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For some deep-pocketed
developers, the gold on the
golden-cheeked warbler just
doesn’t have the right kind of
shine.
Last week, the corporate-

funded Texas Public Policy
Foundation — an extreme pri-
vate-property rights group —
filed a lawsuit to strip these
beautiful birds of endangered
species protections.
The warbler is a true Texas

native that breeds only in the
Hill Country’s dense juniper
and oak woodlands. But clear-
ing of their habitat for ranch-
ing and urban sprawl has long
endangered the warbler, and
in 1990 they were protected
under the Endangered Spe-
cies Act.
Like so many other imper-

iled animals, the warbler has
greatly benefited from Endan-
gered Species Act protection.
Although the bird’s numbers
are difficult to estimate, there
can be no question that war-
bler abundance has increased
and some habitat areas have
been protected.
This is not surprising. A

recent study by the Center for
Biological Diversity, where I
work, found that 85 percent of
bird populations in the conti-
nental United States increased
or stabilized while protected
by the act.
But it’s simply too soon to

remove protections for the
warbler, which continues to
lose habitat to urban sprawl.
Indeed, Austin and Central
Texas — home to the wood-
lands that are the only place
in the world where the war-
bler breeds — are some of the
fastest-growing regions in the
country. Between 1999 and
2011, 29 percent of the war-
bler’s habitat was destroyed.
The new lawsuit against

warbler protections, filed on
behalf of the General Land
Office, aims to throw wide the

doors to this rapid develop-
ment, arguing that those cru-
cial environmental safeguards
impede property rights and
that the warbler has recovered.
Here’s the problem with that

notion: The warbler became
endangered in the first place
because the small swath
of Texas it calls home was
destroyed through irresponsi-
ble development.
Now, those same deep-pock-

eted developers are trying to
tell the federal government and
those who love the warbler
not to worry. But that’s like the
fox saying the hens are healthy
and should be let free to roam
outside of the protections of
the hen house.
Experts who study the spe-

cies know better. Scientists
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service have steadfastly main-
tained the warbler needs con-
tinued protection.
The golden-cheeked war-

bler is slowly recovering —
but it still has a long way to
go. Recovering species is diffi-

cult work and takes time. Our
study of protected birds found
the time needed for recovery
established in federal plans,
on average, was 63 years. But
most birds, including the war-
bler, have only been protected
for far less time.
As an attorney working to

protect endangered species,
I’m thankful the Endangered
Species Act has saved the gold-
en-cheeked warbler and so
many other unique, beautiful
and intriguing animals. And I
know that preserving endan-
gered wildlife like the warbler
also helps safeguard healthy
ecosystems that are the natural
heritage of all Americans.
The act’s protections have

helped preserve the golden-
cheeked warbler for this gen-
eration.
It would be a shame if the

next generation never got to
hear the warbler’s call.

Shannon is a staff attorney with
the Center for Biological Diversity
in Arizona.
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Golden-cheekedwarbler
needs federal protection

A golden-cheeked warbler perches in mountain juniper on a ranch in
western Travis County. Much of its habitat has been cleared. FILE

‘Wonder Woman’ falls
short on its promises

Re: June 10 commentary,
“Why I challenged wom-
en-only screenings of ‘Wonder
Woman.’”
I consider myself a feminist

— and I agree with J. Stephen
Clark that female-only screen-
ings of “Wonder Woman” are
discriminatory and set femi-
nism back by alienating femi-
nism’s natural allies who might
go to see it.
Ironically, the movie itself

failed to deliver on its girl
power promises, overempha-
sizing the lead actor’s beauty
and failing to include many
actors who appear physically
capable of the impressive feats
they’re supposedly pulling off
— with the notable exception of
Austin’s Ann Wolfe.
Finally, Wonder Woman

summons her greatest power
from — spoiler alert — her love
for a man. Thank goodness for
little girls with short hair who
play soccer and the friends
who support them for really
showing us what girl power
looks like.
MARY CLOSMANN KAHLE,
AUSTIN

Herman texting column
hard to decipher, funny
Re: June 9 commentary,

“Herman: Is the new texting
ban the best Texas can do?”
I get that meandering

semi-coherence is Ken Her-
man’s stock in trade, but his
June 9 column soared to new
heights of incomprehensibility.
Is Herman arguing for or

against statewide pre-emp-
tion of local traffic ordinances?
Both, according to his column.
Does Herman think a politi-
cally feasible statewide mobile
device law is better than none?
Seemingly not.
But it’s not all bad news: I

found Herman’s column amus-
ing, as usual. And I didn’t read
it while driving — so there’s
that.
BRIAN DUNNE, AUSTIN

Killing care act is prelude
to tax cuts for wealthy
Honing a bill to deny health

insurance to millions is the cur-
rent priority task for our U.S.
senators. The GOP health care
bill they are putting together
is deliberately designed
to suck $765 billion out of
Obamacare over 10 years. Kill-
ing Obamacare is the absolute
necessary first legislative prior-

ity, because Republicans need
that money to deliver their sec-
ond major promise: tax cuts.
All that bounty goes directly to
the very wealthy as tax cuts.
The Affordable Care Act is

not in danger of collapsing,
as our senators claim. That is
trash talk not supported by
financial experts. Destruction
of the ACA is deliberate. The
emergency room will be des-
tiny for millions who will not
be included in this new, bright,
shiny, phony health care bill
being constructed behind
closed doors by a few Repub-
lican senators. Bills for unin-
sured emergency room care
go directly onto our property
taxes. Fair? Call Sens. Ted Cruz
and John Cornyn.
BILLIE REANEY, GEORGETOWN

