A Note

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Dear Travis Audubon Members and Friends,
Thank you to everyone who braved the Texas heat in July to observe thousands of Purple
Martins soaring through the skies – the marvelous acrobatic show in Round Rock was
truly a sight to behold! With the help of our wonderful volunteers we hosted recordbreaking Purple Martin Parties over the course of three weekends in July, awing more
than 1,200 onlookers. The Martins were even frontpage news in the Statesman!
Another special part of the summer was the biennial National Audubon Convention in
Milwaukee. I was privileged to attend, and it was uplifting to be surrounded by people
from all over the United States who work to inspire conservation through birding. Our
own Virginia Rose was a speaker and the theme of “Audubon For Everyone” helped me
consider how we can better share the gift of birding with all of our neighbors of all
backgrounds and abilities. We are doing great work AND we have more work to do!
We are looking forward to the cooler weather and fall migration just around the corner.
Please join us on a birdwalk, at a fall class, and at the 10th annual Victor Emanuel
Conservation Award Luncheon on October 12th. Lots of opportunities to celebrate birds
and birders this season…
Nicole

Nicole Netherton
Executive Director
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Upcoming Events
WITH TRAVIS AUDUBON

31 AUG, 19
Ecological Literacy Volunteer Day at
Hornsby Bend
2210 S FM 973, Austin, TX 78725
04 SEP, 19
FIELD TRIPS
Wild Weekday at Devine Lake with Jane
Tillman
1807 Waterfall Drive
07 SEP, 19
FIELD TRIPS
Beginner’s Bird Walk: Roy G. Guerrero
Metropolitan Park
400 Grove Blvd, Austin, Texas 78741

15 SEP, 19
Ruffled Feathers Book Club Meeting
17 SEP, 19
FIELD TRIPS, SANCTUARY EVENTS
Wild Weekday at Commons Ford with Jane
Tillman
19 SEP, 19
Speaker Series: Birds, Birding, and
Conservation in Guatemala with Rob Cahill
4700 Grover Ave, Austin, TX 78756
21 SEP, 19
FIELD TRIPS
Birdability Walk at Richard Moya Park

07 SEP, 19
Birds of Texas at Pioneer Farms
10621 Pioneer Farms Drive, Austin TX, 78702

21 SEP, 19
FIELD TRIPS
Hornsby Bend Monthly Bird Walk

07 SEP, 19
SANCTUARY EVENTS
Mediterranean Feast 2019

21 SEP, 19
SANCTUARY EVENTS
Baker Sanctuary Restoration Day
12219 Lime Creek Rd, Leander, TX 78641,
USA

09 SEP, 19
FIELD TRIPS
Wild Weekday at Doeskin Ranch
09 SEP, 19
CLASSES
Raptor Identification Class 2019
11 SEP, 19
FIELD TRIPS
Wild Weekday at Champion Park
14 SEP, 19
FIELD TRIPS, SANCTUARY EVENTS
Morning Canyon Crawl
14 SEP, 19
FIELD TRIPS
Hornsby Bend Monthly Bird Count
14 SEP, 19
SANCTUARY EVENTS
Swift Watch

21 SEP, 19
FIELD TRIPS
Exploring Bird, Bat, & Butterfly Migrations
at Old Tunnel State Park
24 SEP, 19
FIELD TRIPS
Wild Weekday at Lake Creek Trail with
Christy Esmahan
28 SEP, 19
FIELD TRIPS, SANCTUARY EVENTS
Commons Ford Prairie Bird Walk
614 N Commons Ford Rd, Austin, TX 78733
28 SEP, 19
FIELD TRIPS, YOUTH &
FAMILY, SANCTUARY EVENTS
Blair Woods Family Hike
5401 E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd, Austin,
TX 78721
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28 SEP, 19
Ecological Literacy Volunteer Day at
Hornsby Bend
2210 S FM 973, Austin, TX 78725

