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A Virtual Event  *  October 8, 2021



OUR HISTORY
Since 1952, Travis Audubon has served as a leader 
in environmental and conservation initiatives, 
from the creation of the Austin Nature and Science 
Center, Pease Park, and Commons Ford Prairie 
to the formation of the Balcones Canyonlands 
Preserve that protects essential habitat for the 
endangered Golden-cheeked Warbler. Our three 
sanctuaries — Baker (715 acres), Chaetura 
Canyon (12 acres), and Blair Woods (10 acres) — 
are the centers for our education and conservation 
programs, where every year volunteers and staff 
offer more than 250 free field trips, bird walks, 
and other ways to engage with nature. Our aim is 
to inspire conservation through birding

OUR EVENT
Each October, Travis Audubon honors a Central 
Texan who uniquely embodies the spirit of 
conservation. The event’s first honoree, Victor 
Emanuel, is a legendary naturalist, birder, 
and pioneer in ecotourism. His dedication to 
conservation, education, and helping “open people’s 
eyes to nature” are qualities and achievements we 
strive to represent in each new honoree.

JOIN US!
Travis Audubon’s mission is to promote the 
enjoyment, understanding, and conservation 
of native birds and their habitats through land 
preservation, habitat restoration and management, 
environmental education, and conservation 
advocacy. In place of our in-person event, this year 
we are hosting a very special virtual celebration. 
Not being in the same room has its downsides, but 
also advantages: friends and fellow birders near 
and far can join us as we celebrate our successes 
and commit to a bright future for conservation in 
Central Texas! We know with your help, our event 
can be a wonderful chance to be in community for 
birds while we’re apart. This event is our most 
important fundraiser and a huge reason why we 
can continue to do our important work on behalf 
of native birds and the people who love them. We 
hope you’ll join us.

OUR HONOREE
In 2021, we posthumously honor the late Greg 
Lasley and his legacy of promoting birds and 
the natural world through wildlife photography 
and citizen science projects. Lasley first pointed 
a camera at a bird in 1971 (a Horned Lark at 
Great Salt Lake, Utah) while he was in  the  
U.S. Air Force. Since then, several thousand 
of his images have been published in hundreds 
of books, magazines, and websites. In 2000, 
he and photography partner Larry Ditto won 
the prestigious Valley Land Fund South Texas 
Shootout contest. His legendary photographic 
skills served as a model of technical craftsmanship 
and opened a window to the complexity of bird 
behavior and the natural world. Over the last 
decade, Lasley was a prodigious contributor to 
iNaturalist, the online citizen-science database, 
and he recognized the immense value of such 
efforts to understand the natural world. Lasley 
verified more than 450,000 observations from 
around the world, gaining a reputation as not only 
a knowledgeable naturalist but also as a skilled 
and patient teacher. Greg Lasley is a model for us 
all when considering the impact that just one life 
can have on so many. We honor him posthumously 
as a Conservation Hero.
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We invite you to partner with Travis Audubon to 
Honor Conservation Heroes in Central Texas! 
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SOLD!
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GOLDEN-CHEEKED WARBLER (SOLD!)  …………  $15,000
An iconic bird of Central Texas and Travis Audubon’s conservation work. Greg’s photograph of a GCWA in a lichen covered 
oak tree at his Dripping Springs backyard has quickly become a classic.

         * Recognition as sole presenting sponsor
         * Highly visible presenting sponsor recognition and logo on slideshow
         * Exclusive acknowledgement message before celebration presentation
         * Featured blog post with photos on TravisAudubon.org
         * Company profile (1/2 page) in Travis Audubon’s Signal Smoke e-newsletter for six consecutive issues
         * Mention in press releases sent to major media outlets, such as Texas Monthly, Austin 
            American-Statesman, The Texas Tribune and Austin Chronicle
         * Recognition on social media with a reach of over 8,100 individuals
         * Prominent listing of presenting sponsor’s logo on event invitation sent to 2,000+ people
         * Prominent presenting sponsor logo recognition in event e-communication 
         * Travis Audubon website listing, which features presenting sponsor’s logo and link for one year
         * Entrance for five cars at the VIP Drive-In for Conservation movie event

  
SWALLOW-TAILED KITE    ……………………………………    $10,000+

Unique and graceful, this raptor is usually seen in flight as it soars and glides while twisting its forked tail.

         * Company profile (1/2 page) in Travis Audubon’s Signal Smoke e-newsletter for four consecutive issues 
         * Mention in press releases sent to major media outlets, such as Texas Monthly, Austin 
            American-Statesman, The Texas Tribune and Austin Chronicle
         * Recognition on social media with a reach of over 8,100 individuals
         * Prominent listing of sponsor’s logo on event invitation sent to 2,000+ people
         * Sponsor logo recognition in event e-communication
         * Travis Audubon website listing, which features sponsor’s logo and link for one year
         * Entrance for three cars at the VIP Drive-In for Conservation movie event

  

CRESTED CARACARA    …………………………………………    $5,000+

Lasley has captured several famous photographs of this distinctive raptor, including the image that won 1st place in the birds 
of prey division of the Valley Land Fund 2000 Photo Contest.

