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Message from the Director

Golden-cheeked Warber (Setophaga chrysoparia), Isaac Sanchez

Dear Members and Concerned Citizens,
Today we can take the name of our newsletter, Signal Smoke, literally as our call to
action. On June 29, we were served a wake-up-call when former Texas Comptroller
Susan Combs and several other well-funded groups petitioned the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (FWS) to remove the Golden-cheeked Warbler from the Endangered Species List.
FWS has 90 days to respond, so we’re asking for your help now.
Please add your name to the Travis Audubon-backed petition in support of the
Golden-cheeked Warbler by September 30. Help save one of America’s great songbirds
on Change.org.
Also let us know if you’re a property owner who has Golden-cheeked Warblers on your
land and who wants to fight the delisting because the warbler adds value to your property.
We want to hear from you! The birds want to hear from you!!

What’s the future for the endangered Golden-cheeked Warbler? Uncertain.
Much of this songbird’s habitat has already been lost to development and habitat
fragmentation. Now come organizations backed by hard-driving, moneyed interests that
claim warbler habitat has better uses. Travis Audubon flatly rejects any contention that
the species numbers are booming. Susan Combs’ petition claims that the Golden-cheeked
Warbler population is much larger than estimated. This claim rests on a group of
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studies that she and fellow petitioners believe are superior to previous studies—and
should render all others irrelevant. However, other biologists have shown that the model
from which the estimate is derived is seriously flawed.
FWS completed a review of the status of the Golden-cheeked Warbler last August and
found no grounds to de-list the bird. The habitat these birds need is found in only a small
range and continues to be destroyed. The petitioners themselves acknowledge that in
the first 10 years after the Golden-cheeked Warbler was listed as endangered, more than
100,000 acres of their Hill Country habitat were lost. This happened despite restrictions
to limit that destruction. What would happen if the restrictions were lifted?
This petition pending before FWS is not just about the Golden-cheeked Warbler—it’s
about the repeal of the federal Endangered Species Act. If you want to make a
difference, Travis Audubon needs you.
Make your voice heard today. Sign our petition to support the Golden-cheeked Warbler
and write your local newspaper and elected officials. Together we can make a
profound difference.
JOAN MARSHALL
Executive Director, Travis Audubon

Save-the-Date
2016 Golden-cheeked Warbler and Black-capped Vireo Symposium
January 28 & 29, 2016
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, Austin, TX
Biodiversity Works is excited to announce the 2016 Golden-cheeked Warbler and
Black-capped Vireo Symposium! We will be sending you more details soon,
including a call for presentations and registration information. Contact Patty Ramirez
at pramirez@biodiversityworks.org.
Biodiversity Works is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that restores, enhances and
conserves rare, threatened and endangered plants, wildlife and natural communities on
private lands in Texas. www.biodiversityworks.org

Naturalist’s Calendar
By Bill Reiner

Maturing acorns of Shin Oak (Quercus sinuata), Bill Reiner

Nights grow longer in the weeks before and
after the autumn equinox, prompting the
ripening of fruits, seeds, and nuts of many of
our native plants. Wildlife are keenly aware
of what food is available and where. In
particular, the oaks’ acorns are awaited by
the jays and the squirrels that depend so
heavily upon them for their winter
sustenance. Starting in September, you may
notice quite a hubbub in those oaks that bear
a good acorn crop, as the blue-winged and
the bushy-tailed gather the harvest.
Acorns are a very good source of both
protein and carbohydrates, so many animals
eat them. Besides jays and squirrels,
White-tailed Deer, Javelinas, Wild Turkeys,
Raccoons, titmice, several woodpecker
species, and a wide variety of insects depend
upon acorns for food. In particular, some
weevils in the genus Curculio have specially
evolved to lay eggs in acorns and other nuts.
Their larvae develop within the acorn shell,
and frequently consume or damage enough
of the tissue that the oak seedling is not able
to sprout.
The oaks are not providing this food
altruistically. The acorn is, after all, a means

of reproduction. Since acorns are relatively
heavy, they cannot be moved around easily
by wind or water. Animals are the primary
means to distribute them. Of course, many
animals eat the acorns where they find them,
which doesn’t help with distribution at all.
Some other, smaller fruits can pass through
an animal’s digestive system intact, and
actually have an improved chance of sprouting afterwards. Not so much with acorns,
which are usually pecked open, drilled into,
chewed, or mashed in the gizzards of the
animals that eat them.
Squirrels and jays, however, are much better
dispersal agents. They have honed an
instinct to save some for later, hauling
acorns away and hiding them—a behavior
known as caching. Caching excess food
gives the animal an emergency food supply
for the lean winter months, but it benefits the
oaks, too, since not all acorns are retrieved.
The jay or squirrel who hid an acorn may
not recall the location, or may have enough
food that it isn’t needed, or may not survive
to reclaim it. In all those cases, the oaks benefit in having their seeds distributed far from
the parent tree.
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Jays, in particular, are superb agents for
acorn dispersal, since they will often fly a
good distance from the host tree to bury an
acorn. Researchers in Virginia individually
marked Blue Jays (Cyanocitta cristata) that
were harvesting acorns from a stand of Pin
Oaks (Quercus palustris) on a college campus. They followed the jays as they carried
acorns into the surrounding residential area,
to the spots where the birds cached their
treasures. The average distance of the cache
sites was about two-thirds of a mile from the
source trees!
This may not be a typical dispersal distance.
Western Scrub-jays (Aphelocoma californica) were found to cache most seeds less
than 200 feet from the host tree, with the
farthest cache site being about three-tenths
mile. Dispersal distances may depend upon
how far a jay travels from its home territory
to find a good supply. But other observers
reported Blue Jays caching food up to nearly
2½ miles away from the parent tree.
The jays in the Virginia study stashed their
loot primarily in suburban lawns, but the
vegetative structure of the cache sites were
very similar to the woodland openings
that would—in a more natural setting—be
ideal locations for the acorns to germinate.
Though jays sometimes hide their food in
areas where they would not be able to sprout
(under large rocks, in the crotch of a branch,
or atop a telephone pole, for instance), most
are placed on the ground.