13 OCT, 19
SANCTUARY EVENTS
The Big Sit! At Commons Ford Park
614 N Commons Ford Rd, Austin, TX 78733

29 SEP, 19
Inversion Ensemble presents Aether
benefiting Travis Audubon
2111 Alexander Ave. Austin, Texas 78722

19 OCT, 19
FIELD TRIPS
Birdability Walk at Lake Creek Trail

01 OCT, 19
CLASSES
Fall Butterfly Identification
05 OCT, 19
FIELD TRIPS, YOUTH & FAMILY
Young Birders Club: Lake Creek Trail
9504 Braes Valley St, Austin, TX 78729
05 OCT, 19
FIELD TRIPS
Beginner’s Bird Walk
05 OCT, 19
CLASSES
Introduction to Nature Photography
12 OCT, 19
FIELD TRIPS
Hornsby Bend Monthly Bird Count
12 OCT, 19
Victor Emanuel Conservation Award
Luncheon Honoring Chris Harte

19 OCT, 19
FIELD TRIPS
Hornsby Bend Monthly Bird Walk
19 OCT, 19
YOUTH & FAMILY, SANCTUARY EVENTS
Blair Woods Family Nature Day
23 OCT, 19
CLASSES
Introduction to Birds and Birding Fall 2019
24 OCT, 19
FIELD TRIPS
Wild Weekday at Pioneer Ranch, Led by
Christy Esmahan & Celeste Treadway
26 OCT, 19
SANCTUARY EVENTS
Blair Woods Restoration Day
5401 E Martin Luther King Jr Blvd, Austin, TX
78721, USA
26 OCT, 19
Ecological Literacy Volunteer Day at
Hornsby Bend
2210 S FM 973, Austin, TX 78725
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Updates

FROM THE SIGNAL SMOKE BLOG

Rusty’s Perch: Bird Blind
dedicated at Commons Ford
Ranch Metropolitan Park
POSTED ON JULY 2, 2019

members Andy Filtness, Mark Lyon, Deb
Wallace, Lee Wallace, Janice Sturrock, Kirsti
Harms, Terri Seigenthaler, Michael Sims
and Ed Fair, in absentia. Funding for the
bird blind was provided by the family of
Rusty Osborne. Thanks also to the City of
Austin Parks and Recreation Department
for their assistance in construction of the
bird blind.

Midwest Warblers VENT
Trip: Part II
On Sunday morning, June 23, 2019, family
and friends of Rusty Osborne gathered near
the prairie at Commons Ford Park to
officially dedicate “Rusty’s Perch.” The
perch is a bird blind tucked away among the
purple horsemint and orange standing
cypress wildflowers on the northwestern
end of Commons Ford Prairie. The
inspiring, peaceful space is dedicated to the
memory of Rusty Osborne, a lover of nature
and frequent visitor to the park before his
passing in June of 2016. A botanist by
training and a lifelong lover of the natural
world, Rusty so enjoyed spending time at
Commons Ford Park, watching the birds,
identifying the beautiful prairie flowers and
walking the trails with family and friends.

POSTED ON JULY 9, 2019

By: Michael Jewell, Travis Audubon Master
Birder

Rusty Osborne

Many thanks to the Commons Ford Prairie
Committee members for their work in
creating such a beautiful space for
wildlife. Committee members include: cochairs Sheila Hargis and Ellen Filtness;
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Michigan
After a night in Ann Arbor, Michigan, we
headed north to the Drift Plains, Northern
Lakes, and Forest Region of Michigan’s
Lower Peninsula.
It was like driving toward early spring with
the leaves getting smaller and fewer as we
headed toward Grayling, Michigan. Our first
stop was Waterloo State Recreation
Area where we spent a beautiful morning
in a field looking for, successfully I might
add, Henslow’s Sparrows, a lifer for quite a
few of us. We were also entertained by a
number of Sandhill Cranes in the same
field– I love hearing their call, especially in
the morning.

each spring called Tawas Point Birding
Festival. This year’s festival was May 1618, just a weekend, but we loved the area
and the people. It doesn’t have the craziness
of Magee Marsh, but we had wonderful
looks at a lot of warblers and many other
birds, including large flocks of Blue Jays
flying up and down the point, waiting for
the right time to fly across Lake Huron.
Our final evening was spent at the
Courtyard Marriott at the Detroit Airport.
We had our last meal together and
discussed our three favorite things about
the trip. I think I ended up with ten on my
list. The evening ended full of great stories,
many hugs, and a few photos, and then we
were off to our rooms to wake up early to
catch our flights back home.