         * Listing in Travis Audubon’s Signal Smoke e-newsletter for three consecutive issues
         * Prominent listing of sponsor’s logo on event invitation sent to 2,000+ people
         * Sponsor logo recognition in event e-communication
         * Travis Audubon website listing, which features sponsor’s logo and link for six months
         * Entrance for two cars at the VIP Drive-In for Conservation movie event
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Are you interested in contributing to our silent auction? We are currently accepting a variety of 
donations to be featured in our virtual silent auction including, but not limited to: local vacation 
home stays, meal kits, virtual classes, outdoor experiences, wine and cheese baskets, art works, gift 
cards, and more. Donors will receive a 100% charitable receipt and will be recognized in event 
e-communications and during the virtual lobby slideshow.

For more information or to make a donation to the silent auction contact kelsey@travisaudubon.org

Contribute as a Silent Auction Donor

FERRUGINOUS HAWK   …………………………………………   $2,500+

The Ferruginous Hawk is emblematic of Greg’s love of photographing raptors in the winter in the Texas Panhandle.

         * Listing in Travis Audubon’s Signal Smoke e-newsletter for two consecutive issues
         * Prominent listing of sponsor’s name on event invitation sent to 2,000+ people
         * Sponsor name recognition in event e-communication
         * Travis Audubon website listing, which features sponsor’s name and link for three months
         * Entrance for one car at the VIP Drive-In for Conservation movie event
  

PAINTED BUNTING     ……………………………………………    $1,500+

Greg was inspired to become a birder after moving to Texas and seeing the incomparably beautiful Painted Buntings at
his backyard feeder, and now has several famous photos of them.

         * Prominent listing of sponsor’s name on event invitation sent to 2,000+ people
         * Sponsor name in event e-communication
         * Travis Audubon website listing, which features the sponsor’s name and link for the event 
         * Entrance for one car at the VIP Drive-In for Conservation movie event
  

HORNED LARK INDIVIDUAL    ……………………………    $100+

Greg first pointed a camera at a bird in 1971, a Horned Lark at Great Salt Lake, Utah, while he was in the U.S. Air Force.

         * Sponsor name in event e-communication

Drive-In for Conservation Pre-party
New this year, sponsors at the $1,500+ level will receive admission to the VIP Drive-In for 
Conservation pre-party. This outdoor pre-party will be held on Monday, October 4th at a local 
outdoor venue. Arrive early to mingle in the open air with other attendees, sponsors, and friends of 
awardee Greg Lasley before our sunset viewing of Birders, a short documentary that follows 
birdwatchers on both sides of the US/Mexico border.
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2020 SPONSORS 
The 2020 Virtual Victor Emanuel Conservation Award Celebration broke all 
records with over 350 registrations to honor Shelia Hargis for her legacy of 
conservation work and promoting birds and birding throughout the state of 
Texas. The event raised more than $97,000 for Travis Audubon’s programs and 
operations, thanks to the generous support of our attendees and these sponsors:

PREVIOUS HONOREES 
2020 * Shelia Hargis
   Crime Intelligence Analyst Supervisor,  
   APD; Conservationist 

2019 * Chris Harte
   Retired Newspaper Publisher; 
   Spicewood Ranch

2018 * George Cofer
   Founding Chief Executive Officer, 
              Hill Country Conservancy 

2017 * Mickey Burleson
   Prairie Conservationist

2016 * Valarie Bristol
   Former Travis County Commissioner

2015 * Bob Ayres
   Trustee, Shield-Ayres Foundation

2014 * Georgean Kyle & Paul Kyle
   Chaetura Canyon Stewards

2013 * David Bamberger
   President, Bamberger Ranch Preserve

2012 * Carter Smith
   Executive Director, Texas Parks    
              and Wildlife Department

2011 * Dr. Andrew Sansom
   Executive Director, The Meadows              
             Center for Water and the 
             Environment at Texas State 
             University-San Marcos

2010 * Victor Emanuel
   President, Victor Emanuel
             Nature Tours

Please visit our website at travisaudubon.org/2021-VECAL or contact 
kelsey@travisaudubon.org to learn more about event sponsorship opportunities. 
Our event will be a success because of you!

https://travisaudubon.org/2018-conservation-award-hero-george-cofer
https://travisaudubon.org/2018-conservation-award-hero-george-cofer
https://travisaudubon.org/2018-conservation-award-hero-george-cofer
https://travisaudubon.org/2017-conservation-award-hero-mickey-burleson
https://travisaudubon.org/2016-conservation-award-hero-valarie-bristol
https://travisaudubon.org/2015-conservation-award-bob-ayres
https://travisaudubon.org/2014-conservation-award-georgean-and-paul-kyle
https://travisaudubon.org/2013-conservation-award-david-bamberger
https://travisaudubon.org/2012-conservation-award-hero-carter-smith
https://travisaudubon.org/2011-conservation-award-hero-andy-sansom
https://travisaudubon.org/2010-conservation-award-hero-victor-emanuel
https://travisaudubon.org/2019-VECAL
mailto:nicole%40travisaudubon.org?subject=Victor%20Emanuel%20Conservation%20Award%20Luncheon

