
in Pátzcuaro. Pátzcuaro
White-eared Hummingbird.
offers
good
birds, a climate that
Photo credit: Wayne Colony
well complements Austin’s, and
rich colonial and Indian culture. Come bird with the Pátzcuaro
Birding Club. You can even find a birdingpal in Pátzcuaro.
tracynovinger [at] gmail (d0t) com
www.birdpatzcuaro.blogspot.com/ (has link to area checklist)
www.patzcuarobirder.blogspot.com
www.birdingpal.org/Mexico.htm
In Pátzcuaro.

Tracy Novinger

Photo credits: Tracy Novinger
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Monthly Meeting Information

TAS Regular Monthly Meeting - 7:00 pm (doors open at 6:30 pm for social time)
Program begins at 7:00 pm. Location: The Redbud Center, 3601 Lake Austin Blvd. Please note that this locaton is
subject to change. Notification will be made via the webpage and email blasts. Parking available in the adjacent lots.
Refreshments provided. No monthly meetings during June, July, or August.

September 18, 2008

Guest Speaker: Kitty Coley
Topic: A Visit to the Galapagos

A

s a geologist, naturalist, and avid birder, Kitty Coley has
been leading and teaching on expeditions since the mid90s. Working with National Geographic, Smithsonian, and
Victor Emanuel Nature Tours, among others, Kitty has led
more than 80 expeditions – spending extensive time in remote
rain forests and rugged geologic settings around the world.
Her love of nature has led to exploration through scuba diving,
backpacking, white-water and sea kayaking, and biking. Kitty
is an enthusiastic teacher, an experienced observer and an
excellent lecturer.
Kitty Coley is the perfect naturalist to talk about the Galapagos,
a unique archipelago through which she has led more than
twenty expedetions. She has been photographing, diving,
snorkeling, and hiking throughout the islands since 2001.
Trained as a geologist, Kitty’s knowledge of volcanoes
combined with her love of nature and ornithology make her
knowledable about the volcanoes, birds, and marine mammals
of these remarkable islands. She is an enthusiastic lecturer
who will take you on a stunning and informative photo tour of
the Galapagos, in September’s opening lecture to the 2008/09
Audubon program year.

Business Members
Travis Audubon is delighted to
recognize its Business Members:
Capital Printing Co.
Jeff Baker Stanberry Realtors
Mundy & Singley, LLP
Powell, Ebert & Smolik, PC
To learn about the benefits of supporting Travis Audubon as
a Business Member, please go to www.travisaudubon.org and
click on Business Members, or contact Travis Audubon at
512.300.BIRD (2473).

October 16, 2008

Guest Speaker: Bob Petersen
Topic: Conservation through Nature Photography

I

mages for Conservation Fund (ICF), a nonprofit 501(c)(3)
organization, creates sustainable development of rural
economies through the establishment and prosperity of the
Private Lands Nature Photo Tourism Industry. Ninety-four
percent of Texas land and 90% of the Western Hemisphere
is privately owned. ICF photo tournaments, programs, and
economic incentives encourage private landowners to restore,
preserve and enhance wildlife habitat.

The Texas Hill Country Nature Photography Alliance is a group
of conservation minded landowners who have opened their
ranches up to guests for the purpose of nature photography,
bird watching and eco-tourism. All member ranches were
participants in the ICF 2006 Pro-tour of nature photography
and continue to promote the Texas Hill Country region as a
destination for Nature Photographers.
Mr. Petersen will present an overview of these two
organizations and the important role that private landowners
play in conservation. The presentation will be filled with
magnificent images take by the professional photographers that
participated in the ICF 2006 Pro-tour.
An avid outdoorsman and conservationist, Mr. Petersen has
been a supporter and member of numerous environmental
causes and organizations over the years. Mr. Petersen is ViceChairman of the Images for Conservation Fund, served as
chairman of the 2006 ICF Pro-Tour of nature photography.
Mr. Petersen serves on the Texas advisory board for The
Environmental Defense Fund, the advisory board for the Texas
State University Freeman Ranch and the advisory board for The
Hill Country Alliance. Mr. Petersen is the founder and serves
as President of The Texas Hill Country Nature Photography
Alliance. Mr. Petersen owns a ranch in Central Texas where
he has been focusing his conservation efforts on managing the
ranch and restoring its habitat to benefit of endangered species
and other wildlife native to Central Texas.