Kirtland’s Warbler strategy with Michael and Louise
among the Jack Pines.

Kirtland’s Warblers nest in large, dense
stands of young Jack Pines, so Huron
National Forest was our target area. After
numerous vocalizations, but never actually
seeing any, we moved on to Hartwick
Pines State Park where we had wonderful
looks at Rose-breasted and Evening
Grosbeaks at the Visitor Center. I hadn’t
seen an Evening Grosbeak since growing up
in Ohio, so it was a thrill for me.
The last full day was spent mostly at Tawas
Point State Park on Lake Huron in
Michigan. It was our first time there, but I’m
itching to go back soon. It reminded me a
bit of Presque Isle in Erie, Pennsylvania,
both fragile peninsulas on the Great Lakes.
Tawas City looked like a midwest Great
Lakes resort town, but has a birding festival

The point of Tawas Point, looking at Whimbrel, Dunlin
and more.

Victor Emanuel Nature Tour’s Midwest
Warblers turned out to be a wonderful
adventure for Janel and I. We really enjoyed
birding with Michael O’Brien and Louise
Zemaitis. We learned so much along the
way and it felt like birding with old friends.
They both worked hard finding our target
birds, especially the Kirtland’s Warbler; I
would have given up, already having a
wonderful trip with or without it, but they
persevered and most of us had at least a
quick look on the final day.
A bonus for me was hanging around my
sister Jill, talking about growing up, family,
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life, and just about everything else we could
think of, even birding.
I must also add, our group of people were
all top notch, with a few really good birders
and a few on their first tour. They were a
wonderfully interesting mix of people: an
engineer, a mathematician, a scientist, a few
in the medical field, a woman from
Australia, and one was born in Eastern
Europe and escaped communism when her
family fled and moved to Argentina.
We’ll be back to Magee Marsh. I already
talked with my sister Jill about it and we
really want to explore Tawas Point again. It
may be our new favorite warbler spot, and
we are thinking about doing another Victor
Emanuel Nature Tour in 2021!

University of Minnesota and served as the
Development Coordinator at Girls on the
Run Twin Cities. With her professional
background in development, special events,
and donor relations combined with a
lifelong passion for environmental
conservation and an appreciation for birds,
Kelsey is thrilled to join the Travis Audubon
community.
Kelsey has a love of travel and was lucky
enough to check the Atlantic Puffin off her
list during a recent trip to Scotland’s Isle of
Skye. In her free time, you can find Kelsey
hiking, gardening, and embracing Austin’s
vibrant culinary offerings (in other words,
eating tacos at every meal).
You can contact Kelsey
at kelsey@travisaudubon.org.

Travis Audubon Welcomes
First Development Manager

The Feather Thief—a mustread!

POSTED ON JULY 10, 2019

POSTED ON JULY 16, 2019 CATEGORIES: BOOK
REVIEWS, SIGNAL SMOKE HOME

Please join Travis Audubon in welcoming
our new Development Manager, Kelsey
McKenna!
Kelsey comes to us from Minneapolis,
Minnesota, where she attended the