Western Scrub Jay (Aphelocoma californica), Bill Reiner

Though jays will carry as many as five
acorns at a time—three held in the throat
and two carried in the bill—they hide them
individually. Most acorns are simply
covered with leaf litter, or else hammered
into bare soil before being covered. Hiding
the acorns is likely a way to prevent them
from being “stolen” by another animal, but
it also promotes germination by keeping the
seed in contact with the soil and reducing
the risk of desiccation.
From the sampling the Virginia
researchers did beneath the source oaks, and
from their observations, they estimated the
Blue Jays ate 49,000 acorns, but they hauled
away 133,000. These staggering numbers
accounted for 20% and 54%, respectively,
of the total acorn production of that stand of
trees. Individual Blue Jays fitted with radio
transmitters have been found to cache from
3000 to 5000 acorns in one autumn. Western
Scrub-Jays, too, have been known to cache
up to 5000 acorns in a season.
The jays have a problem, however. Though
acorns apparently contain sufficient
protein and carbohydrates to sustain the
birds for the fall and winter, jays cannot
survive on acorns alone. Both Blue Jays and
Western Scrub-Jays lost weight steadily and
rapidly when their diet consisted entirely
of acorns—nearly as rapidly as birds that
received no food at all. High tannin levels in
the acorns are the likely culprit.
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In this study, Blue Jays were again found
to lose weight rapidly on a diet consisting
entirely of acorns. They also lost weight on a
daily diet of acorns plus 1.5 grams of
weevil larvae. However, their weight
remained fairly stable when the daily portion
of weevil larvae was increased to 5 grams.
That’s a lot of weevils—about 100—for a
jay to eat every day, but could that be the
answer?
Blue Jay (Cyanocitta cristata), Jim deVries

Tannins interfere with the metabolism of
proteins, and possibly also carbohydrates.
Oaks in particular are known for containing
tannins, though they can be found in many
species of plants. Effective defenses against
herbivores, tannins are found in most parts
of the oak tree, though the amounts vary by
oak species. Some oaks—particularly those
in the white oak group, such as Post Oak
(Quercus stellate) and Shin Oak (Quercus
havardii) in our area—have fewer tannins
in their acorns. Researchers hypothesized
that perhaps the jays could tolerate white
oak acorns. However, captive Western
Scrub-Jays fed only lower-tannin acorns also
rapidly lost weight.
So how do the jays do it? No one knows for
sure. Native Americans dealt with the
problem of tannins by placing acorns in
a basket in a stream. The water flowing
around the acorns would eventually leach
the tannins to the point that the acorns could
be used for food. Tannins may also
deteriorate when the acorns are dried. So,
could caching acorns for a few months,
subjecting them to repeated wetting and
drying, render them more edible?
Another experiment with Blue Jays
suggested an alternative answer. Remember
the acorn weevils? These insects have
apparently found a way to neutralize or
bypass the protein-binding problems with
tannins. Many of the acorns eaten by jays
are likely to be infested with larval weevils.
What if they help the jays to compensate?

It would be an elegant solution to the
mystery: an insect known to destroy large
quantities of acorns might also be essential
for ensuring the dispersal of other acorns,
and, thus, the spread of oak trees?
Unfortunately, the hypothesis does not
appear to hold up with further testing. A later
experiment found that Blue Jays preferentially ate acorns that were not infested with
weevils, and they continued to do so even
after several days of a tannin-rich diet.
The same researcher also tested whether the
tannin levels in cached acorns declined over
several months. They did not, so storing the
acorns is apparently not the answer either.
Jays can offset the effects of tannins with
protein-rich supplements to their diets—
such as provided by ingesting a quantity
of invertebrates. But how do they maintain
themselves on acorns when insects become
scarce, in winter? Seems the jays still have
some secrets….
Sources for this article included “Acorn Dispersal by
the Blue Jay (Cyanocitta cristata)” by Susan
Darley-Hill and W.C. Johnson, Oecologia, v. 50;
“Dietary circumvention of acorn tannins by blue
jays: implications for oak demography” by W. Carter
Johnson, Libby Thomas, and Curtis S. Adkisson,
Oecologia, v. 94; Western Scrub-Jay (Aphelocoma
californica), by R.L. Curry, A.T. Peterson, and T.A.
Langen, no. 712 in The Birds of North America
series; and Blue Jay (Cyanocitta cristata), by Keith
A. Tarvin and Glen E. Woolfenden, no. 469 in The
Birds of North America series.

Sanctuary News
Baker Sanctuary
by Christopher Murray, Land Steward and Educator

Darin Spradley, Jack Fraleigh, Pat Frost, Barbara Grayhart, Paul Breaux, and Fred Helms, photo by Christopher Murray

With approximately 715 acres to manage,
Baker Sanctuary can be a handful. Tasks are
varied, time-sensitive, and virtually endless.
Some projects are so large that they are only
feasible with the assistance of our dedicated
core of volunteers. Our volunteers
consistently contribute their time to lend a
hand and show up even when the tasks are
not the most glamorous.

Landscape in Transition

A few months ago, I was leading a school
group from the neighboring Deer Creek
Elementary on a maintenance trail through a
large patch of drought-killed juniper that we
refer to as the Dead Zone. Along the trail,
I noticed a mid-sized Chinese Tallow Tree.
I mentally noted its existence and location
and returned a few days later with a saw and
herbicide to exterminate it. After the Tallow

Tree was treated I returned to the all-terrain
vehicle and headed back to the shop only
to see a few Chinaberry trees further in the
Dead Zone. These trees were small enough
to be pulled up by the roots. But then I
noticed a Tree-of-heaven tree nearby that
needed to be girdled and poisoned. To make
a long story short, I ended up patrolling the
area and removed about fifty invasive plants
growing near the maintenance trail. It was
an unexpected concentration of invasive
plants and most likely due to the additional
sun reaching the ground since so many of
the trees in the Dead Zone were now dead.
In addition, a different suite of birds now use
the formerly closed-canopy forest, possibly
transporting seeds from the nearby
neighborhood. It was obvious that the
remainder of the Dead Zone would need to
be searched and the invasive trees removed
before they could become established.
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Darin Spradley removes a Tree-of-heaven plant, Christopher Murray

On the July 25 Workday, nine volunteers
gathered at 8 am in the Baker parking lot.
Our goal was to systematically sweep the
large Dead Zone for woody invasive plants.
The volunteers who gathered that day were
willing to give the daunting task a shot.

Hazards of the Dead Zone

We started with a brief meeting to discuss
the challenges of the day: heat, dense stands
of scrubby, dead juniper (many toppled and
partially hidden by grasses), the possibility
of snakes, and, last but not least, chiggers.

Of all the hazards, chiggers
topped my list.
Lurking in the tall grasses, microscopic
chiggers make their presence known only
after they have fed on skin cells and dropped
off. They leave numerous angry skin
irritations that itch and take several weeks to
heal. To mitigate for the chiggers we took all
the precautions we could: tucked in

pant-legs and shirts, liberal bug spray,
and—to top it off—an odoriferous dusting of
sulfur powder. Forewarned and forearmed,
we trekked into the Dead Zone.
To systematically search the area, we
organized ourselves into a rough line,
approximately five feet apart, and walked
forward at a steady pace on a pre-determined
compass bearing. This sounds easier than
it was in practice. To perform a systematic
sweep in an open field would be a breeze but
we needed to crawl over dead trees, through
thick stands of juniper seedlings, and circumnavigate impassable, dense stands of
snags.

We regrouped, modified our
technique, and were soon
cruising the Dead Zone with an
almost military precision.
Whenever someone spotted an invasive
plant, the line stopped with one or more
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folks holding the position while the
others searched the immediate area, treated
the plant, and marked its location with a
GPS unit. Most treatment was via the
forty-pound weed wrench one of the
volunteers gamely lugged through the scrub.
The weed wrench is valuable because it
enables us to remove the entire plant, roots
and all. After four hours in the increasingly
hot sun, we managed to search half the Dead
Zone and remove or treat 35 Chinaberry, 5
Tree-of-heaven, and 3 Heavenly Bamboo.
Quite a respectable tally for the morning.