Alamo Inn

Lower Rio Grande * Lodging for
Birders

Guiding * Guides include Benton Basham
Artist’s studio * Grover Terry Beaman
Optics dealer * Brunton & Alpen

956-782-9912

www.alamoinnsuites.com
801 Main Street, Alamo TX
across from El Dorado Restaurant
8
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Notes from Chaetura Canyon

O

n July 11 at 10:30 a.m, eleven Austin Nature
and Science Center Summer Camp students and two
counselors arrived for a field trip. The curriculum of the
camp encompassed various aspects of field biology. The tour of
Chaetura Canyon focused on avian species. Heat was already a
factor by the time everyone assembled on the sun-drenched deck.
Although a few species were observed at the feeders before the
hike began, most species were heard as we walked the trails. Paul
gave a brief primer on birding by ear and soon the attentive group
was tuning into various avian vocalizations. The imaginative
teenagers began to assign their own human translations to those
vocalizations.
While in the open field area of the Sanctuary, disparate flight
techniques were observed. Turkey Vultures soared overhead
with nary a flap; White-winged Doves rocketed by with strong
downward wing strokes then glided as they folded their wings to
their body and then extended upward for the next stroke. Chimney
Swifts flickered by with their stiff winged power strokes on
upward as well as downward flaps in obvious contrast to the Barn
and Cliff Swallows that seemed to float by in comparison. Many
of the flight maneuvers were re-enacted by Paul for descriptive
and amusing display.
In the lower canyon, several nests (no longer in use) were
observed including those of Northern Cardinals and an abandoned

Dinner with the Swifts at Chaetura Canyon

The Travis Audubon Chaetura Canyon Bird Sanctuary is unique. It
is the only place in the world where Chimney Swifts are so carefully
protected and so closely observed in such an intimate setting. As
their numbers dwindle elsewhere, Chimney Swifts thrive at Chaetura
Canyon due to innovative conservation practices resulting from over
20 years of observation and research by Georgean and Paul Kyle. To
insure conservation for future generations of swifts and birders alike,
Paul and Georgean donated their beautiful property and home to the
Travis Audubon Society in 2006 to be protected in perpetuity. You
can help maintain this wonderful TAS resource by attending one of
two unforgettable evenings this Fall:
Dates: Friday, September 19th or
Saturday September 20th
Time: 6:00 PM
Place: The Kyle’s Residence at Chaetura Canyon

ANC Students. Photo credit: Anne Donovan

(after successful nesting) Rufous-crowned Sparrow nest beneath a
clump of Lindheimer Muhly just off of the trail. After the final climb
up everyone gathered at the newly constructed outdoor classroom
area dubbed “The Kiva” to update field journals and tally the
twenty-two avian species identified during the hour-long walking
tour. Several gallons of cold water were downed along with lunch
before the group congregated inside the residence to view a video of
the clandestine nesting behavior of Chimney Swifts.
We extend special thanks to Anne Donovan and Ann Connell for
their assistance in making this field trip possible.
Georgean and Paul Kyle, Sanctuary Stewards
Enjoy drinks on the covered deck, overlooking the Canyon
followed by a seated gourmet dinner hand-prepared by Georgean
with garden-fresh ingredients. At dusk, Chimney Swifts cavort
and circle above the deck before going to roost. At the conclusion
of the impressive aerial show the Kyles will host a brief video
presentation showing rarely seen nesting activities from Chaetura
Canyon.
Each exclusive event is limited to ten participants per evening.
Last year was a sell out, so don’t wait too long! Admission is
$100 per person with all proceeds to be used for maintenance and
ongoing conservation and education projects at Chaetura Canyon.
To secure your reservations, please contact: Georgean and Paul
Kyle, via email at dwa@austin.rr.com or (512) 266-3861

Native Plants from Chaetura Canyon

If you are planning to purchase native plants for your landscaping
activities, you should contact Sanctuary Steward Georgean Kyle
(dwa@austin.rr.com) to see what she has in stock. All of her plants
are propagated on-site, and most come from parent plants on the
Sanctuary. There is a uniform price of $6.00 per plant, and all
proceeds go to TAS to help fund projects at Chaetura Canyon.

A BIG Thank You to Chaetura Canyon Donors

Artist - Georgean Kyle
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

Anne and John Donovan
Ann and Bill Edwards
Julia Heskett
Donna Keel

Priscilla Murr
Peterson Charitable Lead Trust
Caroline and Pat Powers
Loretta Stiles
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TAS News and Notes
TogetherGreen Grant Received by TAS

TogetherGreen is a dynamic and innovative Audubon program
funded by Toyota, which provides grants to individual Audubon
chapters to provide inspiration, leadership, and opportunities that
inspire people to improve the health of our environment. One
criterion for receipt of these grants is to engage a new audience,
previously underrepresented in conservation efforts.
For TAS, the new audience is the “eastside” of Austin. We
have received one grant to initiate 6 volunteer days engaging
this new audience in invasive removal, trail cutting, and new
native plantings at Blair Woods and restoration of demonstration
gardens and trail maintenance at Hornsby Bend. Volunteer Days
at both sites will involve an education component.
If you have an interest in being involved in these projects, please
call Nancy at TAS: 300-BIRD.