By Christy Esmahan, Travis Audubon Board
Member
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The Travis Audubon Ruffled Feathers Book
Club, which meets bimonthly, recently
discussed a book that we all found so
compelling that we decided to spread the
word and try to get many more people to
read it. Not just birders, nor, indeed, just
naturalists, but everyone. It’s that good and
that important.
The Feather Thief (published in 2018) by
Kirk Wallace Johnson is the true story of a
young man, Edwin Rist, who committed a
crime against humanity by stealing from a
museum of natural history. That may not
sound too terrible, but with Johnson’s
journalistic expertise and his obsession for
discovering the truth about what really
happened, the reader is led through a
thoughtful and thorough investigation,
learning the background story that began
with the work of scientists hundreds of
years ago.
I first came across a review of The Feather
Thief on Oprah’s list of Best New Books of
Spring last year. As I came to birding late in
life, but am a voracious reader and learner, I
ordered it, though I didn’t really expect
much. But wow, those first several chapters
of the book, as Johnson delves into the
history of bird collecting over the centuries,
and how birds fared in the last three
decades of the 1800s before a bunch of
people came to their senses and demanded
changes, are beyond fascinating: they
actually speak to us now, a hundred and
twenty years later, as we again face
tremendous challenges with, according to
the Intergovernmental Science-Policy
Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem
Services Report, one million species at risk
of extinction globally.
Understanding the past also sheds light on
the importance of the crime that Rist
committed, and which involves a lot of
other people who are conspirators,
participating in the hobby of fly tying which,
when tyers become obsessed with
obtaining the rare feathers needed at any
cost, can lead to continuing crimes against

wildlife and/or humanity. This is a subject
that needs light and needs to be better
understood by all of us in order to stem the
loss of the precious birds left on our planet.
All of us in the Ruffled Feathers Book Club,
therefore, encourage you to read the book
(also available in the public library), and
then share it widely, recommending it to
friends and family everywhere.
As Margaret Mead said, “Never Doubt that a
small group of thoughtful, committed
citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is
the only thing that ever has.”
If you’d like to join us at future Ruffled
Feather Book Club discussions, check the
Travis Audubon calendar. Our next meeting
will be September 15th, 2019.

Come Bird with Us!
POSTED ON AUGUST 2, 2019

By: Christy Esmahan, Travis Audubon
Board Member
I saw my first ever Summer Tanager in the
spring of 2017. I was in a Birdathon group
at Pedernales Falls State Park, and our
leader, Barry Lyon, heard the bird’s song
and “chased” it, that is, searched until he
found it, singing high up in a tree close to
the river in its spectacularly bright
plumage. Earlier that morning he had
materialized a Blue-Gray Gnatcatcher from
the boughs of an Ashe Juniper by pishing.
I’ll admit that when I first saw him doing it,
I thought he was trying to pull the wool
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over my eyes, but no, he was fooling the
little bird who popped right out to see what
the commotion was. I was so amazed and
pleased to be around people who knew
birds.
Later that summer I met with a new birding
friend, Jane Tillman, who, upon learning
that I had never seen two of endangered
and iconic species of Central Texas, the
Golden-cheeked Warbler and the Blackcapped Vireo, took me and another friend
on a walk to see them. Again, I remember
feeling awed as she cocked her head to a
particularly nondescript chipping note and
exclaimed, “That’s one! Let’s see if he’ll
come out for us.” Not two minutes later,
there was the warbler, singing his buzzy
song from the top of a tree!
All this is to say, if you’re new to birding,
(and even if you’re not) it’s fun to bird with
a group. Travis Audubon is now creating
our fall line-up of birding trips, all free and
open to the public (though some require
one to register in advance and may have
limited spaces). We explore a ton of local
parks as well as “birdy” areas that even lifelong Austinites may not know. And if you
become really interested and want to return
the favor, join a committee and volunteer
on some trips yourself.
Earlier this summer, I did just that, leading
my first tour to local park. It was already
hot and the cicadas were chanting loudly,
but the birds were spectacular. Recentlyfledged Eastern Phoebes perched low and
bobbed their tails, fluttering to be fed when
a parent returned. Ladder-backed, Downy
and Golden-fronted Woodpeckers knocked
on the high branches above, Lesser
Goldfinches entuned their sighing songs,
young Northern Cardinals tittered
incessantly, and Northern Mockingbirds
professed to be dozens of birds they were
not.
As we neared the end of the walk, a clear
melody rang out from a tree across the
street. I scanned and quickly found the

bright red bird I now knew well, pointing it
out to the group. Unconcerned by our
binoculared gaping, it belted out its song for
several minutes, posing in the morning light
for us to get great views of its stunning
plumage. After it finally flew away, one of
the people in the group turned to me with a
bright smile and said, “My first ever Summer
Tanager.”

