
 

 

 

2017 Travis Audubon Master Birder Program  
Information for Applicants 

 
The Travis Audubon Society (TAS) is pleased to announce the 2017 class of the Travis 
Audubon Master Birder Program (TAMBP) – a program designed to help participants increase 
their understanding of birds and their habitats, while also developing the skills and opportunities 
for sharing their knowledge and enthusiasm for birds and the natural world with others. 

The 2017 class will include a series of lectures, study assignments, and field trips led by expert 
instructors such as UT professor Peter English who will introduce participants to bird 
anatomy and specialization, bird behavior, flight and migration. Biologists Bill Reiner and 
Chuck Sexton will lead sessions focusing on native habitat and vegetation, the distribution of 
bird species in the area, and conservation issues affecting biological communities and species in 
Central Texas. Additional topics will help prepare participants to provide education and 
outreach to the community in support of Travis Audubon and its programs. 

• Lecture classes will meet weekly for 10 weeks on Thursday/Friday evenings from 
6:30 to 8:30 pm at Wild Basin Discovery Center. Class dates are: 9/15; 9/22; 9/28; 
10/5; 10/12; 10/20; 10/26; 11/2; 11/10; and 11/17. 
 

• Field Trips: 9/23 Shield Ranch with Laurie Foss; 9/30  Chaetura Canyon with Paul and 
Georgean Kyle; 10/7 Baker Sanctuary with Chris Murray; 10/21 Commons Ford with 
Shelia Hargis; 10/28 Texas A&M Bird Collection with Dr. Gary Voelker;  11/4  Vireo 
Preserve Habitat Restoration with Jim O’Donnell; 11/11 Blair Woods Sanctuary and East 
Travis County Birding.  
 

• Class fee is $200 for members and $235 for non-members. 

How Master Birder Works 
 
Applicants must submit an application by August 15. Class size is limited and priority for 
acceptance will be given to applicants who demonstrate enthusiasm for birds and birding, 
willingness to participate in all program sessions and field trips, and commitment to volunteer 
service as a Travis Audubon ambassador. Written notice of acceptance will be emailed to 
applicants September 1. 

Application forms can also be completed on-line or printed and mailed to: Travis Audubon, 
Master Birder Program; 3710 Cedar Street, Box 5; Austin, TX 78705. 



 

 

 

 

Full payment of the class fee will be due at or before the first scheduled class. Fees for non-TAS 
members will include individual TAS membership for the year. No refunds will be given once 
the class begins. 

At the end of the classroom sessions, successful participants will be considered Travis Audubon 
Master Birder Interns. At the end of the year following the start of the program, participants 
who have successfully completed all class and volunteer requirements will be certified as Travis 
Audubon Master Birders. Continued membership in Travis Audubon, completion of annual 
volunteer requirements, and eight hours of continuing education will be required to continue 
certification in future years. 

Applying to the Travis Audubon Master Birder Program 
 
Participants are expected to have basic birding skills (use of binoculars and field guides, 
experience identifying common bird species) prior to entering the program. In addition, 
participants will be asked to commit to meeting the following criteria: 

• Attend at least 7 of the 10 scheduled classroom sessions and 4 of the 7 scheduled 
field trips. 

• Complete assigned reading and other "homework" activities on a regular basis. 
• Pay participation fee in full at or before the first scheduled class meeting. 
• Perform a minimum of 30 hours of volunteer service in approved TAS-sponsored 

activities during the calendar year following the classroom work (calendar year 2018). 
Volunteer service can include any number of pre-approved activities, such as: leading 
field trips or hikes; giving public talks/presentations; representing Travis Audubon at 
community events; participating in work days at Travis Audubon sanctuaries; assisting at 
Travis Audubon meetings or in the Travis Audubon office. 

• Maintain a Travis Audubon membership while completing a minimum of 30 hours of 
volunteer service and eight hours of continuing education each following year. 
Certification status will be considered permanent after 3 continuous years of 
certification. 