Matching Contributions

Another Important Way to Support Travis Audubon Society
Your contributions to Travis Audubon Society make a
significant statement about how you value what we do in
the community. Many companies in and around Austin also
realize the importance of giving back to the community and
are getting involved by matching their employees’ donations
to our organization. By asking your employer to back your
commitment, you are making your contribution even more
meaningful. Participating in your employer’s matching gifts
program is a simple process. Ask your human resources office
for a matching gift form, complete your part, and send it to us:
Travis Audubon Society
3710 Cedar St., Box 5
Austin, TX 78705
We will do the rest. Your support ensures that our work in the
community continues today and flourishes tomorrow.

Native Grasses of Central Texas

October 2 (lecture, 7 – 9 PM) &
October 4 (field trip, 8 AM – 2 PM), 2008
Offered by the Native Plant Society of Texas – Williamson
County Chapter. Details can be found at www.npsot.org/
WilliamsonCounty/default.htm.

Our apologies to birder/photographer Vincent
O’Brien. In the print version of the July/August 2008
Signal Smoke we incorrectly attributed the photo
credit on page 3 under the ‘When Nature Calls...’ caption. The photography credit for both photos belongs
to Vincent O’Brien.

2008 Youth Birding Camp
Sponsored by Travis Audubon Society
Saturday, October 18, 2008
Hornsby Bend 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.
for kids ages 8-12

Cost - $40, which includes:
• a North American Birds field guide
• a journal
• snacks and lunch
Kids may bring their own binoculars, borrow
a pair from us or purchase a pair for $20.
10
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Scholarships are available
Campers will:
• Learn to use binoculars, a field guide
and a field journal
• Learn the art of identifying birds
• Enjoy a day outdoors in nature
• And much more
Contact Julia Balinsky at (512) 926-7312 or
jwaxwing@employees.org
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

Baker Sanctuary News

T

AS member Cindy Sperry surveyed the TAS-BS 100-acre
GCWA (Golden-cheeked Warbler) plot again in 2008.
Based on her excellent compiled observations, including
patterns of movement, counter-singing and the presence of
females and fledglings, Cindy estimated at least 14 GCWA males
established territories within plot boundaries and another seven
occupied territories partially within or immediately adjacent to
the plot. This is fewer territories than Cindy estimated for the last
two years (22 in-plot and 4 edge in 2006; 20 in-plot and 7 edge
for 2007). For unknown reasons, this year no males occupied
territory in the southwest corner of the plot where three to four
territories have been located in the past. Other areas of the plot
were generally occupied much the same as the last two years.
Cindy admitted that her estimates might be more conservative
this year since she detected less counter-singing than in the past
two years, resulting in the possibility that she had grouped two
males into a single territory in some areas. However, she felt that
it was preferable to err on the side of undercounting territories in
the absence of clear evidence of separate male identities. On the
other hand, Cindy was more successful in confirming pairing and
mating success this year than last year. Females were confirmed
in eight in-plot and two edge territories, while 16 fledglings
were detected in ten territories (9 in-plot and 1 edge). Altogether,
eleven of the fourteen in-plot territories and two of the seven
edge territories had confirmed female and/or fledglings.
During Cindy’s final survey on May 26, she witnessed a frantic
male GCWA chipping and flapping just below a Texas Rat Snake
that was slowly moving through the top of a juniper just north of
the plot. One fledgling was across the trail and judging from the

National Wildlife Refuge Week

Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge
invites you to participate in Free activities on
Saturday, October 11 at Doeskin Ranch on RR 1174.
Guided walks and programs include Birds and Butterflies, Nature Photography, Spider Walk, Dragonflies, and
Snakes!
Look for migrating hawks!
Buy bird nest boxes - 9 am until supply lasts.
Only $5 each.
Creatures from the Pond: view bizarre water creatures
from 10 am-4 pm.
Catch Monarch Butterflies & tag them with tiny stickers if
Monarchs are present.
Enter the Butterfly tent!
For more info call Rob Iski at 512-339-9432 x 70
• Groups: please call in advance to register
• Times & Activities subject to change
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