Our Remarkable Volunteers

As we hiked back to the parking lot, we had
a few scratches, our shins were a bit bruised,
we were definitely sweaty and fragrant. As I
listened to the conversations of the
volunteers I was struck by the high spirits of
the group. We had spent a hot, July day in
some fairly unpleasant conditions, yet every
volunteer was smiling and laughing. Without their help it would have taken me a week
to accomplish what we did in a morning and
I can’t say thank you enough.
If you want to lend a hand, the next Baker
work day is slated for September 26 and we
could use your help. Workday: September
26, 8am – 12pm Questions: Chris Murray at
christophermurra@hotmail.com
Location: 12219 Lime Creek Rd, Leander
TX 78641

Cliff Tyllick wields the 40-lb weed wrench, Christopher Murray

Recognizing Caroline Jones
The board and staff of TAS want to thank Caroline Jones for her
invaluable contributions and service as board member from 2011
to 2015. Caroline served as Board President during part of her
tenure and we greatly appreciate her leadership and dedication.
We are happy to know that Caroline will continue to be involved
with TAS as an active member, volunteer, and avid birder.

Sanctuary News
Chaetura Canyon
by Georgean and Paul Kyle, Sanctuary Stewards

Carolina Wren (Thryothorus ludovicianus), Isaac Sanchez

Canyon Wren (Catherpes mexicanus), Isaac Sanchez

The spring rains continued well into early
summer with an additional 5” falling in
June. However, July was hotter and drier
than normal with only a trace of rain and 16
days with temperatures 99° F or above. Yet
the seep springs continued to seep and forbs
continued to flower in profusion. The
resident Black-chinned Hummingbirds
(Archilochus alexandri) spent more time in
native flowers (Turk’s Cap (Malvaviscus
drummondii), Ironweed (Vernonia
baldwinii), Leather-flower (Clematis
texensis)) than at the feeders.

The pair of Carolina Wrens (Thryothorus
ludovicianus) that holds the main territory
around the residence had a record fourth
brood of youngsters out by the end of July.
Their success was largely due to the absence
of Canyon Wrens (Catherpes mexicanus)
earlier in the season. However, by mid-July
a young, poorly-singing male Canyon Wren
began to make his presence known. We
started finding old Carolina Wren nests
dismantled all around the residence—
positive evidence that the Canyon Wren
had taken up residence and was hoping to
attract a mate. Even after being jumped by
both Ma and Pa Carolina Wren he was not
dissuaded, and he continued his sneaking
and skulking until all of the old nests were
nothing but piles of debris.

By the end of July, most of the young
Chimney Swifts (Chaetura pelagica) had
fledged. The skies were full of slow, noisy
parades as the parents slowed their usual
manic flight so the youngsters could keep
up. It is a special time of year for swift
watchers, as the clean-edged dark black
wings of the newly-fledged swifts contrast
starkly with the comparatively ragged
molting wings of the adults. Watching the
young swifts dipping and diving at us and
other birds is always a treat—more so for us
that the young House Finches (Haemorhous
mexicanus) that that scatter when terrorized
by the playful swifts.

Reptiles and amphibians are also having
a great year at the Canyon. Leopard Frogs
(Rana spp.) and Great Plains Toads
(Anaxyrus cognatus) dominate the main
water feature; Texas Rat Snakes
(Elaphe obsoleta lindheimeri) of various
sizes slither through the trees (much to the
dismay of the scolding titmice, wrens, and
Chickadees; and it is impossible to walk
a trail without seeing several Texas Spiny
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This Texas Spiny Lizard (Sceloporus olivaceus) takes a break from her nest building, Georgean and Paul Kyle

Lizards (Sceloporus olivaceus) running
ahead or scurrying up a Juniper trunk.
While working on a memorial bench
commissioned by Kay Little and Jan
Summers, a female Texas Spiny Lizard
decided that under the slab of the bench
would be a great place to lay her eggs. As
we were mortaring rocks just a couple of
feet away, she dug. She lodged her snout
against the slab, pulled out dirt with her
front legs, passed it to her hind legs and then
out of the way. We finished our work before
she did, but when we went back later to rake
the mortar joints, she was done. She had
carefully replaced all of the soil, and there
was no trace of her work. We placed some
large rocks around the area to protect the
nest from Armadillos (Dasypus
novemcinctus), Raccoon (Procyon lotor), or
other potential predators.
We are delighted to announce that the last
undeveloped lot on Little Beaver Hill is now
in escrow to be purchased by Travis
Audubon. It is a buildable lot where a spec
house was scheduled to be constructed.
After meeting with the owner, Steve and

Judy Scott persuaded him to sell it to
Travis Audubon instead. This lot is part of
the watershed that feeds directly into the
creek at the bottom of the Canyon, and
this acquisition will be critical to the water
quality of the entire sanctuary. We owe our
gratitude to Steve and Judy for once again
helping preserve another small but special
piece of the Central Texas Hill Country.
Many thanks are also due to Valarie Bristol
who has been such a driving force in
expanding Chaetura Canyon and preserving
the surrounding properties taken in under
the protection of Travis Audubon since we
donated the core sanctuary in 2006.
Finally, we wish to thank everyone who has
purchased personalized bricks to help fund
the expansion effort. There are still many
bricks available, and more funds are still
needed. Find more information at:
http://travisaudubon.org/conservation/
sanctuaries/chaetura-canyon/chaeturacanyon-donor-brick-campaign
Or contact Mark Wilson at:
mwilson7@austin.rr.com

Donor Brick Campaign
Chaetura Canyon

The Chaetura Canyon Donor Brick
Campaign is dedicated to the expansion of
Chaetura Canyon. Thanks to everyone’s
generous support, we have raised over
$7,000!
A beautiful set of steps has been built by
Georgean and Paul Kyle. All bricks, sold as
of December 2014, are in place. Here are
photos of the most recent bricks set down
this spring.
We are now in the latest phase of the
campaign. We have 80+ bricks to sell, with
the potential to raise an additional $7,500.
Orders are being taken now.
Find out how to order a brick at
travisaudubon.org/conservation/sanctuaries/
chaetura-canyon/chaetura-canyon-donorbrick-campaign.
Thank you again for your generous support!

News from Hornsby Bend
By Jill Mayfield & Joan Marshall

Least Sandpiper (Calidris minutilla) juvenile, Byron Stone

As many of you know, Austin Water Utility
recently announced that a number of trees
will be removed from around the ponds at
Hornsby Bend in the coming months and
years. A meeting was held in August to hear
the concerns of area birders and
environmental groups and also to hear from
Austin Water why this is happening. Below
is a report from Jill Mayfield, Public
Information Officer with Austin Water
Utility.