Yarn Birds
POSTED ON AUGUST 5, 2019

By: Christy Esmahan, Travis Audubon
Board Member
I was thrilled when I read “These Knit Birds
Are Helping to Move the Needle on
Conservation” in the Summer 2019 edition
of the National Audubon Magazine. The
article describes how Nicky Fijalkowska
helps to raise awareness of the large variety
of bird species that are endangered and in
need of conservation by knitting likenesses
of them, especially shorebirds such as the
Blue-footed Booby, curlews, puffins and the
Pied Avocet.
But, on a more personal note, I was also
excited to see another birder making yarn
birds. You see, I LOVE to crochet and have
recently graduated from making
generic amigurumi parrots to designing a
small collection of birds of Central Texas.
It’s really fun! I use YouTube tutorials to get
the basic body shape, and then tailor the
colors based on images from field guides,
eBird and photos on Flickr.
And I must say, there’s nothing like trying to
create an artistic rendition of a bird to
really make one stare at, and learn more
deeply about, the coloring and shape of said
bird. If you had asked me to describe a male
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Painted Bunting without looking at a photo,
I would have told you about the bright blue
head, the red chest, the yellow wings, and
green flanks. But what color is the tail,
exactly? Red? Blue? Purple? Actually,
different individuals have varying amounts
of these colors, and from a distance, the tail
can almost look gray. Even the yellow wings
are not uniformly colored but change as
they taper. And did I mention the red rump?
It’s not something I had noticed before.
The Monk Parakeet was easier to make as it
only took two colors, but again, after staring
at photos I realized that the coloring was far
more complex than I had thought. The
wings, for instance, are a different shade of
green than the flank. And most birds have a
white forehead, but not all. For that matter,
the “white” isn’t really white, but a very
light shade of gray. And that tail—it’s much
longer than a Painted Bunting’s.
The most difficult bird I’ve tried to crochet
so far, and perhaps fittingly so, is Travis
Audubon’s iconic logo, the Golden-cheeked
Warbler. Of all the potential habitats on the
planet, this little bird will only breed in the
mixed Ashe Juniper and Oak forests of
Central Texas. Attempting to replicate its
complicated yellow and black facial pattern
stitch by stitch is not easy. I made three
different prototypes before I finally decided
that the last one was close enough.
But I’m already dreaming about my next
projects: woodpeckers, hummingbirds,
titmice, chickadees, shrikes…oh, and that
adorable little American Woodcock that
appeared in St. Edward’s Park this summer.
If you like to knit or crochet, look up some
tutorials, get creative and enjoy learning
more about your favorite birds without
braving those triple-digit August
temperatures!

Swift Night Out at Brentwood
Elementary
POSTED ON AUGUST 15, 2019

By: Virginia Rose, Travis Audubon Board
Member
On Aug. 11, 2019, eight of us, George Kerr,
Terry and Joel Banks, Frances Cerbins,
Kathey Ferland, Sharon Richardson, Carol
Ray, and myself met at Eldorado at 6:30 for
dinner. We each had exactly one adult
beverage with dinner, bearing in mind the
important task at hand.
Gathering at Brentwood Elementary at
8:00, we saw birds were already entering
the chimney. The evening was beautiful but
warm with clear skies and a nice breeze.
We need to decide how to better count.
Some of us, including myself, were counting
out loud and confused others. Sorry! Next
year we are going to count silently and or
use clickers. We’ll just see how well that
works out! I’m going to write up a satirical
etiquette on counting swifts, make 1 million
dollars and become a famous writer. You
will each get a cut.
Sharon counted 626. I counted 480. Average
553, per Carol Ray, accountant
extraordinaire. Fun was still had by all
regardless of counting confusion!
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