male warbler’s behavior, she suspected another was in the tree
with the snake, but she did not see it. The male GCWA moved
back and forth from the tree with the snake to the fledgling across
the trail until the snake moved out of sight (probably because of
Cindy’s presence). Camera studies have shown that Texas Rat
Snakes are a primary predator of GCWA eggs and nestlings. On
June 13th, I found a shed Texas Rat Snake skin hanging from a
juniper limb, just off the Blue Trail on the western edge of the
100-acre GCWA plot.
Cindy documented forty-four bird species in or near the 100acre plot during 2008 surveys. In addition to the GCWA, species
detected on every survey included the Carolina Chickadee,
Black-crested Titmouse, Northern Cardinal, and Black-andwhite Warbler. Other common species were the Turkey Vulture,
Mourning Dove, Ladder-backed Woodpecker, Western Scrub-Jay,
Carolina Wren, Bewick’s Wren, and White-eyed Vireo. Migrant
warblers included Nashville, Blackburnian, and American
Redstart. Again this year, she did not detect Brown-headed
Cowbirds or any signs of nest parasitism in the plot. (This article
was taken from the Results of the Golden-cheeked Warbler Survey
for the Baker Sanctuary 100-Acre Plot, Spring 2008, Travis
County, Texas by Cindy Sperry).
John Wilcox, TAS-Baker Sanctuary Steward
In order to reduce the browse pressure on the Golden-cheeked Warbler habitat at the Baker Sanctuary, we will close at dusk on October
19, 2008 in preparation for our annual White-tailed Deer hunt. The
Sanctuary will re-open at dawn on January 31, 2009. Thank you all
for your patience and continuing support.

B

irding at Hornsby Bend depends largely on volunteer effort:
making Hornsby birder-friendly is not the responsibility of
the City of Austin. Thus, I would like to thank all the TAS members who turn out for the Ecological Work Days. In particular,
this month, I’d like to thank Julia Heskett who has re-painted, repaired and re-juvenated the kiosks at Hornsby. She donated both
time and money to fund this project. Please notice the renewed
kiosks the next time you’re are out there. She has done a marvelous job and deserves our thanks.
Priscilla Murr
This season, TAS donated
funds to Texas Bluebird Society (TBS) to cover the cost
of two nestboxes and installation materials Hornsby Bend.
Barbara Vinson, member of
TAS and TBS, assumed the responsibility of monitoring the
nestboxes at Hornsby. Photo
credit: Barbara Vinson.
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TAS Events - Sept 2008

Tuesday, Sept 2 Two Hour Tuesday! Led by Stan VanSandt
8 am Riata Pond (northwest Austin - Hwy 183) Take Duval exit from Hwy 183, continue past Duval on service road

(from points north loop under 183) about .6 mile, then turn right onto Riata Trace Parkway. Pond is about 1 mile
ahead on right - park in office building parking lot just past the pond. No registration required.

Tuesday, Sept 9 Two Hour Tuesday! Led by Stan VanSandt
8 am Blunn Creek Preserve (south Austin - Travis Heights). From E. Oltorf Street turn south onto I35 frontage road.
Drive .5 mile and turn right onto St. Edwards Drive - park on road near trailhead. No registration required.

Saturday, Sept 13 Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend
7:00 am & 4 pm Contact Eric Carpenter at ecarpe@gmail.com for more information. Sponsored monthly by the Hornsby
Bend Bird Observatory.
Saturday, Sept 13 Final 2008 Second Saturday Swift Watch at Chaetura Canyon
7:00 pm to 9:00 pm Join Sanctuary Stewards Georgean and Paul Kyle for a final evening of Chimney Swift Watching and native plant

sale at Travis Audubon’s Chaetura Canyon Bird Sanctuary on September 13 from 7:00 until 9:00 PM. You are invited to bring your own favorite adult beverage or soft drinks to enjoy with snacks provided courtesy of Georgean
and Paul on the outdoor deck as the swifts gather at dusk. This final date is very special because counts of the
roosting swifts will be reported to the continent-wide “A Swift Night Out!” program (see www.ChimneySwifts.org
for more information). The evening is limited to 15 participants, so contact Georgean and Paul as soon as possible
to make your reservation. Email: dwa@austin.rr.com

Tuesday, Sept 16 Two Hour Tuesday! Led by Stan VanSandt
8 am St. Edwards Park (northwest Austin - Bull Creek). On Spicewood Springs Road, about 2.3 miles from either Hwy
183 or Loop 360. Meet in main parking lot. No registration required.

Saturday, Sept 20 Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend
7:30 am to Noon Austin’s premier birding site. No registration required. Contact fieldtrips@travisaudubon.org for more
information.
Tuesday, Sept 23 Two Hour Tuesday! Led by Stan VanSandt
8 am Richard Moya Park (southeast Austin - near airport). Take Hwy 183 south past Hwy 71 (airport will be on left),
turn left on Burleson Road. After about 1 mile turn right into Richard Moya - park in first lot. No registration
required.