Rewards of Recycling

Austin Water Utility’s Hornsby Bend
Biosolids Management Plant is an elegant
example of sustainability. The plant
processes and recycles biosolids, the
final step in Austin’s wastewater treatment
system. Hornsby takes something that is
normally considered a waste product and
creates something useful—Dillo Dirt. In the
process, we recycle the lion’s share of the
City’s yard trimmings and use the Hornsby
Bend methane to generate electricity, which
offsets all the plant’s power needs.

Birding Ponds

As many birders know, recycling’s only part
of the Hornsby Bend story. Our ponds and
the surrounding area are places where birds,
both native and migrant, have found a safe
haven. Soon after the ponds were built in
1957, folks from near and far began viewing
the birds and studying their lives.
The ponds hold the water from the biosolids
treatment process. This water is used
primarily for irrigating the hay fields on the
plant and never enters the Colorado River.

Proposed Tree Removal

The ponds are held in place by a series of
earthen berms. In the past few years, trees
have grown up on the berms. Trees
growing into the side of the berms can
destabilize the berm when they die.
Recently, the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality (TCEQ) issued the
Hornsby Bend Plant a Notice of Violation
to bring the berms into compliance to meet
dam safety regulations. We have created
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a proposed plan to address the concerns,
which will be reviewed this fall by TCEQ.
Austin Water Utility is proposing that only
dead and diseased trees be removed from the
berms. The trees would be removed outside
of the nesting season. Additionally, the
proposed plan has provisions to manage the
proliferation of trees and saplings.
In the proposal, Austin Water Utility has
identified 85 trees to be removed. The root
balls of dead trees can be a conduit for water
to seep in and destabilize the berm. The hole
left by the root ball is patched with a
special type of clay designed for these types
of berms.
Austin Water Utility has three priorities at
Hornsby Bend:
•

•
•

Maintain Hornsby Bend’s biosolids
operation to maximize safety and
sustainability
Preserve and protect the nationally
recognized bird habitat
Surpass TCEQ and EPA regulatory
permit requirements

Austin Water will keep the birding
community informed through meetings like
the one held at Hornsby Bend on August 3
where we presented the issues we are facing
with the Notice of Violation from TCEQ.
Additionally, we will post information on
the Center for Environmental Research web
page. www.austintexas.gov/cer
For more information, contact Jill Mayfield
in Austin Water’s Public Information Office,
512-972-0150 jill.mayfield@austintexas.gov

Fall Reading
Life on the Edge
Life on the Edge
By Johnjoe McFadden & Jim
Al-Khalili, Bantam Press
Life on the Edge is a
fascinating and thoughtprovoking book that combines
science, reasonable extrapolation
from the known into the unknown,
and plausible speculation to give
an accessible overview of a
revolutionary transformation in our
understanding of the living world.
I will certainly look at robins with
more respect in future.
John Gribbin for the Wall Street
Journal

Restoration Report
Commons Ford Prairie
by Ed Fair, Project Founder

House Finches at Commons Ford Prairie, Lee Wallace

A Bit of History

Many of you are familiar with Commons
Ford Ranch Metropolitan Park and the
Commons Ford Prairie Restoration Project
(PRO). We hope many of you also
participate in the various activities
associated with the restoration project or, at
least, enjoy the benefits of the prairie
restoration effort. The park is located west
of Austin on Commons Ford Rd. and
encompasses approximately 215 acres with
the 40-acre prairie tract as the centerpiece.
The restoration project was conceived in
2009 as a partnership between a small group
of idealistic volunteers and Austin Parks
and Recreation Department. The initial and
sole mission was to remove the invasive
plants which dominated the field and replace
them with native grasses and wildflowers
suitable for the soil type and fine-tuned to
support prairie birds. Over time, we added
more volunteers and partners to the coalition
including Austin Parks Foundation, Native
Prairies Association of Texas, Travis Audubon Society and Native American Seed.

Through spring 2015, the restoration
effort has been very successful. If you are a
pre-restoration park visitor, you can easily
see the difference at any time of year as the
prairie is full of native grasses, wildflowers
and BIRDS!

Then and Now

The story is borne out in the comparison of
pre- and post-restoration vegetation and bird
surveys. We followed survey
protocols designed by the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department for similar types of
surveys and tweaked by Balcones
Canyonlands staff to fit our project. The
results are impressive. The pre-restoration
vegetation surveys indicated a 99% invasive
to 1% native comparison. The 2014 survey
found 85% native vegetation, nearly
reversing the earlier survey data.
The pre-restoration bird surveys turned up
a lone Sedge Wren (Cistothorus platensis).
The first post-restoration survey found more
than 90 individual birds with Le Conte’s
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Before Restoration, Ed Fair

After Restoration, Ed Fair

Sparrow (Ammodramus leconteii), clearly
a poster-bird for prairie restoration, as the
most numerous species. We could not have
hoped for a better result in that regard.

In addition to actual planting and
invasive-plant removal, we plan to expand
our interpretive activities. We will install
four educational signs around the prairie
trails to provide important information to
park visitors about the significance of native
prairies. We are also nearing our first field
trips designed to give elementary students a
hands-on opportunity to experience a native
prairie. Last but not least, we now have a
written history of the project which can be
shared with others interested in engaging in
similar efforts.

The restoration has also brought about more
birding activity in the park, and not just
the prairie. The number of Commons Ford
hotspot bird species from 2009 to date has
increased by a whopping 35%.

The Near Future

While we are pleased with the present
results, much more needs to be done to
insure the sustainability of the new prairie.
In 2014, we focused on approximately 10
acres toward the north and east part of the
prairie. The result of that effort is evidenced
by the expansive and showy first-year
growth of common sunflower in this buffer
zone. In the near future, we hope to expand
the restored portion of the prairie to the final
outer reaches of the original tract. This will
involve significant preparation activities
and further planting in this section with the
help of our good friends at Native American
Seed, volunteers, and donors.
We will also conduct maintenance activities
within the existing prairie to obliterate any
effort by invasive plants to regain a
foothold.

How to Help

You can support and participate in this
project in a number of ways. Join us for a
monthly field trip by registering through the
TAS field trip page. Check out our blog at
commonsfordpro.blogspot.com or friend us
on Facebook. Also, you can view a pictorial
history of the project by viewing the albums
on our Flickr page at
www.flickr.com/commonsfordpro. In any
event, come on out to the park and enjoy the
prairie!