Abbott should move to
a more backward place
Recently, Gov. Greg Abbott

made comments denigrat-
ing Austin. Clearly, he does
not enjoy living here. There
is nothing wrong with Aus-
tin — except he doesn’t like
its progressive values. He’s a
guy who lives for gun rights,
religion (his own version, no
one else’s), and he does not
value women’s rights or wom-
en’s health, diversity or immi-
grants.
Austin has many high-quality

businesses and services. Surely
a highly qualified real estate
agent can help him relocate
to a more backward part of
Texas, where he will feel com-
fortable.
JOANNE BRININSTOOL, AUSTIN

Texas’ policies make
state joke of the world
Our mother and dad taught

us that knowledge trumps igno-
rance — to seek truth with unas-
sailable curiosity so strong no
dimwit ideology could interfere
with what is right and wrong.
It’s not rocket science what evil
has sequestered itself into our
lawmakers’ minds in Texas.
Kill the old and infirm, the

young poor children whose
parents may not vote for the
GOP. Make laws to put them in
private prisons based on profit.
We deserve the global ridicule
that makes us the joke of the
world. Texas now has the high-
est maternal mortality rate for
any state and most industrial-
ized countries.
Greg Abbott and his disgust-

ing murderous polices must be
gone. Texas is a mess. Enough!
CRAIG C. BUDREAU, AUSTIN
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STEVE BENSON THE ARIZONA REPUBLIC

Women stream into the Alamo Drafthouse Ritz theater for a women-
only screening of “Wonder Woman.” The film fails to deliver on its girl
power promises, a reader writes. DEBORAH CANNON / AMERICAN-STATESMAN
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Students across Texas are
struggling to complete their
degrees while building their
resumes. Increasingly, unpaid
internships and prestigious vol-
unteer activities have become
the norm during a young
adult’s college years — at least
for those students who can
afford to work for free. How-
ever, recent graduates who had
to work through school often
faced an uphill battle when try-
ing to compete for spots in the
workforce against their more
affluent peers.
In the last weeks of the reg-

ular session, the Texas Legis-
lature passed Senate Bill 1119
to bring more transparency
to the state’s work-study pro-
gram and help improve career
pathways for participating stu-
dents. Work-study — when the
job placement is in an in-de-
mand career field, as the
state requires a certain per-
centage to be — can be a valu-
able way for students to gain
needed experience while help-
ing to pay the costs of their
education. This bipartisan
measure deserves the gover-
nor’s approval for the valuable
insight it will bring to the stu-
dents who participate in the
program.
In less than five years, more

than 60 percent of all jobs in
Texas will require some level
of post-secondary education.
At the same time, employers
nationwide have been forced
to reduce training time for
new employees and cut back
on entry-level positions. Last
year, to better understand the
impact of this trend, Young
Invincibles, the nation’s lead-
ing millennial nonprofit orga-
nization, completed a series
of tours focusing on conver-
sations with over 250 young
people across our state on
their experiences completing
degrees and entering the work-
force.
Young Invincibles focuses

on the economic issues facing

young people between the ages
of 18 and 34.
Throughout the tour, we

heard young adults illus-
trate the reality of our chang-
ing economy: Balancing work
and school is a necessity, but
with rising costs of tuition, it’s
a near-impossible one. Many
expressed their struggles jug-
gling the hours of paid work
they needed to cover bills and
tuition with the hours needed
to keep their grades on track
for graduation and to remain
eligible for financial aid. One
student told us: At some point
— when trying to balance work
in school — “even in the begin-
ning you can manage, but as
you move forward in your
career and your studies, it’s
harder and harder to keep
your job.”
Many of the young peo-

ple we work with identify the
Texas Work-Study Program as
an important avenue for them
to tackle this education-expe-
rience paradox. Before SB 1119,
the only information the state
was required to provide was a
biannual report on the employ-
ers in the program — nothing
on participating students.
The bill requires the report

be made annual and include:
■ demographic information.
■ the program of study and

majors.
■ class-year designations.
■ whether participating stu-

dents are enrolled on a full-
time or part-time basis.
This new data will help us

better ensure the Texas Work-
Study Program is helping
young Texans gain career-rel-
evant experience. By identi-
fying how students’ programs
of study and majors compare
to the participating employ-
ers, for example, we will be
able to identify gaps and mis-
alignments in opportunities.
If specific groups of students
are being underserved by the
program — for example, stu-
dents in certain class years
or degree programs — we can
help ensure targeted, appropri-
ate outreach to those who may
benefit most from work-study.
In 1979, a student working

a minimum-wage job could
earn enough in one day to pay
for one academic credit hour.
Today, it would take 60 hours
of minimum wage work for
a student to accomplish the
same. The Texas Work-Study
Program is a valuable tool in
helping students keep their
heads above water. By ensur-
ing we better understand the
young adults participating in
the program, we will be better
able to align work-study pro-
grams with long-term career
goals for young Texans.

Buchanan is an Austin-based
regional director of Young
Invincibles.

OTHERS SAY MAGGIE JO BUCHANAN
Special Contributor

Work-study changes could bring
stability to college millennials

Mohamed Bayo
benefited from
Texas’ work-study
program while
attending Austin
Community
College. Senate
Bill 1119 seeks to
pinpoint areas of
improvement to
the program.
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