Saturday, Sept 27 Third Annual Floating Field Trip, led by Claude Morris
7:30 am to noon This time of year the migrations are in full swing. There are all kinds of birds passing through the area. Anything is

possible! The trip will go from the park in the town of Webberville to the Big Webberville Park. As a group we will
meet in Webberville at 8:00 a.m. Everyone is welcome to join. This is about a 5-mile section of river with slowly
moving or still water. DIRECTIONS: Webberville is in eastern Travis County. Take 19th Street / MLK / Hwy 969
and go east. You will go east of Airport Blvd, east of Hwy 183, east of Hwy 973. About 7 miles east of Hwy 973
is the town of Webberville. When you get to town, there will be a sign that says Water Street. Go right on Water
Street. After about a block the street turns back to the left. After another block turn right into the park. CONTACT
INFORMATION: claude.morris@co.travis.tx.us, 512-619-4797 Cell. SAFETY: As you are aware, there are
inherent risks with this type of activity. The weather is highly variable this time of year. The water should be warm.
Extreme conditions are possible. Be prepared for any condition that could arise as a result of unexpected weather,
river flow, or health conditions. Some suggested personal gear to have includes (but is not limited to): Protective clothing like hat, long sleeves, etc., sun screen, plenty of fresh water, lunch, first aid, dry bag, dry clothes for
afterwards.

Saturday, Sept 27

Ecological Literacy Day at Hornsby Bend

Every last Saturday of the month, For more information: Priscilla Murr at priscilla.murr@sbcglobal.net,
or Kevin Anderson, 972-1960.

Sunday, Sept 28 Commons Ford Ranch Park, Led by Ed Fair
7:30 am to 11:30 am Come join us at one of the most diverse parks in the Austin Parks and Recreation Department system.
Fall migration is always interesting in the park and offers the opportunity for a surprise. Specific directions and further details will be provided to confirmed participants. There will be extensive walking but
mostly on level ground. Bring water and a snack. Limited to 15 participants. These trips are always full,
so please confirm your reservation early with Ed Fair at ezflaw@sbcglobal.net or 512-560-1943.
Tuesday, Sept 30
8 am

12

Two Hour Tuesday! Led by Stan VanSandt

Wild Basin (west Austin - off Loop 360). Located on Capital of Texas Highway (Loop 360), about 4 miles north of
Mopac intersection, or 7 miles south of Hwy 183. Watch for small sign before turnoff. No registration required.
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TAS Events - Oct 2008
Jonestown Chimney Swift Roost with Kathy McCormack
Additional September
ﬁeld trip just added for
Saturday, Sept 13
6:00 – 8:15 pm

Tuesday, Oct 7
8 am

Saturday, Oct 11
7 am and 4:00 pm

Sunday, Oct 12
all day

Tuesday, Oct 14
8 am

Join Kathy McCormack for dinner at the True Grits restaurant on FM 1431 in Jonestown from 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. and then
walk across the street to watch thousands of Chimney Swifts swirl into their roost in an old cistern at sunset (picture the
Congress Street Bridge bat emergence in reverse). This is one of the national “A Swift Night Out” weekends (see www.
chimneyswifts.org for details) and we will be submitting our count data from this field trip. The viewing area for the
Chimney Swift roost is wheelchair accessible. If there is interest, a short field trip may be organized nearby in the late
afternoon. No reservation is required, but contact Kathy McCormack (VEFL21@yahoo.com, (c) 698-9880) if you have
any questions, or if you are interested in working up an appetite with a walk before dinner.

Two Hour Tuesday! Led by Stan VanSandt

Mary Moore Searight Park (south Austin - Slaughter Lane). From I35, take Slaughter Lane west about 2 miles and turn
south (left) onto Bilbrook. Go about 1 mile and turn right onto Watchful Fox, then take second left onto Decker Prairie and
drive to parking lot at end of road. No registration required.

Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend

Contact Eric Carpenter at ecarpe@gmail.com for more information. Sponsored monthly by the Hornsby Bend
Bird Observatory.

Any circle of your choosing, The Big Sit!

There’s no birding event like it. Compete with teams throughout the country to see how many species you can
count in a 17-foot diameter circle of your choosing – while sitting and relaxing! – within a 24-hour period.
Collect pledges for each species tallied to add to the TAS general fund and to raise awareness of our outstanding conservation organization. Pledge forms are available on-line at the link below. The “official” Travis
Audubon circle will once again be at Hornsby Bend by the ponds, so drop by and join us when you can for the
biggest tail-gate party in birding. Last year we tallied 54 species, so help us top that if you can! Fund-raising is
optional – having fun mandatory! Visit www.birdwatchersdigest.com/site/funbirds/bigsit/bigsit.aspx to register
your own circle, read the rules of play and download a pledge form. Contact fieldtrips@travisaudubon.org
for local information.