Victor Emanuel Conservation
Award Luncheon
Please join us for Travis Audubon’s 6th Annual

Victor Emanuel Conservation Award
Luncheon Honoring Bob Ayres

Please join us for the sixth annual

Victor Emanuel Conservation Award
Luncheon honoring Bob Ayres
Saturday, October 17, 2015 * 11am – 2pm
The Award Luncheon is Travis Audubon’s signature fundraising event that welcomes over 250
guests annually, including major donors and members, environmental and bird enthusiasts,
elected officials, and community leaders throughout Central Texas. The event supports our
important efforts to inspire a new generation about conservation and environmental stewardship
through birding. Find details at: http://travisaudubon.org/education/victor-emanuel-award

Sponsorship Opportunities
Peregrine Falcon $10,000
As the lead sponsor of the event, the 2015 Award would be named, The Victor Emanuel
Conservation Award, sponsored by you or your company. Lead Sponsorship includes the
following recognition:
• One table for 10 guests with premium seating
• Opportunity to make brief remarks during the event program
• Mention in all press releases sent to major media outlets, such as Texas Monthly, Austin
American-Statesman, The Texas Tribune and Austin Chronicle
• Prominent listing of sponsor’s name and logo on event invitation sent to 2,000+ people
• Sponsor name and logo on the cover of the event program and all signage
• Travis Audubon website listing, which features sponsor’s name, logo, and link for a year
• Company profile (half page) in Travis Audubon’s Signal Smoke newsletter
• Listing in Travis Audubon’s Annual Report

Red-tailed Hawk $5,000
•
•
•
•
•
•

One table for 10 guests with premium seating
Mention in all press releases sent to major media outlets, such as Texas Monthly, Austin
American-Statesman, The Texas Tribune and Austin Chronicle
Prominent listing of sponsor’s name and logo on event invitation sent to 2,000+ people
Sponsor name in the event program and all signage
Travis Audubon website listing, which features sponsor’s name, logo, and link for a year
Listing in Travis Audubon’s Signal Smoke newsletter and Annual Report

Swainson’s Hawk $2,500
•
•
•
•
•

One table for 10 guests with premium seating
Prominent listing of sponsor’s name and logo on event invitation sent to 2,000+ people
Sponsor name in the event program and all signage
Travis Audubon website listing, which features sponsor’s name, logo, and link for six months
Listing in Travis Audubon’s Signal Smoke newsletter for three issues and Annual Report

Cooper’s Hawk $1,500
•
•
•
•

One table for 10 guests with premium seating
Prominent listing of sponsor’s name and logo on event invitation sent to 2,000+ people
Sponsor name in the event program and all signage
Travis Audubon website listing, which features the sponsor’s name, logo, and link for three
months

Individual Tickets $100

Auction Items
Get Ready for the 6th
Annual Victor Emanuel
Award Luncheon!
Mark your calendar for Saturday,
October 17 to attend our biggest
fundraising event of the year. We’ll honor
Robert Ayers for his work with land
conservation and environmental groups
throughout the State. Here’s a sneak preview
of some of the live auction items.

A Day on Shield Ranch
Enjoy an interpretive day on the Shield
Ranch, with honoree Bob Ayres and Terri
Siegenthaler as your guides. This tour can be
custom designed according to your interests
to include a special focus on birds, plants,
history, archeology, and so on. You and your
friends (up to 8 people) have the opportunity
to see a beautiful piece of the Texas Hill
Country and learn from those who know it
best. Picnic lunch included.
Valued at: Priceless

Birding in Ecuador’s Mindo
Cloud Forest
Enjoy a four-night stay for two at Las
Gralarias Guest House, all meals, on-site
bird touring, and roundtrip transfers from
Quito airport. Valued at $2,000.
Twenty-six species of hummingbirds, 25
flycatchers, 7 parrots, 15 ovenbirds, and 27
tanagers are among the more than 300
species on the checklist of Reserva Las
Gralarias. The reserve encompasses over
1000 acres of cloud forest habitat (5370 ft
to 7200 ft), and protects 4 important water
systems.

Velvet-purple Coronet (Boissonneaua jardini)

Donated by Jane Lyons, owner and
operator of Mindo Bird Tours and Las
Gralarias Reserve. Jane was active with TAS
in the 1980–90s. She worked at the Austin
Nature Center and for National Audubon as
the Regional Representative for Texas and
Latin America and was involved in efforts
for the Golden-cheeked Warbler and Blackcapped Vireo.

Moody Gardens in Galveston
Enjoy two nights at the luxurious Moody
Gardens Hotel in Galveston, Texas. Rooms
are spacious and great for a family trip!
Included are four 1-day passes to the
Rainforest Pyramid and other attractions of
Moody Gardens. Valued at $750.

Auction Items Continued		
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Chisos Mountain Lodge, Photo Credit: Rachael Hajek

The Rainforest Pyramid offers an up-close,
interactive experience with endangered
plants, animals, and birds ranging from
Asian Fairy Bluebird to the Scarlet Ibis.
Visit the 1.5-million-gallon Aquarium
Pyramid and see penguins, seals, stingrays,
sharks and more. Other attractions include
a 3D/4D theatre, Colonial Paddlewheel
boat, ropes course, and zip line. Donated by
Moody Gardens Hotel and a friend of Travis
Audubon.

Chisos Mountain Lodge in Big
Bend National Park
Enjoy three nights at the Chisos Mountain
Lodge in Big Bend National Park. Includes
one breakfast buffet for two and one dinner
for two. Valued at $550.
Big Bend National Park is one of the most
inspiring and diverse parks in the U.S. At
over 801,000 acres, the park boasts three
diverse ecosystems: desert, mountain, and
river. These vastly different environments
provide an unparalleled outdoor experience.
The park is great for hiking, biking, rafting,
and birding, with over 450 species.
Donated by Chisos Mountain Lodge in Big
Bend National Park.

Three-Ranch Visit in Glen Rose
Enjoy two nights at High Hope Ranch in
Somervell County. You’ll have the
opportunity to tour three ranches in the area
which supports Golden-cheeked Warblers
and Black-capped Vireos. Glen Rose is on
the northwestern edge of the Hill Country
with low stony hills overlooking the
western plains, near Fossil Rim Wildlife
Center. Valued at $750.
Lee & Bev Clauser are long-time Fort Worth
bird rehabbers. Lee will include one of his
bird houses with the tour of his ranch.
Charlie Brown’s ranch is Fort Worth
Audubon’s go-to ranch for Golden-cheeked
Warbler and Black-capped Vireo. The
package includes $550 toward a two-night
stay at High Hope Ranch
(www.GlenRoseGuestHouses.com), which
consists of 900 acres with 25 miles of hiking
trails through limestone ravines.
This item is generously arranged and
donated by Sandra Skrei, a long-time TAS
friend and National Audubon’s Southwest
and Regional Representative in Austin.
Sandra now lives at and helps manage High
Hope Ranch.

Auction Items Continued		
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Yellow-crowned Night Heron by Frank Xavier Tolbert
Featured in the silent auction, Texas Bird Suite, Color soft ground & aquatint etching, Size: 37x28”
Edition Size: 24 Donated by Frank X. Tolbert and Flatbed Press and Gallery. Valued at $2,600.

Meet Mary Parker
Longest Serving Active TAS Member
by Jorjanna Price

Her introduction to plants and birds was the book Texas Flowers in Natural Colors, purchased for her when she was a child, Jorjanna Price

Mary Parker holds the distinction of
being one of the longest serving members of
Travis Audubon Society (TAS). She joined
in 1963 while attending the University of
Texas. TAS was formed in 1952 and the
articles of incorporation were approved in
1955.

Parker pursued her love of plants and
animals by obtaining undergraduate and
graduate degrees in zoology. With a Ph.D.,
she became one of the first female instructors
in UT’s zoology department. She would go
on to work at several state agencies
conducting environmental assessments.