Two Hour Tuesday! Led by Stan VanSandt

Zilker Park/Barton Creek (south-central Austin). From Barton Springs Road in Zilker Park turn north onto
Stratford Drive. Park under Mopac Bridge. No registration required.

Saturday, Oct 18
7:30 am to noon

Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend

Saturday, Oct 25

Ecological Literacy Day at Hornsby Bend

Austin’s premier birding site. No registration required. Contact fieldtrips@travisaudubon.org for more information. More information and directions to the site can be found online.
Every last Saturday of the month, For more information: Priscilla Murr at priscilla.murr@sbcglobal.net, or
Kevin Anderson, 972-1960.

TAS Book Club News
new location

TAS Book Club Changes

The Travis Audubon Nature Book Group will meet about every 2-3 months at a local restaurant.
Reservations are required, so please RSVP to Terry Banks at 331-0071 or tessiembanks@msn.com at
least two days before the meeting. This is so we can reserve a seat for members at the restaurant and
so details about the location can be discussed. Anybody can come and it is not mandatory to read the
book; however, discussion is richer when the book has been read by most of the participants.
Monday, October 27, The Third Chimpanzee by Jared M. Diamond.

About TAS Field Trips All TAS field trips are open to members and nonmembers and to experienced and inexperienced birders. Wear appropriate clothing and walking shoes, and bring binoculars and water. Unless otherwise noted, field trips are free. For complete, up-to-date information
on field trips, including cancellations due to weather or other circumstances, please check the TAS website at www.travisaudubon.org. Because of
the publication schedule of the newsletter, things can change. If you do not have Internet access, please contact the person(s) listed with the event
description.

About Hornsby Bend Maps and other information about the Hornsby Bend facility may be found on the Hornsby Bend website at www.
hornsbybend.org

TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY
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Sept/Oct 2008 TAS Birding Classes
Introduction to Raptors Class

If you struggle when trying to differentiate between Sharpshinned and Cooper’s Hawks, or identify a Merlin or other
species of raptor, this introductory class on raptors will
improve your skills. Classroom sessions will focus on basic
identification techniques to help you recognize the different
buteos, accipiters, and falcons, which occur in central Texas
and along the coast. The class will not include owls.
Robert Reeves will once again teach the raptor class. Robert
has been a serious birder for about 34 years, and has been a
TAS member for 14 years. Other TAS classes he has taught
include Beginning Birding, Waterfowl Identification, and
Backyard Birding.
Two morning classroom sessions will be held at the Hornsby
Bend Center for Environmental Research on Saturdays,
September 13 and 20, from 9:30 a.m.-12:00 noon, followed
by visits to the Hornsby Bend Hawkwatch site. Hawkwatches
have been conducted at Hornsby Bend since August 2000 and
provide a good opportunity to begin to practice what you have
learned in class.
The class will feature an optional field trip the weekend of
September 27-28 to Hazel Bazemore County Park near Corpus
Christi, which is one of the most important hawkwatch sites
in North America. In 2007, over half a million Broad-winged
Hawks were counted during the season at the Hazel Bazemore
Hawkwatch, and many years the total number reaches 100,000
Broad-winged Hawks in a single day. Twenty-seven different
species of raptors were recorded last year. Although we can’t
guarantee you’ll see huge numbers of a variety of raptors,
the class field trip will be taken during the period, which is
generally the peak of the migration season. The possibility of
witnessing one of the great spectacles of nature makes this
class a “can’t miss” event. Since last year’s hawkwatch a new
hawkwatch platform was built at Hazel Bazemore, which
should make observation of hawks even more fun.
Tuition for the class is $60 for Travis Audubon Society
members and $75 for non-members. Participants who go
on the field trip will be expected to pay an additional fee to
cover Robert’s expenses. This should range from $25 to $35,
depending upon how many take the trip. Registration is limited,
so mark your calendar and contact the registrar, Byron Stone,
by sending him e-mail: drbirdie@aol.com.

Fall Grasses Workshop

Fall is the time of year when most of our native prairie grasses
bloom, making them easier to identify. Learn to recognize
many of the common grasses of central Texas during a two-day
workshop held at a preserve in eastern Burnet County from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m., on Sept. 20 and 27.
This is the fourth year that Bill Reiner will teach the class
on fall-blooming grasses. He was a biological technician at
14
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Balcones Canyonlands NWR for five years, where he became
familiar with most of the more than 90 grass species that have
been identified there. He has led grass-identification walks at
the refuge and has taught a class on spring-blooming grasses.
Currently, Bill is a biologist managing the City of Austin’s
Balcones Canyonlands Preserve.
The tuition for the workshop is $50 for TAS members and $65
for non-members. To register, contact Jean Martin after Aug.
24 at gobirding@verizon.com or phone 343-7053. Participants
will be provided with additional information about the class
and directions to the meeting place when they register.

Nestbox Workshop at Chaetura Canyon

Paul and Georgean Kyle will hold their annual workshop on
building nestboxes (birdhouses) on Sunday, October 5, from
1-4 pm. Each class member will be given a pre-cut kit to
construct his/her own nestbox during the class. Participants
will learn about the nesting needs of several cavity nesting
birds such as Carolina Wrens, Eastern Bluebirds, Black-crested
Titmice, etc. and the proper placement and care of the boxes.
Plans will also be available for Screech-owl boxes.
After the boxes are completed, Paul and Georgean will lead
the class through the trails of Chaetura Canyon Bird Sanctuary,
looking for nests and checking nestboxes for occupation
earlier this year. One of their Chimney Swift towers will also
be investigated. Registration is limited to twelve builders.
Children age 8 and above will be welcome if accompanied by
a parent. The cost of this workshop is $45 for TAS members;
$50 for non-members. Additional kits may be purchased at the
workshop for $15. For more information or to sign up, contact
Anne Donovan at 472-3030 or ajdonovan@att.net.

Bird Drawing Workshop

Have you ever wanted to sketch an unfamiliar bird in the field
so you can identify it later, but you don’t even try because you
“couldn’t draw a stick”? Despair not! Travis Audubon Society
is once again offering a bird drawing class, and the instructor,
Linda Anderson, will show you just how much latent talent
you really have. This class will be helpful for those who just
want to make better sketches in the field, as well as serve as an
introduction for those who are more serious about becoming
bird illustrators.
Linda has taught bird drawing sessions at our Youth Birding
Camps and for the last four years she has presented workshops
for adults on the same topic. Both levels of audience were
very enthusiastic about her presentations. You will learn
the language of drawing, which is applicable to all objects,
although birds will be the focus of this workshop. The class
will sharpen your observation skills and teach you to look at
birds in an entirely new way. You will use your new skills in
the very first classroom session by beginning to draw birds.
You can either purchase a set of drawing supplies the first
night of class for approximately $10, or the instructor will
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

provide a list of supplies that you can purchase on your own.
After you have registered for the class, please e-mail Linda
at lindartist@gmail.com to order your supplies, so she can
purchase them prior to the first class, or ask her to send you a
list. Linda receives a 20% discount, so ordering from her may
be less expensive than making purchases on your own.
Two classroom sessions will be held – October 7 and October
9 from 7-9 p.m. The class will meet north of the U.T. campus
in the Hyde Park area of Austin. There will also be a field trip
on the morning of Saturday, October 11, at a location to be
announced. Tuition for this class is $40 for TAS members and
$55 for non-TAS members. To register, send e-mail to Anne
Wheeler at anne.wheeler@alumni.utexas.net or call 338-1131.

Beginning Birding Class

If you enjoy seeing birds in your yard and want to learn to
identify them, or if you’ve been looking for a new natureoriented hobby, perhaps this birding class is just what you
need. The class will consist of four lecture/slide sessions and
four field trips. Because field trips provide the opportunity to
put into practice the skills taught in the classroom, we strongly
encourage registrants to make a commitment to attend the field
trips as well as the lectures.
Jean Martin is teaching this class for the ninth year. The
curriculum is designed to provide new birders with the
techniques and skills to help them identify unfamiliar birds.
Participants will receive a beginning birding booklet plus
many other handouts. Among the topics to be discussed are
choosing binoculars and field guides, identification tips, bird
biology, migration, conservation, and building on the skills you
have been taught.
The lecture/slide presentations will be held Oct. 23, Nov.
6, Nov. 20, and Dec. 4 from 7-9:30 p.m. at a location in
northwest Austin. Field trips will be taken to various locations
in Travis and nearby counties on Saturdays following the
classroom sessions - Oct. 25, Nov. 8, Nov. 22, and Dec. 6.
Trips will begin about 7am and end between noon and 2 p.m.
The class tuition is $55 for Travis Audubon Society members
and $65 for non-members. Class size is limited, so register
early by sending e-mail to Jean Martin after Aug. 24 at
begbird@austin.rr.com. If you don’t have e-mail, call her at
343-7053.