Parker recalls the main event at meetings in
the ‘60s was watching nature films. “They’d
bring out these large film reels, and show
birdlife and nature from someone’s travels.
The filmmaker would do the narration.”

The Eldorado native says her interest in
plants took bloom at age 7 or 8, thanks to her
mother’s love of gardening and to periodic
forays into San Angelo, where she would be
allowed to buy one book per trip. The
classic Texas Flowers in Natural Colors by
Eula Whitehouse was an early find. At age
10, she discovered one of Roger Tory
Peterson’s field guides and set to identifying
as many bird species as she could.

As a UT student, she and a small group of
birders would find marvelous sightings in
the wooded neighborhoods just a few blocks
from campus. “That was before so much
was paved over,” she says. The one student
in the group who owned a car would take
everyone out to Platt Ponds, now part of the
Hornsby Bend Bird Observatory.

While maintaining her TAS membership for
five decades, Parker, 74, has enjoyed birding
in Mexico, the Gulf Coast area, Big Bend

Meet Mary Parker Continued							
National Park, as well as in other states
where she attended professional
conferences. Among her favorite birds are
the Black-throated Sparrow (Amphispiza
bilineata), Painted Bunting (Passerina
ciris), and Sandhill Crane (Grus
canadensis). Much of her birding is by
sound because she knows most of the calls
and songs and no longer has sharp vision.
Thanks to an acute sense of hearing, she can
even hear the cranes fly over her East Austin
home when they migrate.
Since retirement, Parker has been working
to convert her wooded yard to wildlife
habitat. She says she has identified more
than 100 bird species on her property. Ever
the trained scientist, she records what she
sees by date, time, and observed behavior.
Her primary interest isn’t logging the
number of birds she sees but observing their
behaviors, such as what they eat and
whether they travel in groups.
On occasion, Parker goes out to the family
ranch near Sonora, where she says birding
is quite good. She no longer wants to make
the long drive to West Texas alone, so she
hopes to find birders who are interested in
exploring that part of the state and would be
willing to do most of the driving.
After a lengthy association with TAS, Parker
feels qualified to offer some helpful advice
to the organization: “Two things are crucial.
For one, get the children involved, at least
by age 12. They’ve got to learn about nature;
it’s so important. Secondly, don’t forget the
older members. Sometimes it’s difficult for
them to participate, so offer them a ride to
meetings or a way to get to field trips.”
As Parker well knows, birders never lose
their love of the discoveries awaiting them
in nature.

pg. 24

Ask a Birder
I was hiking the Brushy Creek trail
in Round Rock this past Saturday
and saw a flock of an estimated
1,500-2,000, what appeared to me
as hawks, circling all together about
2,000 feet in the air at 9:15am. They
seemed to have caught a thermal and
were just soaring in a fairly tight
circle. They were not vultures as I
could see both Black and Turkey
below the large gathering. They were
mostly white on the belly with black
tips and black along the trailing
edge of the primaries. I have seen
similar large gatherings of gulls
from my home in San Jose, CA but
nothing like this. They were so far up
that even with my binos, I could only
get markings of their undersides.
Does anyone have any idea as to
what they might have been? I have
never seen hawks in this number
before. Was I hallucinating? Any
help is greatly appreciated. ~ Craig
You probably saw a big kettle of
Swainson’s Hawks (Buteo
swainsoni). Great spot! They are
moving south to Southern South
America at this time of year. You
were lucky to be looking up!
Broad-winged Hawks (Buteo
platypterus) are also on the move in
great numbers right now. If you’re
ever in Texas in the fall again, attend
the Hazel Bazemore Hawk Watch
in Corpus Christi to be wowed by
thousands of many species of hawks
flying south. ~ Travis Audubon
Ask-a-Birder Expert

Events

Dr. Chuck Sexton, Greg Lasley

Dr. Jim Giocomo, Jim Normal

Mediterranean Feast at Chaetura
Canyon

nearly 40 years. He grew up in southern
California and migrated to Austin in the
mid-1970’s to attend graduate school at the
University of Texas. He received his
doctoral degree in 1987 studying the impacts
of urbanization on birds. He worked in the
City of Austin’s Environmental Department
for a decade, during which time he had a
hand in designing and establishing Balcones
Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge. He
worked for the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
for 16 years as the biologist at that Refuge,
retiring at the end of 2010. He is an avid
eBirder, TexBirder, and iNaturalist. He
continues to lecture and lead tours.

Please note that this event, originally
scheduled for Saturday, September 12, has
been cancelled until next year.

Birding the Far-Flung Corners of
Texas with Dr. Chuck Sexton
Thursday, September 17, 7 – 8 pm
Hyde Park Christian Church
610 E. 45th Street, Austin, TX
Free for Members and One Guest;
$10 Non-Members
Join us for a whirlwind tour of the distant
corners and edges of Texas, part travelogue,
part bird-finding guide. The source of the
material comes from Dr. Chuck Sexton’s
birding travels around the state for the past
45 years. Chuck will draw upon his
experiences in the extremely varied habitats
and highlight some of the many
interesting bird sightings that are both his
own and those recorded by other birders.
Dr. Chuck Sexton is a Life Member of
Travis Audubon and has been active in
environmental issues around Texas for

Baker Sanctuary Saturday Hikes
Members Only, Free, donations welcome
October 24, 8 – 11 am
Meet at Jackie Arnold Education Center
12308 Lime Creek Road, Leander
Join Travis Audubon Land Steward and
Educator, Chris Murray, for an insider’s tour
of the Sanctuary hiking trails. All levels of
birders and outdoor enthusiasts are welcome
but space is limited. Register at:
https://travis.z2systems.com/np/clients/
travis/eventRegistration.jsp?event=194&

Events Continued								
Geography of Grassland Bird
Conservation

How International Bird Conservation
Efforts Are Linked to Actions in Your
Backyard, Dr. Jim Giocomo, Coordinator
American Bird Conservancy

Thursday, October 15, 7 – 8 pm
Hyde Park Christian Church
610 E. 45th Street, Austin, TX
Free for Members and One Guest;
$10 Non-Members
Some prairie birds are in steep decline. Jim
will give us an update on some of the
signature species and the efforts being taken
to assure their long-term conservation.
Come find out what you can do at home
to make a difference in the lives of these
special birds.
Jim received a BS in Biology from
Millersville University of Pennsylvania, an
MS in Ecology from Pennsylvania State
University, and a PhD in Natural Resources
from the University of Tennessee where
he monitored and modeled productivity of
Henslow’s Sparrows, Grasshopper Sparrows, Field Sparrows, Bachman’s Sparrows,
Dickcissels, and Eastern Meadowlarks. Jim
has worked for Hawk Mountain Sanctuary,
Audubon Pennsylvania, and Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department.