Gull Identification Class

Get ready for Gulls! Travis Audubon Society will offer a Gull
Identification Class on Saturday November 1st. The class will
be taught by Byron Stone, who also teaches Travis Audubon’s
popular Sparrow Identification Class. This class will consist
of about six hours of classroom instruction on a single day
(morning and afternoon sessions separated by a lunch break).
An optional weekend excursion to a coastal location will be
offered separately for a modest additional fee to cover the
instructor’s expenses.
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The class will focus heavily on identification of the six
species of gulls that occur regularly in good numbers in
Texas, including Ring-billed, Herring, Laughing, Franklin’s,
Bonaparte’s and Lesser Black-backed Gulls. Class participants
will learn a general approach to gull identification that will be
helpful anywhere in the world, and will learn to determine the
age of most gulls they encounter, which is a prerequisite for
accurate identification of the most confusing species of gulls.
The class will cover in some detail the identification of each
age-group of each of the above species, and participants will
learn what field marks are important to separate each of the
above species from one another and from other similar gulls
which occur occasionally in the state.
In addition to the above six species, some time will be spent
on identification of an additional six or seven species of gull
which occur less frequently in Texas, including California,
Thayer’s, Great Black-backed, Glaucous, and Mew Gull with
some attention also to Little Gull, Sabine’s Gull and Blacklegged Kittiwake. Byron will use digital images of gulls at rest
and in flight which he has collected in his travels, or borrowed
with permission from others, much like the way he teaches
his sparrow classes and workshops. Additionally, we hope to
have specimens of several of the more common species of
gulls available for in-class inspection. The class will be limited
to 40 participants. Fee is $45 for TAS members, $60 for nonmembers. For registration and more specific class information,
contact Byron after September 15 at drbirdie@aol.com.

Sparrow Identification Class – Fall 2008

Byron Stone will teach Travis Audubon’s popular Sparrow
Identification Class again this fall. Central Texas is one of the
best places in North America to study native sparrows, most
of which are here in good numbers by mid-November.
The class will focus primarily on field identification of the
two dozen members of the family Emberizidae that occur
regularly in Central Texas – everything on your checklist
between Spotted Towhee and Dark-eyed Junco. There will be
four Wednesday night lectures, each followed by a Saturday
morning field trip. Lectures will be from 7 to 9 p.m. on
four separate Wednesdays from early November to midDecember, in north-central Austin. Details will be provided
with registration. Check the TAS website in October for
specific class dates.
This is a good class for people who already have some
birding experience but want to refine their approach to the
identification of sparrows, including subspecies. Byron
also says it is a good class for “people who don’t mind
tromping through some grass.” Sturdy footwear is strongly
recommended! Tuition is $75 for TAS members and $90
for nonmembers. After October 15, contact Byron Stone,
drbirdie@aol.com or 451-3380 to register for the class or for
more information. The class is limited to twelve participants.
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Travis Audubon Society

J

oin your local Audubon chapter, Travis Audubon Society,
by using the form at the right. Your dues will be put to
use supporting local conservation, education, research
projects, ﬁeld trips, and other Travis Audubon activities right
here in Central Texas. We seek your support through your
membership in our local chapter. (To become a member of
the national Audubon, please go to their Web site at www.
audubon.org.)

Join Travis Audubon now and support
local birds, wildlife, and their habitats.
Travis Audubon Society chapter members receive six issues
of this Signal Smoke newsletter, priority sign-ups on local ﬁeld
trips, discounts on our educational classes, the opportunity
to participate in our e-mail group and attend our wonderful
monthly lectures, and more!

To join Travis Audubon Society:

Make your check payable to Travis Audubon Society and
send it with this form to Travis Audubon Society, 3710 Cedar
St., Box 5, Austin, TX 78705, or join on-line using any major
credit card by going to www.travisaudubon.org and clicking
on Membership.

16

S I G N A L S M O K E / September/October 2008

YES! I want to enjoy the beneﬁts of Travis Audubon
Society chapter membership. Enroll me as a member of
Travis Audubon Society. Enclosed is my check for:





$12
$25
$35
$75

 $100
 $250
 $1,000

Youth Membership (up to age 18)
Individual Membership
Family Membership
Painted Bunting Membership (bonus Travis
Audubon T-shirt)
Vireo Membership (bonus T-shirt and book)
Warbler Membership (bonus T-shirt, book, and
free workshop)
Lifetime Membership (bonus T-shirt, book,
free workshop, and listing in annual report)

T-shirt size (for premium memberships) __________________
 This is a gift membership from ________________________

Name _______________________________ Phone ________________
Address _____________________________________________________
City ____________________________ State _____ Zip _____________
Email ______________________________________________________
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