Cooper’s Hawk (Accipiter cooperii) juvenile, Byron Stone
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Hawks of Central Texas with
Byron Stone
Thursday, November 19, 7 – 8 pm
Hyde Park Christian Church
610 E. 45th Street, Austin, TX
Free for Members and One Guest;
$10 Non-Members
Dr. Stone will show his photographs of the
regularly expected migrant and winter
species of hawks, falcons, vultures, and
other diurnal raptors that can be seen
regularly in the Austin area, with tips on
identification and when and where to
observe them.
Byron “Doc” Stone is an Austin physician
and naturalist with a lifelong love of the
outdoors. He has been an avid birder for
over three decades and has traveled all parts
of Texas to observe birds and wildlife. Doc
has taught bird-identification classes for
Travis Audubon Society for over a decade,
including a popular class on sparrows and
a relatively new class on raptors. He is the
president of the Texas Ornithological
Society and co-chair of the Travis Audubon
Education Committee.

Classes

Nashville Warbler (Oreothlypis ruficapilla), Isaac Sanchez

Fall Warblers
Instructors: Doug Booher & Amy Bishop
Classroom (Central Austin): Tuesdays,
9/8, 9/15, 9/22, 7 – 9 pm
Field trips: Local - Saturday, September
12; Corpus Christi - Saturday, 9/26 –
Sunday, 9/27
Warblers can be very challenging to identify.
They are very active and appear in a variety
of plumages. Learn how to:
• Quickly identity warblers from various
viewpoints.
• Solve the warbler puzzle by piecing
together diagnostic features.
The class will use photos and videos to
illustrate multiple viewing angles and song
files to hone your ear. Then we will practice
our skills in the field. It’s a great opportunity
to learn from and network with fun,
knowledgeable birders.
Tuition: $70 for TAS members, $100 for
non-members. Corpus Christi fee $45.
Prerequisites: Intermediate birders with one
year birding experience
Limit: 16 participants
Questions: Frances Cerbins at
fcerbins@yahoo.com or 512-372-9039

Register at: https://travis.z2systems.
com/np/clients/travis/eventRegistration.
jsp?event=171&

Odonate Identification Class
Instructor: Dr. John Abbott
Classroom: Monday, 9/7 & Wednesday,
9/9, 7 – 9 pm
Field trip: Saturday, 9/19, 9 am – 12 pm
Dr. John Abbott, will once again be teaching
this popular class. Dr. Abbott is Editor-inChief and past President of the Dragonfly
Society of the Americas, and the author of
Dragonflies and Damselflies of Texas and
the South-Central United States,
Damselflies of Texas, and five volumes of
the Texas Dragonfly Atlas along with numerous papers. The field trip includes light
walking. Close-focusing binoculars are
encouraged.
Tuition: $60 for TAS members, $90 for
non-members.
Location: Northwest Austin (classroom),
Hornsby Bend field trip
Questions: Cindy Cannon at
cindycannon@mac.com
Register at: https://travis.z2systems.
com/np/clients/travis/eventRegistration.
jsp?event=197&

Classes Continued								
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Shorebird Class this past summer, Jeff Patterson

Introduction to Birds and Birding,
Fall
Instructor: Shelia Hargis
Classroom (North Austin): Tuesdays,
10/27, 11/3, 11/10 & 11/17, 6:15 – 9pm
Field trips: Saturdays/Sundays
following classroom sessions, 7:30 am –
11:30 am/2 pm
This class fills up quickly, so register early.
No prior birding experience is necessary.
Are you starting to notice birds and want to
know more about them? Do you watch birds
casually and want to take a more structured
approach to learning about them? Do you
want a good excuse to get outside and
connect with nature? If you answered yes to
any of these questions, this class is for you.
The class encourages students to take an
active role in seeking out birds and learning
to identify them. We hope to transform your
relationship to birds and start you down the
road toward a life-long love and enjoyment
of birds. The class covers:
• Bird identification basics
• Field guides and binoculars
• Central Texas birds species
• Bird vocalizations
• Birding locations in Central Texas
• Bird migration
• Bird conservation

Attendance at all classroom sessions and
field trips is highly recommended. If you are
more interested in learning to ID the birds in
your backyard, we encourage you to consider the Beginning Backyard Birding class.
Shelia Hargis has been birding for 19 years
and loves birds! She presents on a variety
of bird topics; surveys birds for the City of
Austin, USGS Breeding Bird Survey, and
private landowners; and leads birding field
trips. She is a past President of TAS,
currently serves on the TAS Board of
Directors and the Education Committee, and
is President-Elect of the Texas
Ornithological Society (TOS).
Tuition includes a copy of the sixth edition
of the National Geographic Field Guide to
the Birds of North America. A Google
account is helpful to access presentations.
Half the class attends Saturday morning
field trips and half Sunday morning trips.
Tuition: $95 for TAS members, $110 for
non-members.
Limit: 20 participants
Questions: Shelia Hargis at
intro2birds@gmail.com or 512-294-0272
Register at: https://travis.z2systems.com/np/
clients/travis/event.jsp?event=203&

Classes Continued								
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White-throated Sparrow (Zonotrichia albicollis), Byron Stone

Sparrow Identification
Instructor: Byron Stone
Classroom (North Austin): Wednesdays,
11/11, 11/18, 12/2 & 12/9, 7 – 9 pm
Field trips: Saturday mornings, 11/14,
11/21, 12/5, 12/12
Byron Stone’s class on sparrow
identification is popular each fall. Learn why
Byron refers to Central Texas as Sparrow
Heaven as we review the two dozen species
of native sparrows that occur regularly in the
Austin area each year.
The class is designed for Intermediate
Birders. Tuition: $75 for TAS members, $90
for non-members. Limit: 20 participants
Questions: Frances Cerbins at
fcerbins@yahoo.com or 512-372-9039
Register at: https://travis.z2systems.com/np/
clients/travis/event.jsp?event=208&

Share Your
Experience
The Bird Drawing was an
excellent introductory class.
There was a good overview of
technique and styles and lots
of fun new media to experiment
with. I enjoyed this class so
much that I signed up for more
in-depth drawing classes at
Laguna Gloria.
~ Cindy Cannon

September & October Field Trips
Date
& Time

Location
& Description

Registration
Required?
Contact

Saturday Sept.5,
7:30 to 10 am

Beginner’s Bird Walk
at Berry Springs

No

Virginia Rose at
virginia.rose@att.net

Tuesday, Sept.8,
7:15 to 9:15 am

Two-hour Tuesday! At
Cedar Breaks Park
with Dan Callaway

No

khz@att.net

Fri. Sat. & Sun, Sept.
11 – 13, 7 to 8:15 pm

September Swift
Night Out Survey

Yes

Shelia Hargis at
shelia.hargis@gmail.com

Saturday Sept. 12,
7 am and 4 pm

Monthly Bird Count
at Hornsby Bend

No

Eric Carpenter at
ecarpe@gmail.com

Sunday, Sept. 13,
7:15 am to 11:15 am

Bird Walk
at Balcones
Canyonlands NWR

Yes

apeld@austin.rr.com

Tuesday, September
15, 7:15 am to 9:15

Two-hour Tuesday!
At St. Edwards Park
with Ken Zaslow

No

khz@att.net

Saturday, Sept. 19,
7 to 8 pm

Chimney Swift
Party at O’Henry
Middle School

Helpful

Shelia Hargis at
shelia.hargis@gmail.com

Saturday Sept. 19,
7:30 to 11 am

Hornsby Bend
Monthly Bird Walk

No

Eric Stager at
estager@gmail.com

To register go to www.TravisAudubon.org
Key: Class size limit noted by ( ); $ indicates fee required
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Date
& Time

Location
& Description

Registration
Required?
Contact

Tuesday, Sept. 22,
7:15 to 9:15 am

Two-hour Tuesday!
with Jane Tillman at
Hornsby Bend

No
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jtillman@utexas.edu

Friday, Sept. 25,
7:30 to 11:30 am

Balcones Canyonlands/ Yes
Water Quality Preserves

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
birding-the-balconescanyonlandswater-qualitypreserves-part-1registration-17727647872

Sunday, Sept. 27,
7 to 11 am

Commons Ford
Monthly Walk

Yes (15)

Deb Wallace at
apeld@austin.rr.com

Tuesday, Sept. 29,
6:30 am to noon

Super Tuesday! with
Terry Banks at
Buescher State Park

Yes

55bluebirds@att.net

Saturday Oct. 3,
8 to 10 am

Beginner’s Bird Walk
at Lake Creek Park

No

Virginia Rose at
virginia.rose@att.net

Tuesday, Oct. 6,
7:30 to 9:30 am

Two-hour! Tuesday
at Brushy Creek Lake
Park w/Dan Callaway

No

khz@att.net

Saturday Oct. 10,
7 am & 4 pm

Monthly Bird Count
at Hornsby Bend

No

Eric Carpenter at
ecarpe@gmail.com

Saturday, Oct. 10,
all day (come out
any time)

The First Annual Big
Sit! at Commons Ford
Park

Yes

Shelia Hargis at
shelia.hargis@gmail.com

Sunday, Oct. 11th,
6:30 am to 5 pm

The Big Sit! At Balcones Yes
Canyonlands NWR

Shelia Hargis at
shelia.hargis@gmail.com

To register go to www.TravisAudubon.org
Key: Class size limit noted by ( ); $ indicates fee required
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Date
& Time

Location
& Description

Registration
Required?
Contact

Tuesday, Oct. 13,
7:30 to 11 am

Super Tuesday! at
Roy Guerrero Park
with Ken Zaslow

Yes

khz@att.net

Saturday Oct.17,
7:30 to 11 am

Hornsby Bend
Monthly Bird Walk

No

Eric Stager at
estager@gmail.com

Tuesday, Oct. 20,
7:30 to 10:30 am

Super Tuesday! At
Yes
Commons Ford Ranch
Park w/ Deb & Lee Wallace

Friday, Oct. 23,
8 am to 12 pm

Balcones Canyonlands/ Yes
Water Quality Preserves

Tuesday, Oct. 27,
7:45 to 9:45 am

Two-hour Tuesday! At
Devine Lake Park w/
Ray & Ginny Steelman

No

rgsteel@comcast.net

Saturday, Oct. 31,
7:15 to 11 am

Commons Ford
Monthly Walk

Yes (15)

crasmussen@austin.rr.com

apeld@austin.rr.com

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
birding-the-balcones
-canyonlandswater-qualitypreserves-part-2registration-17727943757

To register go to www.TravisAudubon.org
Key: Class size limit noted by ( ); $ indicates fee required

Members & Donors
Travis Audubon Wishes to Thank Its Members and Donors
(June 7 – August 13, 2015)
Grants &
Contributions
Carl C. Anderson Sr. &
Marie Jo Anderson
Charitable Foundation
John Kenneth Arthur II
Austin Film Society
Bank of America Charitable
Foundation
Nancy B. Cochran
William M. Edwards
IBM Internal Foundation
Susan G. Morrison
Painted Inn on Lake
Buchanan
Randall’s Albertson’s
Safeway
Carol Ray
Theodore C. Rogers
Gregory Wiseman

Lifetime Members
Margaret and Heinz
Aeschbach
Ross Bee
Carol Bennett
Donna K. Brasher
Valarie Bristol
Sam Burnes
Frances and Oskar Cerbins
Karen and Michael Collins
Kelley Cunny and Gregg
Sporar
Jackie Davis
Jim and Karol deVries
Joe Doherty
Carol Edwards
Michael Gagarin
Ann Gardner
Chris Gunter
Bryan Hale
Julie Hallmark

Patrick Hotze
Russell Hoverman
Burgess Jackson
Caroline Jones
Ronnie Kramer
Tasso Leventis
Jane Lowrimore
Julia Marsden
Cheryl McGrath and
Robert Miller
Sally Means
Jodie and Julie Moore
Jeff and Katherine
Mundy
Michael Portman
Jorjanna Price
Marilyn Davis Rabkin
Deborah Robertson and
Pat Hatfield
Beth Roddin
Alan Roddy
Theodore C Rogers
Stephen Rumsey
Ryan Runkle
Mary Sanger
Andrew and Nona
Sansom
Susan Schaezler
Jonathan and Marika
Schoolar
Chuck and Mary Kay
Sexton
Vince Shouba
Ellen Smith
Bryan and Cindy Sperry
Byron Stone
Timothy L. Stuart
Stan VanSandt
Karen Verser
Paul Wade
Jo Wilson
John Wilson
Ira and Roxanne Yates
Julia Youngblood

Chaetura Canyon
Elizabeth Arnold
Susan Galbreath

Second
Saturday Swift
Watch June/July
Peggy Alexander
Olaf Alexander
Judi Sawyer
Becky Davis
Julie Zess
Jane Manchester
Susan McMarlin
Ketty Wadia
Janel Nye
Michael Jewell
Kevin Jolly
Karen Jolly
Sharon Tan
Mary Ellen Alsobrook
Jeff Stellmach
Margaret Aeschbach
Heinz Aeschbach
Carol Ray
Melanie J. Truesdell
Cathy Salinas
Cinda Crosley
Eric Chance
Carson Chance
Fern Culhane
Mike Garrison
Jenny Yarbrough
Pete Hendrick
Philip Russell
Ellen Gibbs
Barbara Keir
Bob Conkright
Sandy Barber
Jim Bayliss
Sally Swisher
Tom Bridson

Sarah Pratt
Rafael Ruiz
Glen Merriman
Michelle Merriman
Emily Haeussler
Max Jack

Victor Emanuel
Conservation
Award Luncheon
Peregrine Falcon
The Ayres Family

Red-tailed Hawk
The Ayres Family

Cooper’s Hawk

Valarie Bristol
Frances and Oskar
Cerbins and Judith
Bailey
Michelle Coutrer and
Richard Whittington
Karen and Leonard Huber
Paul and Georgean Kyle
Lehman Associates
Joan Marshall
Betsy Pfeil and Steve
Williams
Selah, Bamberger Ranch
Texas Parks & Wildlife
Foundation
Westcave Outdoor
Discovery Center
Jo Wilson and Carol
Bennett
Peggy and Matt Winkler

Individual Tickets
Zach Horton
Jean and Bob Warneke

